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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 4 SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY MASS DALY MASS
SATURDAY VIGIL - 4:00PM MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8:00AM
SUNDAY - 930AM &11:30AM SATURDAY - 9:00AM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION RECONCILIATION
MONDAY - 7.00PM SATURDAY - 930AM & 3:15-3:45PM
- Ot -
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 ¢+ TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

Mass Intentions
Saturday, September 19, 2026

9:00am < Mary Lou Burkhardt r/b Jim & Vanessa Little

4:00pm 4 Healing Intentions for Fr. Ronan Murphy
r/b Arey Family

Sunday, September 20, 2026

9:30am

11:30am < Suzanne Connors /b George Conroy
4 Barbara Gambale /b Pete & Patti Villa

4 Intentions of Jim & Claire Marie Devereaux
(50th Wedding Anniversary)

4 Patti Kropp /b the Spencer Family

< Howard Bruner, Sr. r/b Nova & Tom Sullivan

4 James Buckley r/b wife Bea & Family
Monday, September 21, 2026
8:00am < Marianne Eller r/b Mom

Tuesday, September 22, 2026
8:00am <4 Janet Daisey Walsh r/b husband David
Wednesday, September 23, 2026

#:00am 4 Joseph ). King (Birthday Remembrance}

r/b Dan Spencer
Thursday, September 24, 2026
8:00am < Theresa Graham r/b McParland Family
Friday, September 25, 2026

8:00am
r/b sister Kathy

Saturday, September 26, 2026

9:00am < Elizabeth McDermott /b Cinger Dougherty

4:00pm % John Kusmanick, Jr. /b Jim, Lucy, & Kathryn
Suttle

Sunday, September 27, 2026

9:30am < Howard Bruner, 5r. /b Nova & Tom Sullivan

11:30am <> Warren Simon (Birthday Remembrance}
r/b Nadine Franchi & Family

< Gage Myers r/b Family

< Steve Heister /b Danielle Wisniewski
< Ernie Genzano r/b Anne Barron

4 James Buckley r/b wife Bea & Family

% Robert DiCamille (Anniversary Remembrance)
Justin Cowgill

Jay Goheen

Jeffrey Gurcik

Parish Council Meeting

All are welcome to attend the Parish Council meeting
scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, at 7:00pm. The
meeting will be held in the Rectory conference room.

John "lack" Heiser

Candle Memorials

Saint Joseph's Altar Candle

In Memory of Jason Allison

Anniversary Remembrance
r/b Kate & Family

Remember Our Deceased

Barbara Wolf
Dolores Raube

Pray for the Sick

Frank Angeloni Theresa Herbert

Terry Beatty Daniel Jankowski

Bob Bennett lynne Jergenson & Family

Jen Borchers James Jolly
Rayn Bozek Mary F. Kain
Theresa Buckley Tom King

Rev. David Klein
Werner Koppen

Pat Carey

Don R. Colamesta
Baby Clyde Coleman Deacon Vince Latini
Mary Coleman lee Loghry
Elwood P. Martz Il
Christina Davera Krista Mora
Susan DiGiacomo Denis Moran

Thom Divine Paul Moran

Sue Flood Mike Murphy
Joe Flynn Todd O'Donnell
Danielle Franco-Bonamassa Lori Rahm

Steve Garcia Hayzl Rameriz
Beth Ann Ruszkai
Jae P. Gorman Richard Spangler
Anne Stiles
William Hagan, Jr. Gina Strohm
Ran Hall, Sr.

Dawn Harrell

Malia Summerfield
Robert Tomlin

Catherine Underwood
Please remember to contact the parish office when your

loved ones recover, so we can update our sick list and
celebrate their good health together!



+ PASTOR’S CORNER +

"Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an
event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction."

Why are you here?
What do you come to St. Mary's?

Perhaps our answer to this question is: this is my church, this is where | grew up, this is my
family’s church, it is where | go every Sunday, this is something that | always do. And in many
ways, you are right. That is why you are here. And this is good. We are proud here at St. Mary’s to
be a parish that boasts a historical and beautiful church, the most famous building here in the
City.

And yet, this quote from Pope Benedict’s first encyclical “Deus Caritas Est” (God is Love)
summarizes so much of why our parents and grandparents and our future generations will
continue to populate this church. It is because Jesus, the living God, has created us, loved us, and
brought us to Himself. He is the reason we were baptized as babies; He allowed us to befriend
someone who introduced us to His Church. Being a lifelong Catholic or a convert to the faith
means having met the person of Jesus who we can know and befriend and choose to prioritize as
the most important person in our life. He enlarges our hearts to be wonderful spouses, loving
children, faithful friends, and everything in between. A Catholic Christian who calls St. Mary’s
home is someone who has been introduced to the person of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and
decide to follow after Him. Perhaps you have come to recognize that He is who He says He is,
the true God, worthy of our attention and love. Our good actions are symptoms of this real
relationship and friendship with Jesus. Can you look back at your life, and see the strands where
Jesus has been invisibly at work?

"Christians are indistinguishable from other men either by nationality, language or customs. They
do not inhabit separate cities of their own, or speak a strange dialect, or follow some outlandish
way of life. Their teaching is not based upon reveries inspired by the curiosity of men... And vet
there is something extraordinary ahbout their lives. They live in their own countries as though they
were only passing through. They play their full role as citizens, but labor under all the disabilities
of aliens. Any country can he their homeland, but for them their homeland, wherever it may be,
is a foreign country. Like others, they marry and have children, but they do not expose them.
They share their meals, but not their wives. They live in the flesh, but they are not governed by
the desires of the flesh. They pass their days upon earth, but they are citizens of heaven. Obedient
to the laws, they yet live on a level that transcends the law. Christians love all men, but all men
persecute them. Condemned because they are not understood, they are put to death, but raised
to life again. They live in poverty, but enrich many; they are totally destitute, but possess an
abundance of everything. They suffer dishonor, but that is their glory.” (Letter to Diogenitus)

| pray our lives are shaped and motivated by the fact that you and | have been seen and known
and loved hy the person of Jesus Christ.

God bless,
Fr Gallagher
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+ AROUND THE PARISH +

Thought for the Week

Faith doesn’t always mean that God will change a situation.
Sometimes it means He changes you.

ProLife Ministry - Word of Life

When we have lost our way and find ourselves hrought low
by sin and suffering, we can know with confidence that the
Lord will never abandon us. No matter what sins we have
committed or how many times we have chosen to separate
curselves from the flock, we can know that Christ's mercy
and kindness awaits us. There Is nothing we can do, no sin
so great, that cannot be overcome with the infinite mercy of
Christ.

USCCB Secretariat of ProLife Activities, “Hope After
Abortion”

Baby Bottle Collection for
First Way Life Center

The Knights of Columbus Council #674 will be distributing
Baby Battles at all Masses on October 3rd & 4th.

Contributions will be sent to First Way Life Center in
Woodbury, NJ, who have provided Pregnancy Counseling &
Information Services since 1970. Saint Mary’s has always
been one of the most generous parishes toward this cause.
Please consider giving to this life saving effort.

The bottles will be collected the following week at the
Masses of October 17th and 18th. Thank you for vour
generosity.

Flocknote: Our Way to Stay Connected!

Flocknote is Saint Mary's communication
platform, delivering important updates directly
through email and text messages. It is ideal
weather-related closures, last-minute schedule
changes, and notable event
information.

Only your email address or phone
number You can opt out at any
time.

Flocknote

If you'd like to sign up for
Flocknote, use this QR code to reach our
Flocknote Sign-up page.

Upcoming Parish Events

Tuesday, September 22
Parish Council Meeting, 7:00pm
Rectory Conference Room

Sunday, September 27
50/50 Raffle Drawing, after 11:30am Mass

Wednesday, September 30
UK Trip Informational Zoom Meeting, 7:00pm

Saturday, October 3 & Sunday, October 4
Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle Distribution

Sunday, October 4
Blessing of the Animals, 1:00pm
Behind the Rectory

Sunday, October 11
Knights of Columbus Corn Hole Tournament, 12 noon
Train Station Parking Lot

Monday, October 12
Parish Office Closed for Columbus Day

Military Service Members

United States Air Force
MSgt. David Gallagher
Christopher James Crieco
CMSgt. Brian Kienholz
John (Jak) Sullivan

United States Army
Sgt. Michael Anthony
Liam Driscoll
Dominick Kusmanick
15t Lt. Alexa Long
Nay’Shon Obey
Sean Patrick Ward
Tyler Williamson

United States Coast Guard
Ayden Loehell
A.). Parent

United States Marine Corps
Keegan Farlow

Colin Ward

United States Navy
Johnathan T. Brown

Please pray for those defending our country

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIG CHURCH, GLOUCESTER CITY



+ AROUND THE PARISH +

Do You Hear the Call?
Share Your Faith with Qur Youth!

Our 5th and 6th graders are at an exciting age—they are
curious, asking big questions, and ready to make thejr faith
their own. We are looking for faith-filled adults to guide
them on this journey as Catechists for the upcoming year.

You don't need a theology degree to say "Yes!" You just need
a love for Christ, a desire to help children grow in praver,
and a willing heart. We provide a fully planned, easy-to-use
curriculum, teaching resources, and plenty of support.

When: Classes meet on Wednesday afternoons from
3:30-4:30 pm beginning in September.

Next Steps: Safe Environment training/background check is
required for all volunteers.

If you feel a nudge to help our young people encounter
Jesus, please reach out to Andrew Stetser at (856)
981-7324.

Religious Education Registration for
e o] e riel

We are pleased to announce that the online registration
form for next year’s Religious Education program is now
availahle.

Please note: Beginning this vear, all
registrations will be handled exclusively
online. The registration form is available
on the parish website under Religious
Fducation or hy scanning this QR code.
Additionally, payment online is
available this year. Link to online
payment is also available on the Parish website.

Religious Ed
Registration

Sponsor a Religious Education Student

Fvery child in our parish deserves the chance to grow in
faith. Our Religious Education program is inviting
parishioners to sponsor a student this year, helping make
sure the program remains open to every family who wants
to take part. Tuition is $60 for the first child in a family,
$100 for the second, and $125 for the third, and any gift,
large or small, makes a difference.

If you would like to help, donations can be placed in the
collection basket, mailed, or dropped off at the Parish
Office during business hours. Please write 'Religious
Education" on the memo line of your check.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBEER 20, 2026

Raffle Ticket Mailing Issues

Some parishioners have reported not yet receiving the
50/50 raffle tickets that were mailed several weeks ago. We
helieve this to be an issue with the post office.

If you have not received your tickets, you may pick up a set
at the parish office during regular husiness hours: Monday
through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m.

We appreciate your patience and thank you for supporting
the Parish through the 50/50 raffle.

Blessing of Animals

Join us behind the Rectory at 1:00pm on Sunday, October 4
for the annual Blessing of Animals.

Memorial Donations

The following memorial donations were received by the
Monsignor Edward B. Lucitt Needy Children’s Christmas
Fund:

In memory of Theresa A. Graham from Linda and Sean
Murphy, John and Mary Schmiclt, Barbara Epright-Collins,
and Kathleen Pierman and Nicole Smalley

Join Us in the United Kingdom!

Fr. Allain Caparas and Fr. George Seiter invite you to join
them for a special trip to the United Kingdom in September
2027! Highlights include London, Oxford, Cambridge, the
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, afternoon British tea,
two nights at Ashridge Castle, and daily Mass.

Learn more at our Zoom informational meeting on
Wednesday, September 30, at 7:00 PM. We'll discuss the
itinerary, cost, and registration details and answer vour
questions.

Scan the QR code to register and
receive the Zoom link. There is no
obligation to book—come learn more
and invite a friend!

Reminder

In case of a cardiac emergency in the church, please keep
in mind that there is an AED located behind the pillar near
the Saint Joseph's altar. In case of emergency, call 911

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME




+ AROUND THE PARISH +

Summer ‘Bonan

50/50 ‘Raﬁle

The parish raffle offers a chance to win a cash

prize and support the missions of our faith.

Tickets are $10 each and sets of ten tickets
have been mailed to our parishioners.

Additional tickets are available after Sunday

masses and at the Parish Office.

Ticket stubs and payment can be returned in
the envelope enclosed with the tickets.

You can mail your ticket stubs to the parish,
drop them off at the Parish Office, or place
them in the collection basket.

The winning numbers will be drawn

on Sunday, September 27 after the
11:30am Mass. A

E INVITED

Discover the

United
Kingdom

SEPTEMBER 2027

A trip led by
Fr. Allain B. Caparas & Fr. George Seiter

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

Wednesday, September 30, 2026
7:00 PM | Via Zoom

Everyone is welcome! Join us to learn more about the trip.

REGISTER TO JOIN

Scan the QR code to register
and receive the Zoom meeting link

Ragistration is required to receive the meeting link.

'/

Bless a Child with a Box of Joy

Pack a BOX OF
JOY for a child in
need!
Send a Christmas
blessing that says,
“God loves you,

|H’

and so do |!

FOR CHILDREN WHO WISH
FOR JUST ONE GIFT

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court
Geise #439 will be distributing boxes on the
weekend of September 26th & 27th after all

the Masses.

Filled boxes can be left in the provided
collection boxes on the Mary side of the
church vestibule before Mass the weekend of
October 24th & 25th

All necessary information will be provided

Pilgrimage to the Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington, DC

Saturday, November 7, 2026

* Explore Chapels

«Spend Time in Prayer

« Confessions Available

« Concert of Sacred Music

« Holy Mass Celebrated by Bishop
Williams

+ Catholic Gift Shop & Book Store

« Cafeteria Available (You may also
bring lunch)

A 55-passenger charter bus has been reserved
Cost - $50 per person

Bus Leaves Gloucester City Library parking lot
promptly at 7:30am

Return trip following 3:00pm Mass

Breakfast Sandwiches provided courtesy of
Rocky Korman and Knights of Columbus

Signup sheets are available on the tables in the back of church

Payment will be collected after Mass September 19th & 20th,
or drop off at Parish office

Lets fill the bus with Saint Mary’s

Parishioners, Family and Friends!

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIG CHURCH, GLOUCESTER CITY




Saint Mary’s :
y . Offering - September 6, 2026
Lucky Day Calendar Winners
Parish Offerin $4880
September 2026 >
Date Amount Ticket Winner's Name R I En e s
9/1  $25.00 0947 Llou & Fran Stief S g $2630
9/2 $25.00 0422  Rose Underwood
9/3  $25.00 0180  Fran Magdziak Catholic University $385
9/4 $25.00 0151  Deacon Kevin Heil
9/5  $25.00 0239  lew Merryfield Total $10,368

9/6 $25.00 0923 Tom ). Duffy
9/7 $150.00 0378 Emi]y Gruff
9/8 $25.00 0792  Maureen Underwood Offerlng - September 13, 2026

9/9 $25.00 0007  Llinda Krier

Parish Offering $4228
9/10 $25.00 0339 Patricia A. Ragen
9/11 $25.00 0175  Maryann Stewart Parish Improvement $1991
9/12 $25.00 0759  Kathleen Carpenter
9/13  $25.00 0604 Donna Williamson E-Giving $1605
9/14 $25.00 0881 Bob Thomas

Total $7824

9/15 $25.00 0346 Bill Kenney Jr.

916 $25.00 0903  Megan Carpenter

9/17 $25.00 0950  Ed & Michele Glassman
9/18 $25.00 0248 Fr. Peter Gallagher

Parish e-Giving Portal

If you would like to switch to the

919 $25.00 0438  Jeff McKenna convenience of online giving, please scan the
codle here, or visit the parish website,

www.stmarysgloucestercity.org, to visit the e-

9/21 $25.00 0505 Ronnie Battershy Giving portal where you can sign up to make

: a recurri -time donation to any of
9/22 25.00 0934 Wendy Garve 4 FECLITNE ORone Y
; Y Y our parish funds. Please note that the default

9/20 $25.00 0366  Raeann Saunders

9/23 $25.00 0708  Brian Morrell donation is recurring, and for the First

9/24 §25.00 0591 Kathy McCarthy Co]](?c.non. If you need assistance with the e-
Giving portal, you can contact WeShare

9/25 $25.00 0765  Robert Hagan support at 877-316-0260, and choose

9/26  $25.00 0904  Deborah Fulginiti WeshareDonor Slipport

9/27 $25.00 0438  Jeff McKenna

9/28 $25.00 0035 Michael Christ

9/29 $25.00 0149  Saint Mary's Church
9/30 $25.00 0068  Jennifer Delancy

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBEER 20, 2026 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME



+ AROUND THE PARISH +

Sacraments and Policies

Baptism Parish Membership

Held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month following Registering in our faith community is the best way to

the 11:30 Mass. Godparents must obtain a Letter of become invelved in our parish! When you register, vou

Eligibility from their home parish(es). A one-hour Baptism become part of our vibrant Catholic community whose

class is required if the baptism is for the parents’ first child. members support one another in living out Jesus’ Great

Both parents must attend, and Godparents are strongly Commission to be his evangelizing disciples. Visit or call

urged to attend. Class is held at the Rectory at 7:00pm on the office to register.

the Tst Wednesday of the month. Parents must call the

parish office to confirm their attendance at the class. Certificates of Eligibﬂity

. In order to receive a certificate, you (not your parent) must

Marrlage be a practicing Catholic, and registered in the parish. If

Arrangements must be made 1 year prior to the marriage married, you must be married in the church. You must

date. Please contact the Rectory. attend Mass regularly. Use of weekly offering envelopes will
tell us vou are attending regularly.

OCIA

The process of prayer, study, and spiritual formation that Care of the Sick

prepares adults for entrance into our faith. Please contact Contact the parish office to arrange home visits with the

Deacon Kevin Heil. Fucharist for the sick and elderly. Alsa, contact the parish

office for the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

.

| Knights |

Council meets the 1% &

Kn -] ht f 3" Mondays of the
lg S 0 month @ 7:30pm.
605 Monmouth Street,

Columbus’| @

Gloucester City Council 674

C>RNH®ILE
TOURNAIVIENT
DOUBLE ELIMINATION TOURNAMENT
Please Join us! SUNDAY October 11th, 2026
7:00pm TIME: 12:00 pm start

TRAIN STATION PARKING LOT
$50.00 PER PLAYER REGISTARTION FEE

DISCOVER YOUR MISSION. GUEST FEE $25.00

BECOME A KNIGHT.
- — ALL FEES INCLUDE FOOD & BEVERAGE
mpowering men to live their fait

athome, n their parish, atworkand | | CASH PRIZES FOR TOURNAMENT WINNERS

in their communities.

Come - Join our Council
Gloucester City Council 674
Scan QR Code and use promo code
“BLESSEDMCGIVNEY™

Holy Hour
The Knights will be saying the
Rosary on the following dates:

November 23rd, 2026

FOR INFORMATION AND REGESTRATION CONTACT JOHN
NOLAN @ (609) 980-7738

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIG CHURCH, GLOUCESTER CITY




+ PARISH DIRECTORY + + MASS TIMES +

Clergy
Pastor

Reverend George Seiter
856-456-0052, ext. 2

Parochial Vicar
Reverend Peter Gallagher
856-456-0052, ext. 2

Deacon
Kevin C. Heil

Parish Staff

Parish Administrator
Dan Spencer
856-456-0052, ext. 2

Financial Secretary
Ronnie Battershy
856-456-0052, ext. 3

Bulletin/Website
Wendy Garvey

Maintenance
Al Rickens

Director of Music
Joe Corman
215-983-7068

Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers
Sarah Murphy

Pro-Life Ministry
Anne Stiles
609-457-5933

Parish Nurses
Ann Delengowski

Sacristan
Dave Clifton

Assistant Sacristan
Jeffrey Gurcik
609-314-8208

Director, Christian Initiation for Adults
Deacon Kevin C. Heil
856-456-0052

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBEER 20, 2026

Rectory Offices

426 Monmouth Street

Gloucester City, N] 08030

Main Phone: 856-456-0052

Email: stmaryrectory@comcast.net
Website: www.stmarysgloucestercity.org

Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Closed 12noon - 1:00pm for lunch

Director of Youth Religious Education
Andrew Stetser
religious-ed@stmarysgloucestercity.org
Class times: 8th grade, Sunday 4:30pm;
Ist-7th grades, Wednesday 3:30-4:30pm

President, Parish Council
Kathy Arensmeyer

Chairman, Parish Financial Council
Patrick Healey

Trustees
John and Elaine McNutt
856-430-8408

Regent, Catholic Daughters of America
Raseann Michel
856-308-8804

Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus
Joe Kain

856-261-7492

Meetings: first & Third Mondays,
7:30pm

President, Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians

Roseann Miche]

856-308-8804

Meetings: Second Thursday of the
month, Knights of Columbus Hall

Legion of Mary

Kathy Arensmeyer

856-345-8139

Meetings: Wednesdays, 10:00am,
Knights of Columbus Hall

Daily Mass
Monday - Friday

8:00am

Saturday
9:00am

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil Mass

4:00pm

Sunday
9:30am & 171:30am

Reconciliation
Saturday
9:30am
3:15pm-3:45pm

Eucharistic Adoration
Meonday
7:00pm

Readings for the Week

Monday, September 21, 2026
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13 Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 Mt
9:9-13

Tuesday, September 22, 2026
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13 Ps 119:1, 27, 30,
34, 35, 44 Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday, September 23, 2026
Prv 30:5-9 Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101,
104, 163 Lk 9:1-6

Thursday, September 24, 2026
Eccl 1:2-11 Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14
and 17bc Lk 9:7-9

Friday, September 25, 2026
Fcel 3:7-11 Ps 144:1h and 2abe, 3-4
Lk 9:18-22

Saturday, September 26, 2026
Eccl 11:9-12:8 Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13,
14 and 17 Lk 9:43h-45

Sunday, September 27, 2026

Fz 18:25-28 Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 Phil
2:7-17 or 2:1-5 Mt 21:28-32

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME






