
TThe Roman Catholic Communit  of  

St. Maƒhőw Chŧrh 

 

PARISH MISSION 
 

We, the people of St. Matthew Parish, are called by Baptism and sent forth by Christ to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ. In the spirit of faith and community, we invite all people to join us in bringing people 
closer together and closer to God. We accomplish this by: Conforming our lives to the image of Christ 
through prayer and worship; Contributing to the growth of the parish by spreading the Gospel message in our 
words and actions; Being faithful stewards to St. Matthew by sharing our time, talents and treasures; Lending 
support to the leadership of our parish; and Working together to fulfill our parish mission. 



  7:30 and 11:30 am

SERVED BY

Very Rev. Steven Conner………………………………….....Pastor
Rev. George Sharp………………………………….….In Residence
Rev. Gerard Graziano…………………………..…….In Residence
Deacon Drew Dickson………………….….Permanent Deacon
                                                 Pastoral Council Chairperson
Deacon Joseph Romano………………….Permanent Deacon
Keith Guthrie………………….……...Music Minister/Organist
Julie Guthrie………………………………...……….Leader of Song
Francine Dowd……...….Administra ve Asst. to the Pastor
Lorraine De Simone……..Secretary/Religious Ed. Director
Ray Kerrison…………………………………………..………...Trustee
Lauren Larkin…………………………………………………….Trustee

SERVED BY

Fr. Jimson Varghese, SDV……..…………………Administrator

Fr. Louis Caputo, SDV………………………….…….In Residence

Deacon Drew Dickson………………….….Permanent Deacon
                                                 Pastoral Council Chairperson
Deacon Joseph Romano………………….Permanent Deacon
Keith Guthrie………………….……...Music Minister/Organist
Julie Guthrie………………………………...……….Leader of Song
Lorraine De Simone……..Secretary/Religious Ed. Director
Joseph Strazemski………………………………….………...Trustee
Lauren Larkin…………………………………………………….Trustee

  7:30 and 11:30 am

Parish Information 
555 PROSPECT AVENUE ·  RIDGEFIELD · NEW JERSEY 07657

Served by the Vocationist Fathers
Fr. Jimson Varghese, SDV—Pastor

Fr. Louis Caputo, SDV—Residence

Deacon Drew Dickson—Permanent Deacon and           
Pastoral Council Chairperson

Victoria Dickson—Parish Catechetical Leader

Keith Guthrie—Music Minister / Organist

Julia Guthrie—Leader of Song

Lyly Tsouratakis—Secretary

Lucy Gonzalez—Office Associate

Joseph Strazemski—Trustee

Lauren Larkin—Trustee

WE INVITE YOU TO CELEBRATE . . . 
Baptism: The second and fourth Saturday of the Month at 
1:30PM.  Arrangements for Baptism are made by calling the 
rectory.

Religious Education Program (Eucharist & Confirmation): 
For children 1st to 8th grades who are not attending Catholic 
School. Classes are held on Sundays from September to May 
at 10:30AM with expected attendance at the 12 noon Mass.

Marriage: The Bishops of New Jersey have directed that all   

sacramental preparation for the Celebration of Marriage are to 
begin with a staff priest, one year prior to the date of          
marriage. Engaged couples themselves are expected to call the 
rectory to make the proper arrangements. 

Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the rectory of a family 

member who is ill. Urgent calls will be attended any time, day 
or night.

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday from 1:00PM to 1:30PM

CONTACT US
Rectory Hours:  Mondays 12NN-5PM, 

Tues-Thursdays 9AM-5PM, Fridays by appt. only

P: (201) 945-3500 ן F: (201) 945-3796  

Email: contactus@stmatthewridgefield.org 

Website: www.stmatthewridgefield.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Monday—Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30AM

Saturday Morning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9:00AM

Saturday Mass of Anticipation . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00PM

Sunday Morning . . . . . 8:00AM, 10:00AM & 12NN

Thursdays / Holy Hour of Adoration at St. Nicholas 
Church, Palisades Park. . . . . . . . . 6:15PM - 7:15PM

Holy Days . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  Please check Bulletin

Online donation will allow you to send your Sunday offers using 
credit card or bank transfers anytime, anywhere.  Visit 

www.stmatthewridgefield.org and click on Parish Giving to enroll.                             



Nineteenth Sunday in ordinary time 
AUGUST 9, 2026 

Monday, August 10   St. Lawrence, Deacon &  
Martyr 
  7:30  Antonio Morin    
           Req.  Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Scrivanich 
     -     Ada Venditti   Req.  Teresa Kaminsky 
 

Tuesday, August 11   St. Clare, Virgin 
  7:30   Antonio Morin    
            Req.  Mr. & Mrs. Steven Busanich 
 

Wednesday, August 12   Weekday 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 
  7:30  Nicolo Matea Busanich   Req.  Jill Busanich 
  

Thursday, August 13   Weekday 
Sts. Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs 
  7:30  Elena Busanic   Req.  Tarabokija Family  
 

Friday, August 14   St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest & 
Martyr 
  7:30  Antonio Morin   Req.  Susan Ceseretti  
 

Saturday, August 15   THE ASSUMPTION OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
  9:00  John Koukoulas   Req.  Doris & Steve Kedes 
  4:00  Maria Picinic   
           Req.  Hanh Nguyen & Quy Hoang 
     -     Susan Conzo   Req.  Pat Calabria,  
           Patricia Calabria & Melissa Tedesco 
 

Sunday, August 16   Twentieth Sunday in OT 
  8:00  Mauro (Morris) Altamura    
           Req.  Mom, Dad, Loredana & Joe & Family 
10:00  Fioravanti & Angelina Valentino, and  
           Gaetano Guacci   Req.  Rosalba & Anna Guacci 
12:00  People of the Parish    

Remember to Pray for the Sick: 
William Conner, Nino Altamura, Agnes Seitter, 
Eddie Conner, Michael Crawford, Dawn Black, 

and Brianna Ernest 
 

Remember to Pray for the Military:             
All Men & Women in our Military Here and 

Abroad. 

 

Remember the Parish in Your Will 

Please consider including St. Matthew Church in 
your Will.   A bequest to the Church will leave a  

legacy of faith that will help ensure that our      
mission and ministries remain vigorous and alive 

for future generations.  

 

Wine & Hosts:  In loving memory of  
Susan Conzo  —  Req.  Pat Calabria 
Patricia Calabria & Melissa Tedesco 
 
 

Sanctuary Lamp:  In loving memory of    
John Gambino  —  Req.  The Lavin Family 
 
 

Altar Candles:  In loving memory of  
Sal Porretto  —  Req. The Lavin Family 

 

Next Weekend’s Second Collection— 
Assumption Collection & Church in Africa 

For the Beginning of the Month 

St. Matthew’s Prayer Group 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph! 
Friends of Saint Justin’s Prayer 
Group will be meeting every first 
Saturday after the 9:00AM Mass.  

Next meeting will be on Sept. 5th          
All are welcome! 

Augus  



 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS                           
 

Archbishop Thomas J. Walsh Council #3550 
Meets at St. Matthew Columbian Hall every 
Fourth Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm 

 

Pope John XXIII Assembly #668 
Meets at St. Matthew Columbian Hall                                                                                                        

Third Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 

Contact Us:  www.KOFC3550.org 

 V ca i nis   C rner 
O my God and my All, I am afraid, I do understand, that they 
are not tears for supernatural reasons; I do not believe that You 
despise me, since I am Your creature, and, if I cry, it only 
means that I am in dire need. 
If this displeases You, My Lord, grant that I may always regain 
new strengths in my weakness and tiredness.  Grant that I may 
feel like I am being carried in Your Arms on my still lengthy 
journey. 

Learn more about Fr. Justin by visiting the                 
Vocationist Fathers’ website at 
www.vocationistfathers.org  

-St. Justin Russolillo,                    
Spirit of Prayer [page 223] 

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: 
Blessed Virgin Mary, assumed into heaven, pray for us. 
Help us to follow your Son with faithful hearts, 
trusting always in God's promises. 
May your example lead us closer to Jesus 
and inspire us to seek the joys of heaven. 
Amen.  

[Saturday, August 15th] 

PARISH REGISTRATIONS: 
We understand that life can be busy, and not everyone has the opportunity to stop by the 
rectory to pick up a hardcopy registration form. To make the process easier and more 
convenient, we have provided our new Parish Registration link below or simply scan 
with your phone the QR code.  Whether you are new to the area, returning to the 
Church, or looking for a parish to call home, we welcome you with open arms and look 

forward to having you join our parish family! God bless you all. 

 https://www.osvhub.com/stmatthewridgefield/directory/register 

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY  

The U.S. bishops have transferred World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly (July 26) to the first 
weekend after Labor Day (Sept. 11-13) to coincide with National Grandparents Day in the United States.  
You are invited to a special afternoon of reflection on Saturday, September 12th from 1:30PM—4:30PM at 
the Archdiocesan Pastoral Center (171 Clifton Ave, Newark) followed by a Mass & Blessing of                        
Grandparents celebrated by Cardinal Tobin.  To register, please visit www.rcan.org/grandparents-2026.                         

For questions, email joanne.depasquale-parent@rcan.org.  



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN: 
We are excited to welcome all children in Grades 1-8 to our Program for the upcoming year. Classes begin in                
September of 2026 and will be held on Sunday morning from 10:30AM to 11:45AM. All children                   
preparing to receive Sacraments of First Holy Communion or           
Confirmation—including students attending Notre Dame School—
must register for the Sunday Religious Education Program.  

To register, please provide a copy of your child’s baptismal              
certificate. Registration forms are available at the parish rectory or 
can be requested by emailing Vicki Dickson at vicki@stmatthewridgefield.org.  

We are also seeking for volunteers to help make this year’s program a success. If you are interested in  
sharing your time and talents, please email Vicki for more information!                                                                            

We look forward to growing in faith with your family this year! 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRIVE: 
The St. Matthew Food Pantry is hosting a Back-to-School Backpack Drive to support families in need as 
they prepare for the upcoming school year. 

We kindly ask you to donate a new Backpack filled with some (or all) of the below items.  Donations will be 
accepted between Saturday, August15th—Sunday, August 30th.  *PLEASE NOTE: Do NOT drop off           
donations after August 30th as we would like to maintain a clean and safe facility.  

*Drop off Information: There will be a Bin for Backpack and School Supply Donations in the Church            
Lobby (Main Entrance) or at the Rectory.  Last year we helped over 80 children in Pre-K to grade 12.               
Let’s do it again!  Thank you for your support! 

LIST OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

Pens, Pencils, Pencil Box, Notebooks, Folders, Binders, Crayons, Rulers, Erasers, Post-it Sticky Notes,  
Highlighters, Colored Pencils, Markers, Crayons, Loose Leaf Paper, Scissors, and Glue Sticks. 

OCIA PROGRAM: 
If you or someone you know would like to enter more deeply into the Catholic 
Church by receiving the Sacraments of Initiation  -  
Baptism, First Holy Communion, and/or Confirmation - we invite you to  
consider joining our OCIA classes.  
 

  Classes will begin this September (date to be announced).  
  For more  information or to register, please contact Deacon Drew. 



 

Readings for the Week   

 

Monday, August 10 
2 Cor 9:6-10 Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 Jn 12:24-26  

 

Tuesday, August 11 
Ez 2:8—3:4 Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131  

Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14  
 

Wednesday, August 12 

Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22 Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 Mt 18:15-20 
 

Thursday, August 13 
Ez 12:1-12 Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62 Mt 18:21—19:1 

 

Friday, August 14 
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6  

Mt 19:3-12  
 

Saturday Day, August 15 
Rev 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 1  

Cor 15:20-27 Lk 1:39-56  
Saturday Vigil, August 15 

1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2 Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 1 
Cor 15:54b-57 Lk 11:27-28  

 

Sunday, August 16 
Is 56:1, 6-7 Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 Rom 11:13-15, 29-32  

Mt 15:21-28  
 

Reflection for the Week —  by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson   
 
If time travel were possible, I would enjoy a relaxed conversation with St. Peter about his past fears, especially his fear of 
drowning.  My own fear of the same happened many years ago when I was a boy on a lakeside summer vacation with my 
family.  I was wading carefree in the cool water when suddenly the soft ground beneath me disappeared, and I started to 
sink.  My arms flailing about happily caught the lifeguard’s attention, and I soon felt the power of his strong arms around 
me as he carried me to shore. My fear of deep water born that day has been with me ever since.  This despite several failed 
efforts to learn how to swim. 
 

In our gospel scene today, we see wonderfully impetuous St. Peter leap from the storm-tossed boat when he heard his 
Lord invite him to join him by simply saying “Come!”  But it wasn’t an easy ocean walk. The big fisherman felt small as 
he started to sink. His one prayer became: “Lord, save me!”  Afterward, Jesus had to ask our first pope: “Why did you 
begin to have doubts, O man of little faith?” 
 

Jesus had always insisted that people should look at a situation in its entirety before they acted (Matthew 16:24-25). He 
was always completely honest with people, as He still is with us.  He urged any who would follow Him to see the         
difficulties of doing so before they joined Him on “the Way.”  A thread runs through Christian history of people’s failure 
to count the cost of a decision and not act on impulse or emotion.  Dare I cite Judas as an example? 
 

So, it is well to have our own emotions in check when we are considering doing something “for Jesus’ sake.”  Prudence is 
a virtue.  It is not so much a harness on our generosity as it is a cautionary blinking yellow light on our internal switch-
board.  The rent money, after all, has a built-in purpose. 
 

Like all of us, St. Peter and the chosen Eleven had to learn the truths of the Lord the hard way.  Experience is a hard  
teacher because first you get the test and then the lesson.  So, it is wise to pay attention to life lessons from Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

At the Milan Cathedral in Italy, there are three inscriptions over the respective doorways.  Over the right-hand door there 
is this motto: “All that pleases is but for a moment.”  Over the left-hand door the words are: “All that troubles is but for a 
moment.”  But over the central door there is a simple sentence: “Nothing is important save that which is eternal.”  
 

God love you and give you prudence.  
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NJ PLUMBING LICENSE #9943 
586 BERGEN BLVD., RIDGEFIELD
Plumbing • Heating 

Process Piping
201-945-4992

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, 
Chimney, Deck 
Replacement

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC
the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutters, Masonry, 

Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

732-589-9967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

• Family Owned/Operated
• Lic. #13VH0934200
• Bonded & Insured

• 20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.org
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

WHAT WOULD
Jesus DO?

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Connecting locally trusted businesses who 
support our parish and the community. 

SEARCH BY 
Promotions • Business Category • Your Location

TO INSTANTLY FIND 
Specials • Discounts • Featured Information



You can be assured we take great personal pride in the work we do.
When you need us, we’ll be here.

809 Broad Avenue, Ridgefi eld, NJ 07657  |  Gina Chong, Manager, N.J. Lic. # 4904
(201) 945-5032  |  www.blackleyfh.com

“Serving Th e 
Community 
Since 1933”

Integrity, 
Honesty, 

Professionalism

Full Legal Services
At Fees You Can Aff ord

JOHN H. ANLIAN
Attorney At Law

• Real Estate

• Divorces

• Bankruptcies

• Landlord/Tenant

• Corporations

• Zoning Matters

• Wills, Estates, & Trusts

• Workers’ Comp.

• Traffi  c Court

• Personal Injury

• Auto Accidents

• Environmental Matters

201-943-1110
www.johnanlian.com

Only 4 Miles South Of G.W. Bridge

187 Anderson Av Frvw 
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    WE BUY
HOUSES!
$ WE PAY
CASH!

   WE CLOSE

FAST!
AS-IS

ANY CONDITION
NO REALTOR FEE’s

www.OlivesRealEstate.com
Olive Tree Investments

201.820.5673

Bergen County, N.J.
Call/Text: 
M. Said

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INC.
REMODELING • ROOFING • SIDING

WINDOWS • ADDITIONS
“Where Quality and Dependability is a Tradition since1976”

John Quaregna - Lic. #13VH00218900
201-943-5380

In-Home Care Services
include companionship, 
meal preparation, wash 

laundry, personal hygiene,
& medication reminders.

Call Priscilla at
551-255-7120

Serving Families in 
Ridgefield for 15 Years

Construction Co., Inc.
MASON CONTRACTORS - BUILDERS - NEW CONSTRUCTION

Brick | Block | Concrete Work | Pavers | Stucco | Hardscaping | Asphalt
Angelo Severino, Jr.          Established 1960

sevco@live.com         201-943-0570         Ridgefi eld, NJ

Residential                         Commercial

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME

Chris Camizzi
ccamizzi@jppc.net| 201-315-3830

to our Bulletin Sponsors

Appreciation Attracts Growth

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

SAMI

in remembrance of

ASK
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