
The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave., Livingston, New Jersey 07039

August 23, 2026

Served by:

Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor

Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz,
Director of Religious Education

Sr. Joan Godeski, CSJB, 
Adult Faith Formation

Mass Schedule: 
Daily Mass: 

Monday- Saturday: 8:00am

Weekend Mass:

Saturday: 4:00pm*

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am*,

12:00pm, and 6:00pm  

*Also livestreamed with link -  

https://meet.google.com/cqe-yihd-cqw

Weekly Adoration & Benediction:

Thursday: 6:00 - 8:00pm

Mass: 7:30pm 

Confessions:
Saturday: 3:00-3:45pm

Parish Staff :
Dawn Duff y, Pastoral Assistant/Secretary 

Denise Flanagan, Pastoral Associate/

Coordinator Religious Education

Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator 

Religious Education/Bulletin Editor

Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper

Matthew Carlos, Music Coordinator

Ralph Bonanno, Organist 

Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist

Boguslaw Recko, Plant Manager

Alicja Recko, Plant Services

Robert Panaligan, Special Projects

Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli, 
Trustees

Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns†, 
Pastor Emeritus: 
Parish Offi  ce - 973-992-9490
Parish Fax - 973-740-0236  

Parish E-Mail: 
straphaelrcc@comcast.net 

www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston/
Parish Website: 

www.straphaelnj.org  Online Giving
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THURSDAY, August 27

Saint Monica

1 Corinthians 1:1-9; Matthew 24: 42a,44

8:00am Francis Kim†, r/o Kim Family 

7:30pm Vincent A. Vitiello†, 

r/o Vince Vitiello 

FRIDAY, August 28

Saint Augustine, Bishop 

and Doctor of the Church 

1 Corinthians 1:17-25; Matthew 25:1-13

8:00am Mary Judge Bolger†, 

r/o Kim Family

SATURDAY, August 29

The Passion of Saint John the Baptist

1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Mark 6:17-29

8:00am Carlos Amistad †, 

r/o Alicia Pagalilauan 

†
Deceased

SATURDAY, August 22, SUNDAY, August 23

Twenty-fi rst Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 22:19-23: Romans 11:33-36; 

Matthew 16:13-20

4:00pm Ellie Chiarella† r/o Carolyn Ahrens 

8:00am Dan Devlin†

10:00am Sofi a DeGuzman †
12:00pm People of the Parish

6:00pm Sofi a DeGuzman†, r/o Evy & Teddy DeGuzman 

MONDAY, August 24

Saint Bartholomew, Apostle

Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51

8:00am Brendan Devlin†

TUESDAY, August 25

Tuesday of the Twenty-fi rst Week in Ordinary Time 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a, 14-17; Matthew 23:23-26

8:00am Arturo “Jack” Clomera†, r/o Leizl Somoza 

WEDNESDAY, August 26 

Wednesday of the Twenty-fi rst Week in Ordinary Time 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18; Matthew 23:27-32

8:00am Carlos Amistad†, r/o Alicia Pagalilauan

Offertory for August 8-9, 2026: 

$8374.00

Many thanks for your generosity 
and your continued support of the parish.

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:

Lirio “Didi” Acosta, Robin Alampi,  Arturo & Clarita Almeda, 
Ivan Ballon, Cynthia Bautista, Ralph Bonanno, Mary Grace 
Bonifacio, Connor Boyle, Kathleen McCormick Campi, Mike 
Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Ruth Clark, Lilian Clemente, Richard 
Conforti, Ines DeJesus, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Patty & Tony 
Espiritu, Tom Fitzgerald, Ronnie Frucci, John Frucci III, Pat Fusaro, 
Erlinda Gatchalian, Peter Hardy, Valerie Haynes, Kaylee Hayslip, 
Mike Higgins, Avelina Javier, Annie Kaferle, Glenn Kaplinski, Beth 
Karper, Barry Klein, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Michael 
Kratzer, Lisa Lombardo, Addie & William Lopez, Adele Mangano, 
Karen Matthews, Mag McManus, Nicole McGuire, Carol McInnis, 
Paul McInnis, Donna Mikolajewski, Bobby Neal, Tommy Olivio, 
Gail Bennett Owens, Miriam Perez, Chuckie Piro, Diana Quinn, 
Charles Quinn, Fran Risch, Mary Joan Robertson, Jennifer Rullis, 
Angie Salazar, Josephine Sapia, � omas Sharkey, Michael Spiaggia, 
Louisa St. Fort, � eresa Mary Taylor, Alex Tiboni, Peter Toriello, 
Lorna Troja, Carmen Vasquez, Goyet Vasquez, Irene Villanova, 
Alan Wallace, Ralph Wetzel, Ellen Winter, Nora Yamamoto.

Remember our military and their families and our veterans. 
Protect our health care workers, our law enforcement, fi re fi ght-
ers, and all other essential workers.

Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions: August 23 through August 29

Please pray for peace.



Do You See Jesus?
by Denise Flanagan

Jesus asked a very simple question. “Who do 

People say I am?” Jesus had been living among 
the people, teaching them about God the Father, 
and performing miracles. Why should there be any 
doubt as to who He was? But in thinking about this 
Gospel, I asked myself, “Do I see Jesus in every-
one I meet?”

One of the gospels that we focus on in our 
Confirmation classes is Matthew 25:31-46 (the 
sheep and the goats). Jesus explained that anyone 
who fed Him when He was hungry, or gave Him 
water when He was thirsty, or clothed Him when 

He was naked, or visited Him when He was in 

prison, would enter the Kingdom of heaven. But 
the people didn’t get it. They asked Him, “When 
did we help you when you were hungry or thirsty 
or naked or in prison?” Jesus said, “Whenever 

you did this for the least of my brothers, you did 

it for me.”

Last weekend, several students in our Confirma-
tion Class of 2026 joined forces with the amazing 
group “Samaritans Always Care” (or SAC) to 

assist in packing up the backpacks for children in 
need. It was an event to remember. Eleven very  

eager children in a room filled notebooks, pens, 
pencils, erasers, highlighters, crayons, file folders, 
etc. It was total chaos!!  But the kids came up 

with a game plan and then the fun began! They 
separated the items, counted them, figured out 
how many of each item went in each bag, and then 
they packed! Two and a half hours later, we were 
completely exhausted. But we accomplished our 
goal. We combined ours with those packed by 
SAC for a grand total of 180 backpacks! That 
night, we were the sheep!!

On behalf of Father Lito, Father Joe, Dawn, and 
the SAC group, thank you to everyone who con-
tributed so generously to this event. Your kind 
support will benefit so many children, and you 
taught us all a lesson in seeing Jesus in everyone 
and in every situation! God bless!



CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (CLOW) 

CLOW takes place at the 10:00 am Children’s Mass. The 
Gospel lessons are presented in a way that children can relate 
to. After the lesson, the children join Fr. Lito or Fr. Joe at 
the altar to discuss what they learned and to celebrate the 

Consecration of the Eucharist. 

Last week, the children the children learned the Gospel story 
about the perseverance of the Canaanite woman who wanted 

Jesus to  help her daughter. They were given bracelets with 
the message “Faith Before Fear”, which is a great message 
for all of us to hold onto.

CLOW is a great way for the children to continue to learn 
about Jesus through the Summer months, until we all 
return for religious education classes on September 13. 
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Dear Parents,

Thanks for your interest in forming a 
youth group for High School students 
and their friends. Our fi rst meeting will 
be on Sunday evening, September 13, 

at 7:15 at St. Raphael’s Church.

Our fi rst community service opportunity 
will be to assist in the games for the 
children at our picnic on Sept. 19.

If you are interested in attending and 
have not replied to the survey. There is 
still time to reply by using this link. 

https://forms.gle/jsMv2jVziXxyY5ea8

If you have any questions, please call the 

parish offi ce. We look forward to begin-
ning this exciting ministry.

The Youth Group Team

ADULT RELIGIOUS FORMATION BOOK CLUB

Book Club on Wednesday, September 16 

from 9:00 am to 10:00 am.

 “Rediscover Catholicism,” by Matthew Kelly.

Over the past 20 years, Matthew Kelly has seen more of the world 
than most presidents and more of the Church than most bishops. 

Now, in this unique and timely book, he proposes that Catholi-
cism is not a lifeless set of rules and regulations, but a way of life, 
designed by God, to help each person reach his or her full 
potential. With remarkable insight, Kelly dispels dozens of myths 
that surround the rejection of Catholicism today and provides 
a profound and practical vision of what will lead the Catholic 

Church to thrive again in the future. “Rediscover Catholicism” is 
quickly becoming the most-read Catholic book of our times. From 
the spellbinding opening story, Kelly grips his readers and takes 
them on a life-changing journey to rediscover the genius of 
Catholicism.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION WITH SISTER JOAN

A Spiritual Direction doesn’t direct as much as listen, notice, and 
help the person listen and notice, and help the person listen and 

notice where God is ever present and working in their life. Tell-
ing one’s story or sacred tale is the central activity that occurs 
in Spiritual Direction. The director encourages the directee to 
share their experience of faith by telling their stories, while ever 
growing in their love for God.
Would you be interested in Spiritual Direction?
Please contact Sister Joan at 848-467-0015, for more information.



The Tobias OverHall: Creating  

“A Hall New World”

St. Raphael is pleased to announce plans 

for the renovation of Tobias Hall.

For many years, Tobias Hall has been an 
important gathering place for our parish  
community. From ministry meetings and 
parish events to celebrations and fellowship, 

it is a space where relationships are formed, 

memories are made, and our parish family 

comes together. The planned renovation will 
create a brighter, more welcoming, and more 
functional environment, while ensuring that  
Tobias Hall continues to serve our parishio-
ners and ministries for generations to come. 
Those wishing to support the renovation may 
make a donation to the Heritage Fund. Please 
make checks out to “St. Raphael Church 

Heritage Fund”, and add a note on the memo 
line “Tobias Hall Project”. Donations can 
also be made using the QR code below. 

Together, we can make  
the Tobias OverHall  
possible and create  

“A Hall New World” for 

our parish community.

SAC has been collect-
ing monetary donations 
so members can purchase 

diapers and formula for 

Straight and Narrow to  
distribute to those in need. Thanks you for 
your continued generosity.

VETERANS’ CORNER

It is with profound sorrow that we 

remember Albert N. “Doc” Brown, 
a U.S. Army Dental Corps officer, 
World War II veteran, and survi-
vor of the infamous Bataan Death 
March, who has passed away  
at the age of 105. Doc endured  
unimaginable hardship during  
one of the darkest chapters of 

World War II, yet emerged with 
a remarkable strength, dignity, and unwavering spirit. 
His life was defined not by the suffering he endured, but 
by the courage, resilience, and service he carried forward. 
Doc leaves behind far more than a remarkable lifetime. 
He leaves a legacy of courage, sacrifice, perseverance, and 
service that will not be forgotten.

In 1941, as war approached the Philippines, Brown was 
serving with the U.S. Army there, when Japanese forces 
launched their invasion following the attack on Pearl  
Harbor. The American and Filipino defenders fought  
desperately on the Bataan Peninsula, enduring hunger, 
disease, exhaustion, and dwindling supplies. On April 
9, 1942, Bataan fell. For Brown, surrender did not mean 
safety. It marked the beginning of one of the darkest  
ordeals of his life.

He became one of approximately 75,000–78,000 American 
and Filipino prisoners forced onto the Bataan Death March, 
a brutal journey of roughly 65 miles under the scorching 
Philippine sun. Prisoners were denied adequate food and 

water, beaten, abused, and subjected to horrific conditions. 
Thousands would die during the march and in the captivity 
that followed. Brown endured starvation, extreme exhaus-
tion, disease, and violence. When he could no longer keep 
pace, he was bayoneted by his Japanese captors. But he kept 

moving. And surviving the march was only the beginning.

Brown spent more than three years as a prisoner of war, 

enduring malnutrition, malaria, dengue fever, dysentery, 
forced labor, and brutal treatment. His weight fell from 
around 180 pounds to less than 100 pounds. Yet even in 
captivity, he understood that what was happening to the 
prisoners must someday be remembered.

He secretly kept notes of his experiences, preserving  
his recollections, despite the enormous danger of being  
discovered. In doing so, he became not only a survivor,  
but a witness to history. When liberation finally came in 
1945, Brown returned home profoundly weakened. He 
spent years recovering, and doctors reportedly doubted  
that he would live to the age of 50.

He lived more than twice that long.

ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC:

Saturday, September 19th 
following the 4:00 Mass
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Approved

 Auto Repair

LIVINGSTON TIRE 
COMPANY

Our Tires Are Always On Sale
State Inspection • Exhaust • Wheels
Alignment • Brakes • Air Conditioning

56 E. Northfi eld Rd.

A d

Rd.

973-533-0101
www.LivingstonTire.com

We are Ready To Help You Get Back 

In Motion!

    743 North� eld Ave., Suite 2
          West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

973-669-8300

Family Owned Since 1963

Free Estimates

973-325-3626

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

Quinn-Hopping
FUNERAL HOME

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVE., LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

973-992-1414

JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI
Manager
NJ Lic. No.4871

ABBY SEELEY
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 5440 

RAYSHEL W. CAMPANA
Advanced Planning Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4581

All Types of Roo� ng
Slate • Tile

Copper

Designer Shingles

973-992-9154
info@guymarcompany.com

Scan To
Request a Quote

973-882-7733 • TOLL FREE: 888-972-8564
3-C Great Meadows Lane • East Hanover, NJ 07936

Email:info@prowaterheatersnj.com

Water Heaters 
Boilers • Appliances

Plumbing License #36B100982500

Home Improvement License #13VH10102700

Special Offer
Special Offer

$1,300
$1,300

40G Rheem or

40G Rheem or 

Bradford White

Bradford White

40 Gallon Water 
Heater

40 Gallon Water 
Heater

6 YR Warran
ty Deliver

ed,

6 YR Warran
ty Deliver

ed,

Installe
d & Hauled Away

Installe
d & Hauled Away

“Clean a Vent, 

Save a Life”

www.TheDryerGuys.net

1-888-DGUYS23
Parishioner

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Check out the latest off erings by your 
bulletin sponsors by downloading our app

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Marva Allen-Campbell

732-534-1842 | mallen-campbell@jppc.net

(973) 994-1797

328 E Mt Pleasant Ave, Livingston, NJ

Michelle Argast, Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4828

45 Roseland Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068

973-226-1111
farmerfh.com

Call for a Free Estimate

973-985-2984
343 River Road, East Hanover

Custom 
Hardscaping

Landscape 
Design

Commercial 
Services

Fully Insured

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, 

Chimney, Deck 

Replacement

We Find &

Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC
the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutters, Masonry, 

Deck, Steps • Repairs

SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200 • Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!


