
The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave., Livingston, New Jersey 07039

August 9, 2026
Served by:
Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor
Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz,
Director of Religious Education
Sr. Joan Godeski, CSJB, 
Adult Faith Formation

Mass Schedule: 
Daily Mass: 
Monday- Saturday: 8:00am
Weekend Mass:
Saturday: 4:00pm*
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am*,
12:00pm, and 6:00pm  
*Also livestreamed with link -  
https://meet.google.com/cqe-yihd-cqw

Weekly Adoration & Benediction:
Thursday: 6:00 - 8:00pm
Mass: 7:30pm 
Confessions:
Saturday: 3:00-3:45pm
Parish Staff :
Dawn Duff y, Pastoral Assistant/Secretary 
Denise Flanagan, Pastoral Associate/
Coordinator Religious Education
Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator 
Religious Education/Bulletin Editor
Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper
Matthew Carlos, Music Coordinator
Ralph Bonanno, Organist 
Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist
Boguslaw Recko, Plant Manager
Alicja Recko, Plant Services
Robert Panaligan, Special Projects

Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli, 
Trustees
Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns†, 
Pastor Emeritus: 
Parish Offi  ce - 973-992-9490
Parish Fax - 973-740-0236  
Parish E-Mail: 
straphaelrcc@comcast.net 

www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston/
Parish Website: 

www.straphaelnj.org  Online Giving

The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary TimeThe Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary TimeThe Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time



THURSDAY, August 13
Thursday of the Nineteenth Week 

in Ordinary Time
Ezekiel 12:1-12; Matthew 18:21-19:1

8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o E. Pelaez 
7:30pm People of the Parish 

FRIDAY, August 14
Saint Maximillian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr 

Isaiah 58:6-11; Matthew 25:31-40
8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o E. Pelaez

Vigil of the Assumption 
1 Chronicles 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2

Psalm 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14
1 Corinthians 15:54b-57

7:30pm People of the Parish

SATURDAY, August 15
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10; 
Corinthians 15:20-26 Luke 1:39-56

8:00am Maria Kim†, r/o Family 

†Deceased

SATURDAY, August 8, SUNDAY, August 9
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Kings 19:9, 11-13: Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-33
4:00pm Donna J Del Vecchio†

8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o E. Pelaez 
10:00am Donna J. Del Vecchio†

12:00pm Nelson Tiangco†

6:00pm People of the Parish 

MONDAY, August 10
Saint Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 
Corinthians 9:6-10; John 12:24-26

8:00am John & Agnes Miranda†, Anna Miranda 

TUESDAY, August 11
Saint Clare, Virgin

Ezekiel 2:8-3:4; Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o E. Pelaez 

WEDNESDAY, August 12 
Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Matthew 18:15-20
8:00am Donna Del Vecchio†

Offertory for July 25 - 26, 2026: 
$8,149.00

Many thanks for your generosity 
and your continued support of the parish.

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:
Lirio “Didi” Acosta, Robin Alampi,  Arturo & Clarita Almeda, 
Ivan Ballon, Cynthia Bautista, Ralph Bonanno, Mary Grace 
Bonifacio, Connor Boyle, Kathleen McCormick Campi, Mike 
Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Ruth Clark, Lilian Clemente, Richard 
Conforti, Ines DeJesus, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Patty & Tony 
Espiritu, Tom Fitzgerald, Ronnie Frucci, John Frucci III, Pat Fusaro, 
Erlinda Gatchalian, Peter Hardy, Valerie Haynes, Kaylee Hayslip, 
Mike Higgins, Avelina Javier, Annie Kaferle, Glenn Kaplinski, Beth 
Karper, Barry Klein, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Michael 
Kratzer, Lisa Lombardo, Addie & William Lopez, Adele Mangano, 
Karen Matthews, Mag McManus, Nicole McGuire, Carol McInnis, 
Paul McInnis, Donna Mikolajewski, Bobby Neal, Tommy Olivio, 
Gail Bennett Owens, Miriam Perez, Chuckie Piro, Diana Quinn, 
Charles Quinn, Fran Risch, Mary Joan Robertson, Jennifer Rullis, 
Angie Salazar, Josephine Sapia, � omas Sharkey, Michael Spiaggia, 
Louisa St. Fort, � eresa Mary Taylor, Alex Tiboni, Peter Toriello, 
Lorna Troja, Carmen Vasquez, Goyet Vasquez, Irene Villanova, 
Alan Wallace, Ralph Wetzel, Ellen Winter, Nora Yamamoto.

Remember our military and their families and our veterans. 
Protect our health care workers, our law enforcement, fi re fi ght-
ers, and all other essential workers.

Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions: August 9 through August 15

Please pray for peace.
The Power of PrayerThe Power of PrayerThe Power of Prayer



Take a Step and  
Stay the Course

by Father Lito

The sea can be a dangerous and frightening place, as 
we see in Matthew’s account of one particular day 
at sea. The stormy waters of the rough sea teach us 
about courage, commitment and perseverance. 

When the story opens, Jesus sent His apostles “out 
to sea”, while He took a few moments to rest on dry 
land. While at sea, a fierce storm not only tossed 
their boat, but it also shook their nerves and panic 
set in. Just when the situation seemed completely 
out of control, Jesus appears. Imagine their thoughts:  
how did He get here? Why did Jesus come through 
the storm to make Himself known? Why didn’t He 
just get into the boat? Jesus tells His apostles to 
take courage. But Peter wants more. He wants to 
get closer to Jesus. Jesus asked Peter to embrace 
the danger and step out of the boat. Peter responds 
enthusiastically, but when the waves start get-
ting rougher, he succumbs to his fear. Jesus keeps 
reaching His hand out to Peter. He does not leave 
him. And when Peter takes that second leap of faith, 
Peter feels Jesus’ presence. That pretty much sums 
up what so many of us go through in life. At our 
lowest point when things seem hopeless, when we 
can’t recognize Jesus through the storms, He makes 
Himself known.

Putting our faith in Jesus may require courage, but 
keeping our faith in Jesus may require even more 
courage. When a difficult situation gets more dif-
ficult, are we willing to “stay the course?”. Peter  
did and Jesus was right there to meet Him. Can we 
do the same? Can we take the first step and then stay 
the course, no matter how difficult? Just keep your 
eyes on the outstretched hand of Jesus and you can 
do it!!

VETERANS’ CORNER

It is with profound sorrow 
that we bid farewell to Jeanne 
Gibson, our beloved Rosie  
the Riveter, has passed away  
July 29, 2026, at the remark-
able age of 100. With her 
passing, we don’t simply 

mourn the loss of a beloved friend. We honor the 
life of an American hero whose courage, dedica-
tion, and unwavering spirit helped shape history, 
and will continue to inspire generations to come.

At just 18 years old, Jeanne left her home in  
Minnesota in the summer of 1944 and answered 
her nation’s call, becoming a welder at Todd  
Pacific Shipyards in Seattle. With determination 
and grit, she helped build destroyers that strength-
ened the Allied war effort during World War II. 
She later continued her service with the Army 
Transportation Corps in Juneau, Alaska, embody-
ing the resilience and patriotism of the Greatest 
Generation.
Yet Jeanne’s legacy extended far beyond the war. 
She earned her Ph.D., dedicated three decades 
to teaching, earned her private pilot license, and 
spent the rest of her life proving that courage, 
determination, and purpose know no age.

In 2024, Jeanne and her fellow Rosies were  
collectively awarded the Congressional Gold 
Medal, one of our nation’s highest civilian hon-
ors, recognizing the extraordinary women whose 
sacrifices and determination helped secure victory 
during World War II.

Jeanne remained a tireless advocate for preserv-
ing the legacy of the Rosies, volunteering at Rosie 
the Riveter WWII Home Front National Historical 
Park on “Rosie Fridays” and ensuring that the 
stories of the women who helped win the war 
would continue to inspire future generations.

In one of life’s poignant moments, just days before 
her passing, Jeanne was celebrated with a Wall of 
Honor banner at the park she loved so dearly and 
recognized during a San Jose Earthquakes halftime 
ceremony honoring Bay Area heroes. It was a  
fitting tribute to a woman whose life was defined 
by selfless service, quiet strength, and extraordi-
nary grace.

Rest in peace, Jeanne Gibson.



CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (CLOW)

CLOW takes place at the 10:00 am Children’s Mass. 
The Gospel lessons are presented in a way that children 
can relate to. After the lesson, the children join Fr. Lito 
or Fr. Joe at the altar to discuss what they learned and 
to celebrate the Consecration of the Eucharist. 

CLOW is a great way for the children to continue to 
learn about Jesus through the Summer months, until 
we all return for religious education classes on 
September 13. 

Religious Education & EventsReligious Education & EventsReligious Education & Events
SAC has also been collect-
ing monetary donations 
so members can purchase 
diapers and formula for 
Straight and Narrow to 
distribute to those in need. 

Members of SAC are overwhelmed with your 
continued generosity.

WE’VE GOT THEIR BACKS - 
BACKPACK PROJECT

SAC will be assembling the backpacks after 
our deadline of this Sunday. Our goal is 150 
fi lled backpacks!! Look for next week’s 
bulletin to see if we made our goal.
Thank you for your generosity. 

SAVE THE DATE:

ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC:
Saturday, September 19th

Dear Parents,

We would like to start up the Youth Group again!! We are 
sending out this survey to see how many High School 
Students would be interested in joining. We would start 
out with a formal meeting every other month, most likely 
on a Sunday night around 7pm. However, we plan to have 
different activities for members outside of the regularly 
scheduled meetings (e.g. service opportunities).

If your High School student is interested, please use the 
link below to fi ll out the form. If there are enough students 
interested, we will schedule a meeting and provide more 
details. 

https://forms.gle/jsMv2jVziXxyY5ea8

The Youth Group Team

ADULT RELIGIOUS FORMATION 
BOOK CLUB

Sister Joan will begin the Book 
Club on Wednesday, September 
16 from 9:00 am to 10:00 am. 
The book presented is “Rediscover 
Catholicism” by Matthew Kelly.

Over the past 20 years, Matthew 
Kelly has seen more of the world 

than most presidents and more of the Church 
than most bishops. Now, in this unique and 
timely book, he proposes that Catholicism is not 
a lifeless set of rules and regulations, but a way 
of life, designed by God, to help each person 
reach his or her full potential. With remark-
able insight, Kelly dispels dozens of myths that 
surround the rejection of Catholicism today 
and provides a profound and practical vision 
of what will lead the Catholic Church to thrive 
again in the future. “Rediscover Catholicism” is 
quickly becoming the most-read catholic book 
of our times. From the spellbinding opening 
story, Kelly grips his readers and takes them on 
a life-changing journey to rediscover the genius 
of Catholicism.



ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL
 APPEAL UPDATE

Our Parish Goal for 2026 is 
$58,520.71. As of August 1, 
the 30th week of the Appeal, 
we have received $53,387.50
in pledges (or 91.23% of the 
stretch goal) from 103 parish-
ioners. We have $50,634.74 in 
funds received (or 86.52% of 
the stretch goal). In order to 
be eligible for a rebate for 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027, we 
would have needed to reach 
100% of the stretch goal in 
pledges by June 30, 2026. There 
may be some funds that have 
not yet been recorded. We have 
met the Goal, and would like to 
meet the Stretch Goal by the end 
of the year. All funds received 
will be used to support the good 
work of the Archdiocese. 

You may have received a Pledge 
Envelope in the mail, but Pledge 
forms are also available in the 
vestibule. You can also give on-
line at: https://rcan.org/sharing/.
Thank you for your incredible 
generosity. God bless you.

Tobias Over HallTobias Over HallTobias Over Hall
The Tobias OverHall: Creating “A Hall New World”
St. Raphael is pleased to announce plans for the renovation of 
Tobias Hall.

For many years, Tobias Hall has been an important gathering place 
for our parish community. From ministry meetings and parish events 
to celebrations and fellowship, it is a space where relationships are 
formed, memories are made, and our parish family comes together.
The planned renovation will create a brighter, more welcoming, and 
more functional environment while ensuring that Tobias Hall continues 
to serve our parishioners and ministries for generations to come.
Those wishing to support the renovation may make a donation to the 
Heritage Fund. Please make checks out to “St. Raphael Church Heri-
tage Fund”, and add a note on the memo line “Tobias Hall Project” 

Donations can also be made using the QR code at left. 

Together, we can make the Tobias OverHall 
possible—and create “A Hall New World” for 
our parish community.

WHY DO WE BELIEVE IN THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS?  

In the Apostles Creed, we say that we do, but what is the 
Communion of Saints?  This belief is one of the oldest in the 
Christian faith. By it we mean the fellowship of all believers, 
living on Earth (the Church Militant), in Purgatory (the Church 
Suffering), and in Heaven (the Church Glorifi ed). The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church describes the three states of the Church: 

When the Lord comes in glory, and all his angels with him, death will be no more, and all things will be subject to 
him. But at the present time some of his disciples are pilgrims on earth [the Church Militant]. Others have 
died and are being purifi ed [the Church Suffering], while still others are in glory [the Church Triumphant], 
contemplating in full light, God himself triune and one, exactly as he is. Pope Saint Paul VI, who died on 
August 6, 1978, further stated that these three states form one church; “and we believe that, in this communion, 
the merciful love of God and his saints is always attentive to our prayers.” 
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Approved
 Auto Repair

LIVINGSTON TIRE 
COMPANY

Our Tires Are Always On Sale
State Inspection • Exhaust • Wheels
Alignment • Brakes • Air Conditioning

56 E. Northfi eld Rd.

A d

Rd.
973-533-0101

www.LivingstonTire.com

We are Ready To Help You Get Back 
In Motion!

    743 Northfi eld Ave., Suite 2
          West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

973-669-8300

Family Owned Since 1963
Free Estimates

973-325-3626

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

Quinn-Hopping
FUNERAL HOME

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVE., LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

973-992-1414
JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI
Manager
NJ Lic. No.4871

ABBY SEELEY
Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 5440 

RAYSHEL W. CAMPANA
Advanced Planning Funeral Director

NJ Lic. No. 4581

All Types of Roofi ng
Slate • Tile

Copper
Designer Shingles
973-992-9154
info@guymarcompany.com

Scan To
Request a Quote

973-882-7733 • TOLL FREE: 888-972-8564
3-C Great Meadows Lane • East Hanover, NJ 07936

Email:info@prowaterheatersnj.com

Water Heaters 
Boilers • Appliances

Plumbing License #36B100982500
Home Improvement License #13VH10102700

Special Offer
Special Offer

$1,300$1,300

40G Rheem or
40G Rheem or 

Bradford White

Bradford White

40 Gallon Water Heater

40 Gallon Water Heater

6 YR Warranty Delivere
d,

6 YR Warranty Delivere
d,

Installed
 & Hauled Away

Installed
 & Hauled Away

“Clean a Vent, 
Save a Life”

www.TheDryerGuys.net

1-888-DGUYS23
Parishioner

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Check out the latest off erings by your 
bulletin sponsors by downloading our app

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Marva Allen-Campbell

732-534-1842 | mallen-campbell@jppc.net

(973) 994-1797
328 E Mt Pleasant Ave, Livingston, NJ

Michelle Argast, Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4828

45 Roseland Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068
973-226-1111
farmerfh.com

Call for a Free Estimate
973-985-2984

343 River Road, East Hanover

Custom 
Hardscaping
Landscape 

Design
Commercial 

Services
Fully Insured

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, 
Chimney, Deck 
Replacement

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC
the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutters, Masonry, 

Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200 • Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!
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