The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH

346 East Mount Pleasant Ave., Livingston, New Jersey 07039

August 2, 2026

Served by:
Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor

Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz,
Director of Religious Education

Sr. Joan Godeski, CSJB,
Adult Faith Formation

Mass Schedule:
Daily Mass:
Monday- Saturday: 8:00am

Weekend Mass:

Saturday: 4:00pm*

Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am*,
12:00pm, and 6:00pm

*Also livestreamed with link -
https://meet.google.com/cqge-yihd-cqw

Weekly Adoration & Benediction:
Thursday: 6:00 - 8:00pm
Mass: 7:30pm

Confessions:
Saturday: 3:00-3:45pm

Parish Staff:

Dawn Duffy, Pastoral Assistant/Secretary

Denise Flanagan, Pastoral Associate/
Coordinator Religious Education

Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator
Religious Education/Bulletin Editor
Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper
Matthew Carlos, Music Coordinator
Ralph Bonanno, Organist

Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist
Boguslaw Recko, Plant Manager
Alicja Recko, Plant Services
Robert Panaligan, Special Projects

Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli,
Trustees
Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus

Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns’,
Pastor Emeritus

Parish Office - 973-992-9490

Parish Fax - 973-740-0236
Parish E-Mail:
straphaelrcc@comcast.net

They all ate and were satisfied.
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Parish Website:
Online Giving www.straphaelnj.org www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston/



\ Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions: August 2 through August 8

7 SAT%AY, August 1, SUNDAY, August 2

) Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

saiah 55:1-3; Romans 8:35, 37-39; Matthew 14:13-21

4:00pm Rose, Fred & Angela Lardiere’,
r/0 Daughter/Sister
8:00am Souls in Purgatory
10:00am Anna Krawczyk’, v/o Recko Family

12:00pm Carmen Evangelista’, v/o Mary Gayle Scheper
' 6:00pm People of the Parish

MONDAY, August 3
Monday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 28:1-17; Matthew 14:13-21

8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o Karen & Family

| TUESDAY, August 4
~% . Saint John Vianney, Priest
Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Matthew 14:22-36
8:'0am Souls in Purgatory, r/o E. Pelaez

“ WEDNESDAY, August 5
Wednesday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 31:1-7; Matthew 15:21-28
8:00am Miguela Paragas’, r/o Vic Paragas

THURSDAY, August 6
Transfiguration of the Lord
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Peter 1:16-19;
Matthew 17:1-9
8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o E. Pelaez
7:30pm People of the Parish

FRIDAY, August 7
Friday of the Eighteenth Week
in Ordinary Time
Nahum 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7;
Matthew 16:24-28
8:00am Souls in Purgatory, v/o E. Pelaez

SATURDAY, August 8
Saint Dominic, Priest
Habakkuk 1:12-2:4; Matthew 17:14-20
8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o E. Pelaez

;
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o Lrayer

Dear Parents,

We would like to start up the Youth Group again!!
We are sending out this survey to see how many
High School students would be interested in join-
ing. We would start out with a formal meeting
every other month, most likely on a Sunday night
around 7pm. However, we plan to have different
activities for them outside of the regularly sched-
uled meetings (i.e. service opportunities).

If your High School student is interested, please
use the link below to fill out the form. If there are
enough students interested, we will schedule a
meeting and provide more details.

https://forms.gle/jsMv2jVziXxyY5ea8

Offertory for July 18 - 19, 2026: $7,733

Many thanks for your generosity
and your continued support of the parish.

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:

Lirio “Didi” Acosta, Robin Alampi, Arturo & Clarita Almeda,
Ivan Ballon, Cynthia Bautista, Ralph Bonanno, Mary Grace
Bonifacio, Connor Boyle, Kathleen McCormick Campi, Mike
Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Ruth Clark, Lilian Clemente, Richard
Conforti, Ines DeJesus, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Patty & Tony
Espiritu, Tom Fitzgerald, Ronnie Frucci, John Frucci III, Pat Fusaro,
Erlinda Gatchalian, Peter Hardy, Valerie Haynes, Kaylee Hayslip,
Mike Higgins, Avelina Javier, Annie Kaferle, Glenn Kaplinski, Beth
Karper, Barry Klein, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Michael
Kratzer, Lisa Lombardo, Addie & William Lopez, Adele Mangano,
Karen Matthews, Mag McManus, Nicole McGuire, Carol McInnis,
Paul McInnis, Donna Mikolajewski, Bobby Neal, Tommy Olivio,
Gail Bennett Owens, Miriam Perez, Chuckie Piro, Diana Quinn,
Charles Quinn, Fran Risch, Mary Joan Robertson, Jennifer Rullis,
Angie Salazar, Josephine Sapia, Thomas Sharkey, Michael Spiaggia,
Louisa St. Fort, Theresa Mary Taylor, Alex Tiboni, Peter Toriello,
Lorna Troja, Carmen Vasquez, Goyet Vasquez, Irene Villanova,
Alan Wallace, Ralph Wetzel, Ellen Winter, Nora Yamamoto.

Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Protect our health care workers, our law enforcement, fire fight-
ers, and all other essential workers.




Trom the Desk-of
Father Joe

In today’s Gospel, we hear that many people fol-
lowed Jesus to a deserted, lonely place in order to
listen to his words and to look for hope and healing
in their lives. It reminds me of how many people
throughout the world go to Church every weekend
to listen to the word of God and be nourished with
the Eucharist. We do all that because, as we listen to
the word of God, we are encouraged and challenged
to grow in our faith and be witnesses to our faith in
our daily lives.

In our first reading from Isaiah the prophet, we hear
how the Lord said, “Come to the water!” Later in
the reading, the Lord said, “Come to me heedfully,
listen, that you might have life. I will renew you.”
Here, we are coming to the Altar at St. Raphael’s
and we are listening to the word of God.

In today’s second reading, Saint Paul tells us that
“Nothing can separate us from the love of God.”
Paul is giving us hope and encouragement by saying
that God loves us and will never abandon us.

As we listen to the readings today, we realize the
significance they have for us. Jesus was concerned
about the people who were hungry and performed
the miracle of the loaves and the fishes. However,
he just didn’t feed their bodies; he nourished their
minds, their hearts, and their spirits. The people
Jesus fed that day went home fully nourished - in
body and in spirit.

Every time we come to the Altar at St. Raphael’s is
an opportunity for us to grow in faith and love. We
come here to be nourished with the word of God

and the Eucharist.

VETERANS’ CORNER

[} ra We lower our heads in quiet

=T " remembrance as we honor the

2% life of Charles Joyce “Charlie”

A Chibitty, the last Comanche
REST Code Talker of World War
s II. A humble American hero
R whose voice became one

of the Allies” most powerful weapons. Chibitty
passed away at a hospital in the Tulsa area due to
complications from diabetes.

On the shores of Utah Beach during D-Day, as
explosions shook the earth and thousands of young
soldiers fought through relentless enemy fire,
Charlie stood among them. Armed not with over-
whelming firepower, but with the sacred language
of his Comanche ancestors, he transmitted critical
battlefield messages that no enemy could decipher.
Every message he delivered helped protect Allied
lives, guide military operations, and push the
liberation of Europe one step closer.

His voice carried far more than words.

It carried hope in humanity’s darkest hour.

It carried the weight of duty.

It carried the dreams of countless young men
fighting for a world they might never live to see.

Like so many members of the Greatest Genera-
tion, Charlie returned home without seeking
recognition or applause. He lived with quiet
humility while the remarkable story of the
Comanche Code Talkers remained hidden from
much of the world for decades. Yet true heroism
does not depend on fame. It lives in selfless
sacrifice, unwavering loyalty, and the willingness
to serve when history calls.

In time, the world came to understand what his
fellow soldiers had always known: that Charlie’s
courage, his heritage, and his unbreakable com-
mitment to freedom helped shape the outcome of
World War II. The language passed down through
generations of the Comanche people became an
unbreakable code that protected lives and con-
founded an enemy determined to destroy liberty.

Although Charles Joyce “Charlie” Chibitty left
this world but his voice has never been silenced.
It still echoes across the sands of Normandy.

It still lives in the fields of Europe where freedom
was reclaimed..



CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (CLOW)

CLOW takes place at the 10:00 am Children’s Mass.
The Gospel lessons are presented in a way that children
can relate to. After the lesson, the children join Fr. Lito
or Fr. Joe at the altar to discuss what they learned and
to celebrate the Consecration of the Eucharist. Last
week, the children learned that their treasure is their God,
their parents, and their family.

CLOW is a great way for the children to continue to
learn about Jesus through the Summer months, until
we all return for religious education classes on
September 13.

VACATION BIBLE CAMP

Our Bible Camp 2026 took the children on a journey to
get to know some very significant prophets and some
incredibly inspiring saints!!! The children learned about
these amazing people through videos, fun activities,
crafts, and by acting out their lives in scripted plays!!!
The kids actually became the prophets and the saints they
were portraying.

Our children got to explore their talents and understand
that God calls all of us, young and old, to help Him in His
work. Special thanks to Ms. Denise, Ms. Lucrecia, Ms.
Bernadette, Ms. Priscila, Ms. Kelly, Ms. Jahnavi, Ms.
Anjali, and Ms. Joan for leading our children on this jour-
ney!! Ms Denise, Ms. Lucrecia, and Ms. Bernadette spent
hours working on the schedule and planning each day and
Ms. Lucrecia created all the crafts!. Ms. Priscila worked
tirelessly on the props! We also want to thank our wonder-
ful helpers for their enthusiasm and eagerness to work
with the children. Aeiea, Guilana, Madeleine, Charley,
Madi, Brandon, Melany, and Veronica.

They shared their talents by creating props and helped
with costumes (Aeiea, Jahnavi, Anjali, Ms. Priscila,
Daniel and Anthony), led the kids in song and dance
(Guliana, Charley, Madi, and Ms. Kelly) and made
sure all the children had fun. Of course, Bible Camp
would not be possible without the leadership and support
of our wonderful Pastor Father Lito, who played Elijah in
two plays, and our Religious Education Director, Fr. Joe,
who was the “voice of God” in the plays.

Enjoy the photos from the fun-filled week.

rcowus GSducation & Svents

Samaritans SAC ontinues to collect
Alw ays monetary donations so
Care members can purchase
— diapers and formula for
\i')/ Straight and Narrow to
distribute to those in need.

Members of SAC are overwhelmed with your
continued generosity.

WE’VE GOT THEIR BACKS -
BACKPACK PROJECT

SAC is collecting school supplies for those in
need. We are collecting pencils, pens, note pads,
pencil holders, paper, crayons, colored pencils,
highlighters, book covers, folders, erasers,
insulated lunch bags, hand sanitizer, etc. SAC
has purchased the backpacks with your con-
tributions. Our goal is 150 filled backpacks!!
You can leave the articles for the backpacks
in the church or office vestibules.

Thank you for your generosity.
Deadline: August 9th.

il il il

SAVE THE DATE:

ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC:
Saturday, September 19th
following the 4:00 Mass
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Michelle Argast, Manager\

N.J. Lic. No. 4828
I l R M I ; R 45 Roseland Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068
FUNERAL HOME 973-226-1111
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