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Dear Friends,

This year we commemorate the 80oth anniversary of the passing of St. Francis of Assisi. For our parish, this
celebration has special meaning because our community was founded and ministered to for many years by the
Franciscans. Their spiritual legacy is an important part of who we are. But what can St. Francis teach us today?
St. Francis reminds us that Christianity begins with a deep love for Christ. He discovered that true happiness
does not come from possessions, status, or success, but from knowing that God is enough. His life calls us to
simplicity, humility, and freedom from the things that keep us from following Jesus. He also teaches us to see
Christ in others, especially the poor, the forgotten, and those who are ditficult for us to approach. He challenges
us to become people of peace, reconciliation, compassion, and gratitude. St. Francis looked at all creation with
wonder and recognized it as God's gift.

He recognized the beauty of creation and treated it with gratitude and reverence. This is why, in his honor, we
gather this Saturday to bless the pets of our parishioners, giving thanks for the joy and companionship they
bring into our lives. In a world often marked by division, anxiety, and noise, he invites us to slow down, give
thanks, care for one another, and recognize God's presence all around us. Eight hundred years later, his
message remains remarkably simple: Love Christ. Live the Gospel. Serve others. Make peace. Live with
gratitude and joy. Let us this week offer a prayer for all the Franciscans who, inspired by their founder, offered
you the Sacraments in this parish. May the Franciscan heritage of our parish continue to inspire us to become
not simply admirers of St. Francis, but better disciples of Jesus Christ.

St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us! 7’&. @dﬂﬂ%

Queridos Amigos,

Este ano conmemoramos el 800° aniversario del transito de San Francisco de Asis. Para nuestra parroquia,
esta celebracién tiene un significado especial, ya que nuestra comunidad fue fundada y atendida pastoralmente
durante muchos anos por los Franciscanos. Su legado espiritual es una parte importante de nuestra identidad.
Pero, ¢qué puede ensenarnos hoy San Francisco? San Francisco nos recuerda que el cristianismo comienza con
un profundo amor por Cristo. El descubrié que la verdadera felicidad no proviene de las posesiones, el estatus o
el éxito, sino de saber que Dios basta. Su vida nos llama a la sencillez, a la humildad y a liberarnos de aquello
que nos impide seguir a Jestis. También nos ensena a ver a Cristo en los demas, especialmente en los pobres, en
los olvidados y en aquellas personas a quienes nos cuesta acercarnos. Nos desafia a ser personas de paz,
reconciliacion, compasion y gratitud. San Francisco contemplaba toda la creacién con asombro y la reconocia
como un don de Dios.

Valoraba la belleza de la creacion y la trataba con gratitud y reverencia. Por ello, en su honor, nos reunimos
este sabado para bendecir a las mascotas de nuestros feligreses, dando gracias por la alegria y la compania que
aportan a nuestras vidas. En un mundo a menudo marcado por la division, la ansiedad y el ruido, €l nos invita a
detenernos, dar gracias, cuidarnos unos a otros y reconocer la presencia de Dios a nuestro alrededor.
Ochocientos afios después, su mensaje sigue siendo extraordinariamente sencillo: Ama a Cristo. Vive el
Evangelio. Sirve a los demas. Construye la paz. Vive con gratitud y alegria. Ofrezcamos esta semana una
oracién por todos los franciscanos que, inspirados por su fundador, nos administraron los sacramentos en esta
parroquia. Que el legado franciscano de nuestra comunidad siga inspirandonos a ser no solo admiradores de
San Francisco, sino mejores discipulos de Jesucristo.

iSan Francisco de Asts, ruega por nosotros! P Ddﬂ«(/tg



Today's second collection is for the:

Assessment

Thank you for your generosity!
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

Stewardship of Treasury
Weekend of
September 20, 2026

t. Living Intentions

4

8:30 AM tBrian Stenzi + Caterina Marsala
10:30 AM Bozena Olejarz + Edna Skorka
12:30 AM Luz Dary Galvis + Jose Felix Rodriguez +

12:10 PM

12:10 PM

12:10 PM

12:10 PM

12:10 PM

it) 1,190.97
Air Conditioning 2,204.00
Budgeted Total Weekly Expenses| 13,540.00

Carlos Oscar Torres + Lissett Lisardo

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5

Jan & Rozalia Kalata

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6

Frank Frega Jr.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7

tPatrick T. Lawlor

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

Marc Allain

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

Lorraine McCarthy

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

12:10 PM Stephen & Frances Rosty + tClare F. Calderon
POPE LEO XIV's OCTOBER 26' SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
PRAYER INTENTIONS .
8:30 AM Gene Della Vecchia + Thomas Green Sr.
For Menial Healih Minisiry: Let us pray that the mental . . . .
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PErsons with mentat INESSes. Carmen Maria Rodriguez + Giovanna Castellano
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Patrick J. Conte Funeral Home, Inc.

274 Market Street | Elmwood Park | 201-796-0060
Kimberly A. Paton

Attorney At Law
Free 1/2 Hour Consultation

A Full Service Law Firm Including Elder Law

The Paton Law Firm, LLC
33-11 Broadway, Suite 2 - Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

Ph: 201-291-1603 - Fax: 201-291-1605
kimberly@patonlawfirm.net

www.patonlawfirm.com

Please Support St. Leo’s Parish

ROOFING &

CHIMNEY
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FVBER MASONRY DECK STEPS GUTTERS

F R E E We Find &
. Fix Leaks!
.spectrumforliving.org °
13588000 DOWNLOAD!
20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney,
Gutters, Masonry,
CallERIC Deck, Steps ¢ Repairs
the Owner,  SENIORS - VETERANS
732-589-9967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com
Family Owned/Operated Lic. #13VH0934200 Bonded & Insured 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA
201.797.9809
348 Market St, EImwood Park




