St. Thomas the Apostle

Roman Catholic Church

Rectory/ Parish Center: (973) 338-9190 * Fax: (973) 338-4224 ¢ Religious Education: (973) 338-7400
School: (973) 338-8505 * School website: www.staschoolnj.org
Address: 60 Byrd Avenue, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 ¢ Website: www.stachurchbloomfield.org

0 Saint Thomas the Apostle Church @ {@stachurchbloomfield

G STA Bloom#fieldN]

Parish Center Mon,, Tues,, & Thurs, 9am-4pm * Wednesday 10am-4pm * Fri, 9am-Ipm * Sat, & Sun CLOSED

Summer Hours:

Rev. Lawrence |. Fama, Pastor

Rev. Charles J. Miller, Pastor Emeritus

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Lukasz Rokita

Permanent Deacons

Deacon Thomas J. Coyle (Retired)

Deacon Brian J. Murphy
Deacon Michael Pasquale

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

(Penance/ Confessions)

Saturday: 1:00pm or Eﬁy appoirtmentt

Marian Devotions

Rosary before daily Mass
Angelus after daily Mass

Novena Prayer at 11:30am Eucharistic thurgy

M M
assiomNondays Saturday Eve: 5:00pm

Liturgy of the Word Sunday: 8:.00 am, 10:00am,

With Children and 12:00 Noon

Pre K - 3rd Grade

Sundays: 10:00am Mass Weekdays: M-F 11:30am

September - June First Saturday: 8:30am
Holy Days:

Sec the bulletin for update

Godly Goods Parish Gift Shop Holidays: 9:00am
Saturdays 4:30-6pm, Sundays 8:30am-Ipm,
First Fridays after 11:30am Mass

giﬂshop@stachurchbloomﬁe]d.org

Pastoral Associate for

Elementary Catechetics
Tracey Hann

School Principal
Ellen Naughton

Director of Liturgical

Music Ministries
Dr. Patricio Molina

Associate Director

of Music Ministry
Kimberley Mesiti

Coordinator of
Youth Ministry

Francesca Leite

Trustees
Ann Marie Rogalcheck—FrisseH

James McKittrick

Catholic Community Services
Offering Social Service

Assistance
(800) C(CS-7413 or Fax: 596-3735

August 30, 2026 ® Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
God’s Work, Our Hands Since 1939



TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, August 298 Twenty Second Sunday in O.T.
Readings: Jer 20:7-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mr 16:21-27

5:00pm - Vietor & Joan Rosamilla

Sunday, August 30% - Twenty Second Sunday in O.T.
8:00am - People of the Parish

10;00am - Motrris Petracco

[2:00pm - Raymonde Kavanagh

Monday, Aagust 31* - Weekday
Readings: T Cor 2:1-5/1k 4:16-30
I1:30am - Edward Rodgers

Tuesday, September 1™ - Weekday
Readings: 1 Cor 2:10b-1 6/Lk 4:31-37
I1:30am - Nora Lyne

Wednesday, September 7 Weekday
Readings: I Cor 3:1-9/Lk 4:38-44
[1:30am - Mary Roberts

T}lursday, September 39§ Garegory the Great, Pope & Dodtor
Readings: T Cor 3:18-23/Lk §:1-11
11:30am - Rose Wesner

Friday, September L Weekday
Readings: [ Cor 4:1-5/Lk 5:33-39
11:30am - Joseph Szajkowski

Saturday, September St Weekday - S, Teresa of Calrutta
Readings: I Cor 4:6b-15/Lk 6:1-5
8:30am - Edward Rodgers

Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Ez 33:7-9/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20
5:00pm - Rose DeRogatis

Sunday, September 6% - Twenty Third Sunday in O.T.
8:00am - People of the Parish

10:00am - Anthony Tremarco

12:00pm - Raymonde Kavanagh

5T.THO THE APCOSTLE MISSION STATEMENT
T};e Romg})AéathoEc fI;ith comr]n/}lnity oIfﬂSt. L o?nas Ee

Apostle recognizes God’s call to be a sign of His Kingdom
in the communities we serve. We respond to this caﬂgby:

+ Leading people to a deeper relationship with Christ by
providing opportunities for spirituaI growth, renewal,
education, tEe celebration of the Sacraments, and
worship of God in the sacred liturgy.

. Encouraging a commitment to justice and to service of
those in need.

+ Promoting good stewardship of our time, talent, and
treasure,

+ Building a community of hospitality and support in
the daily Iiving out of Christian ideals by nourishing
mutual respect and understanding within our Church,
our families, our community, anc% other faith
traditions.

REST IN PEACE

Robert Fstelle, Ralph [ aurenzo,
Dorothy Moran,
and the Columbian
and Indonesian earthquake victims

WY,
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~ MEMORIAL CANDLES

| Rectory Candle: Gertrude Panella
Blessed Mother: Joseph Panella
Sacred Heart: Alfred Panella

LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS - For those who require
(for a medical issue ) low-gluten hosts, please notify the
priest or deacon at [east 15 min. before Mass begins.
He will instruct you as to the format to receive.
Remember, too, that low-gluten hosts must contain
enough gluten for them to be constituted as "wheat",
which is essential to the Sacrament. Hosts that are
luten-free are invalid macter for Consecration,

UNANNOUNCED MASSES FOR AUGUST
Let us pray for the happy repose of his soul.

PRAY EOR. OLIR SICK*

Flizabeth Albright, Fileen Bejasa, John Bergamini,
ail Bretz, Roberto Cabrera, Francis Costenbader,
Deacon 'l om Coyle, Ann Marie Covle,

Blanca DelRio-Munoz, Mario Di Masi,

Karen DuPont, Mark Centilucci,

Samantha Giampaga, Matthew Cuagliardo,
Susan Hartman, Maya Hilario, Frank letto,

Bill Jones, Colin Jones, Allison Killeen,

Andrea Kluepfel, Renee Kucek,

John Meehan, Joseph Meeker,

Baby Bradley Miller, Clecilia Nicholson,

Vito Palagano, Cindy & Jon Perdue,

Baby Arwa Rodriguez, Nancy Salemo,

Baby Rory Richard Seideman,

Raphael Villeda, Jennie Weber,

and the Columbian and Indonesian

earthquake victims.

Peter Malatesta

*Names will remain on the sick list for 4 weeks unless family calls
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Sept. I3 Parish Picnic & Disney Raffle

QOct. 4 Rosary Communion Breakfast

QOct. I7 Conlirmation

Oct. I8 HNS - Eucharistic Adoration Program
Noy 7  Anointing of the Sick Mass

Nov 8  Annual Memorial Mass

Dec I8  Simbang Gabi

Jan 24 Mass for Acolyte/Diaconate Formation
Eeb 6. First Reconciliation

Feb 13 Morning of Reflection

Feb 27  Irish Night Dinner

DON'T FORGET US WHILE AWAY
Between demanding schedules, craveling, heading to
the shore or out on vacation or Just trying to get out
the door on time for Mass, it can be challenging to
tithe on a regular basis as God calls us to do. Plus,
for many families, the parish is one of the last places
where you still have to use a checkbook or cash.

St. Thomas has online giving for families to easily
oive one-time as well as recurring gifts or tithe!
Simply make a secure donation via electronic check
or debit/credit card by visiting:
www.stachurchbloomfield.com to set up recurring
aifts or tithe, It’s as easy as online shopping or
banking, Learn more and consider the possibilities
for sharing your gifts without the hassle of
remembering checks and envelopes, Visit:
www.stachurchbloomfield.com.

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Making a donation could not be easier.
A QR cede is now available at the doors of the church for
texting donations to St. Thomas the Apostle. See the

bulletin board near the doors. The phone number for
texting your donation is: 855-945-4036

WEEK ENDING 8/23

Collection Goals

2026-2027 Yearly $ 875,000
2026-2027 Weekly Goal & 17157
Total Collection 8/16/2026 $ 17,051
Collection § 14,570
Online Giving $ 2,481
Collection Analysis

Amount under goal last week $ 106

SECOND COLLECTION WEEKEND 9/5-6/26
QOur 2nd collection for next weekend 1s
for Support Our Youth Ministry.
Tharﬁ){ you for your generosity.

SIGN UP FOR PARISH EMAILS

[To stay informed on parish closures, etc.

NEW TO OUR PARISH? WELCOME!

New Parishioners are requested to register 1n the parish
as soon as possible. We want to get to know you, and
include you 1n our St. Thomas the Apostle family. Please
contact us with your Name, mailing address, phone
number and email, so that we can begin a relationship
with you and your family. Please notify us of changes in
address or phone number, so we can reach out and check
in on you and your loved ones. We also remind you to
let us know if you have an address change, or are moving
out of the parish. This helps us keep our records in order,
and our STA family closer and connected.

WELCOME HOME TO St. Thomas's!

MEMORIAL GUILD
Here at St Thomas the Apostle Church, we have established a
Memerial Guild. This is a beautiful way for your loved one to
be remembered. Through this Memorial Guild friends and
family can donare in memory of your loved one. The money
donated to the Memorial Guild is used for many projects here
at St. Thomas, in order to preserve the beauty of our Church
for generations to come. Your loved one will be prayed for by
our clergy and will be remembered in a special Memarial Mass
that year. If you are considering “in lieu of flowers” this is a
wonderful way te continue your loved one’s memory. Envelopes
are available at the Funeral Home and at our Parish Center. If
you have any questions, please feel free to call the Parish Center

at 973-338-9190. God Bless.

WELCOME OUR NEW YOUTH MINISTER
We welcome Ashley Martinez
to our St. Thomas staff
as our new Youth Minister,

We want to sincerely thank Francesca for her years
of dedication and service to our young people
and wish her much luck and happiness
with her new endeavors.

We also thank Francesca, Deacon Michael,
and their search committee for finding and bringing
Ashley to us to serve as our new Youth Minister.
God bless you all in your ministries and wotk.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY

Asa parish famﬂy we pray for all of our parishioners
who are serving in the military.

Almighty God, we stand before You,

Asking for Your divine mercy and protection.

Embrace with Your invincible armor

Our loved ones in all branches of the service,

Give them courage and strength against all enemies,
Both spiritual and physical and hasten their safe journey

back to their homes and families, Amen,
THOSE CURRENTLY SERVING
Michael Latorre
Gian Carlo De Nieva

Stephen John Ciccone




YOU - YES, YOU ARE INVITED!!
Brm]gmg up the glﬁs at the Offertory is a deeply

- W % Of symbolic act where you represent the congregation by
M W/ presentmg the bread, wine, and monetary cffermgs
It requires no formal trammg, and tyou can volunteer

| B 8 CHILDREN OF THE PARISH 2 = by sEeakmg with an usher just be
s ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE Z

ore Mass begins,
is beauriful tradition dates back to the eatly
Church, symbolizing that we are offering the fruits of

our own labor and our very selves to God,

Y o U T H C H o I R to be transtormed into the Eucharist.

Open to All Children KINDERGARTEN 5™ GRADE
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w1 Rehearsals Begin September 20
Visit www.stachurchbloomfield.org/music

You are invited to join
The St. Thomas The Apostile

g *'.-.,, Or follow the QR code to sign up!
el . ke Cherubs Choir
/ ' : ‘\ - »m, Rehearsal Times: Sundays 10:45 AM
SEee . *right after Mass*
: — : A Place: Church Sanctuary
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE ‘Rehearsal Start: Sunday, September 13th

BLOOMFIELD, NJ

ADULT CHOIR Cor!le Iearn.songs, m?vemer_'lt, and sign language

while learning worship music!

Join us this September

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Season begins September 15th

J

Sing at the 10:00 am Mass Pre-K 3,4,&5
September - June

New singers welcome,
No experience necessary!

WELCOMING COMMUNITY Contact Ms. Kathy (Cherubs Choir Director)

Questions? Ready to sing? Text or Call 201-306-3024

Y s The clengs and saff of the parish will NEVER.send
Kim MesitiJ ASSOC‘ MD e‘C ergy an SFH oT the parls W1 sen You an
] i emﬂll Of text Hsklng you to SEHd money or your pefsonﬂl
kim.mesiti@stachurchbloomfield.org information to them. If you receive such a request

Or come See us after mass' purporting to be ﬁIOl’l‘l one Of our clergy or StElffl’l’l.Sl’l‘leIS,
) please alert 118 al’ld %

~ DO NOT SEND MONEY OR GIFT CARDS. Fﬁa@fh
&

b Or respond to the online or texted request.




PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Our active membership of those who crochet or
knic has decreased over the last few years, though
the needs remain great. Since January, we have made
and distributed 41 blankets for our baptized babies,
along with numerous shawls, lap robes, and prayer
squares.

It is increasingly difficult to create all the items our
parish relies on. We are asking for anyone that
crochets or knits to pIease consider sharing your
talent with our ministry.

You do not have to attend meetings to be a
member. We would also appreciate donations to
purchase yarn. Please mark envelopes for the Prayer
shawl,

We will also take your unwanted yarn which you
can drop off at the parish center during open hours,

Thank you for your consideration
to help keep our ministry thriving!

Betsy Sabato, Prayer Shawl Leader
betsy.sabato(@gmail.com or call: 973 632-9400

ST, THOMAS THE APOSTLE
SOUP KITCHEN MINISTRY

(Previously known as Beyond Cornerstone Service Mimstry)
Meeting to be held Wednesday, September [6™ at 7PM
at the Parish Center. The Saint Thomas the Apostle
Soup Kitchen Ministry is a response to God’s call to
serve those in need. Our ministry supports the work of
the Missionary Sisters of Charity (founded by Mother
Teresa) at St. Augustine’s Soup Kitchen in Newark, NJ.
We visit the soup kitchen one Sunday per month.
Each visit is organized by two volunteer coordinators
who plan the menu, purchase the food, and assemble a
team of ap roximately eight volunteers who heIp prepare
and serve the meal. When the menu includes home-
cooked sides, additional volunteers prepare and donate
trays of food. We serve 60-30 guests.
This Ministry is rewarding bot% personally and
spmtuaﬂy Through this worlk, we recognize Christ
present in one another—in those who prepare and serve
meals and in those who receive them. By working
together with the Missionary Sisters of Charity, we
evangelize through action and witness compassion,
dignity, and fellowship.
This shared mission strengthens our faith, enriches our
parish community, and affirms the presence of Christ in
all people. Members of the ministry meet several times
throughout the year to pIan upcoming activities,
Please consider joining us at out meeting on Wednesday,

September 16, at 7PM in the Parish Center.

SCAM AND FRAUD ALERT

Last week, we were alerted that emails are going out to
several parishioners claiming to be Fr, Larry. The
scammers even scraped a photo of Fr. Larry off of our

web page.

The scam emails are from . .{! ?
”FIawrenceFama@gmmI com"
"FLawrencefamal émsd .com",

"FlawrenceFama2(@emsil.com', and several other

var1at10ns

Many of these emails would start off with a very
formal greeting, asking for a favor for Father Larry,
then asking for Apple Gift cards or visa gift cards.

These are commonplace scams from known BEC scam
groups out of Nigeria and India.

As we state in our weekly bulletin, and our web page,
we will NEVER send out emails/ texts requesting

money or gift cards.

Please report the email for impersonation, and add it
to your spam folders or block it (depending on your

browsers ).

On our end we have alerted Google for the
impersonation.

Thank you to the parishioners who alerted us to the
issue, Its always better to double check before giving
any information over to these scam artists.

God Bless,
Damian Addis
Facility Manager

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Resumes Sunday, September 13th
at the 10:00 am Mass
Please join us!




ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE COMMUNION BREAKFAST
All parishioners are invited to the St. Thomas the Apostle Communion Breakfast

Sponsored by the Rosary Society
When: Sunday, October 4, 2026 (Immediately following the 8 AM Mass)

Where: Herron Hall
What: Catered by Bloomfield Best Bagels, Celebrant and Guest Speaker, Father James Manos
Cost: $25.00 per person (Checks made payable to St. Thomas Rosary Society)
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Reservation Form (due by September 21, 2026)
Name:

Phone Number:

We would like to sit with:

(We will do our best to accommodate your request)

Tables are limited to 8 attendees. If you would like to reserve a table for 8, Please submit all reservations
together. Reservations may be dropped off at the Parish Center or placed in the collection basket at
Mass -marked “Communion Breakfast”

Reservations must be paid in advance. No money will be accepted at the door.
Any questions please contact: Rosemary at (973) 69 *-4998 Or rosarysociety @stachurchbloomfield.org
S
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Parish Vienic

Sunday, September 13, 2026 I pm
fo/’owing the lgom mass, rain date Sep?tember 20

at Vassar Field

D J/Music. fun and games for the kids

inc/uding bouncy house, face Par’nﬁng and arts & crafits
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs & water will be Frovic/ed
50/50 raffle will be drawn.
Please [aring-’ a dessert and/or
r'ndjw'c/ua”y Fac/eaged snacks

'llO SI’)OIFQ, as WQ” as

blankets and chairs.




A BLESSING FOR STUDENTS
HEADING TO COLLEGE
All powerful God,
you always show your mercy to those who love you and
ou are never far from those who seek you.

Remain with these, your servants, as they venture off to

schoel, and guide their way 1n accord with your will,

Shelter them with your protection during their days.
give them the light of your grace by night, and, as their

companion on their journey, bring them home In safety.

May they always use your gifts of prudence and courage
with wisdom and understanding,
caution and responsibility.

May they be ﬁrm]y rcoted in a spirituai home where
they can join with your people to worship each week;

Heip them find a network of friends and instructors
who will enable them to broaden their education with
deep respect for themselves and others.

Grant that they will also use this time of study to grow
as discipies of Jesus Christ, who is our ‘Way, our Truth

and our Life, now and forever. Amen.
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POCKETBOOK BINGO & TRICKY TRAY
FUNDRAISER FOR SISTERS OF CHARITY
ST.ELIZABETH - SEPTEMBER 12

Looking for a fun night with friends?

The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth are
sponsoring a Pocketbook Bingo & Tricky Tray event.
Comte and enjoy an evening of exciternent, communi
and a chance to win a beautiful designer handbag!

When; Saturday, September 12, 2026

Where; Boys and Gitls Club of Lodi

Time: Doors open: 5:00 pm.
Games begin: 6:00 p.m,

Admission: $45 for 6 face cards, ten games

BYOBR: Feod and drinks

Grab your lucky daubers, and join us for a fantastic

evening, We are looking forward to seeing you there!

Thank you - Sister ]udy Mertz, sc; To purchase tickets
5 CINJbingo.givesmart.com
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.+ Private Elementan
School Category

five years running

t. Thomas the Apostle

Strong Academics * Middle States Accredited
Engaging Extracurriculars « Full-Day Kindergarten
BeforeCare/AfterCare « PreK through 8th Grade

Currently registering for
September 2026

Our Hawks fly higher.
Call for a tour and
find out why.

50 Byrd Avenue « (973) 338-8505 » staschoolnj.org_

ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

SEPTEMBER CLUB 2026 TRIP .
wTER/ N

Join the St. Thomas the Apostle Q’m o &

September Club

on a fun trip to Cape Cod, MA. CAPE COD

This is a great opportunity to visit the Cape
and enjoy early Autumn in New England.
There will be lots to do and see and we aIways
welcome non-members to join us.

Don't miss out on a great opportunity

to have a fun time.

CAPLE COD, MA - 4 Da 5/3 Nights —

Tues. September 29 thru Fri. October 2™,

Explore the Cape with tours of Hyannis, Sandwich,
Provincetown & more; take a ferry to tour Martha's
Vineyard,‘ visit a Cranberry Bog, the Sandwich Glass
Museurn, the Kennedy Museum, the JFK Memorial, &
more.

$885 Per Person Based on Double Occupancy includes
Lodging, 3 Breakfasts, 3 Dinners, Guided Tours,
Admission to Attractions, Bus, & Gratuities, Note:
Trips have limited capacity.

If vou're interested please contact us at: :
Sel};temberclubil-@;nail.com :EI{
or call Renee Miscione at

347-675-3581 for individual trip

information sheets that have more details™ <
as well as a stub at the bottom that must be returned
with your deposit to reserve your spot,







