
25 TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-SEPTEMBER 20,2026

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 
 1719 Morris Street, 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 
www.staquinas.com 

Staquinasparish@gmail.com 

Rectory : 215 334-2312 
 Google phone Number 
               267-388-1281   
 Fax:      215-755-9369 

"Parking lot is Available"  
School:215-334-0878 

Aquinas Center:   
215-334-2312

Celebration of the 
Eucharist  

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:00PM   (English)                    
6: 00PM (Spanish) 

Sunday 
8:00AM   (Vietnamese)  
10:00AM (English)	  

  12:00PM  (Indonesian ) 
5:00  PM (Spanish)       

  Holidays 
8:30AM (Church)                                            

 Weekdays 
8:30AM (Chapel) 

Online Giving: To give electronically to St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish, please scan the QR code 
to be connected to the ParishGiving webpage. 
www.Staquinas.com. Thank you for your 
continued support!

Parish Organizations  
• Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality : 

First Sunday of  the Month 
•  ( 10:00 am Mass.)   
• Concerned Black Catholics 

meet on the third Sunday of 
each month at the 10:00 AM 
Mass. 

• Gathering Breakfast 
• CBC warmly invites everyone to 

our Gathering Breakfast on the 
third Sunday of each month. 

• Come enjoy friendship and good 
food after the 10:00 AM Mass in 
the Aquinas Center  

• Notary Services 
• Notary services are available 

through Daria Ward. 
• For more information, please call 

at  215.251 5958 

http://www.Staquinas.com
http://www.staquinas.com


Mass Intentions for the week of   
25th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  September 20, 2026 

       Saturday        September 19 
       8:30 am             People of the Parish 
       4:00 pm             In memory of Joseph  
       Anzideo Jr. by his parents 
       6:00 PM            Spanish Mass  
       Sunday             September 20 
       25th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  
       8:00 pm            Vietnamese Mass    
       10:00 am          CBC Members of St.  
       Thomas Aquinas  
       12:00 pm          Indonesian Mass  
       5:00 pm           Spanish Mass    

Monday 	      September 21 
St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist  
 8:30 AM          People of the Parish  
Tuesday	       September 22 
First day of Autumn 
8:30  AM           In memory of Msgr. 
Richard Powers 
Wednesday       September 23 
8:30 AM            People of the  Parish  
Thursday         September 24 

       8:30 am             For Vocations around the  
       world, especially in our Philadelphia  
       Diocese  
       Friday              September 25 
       8:30 am           In memory of Reverend 
       Farley,Bernard C. 
       Saturday          September 26 
       8:30 am             People of the Parish 
       4:00 pm             Thanksgiving Mass by  
       Maria Escobar  
       6:00 PM            Spanish Mass  
       Sunday             September 27 
       26th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  
       8:00 pm            Vietnamese Mass    
       10:00 am          In memory of Alice Guarino 
       by the Guarino family  
       12:00 pm          Indonesian Mass/ 
       Immigration Mass . All are invited to  
       attend 
       5:00 pm           Spanish Mass   

Services Available For Our Parishioners 
Mass Intentions: If you wish to schedule a Mass for your 
loved ones, please contact our rectory, and we will try to 
accommodate your request in the best possible way. 
Yearly Memorial Candle: Remember your beloved 
deceased by keeping a memorial candle lit for them all 
year. 
Sanctuary Memorial Fund: Donations are assigned a 
week and posted in the weekly bulletin. Families will 
receive a memorial card with the week and donation 
received. Forms can be picked up at the Rectory. 
Prayer request for the sick: If you would like us to 
include the name of your intention in the bulletin for 
prayer, please contact the rectory. 
Leaving a Legacy: Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, 1719 Morris St. (our legal title) in your will. Your 
legacy will help support our mission and allow us to serve 
future needs generations. 

Please Remember In Your Prayers  
Those Who Are Sick 

Fred Campano, Davita Saxon,  Carol Devon,  
Irene Ceron Ventura,  Hazelan Koroma, Raquel 
Barrios, Steven  Johnson, Dianne Dematto,  Father 
Daniel  Dinardo, Ivonne Gaskins, Sybil William 
Leon De Fulgentis - Deborah Brady, Joseph Hanlon, 
Henry McCallister,  April DeMatto,  Mike Tatersley, 
Dolores Smith,  Linda Nowlin, Daria Ward,  Lacey 
Terreri,  Karen Scott Precise -Diane Barsuglia 
Shondell Ayala-Copeland, Timothy Joseph 
McCloskey, Timothy Michael McCloskey, Isaac 
Davis, Maria Figueroa, Daniel Lorenzo Fernandez,  
Dwight Alexander - Phillis Alexander, Theresa Giosa, 
Concetta Parker, Ulises Lopes, Ana Colon, Theresa 
Giosa ,Stephan Todd- Ryan, Catherine Todd, Gwen 
Munson, Adeline Ostobile, John Daniel, Virginia 
Tinkler- Moore, Robert  Salvadore, Margaret 
Coleman, Ada Roebuck, Lilian Offord, David 
Anderson, Helen Zungolo , Bryan DeSanto, 

St. Michael the Archangel,  
defend us in battle.  

Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the 
Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, 

 and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power 
of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen 

Thank you for your continued  
Generosity and Support to  

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish !



PASTOR'S CORNER 
25th Sunday  in ordinary time 

September 20, 2026 

 In the city of Florence, Italy, 
there are many beautiful 
churches, but one, in particular, 
stands out. If you stand in the 
exact center of this church and 
look upward, you will see a high 
dome with an opening at the top 
of the tower, allowing you see 
straight into the heavens. It is a 
spectacular sight, but it is an 
optical illusion. The ceiling of 
this church is actually flat; the 
illusion is only discovered by 
walking a bit to the right or left 
of the center. 
             At times our own 
perspective of life is limited 
because we tend to view the 
world from deep within 
ourselves with all of our unique 
limitations and personal 
priorities. It is not that what we 
see is necessarily is untrue - it is 
just that, more often than not, the 
picture is incomplete. We do not 
always have all the facts, so we 
draw our conclusions from what 
we see and hear. 
     As we encounter the laborers 
in the vineyard today, we can 

presume that at the beginning of 
the day, they probably were very 
grateful that there was work for 
them to do. From their 
perspective the master of the 
vineyard was a benefactor who 
agreed to employ them for the 
promised wage. But something 
changed, not in the laborers or in 
their working conditions, but in 
how the master would affect the 
lives of the late-coming workers. 
He decided to pay them a full 
wage, and it is this change that 
those who worked all day could 
not see beyond. They could not 
be happy at the good fortune of 
the late-comers, even though 
they themselves had not suffered 
or been treated unfairly. So, the 
question arises: was the master 
just? 
    Toward those who worked the 
whole day, the answer is yes, he 
fulfilled his part of the bargain. 
But to the late-comers? He 
certainly was not unjust to them, 
in fact, he went beyond justice, 
he was generous. The master had 
a different perspective; he had 
the more complete picture. 
         What does this Scripture 
passage say to us? It should 
cause us to think about our own 
relationship with God, to trust 

that God knows our needs and, 
like the master of the vineyard, 
will be merciful and ever 
generous with us. It should 
remind us that even though we 
don't always see the whole 
picture, we can see and 
experience the truth of God's 
goodness in our lives. We can 
broaden, deepen, and enhance 
our own perspectives making 
ourselves familiar with the 
Scriptures. We can seek the 
guidance and direction of the 
Church. We can constantly 
challenge our way of thinking, 
especially our consciences, to 
ensure that we are in conformity 
with the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 
          Cardinal Newman once 
said, "Conscience has rights, 
because conscience has 
responsibilities." One of those 
responsibilities as Christians is to 
look at things and situations 
through the eyes of faith. In 
doing so, there will be no optical 
illusions, only God's love shining 
before us. 

   
May God Bless you all!  
Fr. Dominic Tran Minh  Duc 

      Rev. Dominic Tran Minh Duc             Ms. Karina Fernandez                                              
     Pastor	 	        Parish Business Manager 
     Rev. Wellington Muñoz                    Ms. Joanne Gledhill 
     Parochial Vicar                                      Director of Religious Ed. 
     Rev. Markus  Hermawan                      Mrs. Ruth Maldonado   
     Indonesian Ministry                                 Parish Secretary                                      
     Deacon Cristobal Chavac 
     Hispanic Ministry  
                                     

PASTORAL STAFF SACRAMENTS 
Baptism  
Contact the Rectory for arrangements  
Marriage  
Arrangements must be made at  least six 
months prior to the intended wedding 
date. 
Confessions 
Before every Mass or call the  rectory for  
an appointment. 
OCIA "Order of Christian  Initiation 
of Adults" 
Anyone interested in becoming Catholic 
is invited to participate in this process. 
Contact the rectory for details. 
Parish Registration 
New residents of our neighborhood are 
invited  to join the parish  by calling the 
rectory. Those that are moving out of the 
parish are asked to please inform the 
parish secretary.

It is the peace of the Risen Christ: a peace that is unarmed and 
disarming, humble and persevering, a peace that comes from God, 

who loves us all unconditionally.”  Pope Leo XIV 



Weekly Announcements  -Sunday September 20, 2026 

CCD Classes 2026-2027/ St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish -First Communion and Confirmation 
Registration 
• Saturday September 26 from 10-12pm 
• Sunday   September  27 from 11am to 1pm  
• Please contact Ms. Joanne Gledhill at 

267.242.5113 
_________________________________________ 

ESL English Classes  
Beginner's Class meets in person.  
Advanced Class meets  in person and online. 
Both classes meet on Tuesday from 7 to 8pm.  
September 15 - November 17 at Aquinas Center. 
Registration Fee $40 dollars including materials;  
Volunteers are welcome.  
Contact the Parish office for more information 
StaquinasParish@gmail.com /215.334.2312 
1719 Morris  St. Philadelphia PA 19145 
________________________________________ 

World Day of Migrant and  
Refugees Celebration day!  

On  Sunday -September 27  the Indonesian 
Community together with PCMR organization will 
celebrate the World Day of Migrant and Refugee 
day at 12 pm Mass . All are welcome to attend.  
_________________________________________ 
Safe environment workshop at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Parish 1719 Morris St. Philadelphia,PA 
19145   
Saturday September 26 at 1PM. For more 
information contact Joanne Gledhill 267 242.5113

HAPPY LABOR DAY!
The Journey Toward Canonization of Venerable 

Henriette Delille (1812–1862) 
Following the Path of Faith, Service, and Holiness 

Henreitte Delille was born into a relatively affluent 
family in New Orleans, Louisiana.  She was a free 
woman of color who was expected to follow her 
family’s matriarchs into the placage system. (BCRS, p. 
40) Due to her mother’s unseen illness, the direction of 
Henriette’s life changed.  In 1834, after receiving the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, she committed her life to 
God.  She focused on Him by helping the poor and 
aged, the sick, the enslaved children and women of 
color, Delille applied to the Carmelite community at 
the Ursuline Convent but was denied because of the 
color of her skin.  Despite the rejection, she and two of 
her friends started a ministry of their own, the Sisters 
of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary; 
consequently. in 1836. with the validation of 
Archbishop Antione Blanc and his Vicar General, 
Father Etionne Rousselon, their congregation became 
known officially and for good as the Sisters of the 
Holy Family.  The archbishop’s intervention enabled 
the sisters to profess religious vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience in October 15, 1851. 
At the time of her death, twelve more women had 
entered the Sisters of the Holy Family.  Delille was 
Mother Superior.  They continued to evangelize, teach 
life skills and literacy and educate enslaved children 
iin reading and writing even though it was banned.  
The sisters were not allowed to wear habits; many 
years later, after Delille’s death, they wore clothing 
(habits) that set them apart from other orders of sisters.  
Delille died in 1862.   
In 1988, Henriette’s cause for canonization was 
opened. She was declared venerable by Pope Benedict 
XVI in 210.  In 2005 and 2006, two alleged miracles 
were tried and if a third is positive, she will be 
declared 
Blessed Henriette and only one step away from being a 
Saint.  
Sisters of the Holy Family is the second religious order 
for women of color. 

2nd Annual Philadelphia Bilingual Disability 
Resource Fair .Find the help you need! 
• Disability Resources for all Disabilities  
• Kids Games & Activities, Raffle Baskets  
• Free Health Screenings   
• Friday October 9,2026   
• The Core at Esperanza Health Center 3222 H Street, 

Philadelphia,PA.   Free lunch available

mailto:StaquinasParish@gmail.com


Feria Bilingue de Recursos para personas con 
discapacidades de Philadelphia 
Sabado October 10 de 11 a 2pm  
G.W Childs Elementary School  1599 Wharton 
street . 
• Servicios a prestar  
• Recurson spara todos las personas con 

discapacidades ,  
• recursors de financiacion, apoyo legal  
• Juegos y actividades para niños 
• Examenes de salud gratuitos 
• Canasta de Rifas  
• Almuerzo gratis  

 25th  Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario-  Septiembre 20, 2026 

_-_____---- 

Anuncios Parroquiales  

Registraciones para la Primera Comunion y la 
Confirmacion  
Sabado   :  September 26 de 10 am a 12 PM 
Domingo: September 27 de  11 a, a 1pm .  
Registraciones en el el salon de clase de Ms. 
Joanne - escuela de Santo Tomas de Aquino  
Requisitos  
El programa es por dos años para cada 
sacramento 
Primera Comunion : los niños y niñas  deben 
estar en segundo grado  
Para la confirmacion deben estar en sexto grado 
Las Clases seran en Ingles- todos los Domingos 
de 10 a 11 de la manana en la escuela de Santo 
Tomas de Aquino . Para pedir mas informacion 
por favor contactar a Ms. Joanne Gledhill al  
267 242 5113 
_______________________________________ 
 Safe environment -Workshop o Ambiente 
seguro  en la libreria de la escuela de  Santo 
Tomas. Sabado Septiembre 26 a la 1:00 pm. 
Para registrarse favor llamar a Ms. Joanne 
Gledhill al 267-242-5113 
_______________________________________ 
Clases de Ingles en Santo Thomas  
•Para el primer nivel  se ofreceran las clases  en 
persona todos los martes de 7 a 8 pm en el 
Aquinas Center- valor de la registracion $40 
dollares. Todos los materiales estan incluidos en 
este precio . Las registraciones  empiezan el 
Martes Septiembre 15 a las  7pm. 

•Para los estudiantes de invel avanzado las clases  
se daran por linea y en  persona. Para mas  
informacion por  favor llamar a  la oficina al 
215.334 2312 

______________________________________ 
OCIA. Si usted es un adulto y quiere convertise 
al catolicismo o desea hacer  sus sacramentos 

como adulto, los esperamos el 13 de septiembre 
en la escuela de Santo Thomas a las 11.15 am 
para iniciar su preparacion.  Para mas informacion 
en el 215.334.2312 

DIOS PADRE QUE SALE A BUSCARNOS 

Las lecturas de este domingo nos anuncian algo decisivo: 
Nuestro Dios no se cansa de salir a buscarnos. 
En el Evangelio, el dueño de la viña sale al amanecer, 
vuelve a media mañana, al mediodía, por la tarde y hasta 
casi al final del día. Esta imagen revela quién es Dios. Él 
no permanece esperando a que nosotros mejoremos para 
acercarnos. Sale a nuestro encuentro una y otra vez. 
Muchos de nosotros hemos vivido momentos de lejanía, 
pecado, cansancio o fracaso. Podemos pensar que ya es 
tarde, que hemos perdido demasiado tiempo o que no 
merecemos nada. Pero el Evangelio anuncia lo contrario: 
mientras hay vida, Dios sigue llamando. 
Los trabajadores de la última hora reciben el mismo 
salario que los primeros. No porque hayan trabajado 
igual, sino porque el dueño es bueno. Aquí aparece el 
corazón del Evangelio: la salvación no es un premio que 
compramos con nuestros méritos. Es un don gratuito. 
Cristo ha venido precisamente por aquellos que no 
podían pagar su deuda. En la cruz ha cargado con nuestro 
pecado y ha abierto para nosotros la vida eterna. Por eso 
nadie puede presentarse delante de Dios diciendo: “Yo lo 
merezco”. Todos vivimos de misericordia. 
El problema comienza cuando olvidamos esto. Entonces 
miramos al hermano y pensamos: “¿Por qué él recibe lo 
mismo que yo?” Pero quien ha descubierto de verdad 
cuánto ha sido perdonado ya no puede vivir 
comparándose. 
San Pablo lo resume con una frase extraordinaria: “Para 
mí, la vida es Cristo.” Éste es el verdadero salario: no una 
recompensa externa, sino recibir a Cristo mismo. 
Tal vez hoy tú te sientes como uno de aquellos que llegó 
tarde. No tengas miedo. Dios todavía está saliendo a 
buscarte. Y si escuchas su llamada, descubrirás que su 
misericordia no llega tarde nunca.  Por el Padre  
Wellington M. Muñoz  

Fe y Cultura . Misa Puertorriqueña Jueves 
septiembre 24,2026 .Procesion del Santo Rosario  
6:30pm Misa a las 7:00 pm con el Arzobispo  
Nelson Perez. Catedral San Peter and Paul  
calle 18 y Benjaim Franklin Parkway  
_______________________________________ 
Celebracion  de la Herencia Hispana  
Sabado, 3 de Octubre del 2026 de  
8am a 2pm . Salon parroquial de San Pedro el 
Apostol  1039 N Lawrence St. Phila.PA19123
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in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

SAMI

ASK

NEW ROOFS
$99500

as low as

REPAIRS
$9500

as low as

SHINGLES & SIDING
$1000 OFF

over 1,000 sq. ft.

ROOF COATING
$39500

as low as

YOUR PARISH ROOFER

15 YEAR GUARANTEE • FREE ESTIMATES

215.464.6425
Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

to our Bulletin Sponsors

Appreciation Attracts Growth

Pra fo PeacPra fo Peac

TM

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Connecting locally 
trusted businesses 
who support our 
parish and the 

community. 

SEARCH BY 
Promotions • Business Category • Your Location

TO INSTANTLY FIND 
Specials • Discounts • Featured Information

Place your ad here to support 
our Parish and increase your visibility!

Contact Me Michele Barron
mbarron@jppc.net

484.300.2062

Your
Hometown 

Business
Choice

Reach 
the 

audience 
that Supports

local
businesses.

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.org
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Space
Available




