20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - August 16, 2026
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St Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Community

Mission Statement:

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Community, through our cultural diversity,
united in our expressions of faith, lives the

Gospel message in our neighborhood
through worship, education, service, and

advocacy.

Parish Organizations

Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality :
First Sunday of the Month
(10:00 am Mass.)

Concerned Black Catholics
meet on the third Sunday of
each month at the 10:00 AM
Mass.

Gathering Breakfast

CBC warmly invites everyone to
our Gathering Breakfast on the
third Sunday of each month.
Come enjoy friendship and good
food after the 10:00 AM Mass in
the Aquinas Center

Notary Services

Notary services are available
through Daria Ward.

For more information, please call
at 215.251 5958

Celebration of the Eucharist
Saturday Vigil Mass
4:00PM (English)
6: 00PM (Spanish)

Sunday
8:00AM (Vietnamese)
10:00AM (English)
12:00PM (Indonesian )

5:00 PM (Spanish)
Holidays
8:30AM (Church)

Weekdays

8:30AM (Chapel)

oman '
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St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

1719 Morris Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19145
WWW.staquinas.com
Staquinasparish@gmail.com

Rectory : 215 334-2312
Google phone Number
267-388-1281
Fax:  215-755-9369
"Parking lot is Available"

School:215-334-0878
Aquinas Center:
215-334-2312


http://www.staquinas.com

Mass Intentions for the week of
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 16, 2026

Saturday  August 15
The Assumption of

The Blessed Virgin Mary

8:30 am People of the Parish

(in Church)

4:00 pm Joseph Anzideo Jr. by his
parents

6:00 PM Spanish Mass

Sunday August 16

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 pm Vietnamese Mass

10:00 am CBC Members of St.
Thomas Aquinas (by Fr. Kevin Okafor)

12:00 pm Indonesian Mass

5:00 pm Spanish Mass
Monday August 17

8:30 AM People of the Parish
Tuesday August 18

8:30 AM For all the Earthquake

victims in Colombia and Venezuela

Wednesday August 19
8:30 AM People of the Parish

Thursday August 20

8:30 am For Vocations around the
world, especially in our Phyla. diocese
Friday August 21

8:30 am People of the Parish
Saturday August 22

8:30 am People of the Parish
4:00 pm Catherine Muoio by

Mr. and Mrs. Anzideo

6:00 PM Spanish Mass

Sunday August 23

21ST Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 pm Vietnamese Mass

10:00 am Thanksgiving to

God for all the favors & blessings I have
received.
12:00 pm
5:00 pm

Indonesian Mass
Spanish Mass

Thank you for your continued
Generosity and Support to
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish !

Services Available For Our Parishioners

Mass Intentions: If you wish to schedule a Mass for your
loved ones, please contact our rectory, and we will try to
accommodate your request in the best possible way.

Yearly Memorial Candle: Remember your beloved
deceased by keeping a memorial candle lit for them all
year.

Sanctuary Memorial Fund: Donations are assigned a
week and posted in the weekly bulletin. Families will
receive a memorial card with the week and donation
received. Forms can be picked up at the Rectory.

Prayer request for the sick: If you would like us to
include the name of your intention in the bulletin for
prayer, please contact the rectory.

Leaving a Legacy: Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, 1719 Morris St. (our legal title) in your will. Your
legacy will help support our mission and allow us to serve
future needs generations.

Please Remember In Your Prayers
Those Who Are Sick

Davita Saxon, Carol Devon,
Irene Ceron Ventura, Hazelan Koroma, Raquel
Barrios, Steven Johnson, Dianne Dematto, Father
Daniel Dinardo, Ivonne Gaskins, Sybil William
Leon De Fulgentis - Deborah Brady, Joseph Hanlon,
Henry McCallister, April DeMatto, Mike Tatersley,
Dolores Smith, Linda Nowlin, Daria Ward, Lacey
Terreri, Karen Scott Precise -Diane Barsuglia
Shondell Ayala-Copeland, Timothy Joseph
McCloskey, Timothy Michael McCloskey, Isaac
Davis, Maria Figueroa, Daniel Lorenzo Fernandez,
Dwight Alexander - Phillis Alexander, Theresa Giosa,
Concetta Parker, Ulises Lopes, Ana Colon, Theresa
Giosa ,Stephan Todd- Ryan, Catherine Todd, Gwen
Munson, Adeline Ostobile, John Daniel, Virginia
Tinkler- Moore, Robert Salvadore, Margaret
Coleman, Ada Roebuck, Lilian Offord, David
Anderson, Helen Zungolo , Bryan DeSanto,
Frank Diodato.

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle.
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the
Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power
of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen




PASTOR'S CORNER

20 Sunday in ordinary time
August 16. 2026

“ereat is your
faith! Let it be
done for you as
222 you wish”

Human beings are creatures
conditioned by the norm of
times in which they live. We use
social relativism to justify
ourselves incorrectly at times.
Well, everybody else is doing it,
so it must be okay! Or we just
naturally assume some
conditions in life are normal, it's
the way things are. Thus, sins
like prejudice and racism were
taken for granted for too long.
Jesus lived in a society
conditioned by social norms
also. Jews and Gentiles did not
get along very well together;
women and children should
generally be separated from
men.

These culturally
conditioned norms of Jesus's
time help us to understand what
seems like a very un-Christian
attitude that Jesus conveys to
this poor Canaanite woman-
asking for healing for her
daughter. His disciples who
accompany him into non-Jewish
territory -Tyre and Sidon-
vocalize the culture of the day.
They say: do not let a woman
speak out in public and do not
associate with non-Jews. While
some translations lessen the
impact of Jesus's words by using
the word puppy instead of dog,
the rebuff is clear. Jesus is out of
his own territory to rest and
recuperate, not necessarily to
perform miracles at that time.

Yet this Canaanite
woman catches on to Jesus's
rebuff. Canaanites actually
worshiped and were buried with
their dogs - much like cats in
Egypt. Their small culture relied
heavily on the secondary
business of trade and Roman
influence in Israel. They did,
indeed, rely on the economic
scraps of the Jewish people.

Jesus knows what she is saying.
He recognizes that she, too,
should benefit from the
blessings of the Kingdom of
God being revealed to the Jews
through him, and he heals her
daughter.

Truly Jesus goes beyond
praising the woman for her great
faith in him. Here we have fully
realized the vision of the
prophet Isaiah of all people
worshiping God. This is
foreseen in our first reading and
at the beginning of the Good
News Saint Paul addresses in his
letter to the Romans. What
began as a covenant with the
Hebrew people has now been
opened to the entire human race.
Eternal life and salvation have
come for all who believe, and
Jesus himself broke the cultural
boundaries of his day to prove
this is true. Perhaps we, too,
need to examine our own
cultural prejudices to ensure that
none of God's children are
neglected or rejected.

May God Bless you all!
Fr. Dominic Tran Minh Duc

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Dominic Tran Minh Duc
Pastor

Rev. Wellington Muiioz
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Markus Hermawan
Indonesian Ministry

Deacon Cristobal Chavac
Hispanic Ministry

Ms. Karina Fernandez
Parish Business Manager

Director of Religious Ed.
Mrs. Ruth Maldonado
Parish Secretary

It is the peace of the Risen Christ: a peace that is unarmed and
disarming, humble and persevering, a peace that comes from
God, who loves us all unconditionally.” Pope Leo XIV

SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Contact the Rectory for arrangements

Marriage

Arrangements must be made at least six

i months prior to the intended wedding

Ms. Joanne Gledhill date.

Confessions

Before every Mass or call the rectory for

an appointment.

OCIA "Order of Christian Initiation

of Adults"

Anyone interested in becoming Catholic
is invited to participate in this process.
Contact the rectory for details.

Parish Registration

New residents of our neighborhood are
invited to join the parish by calling the
rectory. Those that are moving out of the
parish are asked to please inform the
parish secretary.




27th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Indonesian Catholic Community

Sunday, August 16

Celebrating 27 Years of Faith, Service & Community
at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish
Your faithful presence, service, and continued support
have been a great blessing to our Parish .
May God continue to bless you and your families for many years to come.

Join us in making our neighborhood safer!
Wednesday, August 19 at 6pm

Town hall meeting with a police representative
from the 17th District of South Philadelphia.
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each
month at the Aquinas Center

Upcoming Collections
MISSION APPEAL FOR VENEZUELA
EARTHQUAKE AUGUST 15- 16

Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez is asking parishes

* throughout the Archdiocese of Philadelphia to take
up a special second collection the weekend of

* Aug. 15-16 to support humanitarian relief efforts
in Venezuela Funds collected by parishes will be
sent to the archdiocesan Office for Financial
Services, which will forward a single donation to
CRS on behalf of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
Those wishing to contribute directly to the relief
effort also may donate through CRS at https://
www.crs.org/donate/venezuela-earthquake. Thank
you for your generosity

» This August, many dioceses across the United
States will support the Solidarity Fund through a
special collection. Here at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish , we will also support this important mission
during the weekend of August 22 and 23 to
support the Augustinian Sisters of Tanzania and
their mission of serving. Phillymissions.org

CONFIRMATION RETREAT

Day of Reflection & Prayer of confirmation
Candidates 2026

On August 29 the Confirmation candidates of St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish are invited to participate in
a special day of reflection and prayer at The
National Centre for Padre Pio,located in Barto,
Pennsylvania This will be a wonderful opportunity
for our Confirmation candidates to spend time in
prayer, reflection, and preparation as they continue
their journey of faith.

The buses will depart from the St. Thomas Aquinas
Parking lot at 9:00 am. Lunch will be provider for
all participants. For more information, please
contact Ms. Joanne Gheldhill at 267 242 5113

Save the Date: Sunday October 18 confirmations at
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish at 4:00 pm .

Online Giving: To give electronically
to St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, please
scan the QR code to be connected to
the ParishGiving web}%age.
www.Staquinas.com. Thank you for

your continued support!

Safe environment workshop

Protecting God's Children for Adults

Where: St. Thomas Aquinas Parish (Philadelphia)
17th and Morris Streets No children under the age
of 18 are allowed in this session! Snacks and water
will be provided!

Saturday, September 26, 2026 @ 1:00 PM
Estimated time: 2 hrs 30 min

If you need further assistance please contact
Joanne Gledhill at 267-242-5113. Please park in the
school yard -Please do not park on the street.

Readings for Mass for this Week. Please see the
website of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops usccb.org/bible/readings

Religious Preparations CCD Classes 2026-2027
St. Thomas Aquinas First Communion and
Confirmation Registrations

Saturday September 26 from 10-12pm

Sunday September 27 from 11 am to 1:00 pm
Library of the school . Schedules will follow
shortly . Plese contact Ms. Joanne Gledhill at
267-242-5113 for more information .
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20 th DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO AGOSTO 16, 2026

LA FE QUE NO SE RINDE
El silencio de Nuestro Dios Padre, no significa
ausencia, sino es el hacer crecer y manifestar la fe.
Las lecturas de este domingo anuncian algo
sorprendente: el corazon de Dios es mucho mas
grande que nuestros limites.
El profeta Isaias proclama que también los
extranjeros seran conducidos al monte santo, porque
la casa de Dios sera “casa de oracion para todos los
pueblos.” San Pablo confirma este misterio: Dios
permite que todos experimentemos nuestra pobreza y
desobediencia para poder manifestar a todos su
misericordia.
Y entonces aparece en el Evangelio una mujer
cananea: extranjera, pagana y, aparentemente, fuera
de las promesas de Israel. Ella grita: “jSefior, Hijo de
David, ten compasion de mi!” Pero Jesus guarda
silencio.
(Cuéantas veces hemos experimentado algo
semejante? Pedimos, rezamos, insistimos... y parece
que Dios no responde. Podemos pensar que nos ha
abandonado. Sin embargo, el silencio de Dios no
significa ausencia.
San Agustin veia precisamente en esta mujer un
ejemplo de humildad y perseverancia: Cristo parece
no escucharla, pero en realidad esta haciendo crecer y
manifestando su deseo y su fe.
Ella no se escandaliza ni se marcha. Incluso cuando
escucha hablar de los “perritos”, responde: “También
los perritos comen las migajas que caen de la mesa de
sus amos.” Ya no reclama derechos; espera todo de la
misericordia. Y Jesus exclama: “Mujer, jqué grande
es tu fe!”
Aqui esté el camino de la fe cristiana: descubrir que
no podemos salvarnos a nosotros mismos y aprender
a pedir la misericordia de Dios.
Tal vez hoy también nosotros llegamos a la Eucaristia
con una situacion que parece imposible. No tengamos
miedo de gritar como aquella mujer. Cristo puede
parecer silencioso, pero esta cerca. Quien persevera
confiando en su misericordia descubrird que ninguna
migaja de su gracia es pequefia: en ella esta la vida
entera.Por el padre Wellington Mufioz

Donaciones en linea: Para realizar una donacion
electrénica a la parroquia de Santo Tomés de Aquino,

escanea el codigo QR para acceder a la pagina web.

AVISOS PARROQUIALES

Felicitamos a la comunidad Indonesia por sus
27 afios al servicio de la parroquia de Santo
Tomas de Aquino este -Domingo Agosto 16 a las
12 pm con su Santa Misa, seguido por un compartir
en el Gym. Todos estan invitados a la celebracion .

Reunion con la policia del Distrito 17 del sur de
Filadelfia. Miercoles 19 de agosto a las 6pm en el
Aquinas Center

Registraciones para la Primera Comunion y la
Confirmacion

Sabado: September 26 de 10 am a 12 PM
Domingo September 27 de 11 a, a 1pm .
Registraciones en el el salon de clase de Ms.
Joanne En la escuela de Santo Tomas de Aquino
Requisitos

El programa es por dos afios para cada sacramento
Primera Comunion : los nifios y nifias deben estar
en segundo grado

Para la confirmacion deben estar en sexto grado
Las Clases seran en Ingles- todos los Domingos de
10 a 11 de la manana en la escuela de Santo Tomas
de Aquino . Para pedir mas informacion por favor
contactar a Ms. Joanne Gledhill al 267 242 5113

Workshop de safe environment o Ambiente
seguro en la libreria de la escuela de Santo
Tomas. Sabado Septiembre 26 a la 1:00 pm.
Para registrarse favor llamar a Ms. Joanne
Gledhill al 267-242-5113

Retiro para los nifios y nifias a confirmarse este
afio 2026 en Santo Tomas.

El sabado 29 de Agosto, tendremos un retiro para
los candidatos a la confirmacion de Santo Tomds
de Aquino en el Centro Nacional del Padre Pio,
situado en Barto, Pensilvania.

El autobus saldra del parqueadero de San Tomads de
Aquino a las 9:00 de la mafiana. Se ofrecera
almuerzo a todos los participantes. Para méas
informacion, péngase en contacto con la Sra.
Joanne Gheldhill en el 267 242 5113.

Oratorio Mariano

1. Autoeducacion en el Amor de Cristo como

Reunion de pareja
Parejas todos los 2. Cambio de Vida con la mano de Maria por
Martes 7:00 pm nuestra familia
Aquinas Center 3. Luchar Juntos por la santificacion de

nuestra familia




Connecting locally Do Your Doctors

trusted businesses

who support our
parish and the

community.

DOWNLOAD!
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NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
(267) 538-1311- www.Dedicated.care
330 West Oregon Ave. Suites 170 and 180 Philadelphia, PA 19148
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OURS DO!

At Dedicated Senior Medical Centers,

Dedicated Senior
Medical Center
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Promotions ¢ Business Category * Your Location

TO INSTANTLY FIND

Specials * Discounts * Featured Information

== American Red Cross
- Someone Teeds You!
VOLUNTEER
and make a difference.
Join €oday: redcross.org/Volunteer

Financiado por Medicaid, FreedomCare te
permite elegir quién te cuida - el cuidador
recibe el pago al instante después de su turno.

familias se han unido a FreedomCare!
Menor Tasa de Hospitalizacion

iMas de
de Satisfaccion del Cliente

814.388.0301

eoanns et v FreedomCare

DE 5 ESTRELLAS COMPASSION » INDEPENDENCE » CHOICE

YOUR PARISH ROOFER

NEW ROOFS}REPAIRS { SHINGLES & SIDING| ROOF COATING
$995% {$95%| $1000 OFF $395%
aslowas aslowas over 1,000 sq. ft. aslowas

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

15 YEAR GUARANTEE * FREE ESTIMATES

215.464.6425

MALLORY'S L

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
Fouwndakion

BE KINDNESSI

www.MallorysArmy.org
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
84 Message and data rates may apply.

Appreciation Attracts Growth | %ray for Peace

to our Bulletin Sponsors

catholicmatch’
Funded by Medicaid, FreedomCare Pennsylvania
allows you to choose who provides
your care — the caregiver gets paid
instantly after their shift.

75, families have
Joined FreedomCare!

Customer Satisfaction

Lower Hospitalization Rate

814.388.0301
7,000+ V? al
o FreedomCare | STNE_—-

datePA

123 St. Thomas Aquinas, Phila., PA
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