16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - JULY 19, 2026
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St Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Community

Mission Statement:

Saint Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Community,
through our cultural

diversity, united in our

expressions of faith, lives
the Gospel message in
our neighborhood
through worship,
education, service, and
advocacy.

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

1719 Morris Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19145

www.staquinas.com
Staquinasparish@gmail.com

Rectory : 215 334-2312
Google phone Number
267-388-1281
Fax: 215-755-9369
"Parking lot is Available

n

School:215-334-0878

Aquinas Center:
215-334-2312

Celebration of the Eucharist

Saturday Vigil Mass
4:00PM (English)
6: 00PM (Spanish)

Sunday
8:00AM (Vietnamese)
10:00AM (English)
12:00PM (Indonesian )
5:00 PM (Spanish)
Holidays

8:30AM (Church)
Weekdays
8:30AM (Chapel)

Parish Organizations

Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality :
First Sunday of the Month
(10:00 am Mass.)

Concerned Black Catholics
meet on the third Sunday of
each month at the 10:00 AM
Mass.

Gathering Breakfast

CBC warmly invites everyone
to our Gathering Breakfast on
the third Sunday of each month.
Come enjoy friendship and
good food after the 10:00 AM
Mass in the Aquinas Center
Notary Services

Notary services are available
through Daria Ward.

For more information, please
call at 215.251 5958


http://www.staquinas.com

Mass Intentions for the week of
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

July ,19 2026
Saturday July 18

8:30 am For all the victims of
the earthquake in Venezuela

4:00 pm Joseph Anzideo Jr. by his
parents

6:00 PM Spanish Mass

Sunday July 19

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 pm Vietnamese Mass
10:00 am  CBC Members of St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish
12:00 pm  Indonesian Mass
5:00 pm Spanish Mass
Monday July 20
8:30 AM  For the good health of our

St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners and the
whole world

Tuesday July 21

8:30 AM  People of the Parish
Wednesday July 22

St. Mary Magdalene
8:30 AM For the blessing of good
health of St. Thomas Aquinas parishioner

Thursday  July 23

8:30 am People of the Parish
Friday July 24
8:30 am For all the victims of the

earthquake in Venezuela

Saturday July 25

St. James Apostle
8:30 am For all the victims of

the earthquake in Venezuela
4:00 pm In memory of Frances Fario
by Ms. Alberta Mancini
6:00 PM Spanish Mass
Sunday July 26
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 pm  Vietnamese Mass
10:00 am  Santiago and Guadalupe
Villanueva by Ellie Realeza
12:00 pm  Indonesian Mass
5:00 pm Spanish Mass

Thank you for your continued
Generosity and Support to
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish !

Services Available For Our Parishioners

Mass Intentions: If you wish to schedule a Mass for your
loved ones, please contact our rectory, and we will try to
accommodate your request in the best possible way.

Yearly Memorial Candle: Remember your beloved
deceased by keeping a memorial candle lit for them all
year.

Sanctuary Memorial Fund: Donations are assigned a
week and posted in the weekly bulletin. Families will
receive a memorial card with the week and donation
received. Forms can be picked up at the Rectory.

Prayer request for the sick: If you would like us to
include the name of your intention in the bulletin for
prayer, please contact the rectory.

Leaving a Legacy: Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, 1719 Morris St. (our legal title) in your will. Your
legacy will help support our mission and allow us to serve
future needs generations.

Please Remember In Your Prayers
Those Who Are Sick

Davita Saxon, Carol Devon,
Irene Ceron Ventura, Hazelan Koroma, Raquel
Barrios, Steven Johnson, Dianne Dematto, Father
Daniel Dinardo, Ivonne Gaskins, Sybil William
Leon De Fulgentis - Deborah Brady, Joseph Hanlon,
Henry McCallister, April DeMatto, Mike Tatersley,
Dolores Smith, Linda Nowlin, Daria Ward, Lacey
Terreri, Karen Scott Precise -Diane Barsuglia
Shondell Ayala-Copeland, Timothy Joseph
McCloskey, Timothy Michael McCloskey, Isaac
Davis, Maria Figueroa, Daniel Lorenzo Fernandez,
Dwight Alexander - Phillis Alexander, Theresa Giosa,
Concetta Parker, Ulises Lopes, Ana Colon, Theresa
Giosa ,Stephan Todd- Ryan, Catherine Todd, Gwen
Munson, Adeline Ostobile, John Daniel, Virginia
Tinkler- Moore, Robert Salvadore, Margaret
Coleman, Ada Roebuck, Lilian Offord, David
Anderson, Helen Zungolo , Bryan DeSanto,
Frank Diodato.

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle.
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the
Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power
of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen




PASTOR'S CORNER

16TH Sunday in ordinary
time July 19, 2026

The kingdom of God, ever
somewhat mysterious to us, was
consistently referred to by Jesus.
There are almost one hundred
and fifty references to God's
Kingdom in the New Testament.
Fifty-two of them in Saint
Matthew's Gospel alone. The
more Jesus spoke about the
kingdom, the more it seemed to
be another worldly place to
those who heard him. In order to
help them understand, Jesus
compares the kingdom of God
to a treasured buried somewhere
in a field, to a valuable pearl,
and to a fishing net which would
gather fish of every kind.

The Gospel raises the
question of the meaning of the
kingdom of God for us today.
How do we identify and
describe God's kingdom here on
earth? There are many varied
ideas about the kingdom of God.
Some may think of the kingdom
as a remote and distant heaven
in another world at the end of

life. Others may think of it as an
ideal political and economic
order. Some even think that the
kingdom is exclusively God's
business, not ours, and we have
only to wait and receive it from
God's hands. Then there are
those who identify the kingdom
as the Church.

So what is the kingdom
of God, and where is it?
Whenever we pray the Lord's
Prayer we pray to God: Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven."
According to Saint Paul the
kingdom of God is
righteousness, peace, and joy in
the Holy Spirit. Our Catholic
Catechism says that "in the
Lord's Prayer ' thy kingdom
come ' refers primarily to the
final coming of the reign of God
through Christ's return. But, far
from distracting the Church
from her mission in this present
world, this desire commits her
to it all the more strongly."

Too often people spend
their whole lives searching for
all the wrong things. For us we
wait in anticipation for the

coming of the Lord. We learn
that Christ ushered in the
kingdom of heaven on earth. We
have no need to seek any other
place. We have it at the moment

we emerge from the baptismal
font. Now a member of the
People of God-royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people set a
part, now a citizen of the
kingdom of the Church with all
its privileges and an inheritor of
the kingdom of God. Yes, it is at
that moment and at this moment
when we have it all.

Rather than spending the
rest of our lives forgetting the
dignity and privileges of our
Baptism by pursuing false goals,
let us remember what we have
received and appreciate it.
Herein lies the wisdom which
we were given in Baptism and
which we share in faith.

May God Bless you all !

Fr. Dominic Tran Minh Duc

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Dominic Tran Minh Duc
Pastor

Rev. Wellington Muiioz
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Markus Hermawan
Indonesian Ministry

Deacon Cristobal Chavac
Hispanic Ministry

Pope Leo XN

Ms. Karina Fernandez
Parish Business Manager

Director of Religious Ed.
Mrs. Ruth Maldonado
Parish Secretary

SACRAMENTS

Baptism
Contact the Rectory for arrangements

Marriage
Arrangements must be made at least six
i months prior to the intended wedding
Ms. Joanne Gledhill date.
Confessions
Before every Mass or call the rectory for
an appointment.
OCIA "Order of Christian Initiation
of Adults"
Anyone interested in becoming Catholic
is invited to participate in this process.
Contact the rectory for details.
Parish Registration
New residents of our neighborhood are
invited to join the parish by calling the
rectory. Those that are moving out of the
parish are asked to please inform the
parish secretary.




Black Catholics under way of SaintHood
Venerable Augustus Tolton (1854-1897)

Augustus Tolton is recognized as the first Black
American priest in the United States. His journey to
the priesthood was met with hostility but he
remained focused on his mission to serve God and
His people.

Tolton’s family were slaves in a white Catholic
household in East Missouri. Freedom was the dream
for his Catholic parents. After escaping from
slavery, his family settled in

Quincy, Illinois. Tolton’s mother worked as a maid
in the rectory of Saint Peter Church where he was
baptized and received his First Holy Communion.
He attended school there but because of racial
tension, the pastor, Father Peter McGirr, helped him
to enroll in Saint Boniface Catholic School.
Augustus was also working as a janitor at the church
and as a laborer at the tobacco factory. He did very
well in school and was thankful and devoted to God.
He did not let the racism destroy his faith. He
prayed for the people who discriminated against him
and did not let those negative actions deter him from
pursuing his desire to become a priest for all people.
Tolton finished high school and college. The
Franciscan priests and sisters in Qunicy encouraged
him to go to the seminary in Rome because Blacks

were not allowed to become priests in the United
States. In Rome, Augustus experienced racial
harmony for the first time in his life. He learned to
speak several languages and was known for his
beautiful voice.

Agustus Tolen was ordained in 1886.

Augustus thought he would be sent to an African
country as a missionary, however, the Prefect of
Rome decided that America needed a Black priest.
He assigned Tolen to Quincy, Illinois, where he
celebrated his First Mass in Saint Boniface Church.
Later he became pastor at Saint Joseph Church and
School. Tolton was treated with disrespect and
mistreated by the parishioners and clergy because he
was black. However, he maintained love for the
people, even though it was not reciprocated.
Therefore, Tolton was transferred to Chicago where
he became founding pastor of Saint Monica Church,
the first Black Catholic Church. Saint Katherine
Drexel was one of the financial supporters of the
church. Many were converted because of Tolton’s
ministry and he helped everyone in need of anything
regardless of their race. He died at age 43 from
heatstroke.

In 2010, Cardinal Francis George, Archbishop of
Chicago, opened the cause for the canonization of
Augustus Toten. In 2019, Pope Francis issued the
declaration naming Him Venerable Augustus Tolton.

Employment Opportunities at Our Lady of Hope

Catholic School. Our Lady of Hope Catholic School

in South Philadelphia is currently accepting

applications for the following positions:

* Part time Spanish Teacher

+ Part time art teacher

* Part time technology teacher

* Full time teacher for 7th grade

* Homeroom, teaching 5th-8th grade math and 7th
and 8th grade science

Interested candidates should send their resume and

cover letter directly to the Principal, Patty Cody, at

pcody@ourladyofhopephily.com. For application

documents, you can check the Archdiocese of

Philadelphia Schools Careers

Online Giving: To give
electronically to St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish, please scan the
QR code to be connected to the
ParishGiving webpage.
www.Staquinas.com. Thank you
for your continued support!

Spanish Food Festival

Come and celebrate with us at our Spanish Food
Festival.Enjoy a wonderful day of community while
savoring authentic Mexican and Central American
cuisine- prepared with love by members of the
Spanish speaking community.

Date: Sunday, July 26 from 1:30 pm to 9pm
Location: St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Lower hall
1719 Morris St. 19145

Bring your family, friends, and neighbors for a day of
delicious food, joyful
entertainment, and
community spirit. There will
be something for everyone.
All are warmly welcome!

Readings for Mass for this Week. Please see the
website of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops usccb.org/bible/readings



http://www.Staquinas.com
http://usccb.org/bible/readings
mailto:pcody@ourladyofhopephily.com

16th DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO JULIO 19, 2026

La paciencia de Nuestro Padre Celestial

Vivimos en un mundo que busca soluciones
inmediatas. Queremos que el mal desaparezca
rapidamente, que las personas cambien de un dia para
otro y que nuestras propias debilidades dejen de
existir. Sin embargo, el Evangelio de este domingo
nos revela que Dios actia de una manera muy distinta:
con infinita paciencia.

En la parabola del trigo y la cizafia, los siervos desean
arrancar enseguida la mala hierba. Pero el duefio
responde: “Dejen que ambos crezcan juntos hasta la
cosecha.” Jests nos invita a mirar primero nuestro
propio corazon. En cada uno de nosotros conviven el
deseo de seguir a Cristo y las heridas del pecado, el
egoismo y el miedo. Dios no nos rechaza por nuestras
fragilidades; espera pacientemente nuestra
conversion.

El libro de la Sabiduria nos recuerda que la verdadera
fuerza de Dios se manifiesta en su misericordia. El
corrige con amor porque nunca deja de creer en la
posibilidad de un corazon renovado. Su paciencia no
es indiferencia; es la expresion de un amor que
siempre ofrece una nueva oportunidad.

San Pablo afiade una gran esperanza: cuando no
sabemos como orar, el Espiritu Santo intercede por
nosotros. Incluso en el silencio, el cansancio o la
confusion, Dios continia obrando en nuestra vida.
Esta es también una invitacion para nuestra
comunidad parroquial. Nadie llega a la Iglesia
completamente santo. Todos estamos siendo
transformados por la gracia de Dios. Por eso estamos
llamados a tratarnos con la misma paciencia y
misericordia que el Sefior tiene con nosotros.
Pidamos en esta Eucaristia un corazén humilde que
confie en el tiempo de Dios. El sigue sembrando el
bien en nuestra vida y, si permanecemos abiertos a su
gracia, hara madurar en nosotros un fruto abundante
para su gloria.Por el Padre Wellmington Mufios

“SABOR Y SONRISAS:
FESTEJO FAMILIAR, COMIDA,

MUSICA Y CARIDAD"

La comunidad de la Parroquia Santo Tomas
de Aquino te invita a una fiesta familiar llena

de sabor, musica y alegria.

 KARAOKE -
JULIO 26 DE 1: 30 A 9PM

Reunion con un representante de la policia del
Distrito 17 del sur de Filadelfia.

;Unete a nosotros para hacer
iy que nuestro vecindario sea mas
/'POLICE& seguro! Miércoles, agosto 17, a
LY las 6:00 pm. Las reuniones se
celebran el tercer miércoles de
cada mes en el Aquinas Center.
Todos son bienvenidos

Conversations
with Police
representative
17th District

Online Giving: To give electronically
to St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, please
scan the QR code to be connected to
the ParishGiving webpage.
www.Staquinas.com. Thank you for
your continued support!

Festival of latin food

* Sunday - July 26 - from 1:30 to 9:00 pm .

* Todos son bienvenidos
Unete a nosotros para hacer que nuestro
vecindario sea mas seguro!

» Reserva la fecha: 19 de August a las 6:00 pm .
Reunién con representantes de la policia del
Distrito 17 del sur de Filadelfia. Las reuniones se
celebran el tercer miércoles de cada mes en el
Aquinas Center

* Ciudadania Estadounidense: Si lleva al menos
tres afios en posesion de la tarjeta de residencia y
habla inglés, puede solicitar una entrevista con la
hermana Fran. Para mas informacion, llamar al
215.334.2312

* Hora Santa todos los Jueves a las 7:00PM

* Acomparienos a tener unos minutos de silencio y
contemplar el poder sanador de Jesus en la
capilla del Aquinas Center . Todos son
bienvenidos

* Santa Misa los ultimos viernes de cada mes en
el chapel del Aquinas Center a las 7:00 pm



http://www.Staquinas.com

ST. MONICA CENTER

A Catholic-Faith Short Term Rehab
and Long Term Care Facility

\J)

ST. MONICA CENTER

Accepts Admissions 24/7 « Therapy Available 7 days a week

| RESPITE
=) care

Services

/@‘] SHORT TERM
=) CARE

Do Your Doctors Give You
Their Cell Phone Number?

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
(267) 538-1311 - www.Dedicated.care
330 West Oregon Ave. Suites 170 and 180 Philadelphia, PA 19148

OURS DO!

At Dedicated Senior Medical Centers,

Dedicated Senior
Medical Center
B

Ny

& CHENMED: COMPANY

Cardiac Care * Memory
Support ®* Wound Care
| Orthopedic Rehab ¢ Stroke
Recovery ®* Neuromuscular
Care * Post-surgical Rehab
Pulmonary Care ...and more!

2509 South Fourth St.
Philadelphia, PA 19148
215-271-1080
www.stmonicarehab.org
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BOWNLOAD

-|- American Red Cross
Someone Meeds You!

VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Join €oday: redcross.org/Volunteer

Financiado por Medicaid, FreedomCare te
permite elegir quién te cuida - el cuidador
recibe el pago al instante después de su turno.

|

YOUR PARISH ROOFER

NEW ROOFS{REPAIRS | SHINGLES & SIDING] ROOF COATING
$995% 1$95%| $1000 OFF $395%
aslowas aslowas over 1,000 sq. ft. aslowas

Coupon Must be Presented at Time of Estimate

iMas de
de Satisfaccion del Cliente

DE 5 ESTRELLAS

familias se han unido a FreedomCare!

814.388.0301

215.464.6425
Menor Tasa de Hospitalizacion
mm'RY,s Unlfe,i;::l%i:hgzlllglnT:e Fight
®
ARMY Don't Just Teach Kindness...
Foundation BE KINDNESSI

il v FreedomCare

COMPASSION « INDEPENDENCE = CHOICE

15 YEAR GUARANTEE ° FREE ESTIMATES

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
W4 Message and data rates may apply.

Appreciation Attracts Growth

Funded by Medicaid, FreedomCare
allows you to choose who provides
your care — the caregiver gets paid

instantly after their shift.

75, families have
Jjoined Freedom(

Customer Satisfaction

Lower Hospitalization Rate

814.388.0301
s FreedomCare
REVIEWS COMPASSION * INDEPENDENCE * CHOICE

123 St. Thomas Aquinas, Phila., PA

s ag #WHATS
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