
                       

 
 

A Roman Catholic Church 
In 

The Iron Hill Deanery  
of 

The Diocese of Wilmington 

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor 

Deacon Frank Weber 

Deacon Candidate Intern - 

Lee Olmstead 
 

Pastoral Council – Kathy Ursitti 

Finance Council – Rev. James D. Hreha 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 10:30 am 

Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am 
 

LIVE STREAM MASS  

Saturdays at 4 pm & Sundays at 10:30 am 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am 

www.youtube.com/c/STPolycarpSmyrnaDE 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:30 – 3:30 pm or by appointment 

PARISH OFFICE: 
Monday – Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 
302-653-8279 
55 Ransom Lane      Smyrna, DE   19977 
www.saintpolycarp.org 

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts 
office@saintpolycarp.org 
Financial Manager, Frank Coletta 
financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
Facilities Manager, Pete Sanphy 
facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
Communications Director, Judy Lamborn 
communications@saintpolycarp.org 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE: 
302-653-4101 
Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor 
dre@saintpolycarp.org 
Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn 
assistdre@saintpolycarp.org 
          For those in need - St. Vincent de Paul Society 
                               302-264-6630 

                                
                              WELCOME  
We’re glad you joined us today. If you are new to the 
parish, please consider registering. Forms can be 
found at the Church doors or online at 
www.saintpolycarp.org. 

 

    THE SACRAMENTS OF OUR CHURCH 
Baptism:  Catechesis is provided for parents and 

godparents. Contact the Parish Secretary to register. 

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults): If you or 

someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic 

or completing the Sacraments of Initiation (Eucharist 

and Confirmation), contact Deacon Frank at the Parish 

Office or email DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org.               

Marriage: Formation is provided for couples. 

Arrangements must be made at least one year in 

advance.  Contact the Parish Office. 

Vocations: Rev. John T. Solomon at 302-573–3113                         

Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.  

Nursing Home Communion Services: DHCI, 3rd 

Tuesday of the month at 10:30 am. Evergreen, 1st 

Wednesday of the month at 1:15 pm. 

For Funerals: Contact the Funeral Home of your 

choice. They will then coordinate with the Parish 

Office. 

http://www.youtube.com/c/STPolycarpSmyrnaDE
http://www.saintpolycarp.org/
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org


Twenty-Fourth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

            September 13, 2026 
 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

~ Are you quick to forgive others who wrong you? Why? 

~ What might living for the Lord look like this week? 

~ Have you ever been forgiven of something great?  

What impact did that have on your own ability to forgive 

others? 

 

                                          

                 Calling all cooks! 

Have you decided what side dish 
 you will be bringing to our 

 Annual Parish Picnic  
NEXT Sunday, September 20,  

following the 10:30 am Mass? 

Your food should be pre-cooked/ready to serve 
and brought to the picnic in disposable 
containers. We can provide serving utensils. 

We will gather outside, behind the rectory, for 
Fellowship, Food, and Fun. Do not forget to 
bring a chair to relax on. Tell the kids there is a 
Bounce House, games and a PSR Meet & Greet. 
We will be selling 50/50 tickets so bring some 
cash. 1 ticket - $1 or 25 tickets for $20. 
We are still in need for volunteers to help make 
this event a success. Please call Leslie Reddy, 
610-905-5945 if interested in helping.  

 

PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS 

Prayer Chain: To request prayers or to be part of our 

Prayer Chain, contact Cookie Ruane at 

rosie11031949@yahoo.com or call 302-540-6429. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in 

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#. 

Eucharistic Adoration: Tuesdays, 11 am – 8 pm in the 

Chapel; and at the end of the 4 pm Vigil Mass, before the 

2nd Sunday of the month. 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm (Chapel) 

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm in the Chapel 

LET US PRAY 

INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, September 12      The Most Holy Name of Mary, BVM                                               
4 pm Ingrid & Frank Culhane           - Dieter & Joyce Raczkowski 
         Marilyn Orlin                                       - Roy & Janice Arrighi 
         Beverly Hansen            - Mary Grace & George Hutchinson 
         James A. Mood             - Mary Grace & George Hutchinson                                                                              
Sunday, September 13                  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:30 am Enrico Evangelista                         - Fatima Evangelista 
                Nicholas Porretta                              - Horninger Family 
                Charles Lee Allison                              - Delphine Lytell 
                Pete Chacho                                 - Bob & Kathy Curlett 
                Lorraine Marshalewski                          - Virginia Kujala  
Monday, September 14   No Mass              The Exaltation of the  
                                                                                      Holy Cross                                                                                                               
Tuesday, September 15                              Our Lady of Sorrows                                                                                                                                                                            
8:30 am Diane Kravitz                                              - John Kravitz 
              Billy Alexander                          - Bill & Martha Alexander 
              Tyler Feehan                                      -  Michele Coldiron 
Wednesday, September 16                                     St. Cornelius                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
8:30 am Edward Mensch 
              Janet Girello                                             - Janice Girello  
Thursday, September 17     No Mass                                                                                                                    
Friday, September 18           No Mass                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Saturday, September 19                                         St. Januarius                     
4 pm Blessing & Installation of Pastoral Council 
         Joseph Saber                                                    - Rita Brown 
         Joseph Maguire                                      - Roseann Maguire 
         Janet Hovis                                                  - Judy Lamborn 
         Brian Barahura                             - Jack & Carol Molyneaux 
Sunday, September 20                  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time              
10:30 am Blessing of Catechists 
                John S. Rhoades                     - Diane & Mike Dellinger 
                Margarita Sevillena 
                Charles L. Allison                            - The Allison Family 
                James Mood                          - James & Patty Shockley 
. 
 

We Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers: 
To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 
please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the 
office. Names will remain on for 8 weeks at which time you 
will need to contact us again to have the name listed again. 
(* designates final week on list) 
 
John Loughran, Charlene Anderson, Joanne Masten, John Lightcap, 
Margie Eckard, Edward Chippie, Jr., Gregory Haven, Lesa Boyle,  
Fr. Paul Mast, Cicero Family, Riegle Family, Bernardi Family, Dias 
Family, DiFrancesco Family, Deold Family, Ragusa Family, Megna 
Family, Barbara Dean, Laverne Dykes, Janet Alexander, George 
Oehler, Penny Patchell, Sally Boscher, Monica Haven, William 
Green, William Neilson, David Rhoades, Tom Powell, Alison 
Seewald,  and residents of Evergreen and DHCI                      

                             
We Pray for Our Deceased  

 
May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

 

    DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS                                  

           Use this QR code or visit                                      
 

 https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading 

mailto:rosie11031949@yahoo.com
mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading


From the earliest of days, the Church honored 
those who had gone before them in faith. The 
community of believers was of one mind and one 
heart in their gratitude for those who taught them 
the faith. Likewise, they believed that these Saints 
were now with God and would intercede for them. 
Their belief was shown by 9 days of prayer. These 
Novenas of mourning were the first to develop in 
our Sacred Tradition. Further, they are still with us 
today. 
 This honoring of the dead was also 
observed in the ancient Roman and Greek cultures. 
There were 9-day festivals celebrating good omens 
from the gods, or 9 days of petitioning to the gods if 
a tragedy was interpreted. Accordingly, both 
cultures spent 9 days of mourning after the death of 
an emperor. The Romans even extended this 
tradition to include past family members annually.
 The Jewish culture certainly shared in the 
custom of honoring the deceased members of their 
family and community with a period of prayer. But 
since 7 is more important in their faith, they have 
never adopted our tradition of Novenas.
 Throughout history, all the Protestant 
religions, except for the Anglicans and Lutherans, 
have rejected our belief in the power of Novenas 
because of the reliance on the intercession of the 
Saints. 
 What a gift we have in our unbroken 
tradition of Novenas!                        
https://saintpolycarp.org/know-your- 
novenas-a-nine-part-series/ 

 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT                  

                            Our monthly Adoration of the Blessed  

                            Sacrament follows the 4 pm Vigil Mass                     

                            for the second Sunday of the month. 

                                  September 12, October 10,  

                                  November 7, December 12. 

 

                           Following the prayer after Communion,  

                           Fr. Jim (or the visiting priest) will place  

                           the Blessed Sacrament in the  

                           Monstrance. The Blessed Sacrament is  

                           then incensed while the “O Salutaris / O  

                           Saving Victim” is sung. (Found inside the 

back cover of Breaking Bread.) Out of reverence for 

Jesus, please do not leave the Church as the Blessed 

Sacrament is being exposed. Silent prayer then begins. 

How much time will you spend with Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament?  When you leave, please leave silently as 

others are praying before the Blessed Sacrament. At the 

end of the hour, one of our Eucharistic Ministers will 

repose the Blessed Sacrament from the Monstrance to 

the Tabernacle.  
 

             Blessings 
The Blessing and Installation of our Pastoral and  

      Finance Councils will take place during Mass on  

      Saturday, September 19. 

The Blessing of our Catechists & Assistants will take      

       place during Mass on Sunday, September 20. 
 

                          CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD  
                               (CLOW) will NOT be offered in  

                                      September. We will start back up  
                                      again in October, every 1st and 3rd  

              Sunday of the month. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND 

                        Do you know someone who is sick or  

                        homebound and not able to make it to  

                        Mass? We would love to give them the  

                        opportunity to receive Holy Communion in  

                        their homes. Please contact April Corrales 

at 302-220–9616 or Lori Ostrowski at 302-540–6522.     
 

                             If you are going to be in a hospital or       

                             other medical or rehabilitation facility,  

                             make sure you let the facility know that  

                             you are Catholic so that they can put  

                             you on a Catholic list for the local  

                             Priests/Deacons/Extra-ordinary  

                             ministers of Holy Communion to visit  

                             you. 

https://saintpolycarp.org/know-your-novenas-a-nine-part-series/
https://saintpolycarp.org/know-your-novenas-a-nine-part-series/


 

 

 
 

 

Food and Drink 
Provided by Knights 

of Columbus, 
Columbiettes, & 

Sodality  

  Scavenger hunt             Games   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Music   

 

 
Our Pastoral Council and Parish Picnic Committee have once again planned a 
fun-filled event. The Knights of Columbus will be cooking up hot dogs, 
hamburgers, and French fries. You can sample some Rita’s Water Ice served by our 
parish youth. Kids and the young-at-heart will enjoy the inflatable obstacle 
course. 50/50 tickets will be on sale. 1 ticket - $1 or 25 tickets for $20. 

 

Time: After 10:30 AM Mass | Where: Back parking lot 

Celebrate our Parish community & enjoy an afternoon of  
fellowship, food, and fun together. 

50/50 Raffle  

Bouncy Obstacle Course   



CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

   SEPTEMBER BFF IS CANCELLED!  
Instead, join us at the  

PARISH PICNIC  
next Sunday, September 20, following Mass! 

Lots of fun games are planned! 

                                            

                                                   IT’S ALMOST GO TIME!  
                                          PSR kicks off the new year   
                                      in a few weeks! We are still  
                                      accepting PSR  
                                       registrations! 
 

All PSR families are invited to our  
Meet & Greet at our Parish Picnic  
NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20,  

AFTER 10:30 AM MASS  
Bring your children to meet their  

Catechists & Assistants. 
Enjoy food, fellowship, & fun.  

(bouncy house, scavenger hunt & games) 

CLASSES BEGIN: 
Sunday, September 13 for Confirmation 
 Sunday, September 27 for grades P/K-4  
 Tuesday, September 29 for grades 5-8 

Sunday, October 4 for HIS 

ST POLYCARP  

PARISH S CHOOL OF RELIGION ( PSR)              

Religious Education Classes 
for Grades PK – 9  

Register Now! 
For information and/or to print the registration form, visit  

https://saintpolycarp.org/religious-education/  

or you can use this QR code.      

For more information,  

Contact Mrs. Erica Taylor,  

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) at  

302 - 653 – 4101 or dre@saintpolycarp.org 

                   PSR ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER    
                                                           
                                               Your enthusiasm and  
                                               generosity in filling the  
                                               decorated envelopes has  
                                               been amazing! Boards are 
still at the front steps and the side exit near the 
sacristy. We still have a few envelopes left! Please 
stop by and grab one! Our goal is for every envelope 
to be taken and turned in!      

Please return envelopes to the collection baskets 
or the church office at your earliest  
convenience.  
                        Thank you for your support! 

 

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE  

                               St. Polycarp Church 

                              55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna  

                         OCTOBER  3, 2026 

                                9 am – 2 pm 

                           (Rain Date October 10) 

 
 

 

https://saintpolycarp.org/religious-education/
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org


Saint Polycarp Church 
Fall Craft Fest 

Saturday, October 3, 2026 
9 am – 2 pm 

 
Vendor setup 7 am – 9 am 

(No vehicles in vendor area after 9 am) 
Contact Mike Cunningham at 302-379-8952 or 
mikec923@yahoo.com for event application. 

Rain Date: October 10, 2026 

 

SAVE THE DATE  
for this fun event---our upcoming annual  

St. Polycarp Quarter Auction on  

Sunday, November 15, 2026.   

Doors will open at 3 pm, auction starts at 4 pm. 

   

We are accepting donations for auction items. 

Please contact Deanna Lail dlail14@comcast.net or 

302-535-2957    More details coming soon! 

 

 

AROUND THE DIOCESE & ELSEWHERE 

 

 

  REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE   
Tens of thousands of couples have healed their 

marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy).   

If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, 

please pass this on.  Couples learn to build 

communication skills and to increase intimacy.  It 

provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or 

crises.  The next program will be held the weekend of 

October 2 - 4, 2026 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, 

PA.  For more information, or to register, call 215-766-

3944 or visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org.  All inquiries 

are strictly confidential. 

 

Cost: $45.00 for adults. 

$25.00 for students. 

 (Students need be of high school age to attend.) 

THOLIC AP 

Catholic Diocese of Wilmington’s  

ANNUAL MARIAN PILGRIMAGE 
with Bishop William Koenig at the 

Shrine of Our Lady Queen of Peace 

on the campus of  

Holy Spirit Church, New Castle, DE 

September 26, 2026, 10 am – 5 pm 

PILGRIMAGE THEME: OUR LADY OF NAZARETH                                                                               

                                                   Join us as we welcome  

                                                   Rev. Matthew Kauth, 

                                                   of the Diocese of Charlotte,  

                                                   North Carolina, Rector of  

                                                   St. Joseph College                          

                                                   Seminary, and author of  

                                                   The Imitation of Saint  

                                                   Joseph, who will draw   

                                                   more closely to Our Lady  

                                                  through her most chaste  

                                                  spouse, Saint Joseph. 

 

Complimentary breakfast items are available at 9:30 am 

in the gymnasium. The first conference begins at 10:30 

am in the church. Participants may bring their own lunch 

or may purchase lunch on site for $10. Lunch is prepared 

by the parish’s Hispanic community. The day concludes 

with a Holy Hour, Rosary and the Holy Mass by Bishop 

Koenig. 

mailto:mikec923@yahoo.com
mailto:dlail14@comcast.net
http://www.marriagehelpdelval.org/


PEAL      ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
          Your contributions at work in the Diocese 

Basic Needs Program... 

assists low-income individuals and families 

through financial coaching and case management 

services and provides financial grants for basic 

living expenses. 

Households in crisis can work with case managers to 

achieve economic goals such as creating 

and maintaining a household budget, securing 

employment or a higher-paying job, securing child care, 

and accessing health benefits. 
 

Thank you for your generosity in supporting this year’s 

appeal. Your generosity makes a difference!  It is 

important that everyone follows through with payments 

on pledges.  

Goal: $61,500         
Pledged: $70,662.32 
Collected to date: $57,721.95  
Amount to be collected: $12,940.37.       
For  those who have not yet participated, we invite you to 

prayerfully consider supporting the ministries throughout 

our Diocese. 100% of your  donations remain  

in the Diocese.  To donate online visit  

www.cdow.org or use this QR code. 

 

 

COLLECTIONS – STEWARDSHIP 

 

Because of the Labor Day holiday, the collection 
information for the week of September 5/6 will be in 
next weekend’s bulletin. Thank you for your 
understanding.  

 
Our parish operating expenses average  

$11,120 per week. 
 

 

September Second Collections 

~ September 19/20 Parish School  

of Religion (PSR) 

~ September 26/27 Share in the Spirit 

Please be as generous as your means allow. 

Thank you. 

 
 

Please consider signing up for eGiving through 

Parishsoft. Recurring, catch up and one-time gifts can be 

made. Text “Give” to  

(302) 202–2251, use this link 

https://bit.ly/ParishSoftAccess or  

you can use this QR code for easy giving.    

       Thank you for your generosity! 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  

For the most up to date information 

visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 
 

Saturday, September 12 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm Confession 

4 pm MASS – Adoration  

Sunday, September 13 

9:45 am BVM Sodality Monthly Rosary before Mass  

10:30 am MASS – Youth Mass 

11:30 am Quarter Auction Planning (Library) 

5 pm Confirmation Class (Library) 

Monday, September 14 

11:30 am Sodality Meeting (Church/Hall/Kitchen) 

12 pm St. Vincent de Paul (Library) 

6 pm Girl Scout Leader Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm OCIA Session (Library) 

Tuesday, September 15                       

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Adult Faith Formation – Connected in Christ (Library)  

10:30 am DHCI 

11 am – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel)  

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

1:30 pm CFC (Room 4) 

6:30 pm Finance Council (Library) 

Wednesday, September 16 

8:30 am MASS  

9:30 am Pastoral Staff Meeting (Library) 

6 pm Columbiette Board Meeting (Library) 

6:30 pm Baptismal Class Advanced Registration Required 

                (Room 7) 

6:30 pm Multicultural Friends (Room 8) 

7 pm K of C 3rd Degree Business Meeting (Hall/Kitchen) 

7 pm K of C Officers Meeting (Hall) 

Thursday, September 17 

10 am Pathway to Peace – Library 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

6:30 pm Digital Ministry Meeting (Library) 

6:30 pm St. Vincent de Paul Evening Meeting (Room 7) 

Friday, September 18    

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel) 

5:30 pm Grief Support Group (Room 8)  

Saturday, September 19 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm Confession 

4 pm MASS - Blessing & Installation of Pastoral Council & 

                       Finance Council 

Sunday, September 20               Catechetical Sunday 

10:30 am MASS – Blessing of Catechists 

Following Mass - Parish Picnic 

Following Mass at the Parish Picnic – PSR Meet & Greet 

                            

                             www.saintpolycarp.org          

http://www.cdow.org/
https://bit.ly/ParishSoftAccess
https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/
http://www.saintpolycarp.org/


301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)                                                                 John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Smyrna
DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277          Telephone: 653-0503                     

CREMATION SERVICE 
OF DELAWARE

519 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809519 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809
(302) 762-0334(302) 762-0334

Simple ~ Economical ~ Dignifi edSimple ~ Economical ~ Dignifi ed

Breakfast
Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm
99 S.Cory Lane

Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

great food value service

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352

martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

MBA

Realtor 

Parishioner

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services

Pre-Arrangements • Cemetery Markers
Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DE3-2900 3-2900 123 W. COMMERC123 W. COMMERC
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

Residential Commerical

Landscaping • Hardscaping
Fertilization Programs

Tree Planting • Landscape Design

Kevin Patterson,Kevin Patterson, ParishionerParishioner
620 W. South St. Smyrna, DE

302-653-6246302-653-6246
www.a1kevinslandscaping.com

Family & Women Owned Since 1979 • Residential & Commercial
Pest Mangement Programs • Rodent & Termite Control

302-734-1983
www.diamondstatepestcontrol.com

Robert M. Timblin                                                                                                            Camaryn A. Timblin

Faries Funeral Home
Eight Generations Since 1831                            Family Owned Crematorium

Pre-Arrangements • State of the Art Facility • New Pet Crematory • On-Site Reception Hall
29 Main St • Smyrna               www.fariesfuneralhome.com                       302-653-8816

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Pest Control • Termites
Real Estate Inspections

Snow Removal • Home Repairs

Mike LettichMike Lettich
302-250-5208302-250-5208

Residential & Commercial

Danny Schanne
LOCAL AGENT

Combine & Save

302-653-9796
123 W Glenwood Ave, Smyrna
www.DannySchanneInsurance.com

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral
Cemetery

2400 Lancaster Ave.
Wilmington, DE

302-656-3323

All Saints
Cemetery

6001 Kirkwood Hwy.
Wilmington, DE

302-737-2524

Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery

32112 Vines Creek Rd. 
Dagsoro, DE

302-732-3690
www.cdow.org/cemeteries

Catholic Cemeteries Diocese of Wilmington
In Sure and Certain Hope

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Catering & Private Parties

(302) 653-6800
53 E Glenwood Ave, 

SMYRNA
Locally & Parishioner Owned

10% OFF
With Ad

Ristorante
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