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Pastoral Council — Kathy Ursitti
Finance Council — Rev. James D. Hreha

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 10:30 am
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am

LIVE STREAM MASS

Saturdays at 4 pm & Sundays at 10:30 am
Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am
www.youtube.com/c/STPolycarpSmyrnaDE

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 2:30 — 3:30 pm or by appointment

PARISH OFFICE:

Monday — Friday, 9 am to 3 pm
302-653-8279

55 Ransom Lane Smyrna, DE 19977
www.saintpolycarp.org

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts
office@saintpolycarp.org

Financial Manager, Frank Coletta
financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org
Facilities Manager, Pete Sanphy
facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org
Communications Director, Judy Lamborn
communications@saintpolycarp.org

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:

302-653-4101

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor

dre@saintpolycarp.org

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn

assistdre@saintpolycarp.org

For those in need - St. Vincent de Paul Society

302-264-6630
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WELCOME

We’re glad you joined us today. If you are new to the
parish, please consider registering. Forms can be
found at the Church doors or online at
www.saintpolycarp.org.

THE SACRAMENTS OF OUR CHURCH

Baptism: Catechesis is provided for parents and
godparents. Contact the Parish Secretary to register.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults): If you or
someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic
or completing the Sacraments of Initiation (Eucharist
and Confirmation), contact Deacon Frank at the Parish
Office or email DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org.
Marriage: Formation is provided for couples.
Arrangements must be made at least one year in
advance. Contact the Parish Office.

Vocations: Rev. John T. Solomon at 302-573—-3113
Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.
Nursing Home Communion Services: DHCI, 3™
Tuesday of the month at 10:30 am. Evergreen, 1%
Wednesday of the month at 1:15 pm.

For Funerals: Contact the Funeral Home of your
choice. They will then coordinate with the Parish
Office.
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Twenty-First Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE - QUESTIONS TO PONDER

~ How has your faith been strengthened by the
successors of St. Peter, past or present?

~ Who do you say Jesus is?

~ How do you give witnhess to who Jesus is in your daily
life?

LET US PRAY

ATTENTION SATURDAY 4 PM MASS ATTENDEES!
Today, Saturday, August 22, following Mass . ..

The Brother Vincent Knights of Columbus and
Columbiettes are having their Officer Installation
Ceremony, Saturday August 22nd, following the
4pm Mass.

Brother Vincent Council, invite our parish family to
attend this wonderful event, as they are Blessed
into their officer positions. Please attend and show
your support to these ministries that give back so
much to our parish family and community. Light
refreshments to follow in the Parish Hall.

HOW DO | USE A QR CODE
When you encounter a QR code, you’'ll have to open your
cell phone or tablet camera to find out more information.
But you don’t — and shouldn’t — take a picture. Please
note - Some devices may require additional steps before
your device can read the QR codes.

1. Point your camera at the code. It doesn’t matter
whether you're holding your phone vertically or
horizontally. Your phone can even read the code upside
down if you see a piece of paper that’s not facing you.

2. When your camera scans the QR code, you'll see an
icon or web address on your screen near the code. Tap it.
3. You'll go to the associated website via your phone’s
web browser, which should launch automatically.

Let’s try it!

Hopefully, you have arrived at the St. Polycarp website!

INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, August 22 The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
4 pm In Celebration and Thanksgiving of the Wedding
Anniversary of Jeff & Marcia Johnson - Jeff & Marcia Johnson

Alice Jane Bryson - Linda Mood
Joseph Bush - Linda Mood
Charles Franklin Leverage - Kathryn Duncan
Deborah Cregg - Sylvia Liddle
Sunday, August 23 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:30 am Delia Cantor - Betty Pingol

Margarita Sevillena
Norman C. Conn - Robert & Christina Conn
Sarah Elizabeth Leager Leverage - Kathryn Duncan
Monday, August 24 No Mass St. Bartholomew
Tuesday, August 25 SS. Louis & Joseph Calasanz
8:30 am Romeo Reyes - Dee Lim
Living Intention for Father Robert Lamirez - Dee Lim
Jeanette A. Frisone - Theresa DiMeo
Wednesday, August 26
8:30 am John Jacobi
Craig Jacobi
Michael Girello, Sr.
Thursday, August 27 No Mass St. Monica
Friday, August 28 No Mass St. Augustine
Saturday, August 29 The Passion of St. John the Baptist
4 pm Agnes Peters - The Peters Family
Jim Wiggins - Mary Grace & George Hutchinson
John S. Rhoades - Carol Grove
Sarah Elizabeth Leverage - Kathryn Duncan
Sunday, August 30 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:30 am Norman C. Conn - Patti Conn
Harriet Chacho - Bob & Kathy Curlett
Eileen Hintelmann - Paul & Michele Bonsignore
Marina Gossart - Mark & Lorna Jones

- Barbara & Steve Lenis
- Barbara & Steve Lenis
- Janice Girello

We Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers:
To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers,
please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the
office. Names will remain on for 8 weeks at which time you
will need to contact us again to have the name listed again.
(* designates final week on list)

John Lightcap, Margie Eckard, Edward Chippie, Jr., Gregory Haven,
*Charlene Anderson, John Loughran, Lesa Boyle, Fr. Paul Mast,
Cicero Family, Riegle Family, Bernardi Family, Dias Family,
DiFrancesco Family, Deold Family, Ragusa Family, Megna Family,
Barbara Dean, Catherine Hunter, Tim Patterson, Steve Henneberry,
Laverne Dykes, *April Doyle, Janet Alexander, George Oehler,
Penny Patchell, Sally Boscher, Monica Haven, William Green,
William Neilson, David Rhoades, Tom Powell, Alison Seewald, and
residents of Evergreen and DHCI

We Pray for Our Deceased
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and all the souls of the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS D=0
Use this QR code or visit NE 3
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading ™
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PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS

Prayer Chain: To request prayers or to be part of our
Prayer Chain, contact Cookie Ruane at
rosie11031949@yahoo.com or call 302-540-6429.
Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in
number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 17473004#.
Eucharistic Adoration: Tuesdays, 11 am - 8 pm in the
Chapel; and at the end of the 4 pm Vigil Mass, before the
2nd Sunday of the month.

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm (Chapel)
Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm in the Chapel

AUGUST 2026 - LITURGY COMMITTEE NEWS

Here are several items discussed at our August meeting:
- Formation continued with Episode 9 - Active
Participation (See article below - FORMED.

- Priesthood Sunday is September 27th,

- Blessings:

Sunday, August 30t - Blessing & Installation of
Professional Staff

Saturday, September 19t - Blessing & Installation of
Pastoral & Finance Councils

Sunday, September 20t - Blessing of Catechists

- A plan is needed for the set-up of the outdoor Nativity
Set

- Jim Griffiths talked about the Delaware State Police
Seminar on the Annual House of Worship

- There is a need for more Purificators and new Chalices

FORMED
Take advantage of your free subscription to FORMED!
Enjoy thousands of hours of quality Catholic content!
New to FORMED?
Visit https://formed.org/signup. Type in our
Parish zip code (19977) and follow the
steps to sign up or use this QR code..

NEW EPISODE - EPISODE 9

We encourage you to watch

Active Participation from the FORMED
series Elements of the Catholic Mass.
Use this link
https://app.formed.org/app/videos/5734312cid=1155
929

or scan this QR code to view this short
and informative episode.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

MOVIE NIGHT! DON'T MISS OUT.

Saturday, August 22
There will be a variety of
treats, as well as popcorn
and candy that moviegoers
always look forward to. The
next Movie Night will be in
the Library on Saturday,
August 22, right after the 4 pm Mass. Treat yourself to a
short movie, great snacks, and fun conversations with
fellow parishioners. Come to the office door under the
portico. See what the growing interest is all about!

“Let the Children Come to Me”
& Matthew 19:13-18

ST POLYCARP
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR)
Religious Education Classes
for Grades PK -9
TResgister Now!

For information and/or to print the registration form, visit

https://saintpolycarp.org/religious-education/
or you can use this QR code.

First Grade Children - In order to be
eligible for 2" Grade First Reconciliation
and First Eucharist, your child must
complete ¥ Grade PSR (or in another parish religious
education program or Catholic School). Register your
first grader now!

Tth and 8th Grade Children - In order to be eligible for
Confirmation in Grade 9, your child must complete 7*
and 8" Grade PSR (or in another parish religious
education program or Catholic School). If you have a
7" grader, now is the time to register!

Do you have an older child who missed receiving the
sacraments? It's never too late!

For more information,

Contact Mrs. Erica Taylor,

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) at
302 - 653 - 4101 or dre@saintpolycarp.org
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CATHOLIC ADULTS
LIFE AND LEARNING

CALLing Catholics with Questions!
Catholic Adults Life and Learning

The Topic for our next C.A.L.L. meeting is “The Mass
Part 2.

Come join the discussion on August 27th, at 6:30 pm in
classroom # 7.

Please enter through the PSR entrance. We meet on
the second and fourth Thursdays of each month.

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE ‘

D Annual =
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SAVE THE DATE

for this fun event—our upcoming annual
St. Polycarp Quarter Auction on
Sunday, November 15, 2026.
Doors will open at 3 pm, auction starts at 4 pm.

We are accepting donations for auction items.
Please contact Deanna Lail dlaill4@comcast.net or

Gaint Polycarp Church
October 3, 2026
(Rain Date Qctober 10)
9am - 2pm

Come out to browse the many vendors
% and stop by our Veterans booth where you
can support our Veteran men and women
by bringing new items (socks, underwear, >
toiletries, etc.) to drop into supplied boxes.

@@= PLEASE HELP A VET!!

~ , * Kk %
# Your generosity makes

a difference!

. This wonderful event is sponsored by
Brother Vincent Council KOC
and Columbiettes

302-535-2957 More details coming soon!

Saint Polycarp Church
Saturday, October 3, 2026
9am-2pm

calling all
Vendors

Vendor setup 7am -9 am

(No vehicles in vendor area after 9 am)

Contact Mike Cunningham at 302-379-8952 or

mikec923@yahoo.com for event application.
Rain Date: October 10, 2026
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SOCIAL CONCERNS ‘

SMYRNA/CLAYTON MINISTERIUM
FOOD PANTRY

There are bins for your food
donations under the coat rack
in the hallway outside of the
Mother Drexel Hall. We collect
food items year-round for the
food pantry.

Please — no expired food.

Our local Food Pantry is housed in the basement of St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church, 22 N. Union St., Smyrna. It
is open Monday through Friday from 9:30 to 10:30 am
except on holidays.

Request from the Smyrna/Clayton Ministerium Food
Pantry:

Our main items needed that we just can't keep on the
shelves are: powdered or carton milk, hamburger
helper, Vienna sausages, cereal, spaghetti and
spaghetti sauce, breakfast bars, canned chili and beef
stew, baked beans, kidney beans, and juice or water.

Thank you for all donations.

We are also looking for one or two people to help us
serve our guests one or two mornings a week from
9:30 am to 10:30 am. Please visit our Pantry to sign

up.

PRAYERS FOR A NEW SCHOOL YEAR
Join us in prayer at Smyrna Elementary
School next Sunday, August 30 after Mass!

Please join members from our Parish and one of
our fellow Smyrna/Clayton Ministerium partners,
Wesleyan Pastor Dave Souder with his church
members, to pray for a safe and blessed new
school year for students, families, teachers, and
staff. We will meet outside of the Smyrna
Elementary School right after Mass on Sunday,
August 30. Smyrna Elementary School is on
South Street, right across from St Polycarp!

This short prayer gathering is part of a Smyrna-
Clayton Ministerium annual project inviting clergy
and church members in the community to go to
the school closest to where they worship and pray
for all who will be starting a new school year.

PASTORAL COUNCIL

PASTORAL COUNCIL
NEWS FROM THE AUGUST MEETING

+* Picnic time is coming! Save the date -
September 20" — come join the fun after
our 10:30 am Mass with an afternoon of
food, music and fellowship. Please bring a
side-dish to share with your fellow
Parishioners and a chair to relaxin!

S =,

¢ Parishioners start saving those quarters!

Our annual Quarter Auction will be taking
place on November 15%. Further
information for VIP reservations & All-In-
Paddles will be provided by Parish and
Family Life. Keep an eye out for more
information in future bulletins!

e

%

The Pastoral Council kindly asks all
parishioners to remember the Poor Boxes.
These Poor Boxes are maintained by St.
Vincent de Paul Society and are crucial to
supporting this ministry in their ability to
provide aid within our community. Every
contribution to the Poor Boxes - whether
small or large - helps make a meaningful
difference.




AROUND THE DIOCESE ‘

-IEATHOLIC MEN or DELMARVA

ATTENTION: MEN FROM
THE DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON
YOU ARE INVITED TO THE CATHOLIC MEN OF

DELMARVA'S INAUGURAL CONFERENCE,

Saturday, October 3, 2026, 8AM-5PM

Saint Mark’s High School, Wilmington, Delaware.
Conference Theme: Authentic Masculinity.

Day includes music ministry; confessions; vendors;
refreshments, lunch, and fellowship with men from
throughout the Diocese. Inspirational speakers
include Father Larry Swink , Matthew Leonard,

Gary Zimak, Father James Gebhart, Father John Solomon,
and Deacon Philip Belt. Day closes with 4 p.m. Mass
with Bishop William Koenig

More information & registration E R E
DelmarvaCatholic.org E‘-:-
or scan the ]

QR code at right E

Cost: $45.00 for adults.
$25.00 for students.
(Students need be of high school age to attend.)

ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF NURSING ALUMNI
CALLING ALL GRADS!

\\'// .
)
)

All St. Francis graduates are invited to join their
classmates in commemorating the Centennial
Anniversary of the first class of the School of Nursing,
who were preparing to become nurses from 1924 to
1927. This class was the beginning of the education of
over 840 nurses until the final Class of 1976 who will
also be recognized as they celebrate their 50th
anniversary of their graduation. A celebratory reunion
luncheon is scheduled for Sunday, October 18th, 2026,
at 1 pm (gathering at noon) at the Ed Oliver Gold Club,
800 N. Wilmington Rd, Wilmington, DE. Information
about the permanent St. Francis Hospital display to
honor the School of Nursing legacy will be

available. Items donated by graduates or their relatives
for this display will be gladly accepted. Relatives of the
FIRST class (1924 - 1927) members are also invited
and should contact the person below.

For further information and to register to attend, please
contact: Mrs. Gerri Irish, Class of 1969

RETROUVAILLE
REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their
marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy). If
you know anyone who could benefit from this program,
please pass this on. Couples learn to build
communication skills and to increase intimacy. It
provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or
crises. The next program will be held the weekend of
October 2 - 4, 2026 at the Family Life Center in Malvern,
PA. For more information, or to register, call 215-766-
3944 or visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org. All inquiries
are strictly confidential.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

Call or text: 302-379-5847, Email: girish9@verizon.net

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

| N

MANY HANDS. ONE MISSION.

Thanks to your generosity our goal of $61,500 has not
only been reached but surpassed! As of August 17,
$70,662.32 has been pledged. Thank you for your
generosity in supporting this year’'s appeal. Your
generosity makes a difference!

It is important that everyone follows through with
payments on pledges.

Goal: $61,500
Pledged: $70,662.32
Collected to date: $57,095.59

Amount needed to reach the pledged amount of
$70,662.32is $13,566.73

For those who have not yet participated, we invite you to
prayerfully consider supporting the ministries .,
throughout our Diocese. 100% of your
donations remain in the Diocese. To donate
online visit www.cdow.org or use this QR code
to participate.
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COLLECTIONS - STEWARDSHIP ‘

Our parish operating expenses average
$11,120 per week.

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH
For the most up-to-date information

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/

Saturday, August 22

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Confession

4 pm MASS- Catholic Men of Delmarva to speak at Mass
4:45 K of C Officer Installation (Church)

Following Mass - Movie Night (Library)

5:30 pm K of C Officer Installation Reception
(Hall/Kitchen)

Sunday, August 23
10:30 am MASS - Catholic Men of Delmarva to speak at
Mass

AUGUST 15/16
Offertory Children’s Total Poor Box
Offertory Offertory
$4,750.26 $5.00 $4,755.26 $141.32
Second Collection  August 15/16
Cathedral of St. Peter $355.00
Parish Maintenance $100.00
Assumption $5,329.00
September Second Collections
~ September 5/6 Parish Utilities @

~ September 19/20 Parish School of Religion
(PSR)
~ September 26/27 Share in the Spirit

Monday, August 24
6:30 pm OCIA Session (Library)

Please consider signing up for eGiving through
Parishsoft. Recurring, catch up and one-time
gifts can be made. Text “Give” to

(302) 202-2251, use this link
https://bit.ly/ParishSoftAccess or

you can use this QR code for easy giving.

Thank you for your generosity!

ARE YOU A REDNERS SHOPPER?

REDNER’S MARKETS 1% SAVE-A-TAPE FUNDRAISER
Turn your food shopping into cash for our parish.
Simply be sure to obtain and scan your Redner’s
Rewards Card each time you shop. Save your whole
receipt. Bring your receipts to the Parish Office or
put them into the collection basket. There is no
expiration date - you can turn in receipts months
old!

Tuesday, August 25

8:30 am MASS

9 am Adult Faith Formation - Connected in Christ (Library)
11 am - 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel)

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone)

1 pm Respect for Life (Library)

6 pm Social Concerns (Library)

Wednesday, August 26
8:30 am MASS
6:30 pm Parish & Family Life (Library)

Thursday, August 27

10 am Pathway to Peace - Library

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall)

6:30 pm C.A.L.L. (Roon 7)

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel)

Friday, August 28
3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel)
5:30 pm Grief Support Group (Room 8)

Saturday, August 29
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Confession
4 pm MASS - CRE speaks at Mass

Sunday, August 30

10:30 am MASS - Blessing and Installation of
Professional Staff, CRE speaks at Mass

12 pm Video Editorial Committee (Library)

Itis PICNIC TIME at St. Polycarp!
Save the date to join your fellow
parishioners for our Annual Parish Picnic on
Sunday, September 20, after Mass.



https://bit.ly/ParishSoftAccess
https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/

Robert M. Timblin Camaryn A. Timblin

Faries Funeral Home

Eight Generations Since 1831 Family Owned Crematorium
Pre-Arrangements * State of the Art Facility * New Pet Crematory * On-Site Reception Hall

29 Main St « Smyrna 302-653-8816

www.fariesfuneralhome.com

JIAMOND STATE
PEST CONTROL

Family & Women Owned Since 1979 - Residential & Commercial
Pest Mangement Programs - Rodent & Termite Control

302-734-1983
www.diamondstatepestcontrol.com

great food value service

Breakfast

Buffet

s e 7am-12noon
LI |SMYRN A Sun 7am-1pm
faod J 99 S.Cory Lane
Crabs, Clams, Shrimp & Oysters c DM PUT ER' Smyrna
WE'VE GOT IT ALL HERE! Computer Repair
302) 653-5294 302-653-9980
2626 S( Dup)ont Blvd., Smyrna 3 0 2. 6 5 9-2727

Paristioner

www.delawarebaycrabs.com

CREMATION SERVICE oy “
OF DELAWARE |
519 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809
(302) 762-0334
Simple ~ Economical ~ Dignified

= 1°"State Pest
ElHomelsenvicesaIIc

y

GROUP

Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
Pest Control * Termites
Real Estate Inspections

Snow Removal « Home Repairs

Mikejlfettich
J02-250-5208

Danny Schanne
LOCAL AGENT _f

Combine & Save

0:302-734-4414 MG &I
C:302-222-6352 302-653-9796

martinorlando@comcast.net EEPLETTNCIISNLL P AT Smyrna
Offices in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE WS ELTIET BTN T E T EN S

7ﬂ{//_}

Ristorante

MBA

Realtor

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Catering & Private Parties

(302) 653-6800

53 E Glenwood Ave,
SMYRNA

Locally & Parishioner Owned

10% OFF

With Ad

Parishioner
Rare

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral All Saints Gate of Heaven
Cemetery Cemetery Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Ave. 6001 Kirkwood Hwy. 32112 Vines Creek Rd.

Wilmington, DE Wilmington, DE Dagsoro, DE

302-656-3323 302-737-2524 302-732-3690
www.cdow.org/cemeteries
Catholic Cemeteries Diocese of Wilmington
In Sure and Certain Hope

Smyrna
DE 19977

42 Plumbing
< Heating
“#% Air Conditioning

Telephone: 653-6277 Telephone: 653-0503

M

Burial & Cremation Services
Pre-Arrangements ¢ Cemetery Markers
Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900

123 W. COMMERCE ST.

i\ SMYRNA, DE

MATTHEWS-BRYSON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES
www.matthewsbryson.com

9

Residential Commerical

A-1Kevin's | Landscaping

Lahdscaping * Hardscaping
Fertilization Programs
Tree Planting * Landscape Design

Kevin Patterson, Parishioner
620 W. South St. Smyrna, DEn

302-653-6246

www.a1kevinslandscaping.com

301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net



