T, MOLYCARP CHURCH

A Roman Catholic Church
In
The Iron Hill Deanery
of
The Diocese of Wilmington

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor
Deacon Frank Weber
Deacon Candidate Intern -

Smyrua Lee Olmstead

Pastoral Council — Kathy Ursitti
Finance Council — Rev. James D. Hreha

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 10:30 am
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4 pm
Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am
www.youtube.com/c/STPolycarpSmyrnaDE

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 2:30 — 3:30 pm or by appointment

PARISH OFFICE:

Monday — Friday, 9 am to 3 pm
302-653-8279

55 Ransom Lane  Smyrna, DE 19977
www.saintpolycarp.org

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts
office@saintpolycarp.org

Financial Manager, Frank Coletta
financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org
Facilities Manager, Pete Sanphy
facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org
Communications Director, Judy Lamborn
communications@saintpolycarp.org

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:

302-653-4101

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor
dre@saintpolycarp.org

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn
assistdre@saintpolycarp.org

For those in need - St. Vincent de Paul Society
302-264-6630

WELCOME

We're glad you joined us today. If you are new to the
parish, please consider registering. Forms can be
found at the Church doors or online at
www.saintpolycarp.org.

THE SACRAMENTS OF OUR CHURCH

Baptism: Catechesis is provided for parents and
godparents. Contact the Parish Secretary to register.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults): If you or
someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic,
or completing the Sacraments of Initiation (Eucharist
and Confirmation), contact Deacon Frank at the Parish
Office or email DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org.
Marriage: Formation is provided for couples.
Arrangements must be made at least one year in
advance. Contact the Parish Office.

Vocations: Rev. John T. Solomon at 302-573-3113
Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.
Nursing Home Communion Services: DHCI, 3™
Tuesday of the month at 10:30 am. Evergreen, 1%
Wednesday of the month at 1:15 pm.

For Funerals: Contact the Funeral Home of your
choice. They will then coordinate with the Parish
Office.


http://www.youtube.com/c/STPolycarpSmyrnaDE
http://www.saintpolycarp.org/
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org

Sixteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
July 19, 2026

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE - QUESTIONS TO PONDER

~ How have you experienced God’s mercy in your life?

~ Have you ever felt like you didn’t have the words to
pray? How can the Holy Spirit come to your aid at those
times?

~ How can you imitate God’s patience this week?

+OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

We are disciples of Christ through our baptism,
and we are encouraged to lead others to a
more meaningful relationship with God.

Is there someone you know who would like to
explore the Catholic faith - someone
unbaptized, or baptized in the Catholic or
another Christian tradition?

Do you or someone you know need First
Eucharist and/or Confirmation? The Catholic
faith can fulfill their desire for a closer
relationship with Our Lord by participating in
the OCIA process.

If interested, the parish will hold Inquiry
Sessions in the parish library:
July 22 at 1pm
July 27 at 6:30 pm
July 29 at 1 pm.

Please contact Deacon Frank Weber for more
information: DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org or
leave a message with the Parish office at (302)
653 - 8279.

ATTENTION MINISTRY LEADERS!
SAVE THE DATE!

Mark your calendar now for our Annual Leadership
Organizational Meeting on Wednesday, July 29th, at 7 pm
in Mother Drexel Hall. If you are a Chairperson/Leader of
one of our ministries, groups, or committees - this
meeting is for you!

RSVP to Judy at communications@saintpolycarp.org by
July 23!

LET US PRAY

INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, July 18  St. Camillus de Lellis, Blessed Virgin Mary

4 pm Catherine Corso - Janet Anderson
Sue Orlando - Roy & Janice Arrighi
Alice Jane Bryson - Dieter & Joyce Raczkowski
Bob Welsh - Roseann Maguire

Sunday, July 19 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:30 am Michael John Maxwell - Taylor Family
Margarita Sevillena
Thomas V. Colace, Sr.
Harriet Chacho
Monday, July 20 No Mass
Tuesday, July 21
8:30 am Dr. George Aristotle Michas
Father Tom Flowers
Eileen Burns
Wednesday, July 22
8:30 am Parishioners

— Lori & Mike Sanders
- Deacon Frank & Debbie Weber
St. Apollinaris

St. Lawrence of Brindsi
- Robert & Kathy Curlett
- Epi & Marie Aboyme

- Pat Bromm

St. Mary Magdalene

Thursday, July 23  No Mass St. Bridget
Friday, July 24 No Mass St. Sharbel Makhluf
Saturday, July 25 St. James

4 pm Kathleen Gallihar
Muller & Mone Families
Joseph Bush

- Kathy & George Muller
- Kathy & George Muller
- Dieter & Joyce Raczkowski

Dorothy Jean Healy - Eileen Price
Sunday, July 26 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:30 am Sister Maria Benedetta, SSJ - Watts Family

John S. Rhoades - Deacon Frank & Debbie Weber
Virginia Ann Hill - Watts Familly
Bob Welsh - Maguire & Nalda Families

We Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers:
To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers,
please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the
office. Names will remain on for 8 weeks at which time you
will need to contact us again to have the name listed again.
(* designates final week on list)

Charlene Anderson, John Loughran, Lesa Boyle, Joyce Raczkowski,
Fr. Paul Mast, John Robinson, Jr., Cicero Family, Riegle Family,
Bernardi Family, Dias Family, DiFrancesco Family, Deold Family,
Ragusa Family, Megna Family, Kathryn Duncan, Barbara Dean,
Catherine Hunter, Tim Patterson, Steve Henneberry, Laverne Dykes,
April Doyle, Janet Alexander, George Oehler, Rick & Penny Patchell,
Sally Boscher, Monica Haven, William Green, William Neilson, David
Rhoades, Tom Powell, Alison Seewald, Lorraine Marshalewski and
residents of Evergreen and DHCI

We Pray for our Deceased

May the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS
Use this QR code or visit

Lhie0
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https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading



mailto:DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading

PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS

Prayer Chain: To request prayers or to be part of our
Prayer Chain, contact Cookie Ruane at
rosie11031949@yahoo.com or call 302-540-6429.
Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in
number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 17473004#.
Eucharistic Adoration: Tuesdays, 11 am - 8 pm in the
Chapel; and at the end of the 4 pm Vigil Mass, before the
2nd Sunday of the month.

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm (Chapel)
Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm in the Chapel

Weekly 3
Intentions. §

2027 MASS INTENTION BOOK
NOW OPEN FOR YOUR INTENTIONS

The New 2027 Mass Intention Book is now open. If you
would like to have a Mass said, candle lit or bread and
wine offered for someone, you can stop by the parish
office or call Kathy, our Parish Secretary, Monday -
Friday from 9 am to 3 pm or email Kathy at
office@saintpolycarp.org.

The maximum number of Masses/intentions you can
request at this time is six per person since the
availability of Mass intentions and offerings is limited.

Mass Intention ($10.00)

The Sanctuary Lamp may be lit for a week - Sunday
through Saturday ($10.00)

Bread and Wine Offering for daily Mass ($10.00)

Purgatorial Society Enroliment for Mass intentions
every 1st Wednesday for one year ($25.00)

VOCATION CHALICE
PRAY FOR VOCATIONS

The Vocation Chalice encourages individuals
and/or families to pray regularly for vocations
to priesthood and consecrated life. At the end
of Mass, the chalice is taken home with a
promise to pray for vocations during that week.
At the end of the week, the family returns the chalice to
church so the next family can take it home. The hope is
that through prayer, our parish may become a source of
vocations to serve the diocese and the Church. Call or
text Alice Gaston if you can take home the vocation

chalice for a week of prayer, 302-670-7924.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
WISH LIST

The 39” outside nativity set is made by
the St. Joseph’s Studio. The set is made
of a stone/resin blend, heavy enough to
not blow over, but light enough to move.

Our parish would appreciate donations
toward the purchase of the Nativity set.

If you have beautiful
summer flowers in your
yard, please consider
donating some fresh
flowers for use on
our altar.

If you would like to contribute flowers,
please contact Delia Lim at 973-865-4203 or
see her after Sunday or weekday Masses.
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

CATHOLIC ADULTS
LIFE AND LEARNING

CALLing Catholics with Questions!
Catholic Adults Life and Learning

We have started a new adult group at St. Polycarp
answering questions of why Catholics do this. Our
topic this month will be "Adoration. Why and

How? ". Come join the discussion on July 23, at
6:30 pm in classroom #4. We will be meeting on the
second and fourth Thursdays of each month.

MOVIE NIGHT

JULY 25 IN THE LIBRARY
FOLLOWING THE 4 PM MASS

bt 2

s

Movie Night attendance is growing! Come see
what the excitement is about! Enjoy popcorn and
candy as well as lots of delicious goodies. On
Saturday, July 25 after the 4 pm Mass in the
library (come to the office door after Mass) and
you will be treated to a fun event. Enjoy a short
video and a great discussion with other
parishioners.

God‘s Wor‘c o~ Our Hancls

Are you looking for a welcoming, rewarding
ministry where you Cah offer your time ¢ God-
given talents so that the Children of our parish
Canh flourish in faith?

If the answer is Yes, PSR is where you heed to be.
Come serve with us and become the hewest
member of our PSR family!

We need a catechist for PreK-Kindergarten and
assistants for PreK-Kindergarten and 1°¢ Grade.

Children are registered for both Classes, SO it is
very important to fill these positions soon. If you
don’t think you are qualified, you’d be wrong! If
you |ove God and your faith, you are qualified!
The rest is easy! The CRE and the entire PSR
Team will assist you every step of the way! We are
more than just volunteers—we're a family,
supporting ohe anhother as we help our children
grow in faith!

If you're interested or would like to |earh more,
please contaCt EriCa TaYlor at
dre@saintpolyCarp.org or 302-653-4101.

ST POLYCARP PARISH
Uy SCHOOL OF RELIGION

7@= (PSR)
Y43 Religious Education Classes
5 "Q‘;"‘ Grades PK -9

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/religious-education/ for
information and/or to print the registration
form or you can use this QR code.

For more information,

contact Mrs. Erica Taylor, Coordinator of
Religious Education (CRE) at

302 -653 - 4101 or dre@saintpolycarp.org
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CONNECTED IN CHRIST COFFEE TIME

gmmwwtedl‘&a/ @
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in the lerary
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on Tuesday, August 4
after the 8:30 am Mass.

Al are welcome.
e,
In fact, A‘lmg/ w friend.
. 4
There are always
great sweet treats,

discussion, very short video §
and of course, coffee.

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting
the Sacred Heart of Jesus icon depicting
its flaming heart pouring out His love for
us. Visit with the icon and show your
devotion and pray for God’s love and
grace. The Icon will be in the Church

! from July 21 through August 7, at which
time the icon will travel to its next destination. Visit with
the icon in Church before or after Masses or on Tuesdays
in the Chapel during Eucharistic Adoration.

PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY

The Prayer Chain Ministry
of St. Polycarp Parish has \

a long history, but its

mission has always been to

efficiently communicate

requests for prayers to a faithful
network of parishioners who will pray
for your requests.

This ministry needs YOU:

1) to become one of the ‘prayers’ and/or
2) to take over maintaining and
sending out requests to those
participating in the prayers.

The Prayer Chain Ministry is separate
from the prayer requests which are
listed in the weekly bulletin.

For more information, please contact
Cookie Ruane 302-540-6429.

Go%d
&

Come join Parish & Family Life on Sunday August 2,
following the 10:30 am Mass. Enjoy some food and
fellowship as we gather to welcome Lee Olmstead the
candidate for deaconate and his wife, Lisa, to celebrate
God's Love for us here at St. Polycarp Church.

S\BN

R HELP

e

/ WE NEED YOUR

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,

BROTHER VINCENT COUNCIL,
ARE TRYING TO

LOCATE

ANYONE WHO WAS A
PRIOR SQUIRE OR
WORKED WITH THE
SQUIRE CIRCLE.

Called to Virtue. :

Committed to Christ.

The Knights of Columbus, Brother Vincent
Council, are trying to locate anyone who was
a prior Squire or worked with the Squire
Circle here at Saint Polycarp Church. Please
contact the Grand Knight Mike Cunningham,

(302) 379-8952 or mikec923@yahoo.com
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SOCIAL CONCERNS ‘

AROUND OUR DEANERY - IRON HILL DEANERY

NOTES FROM SOCIAL CONCERNS
JUNE MEETING

» St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta is the new Patron Saint for
Social Concerns; St. Mother Teresa, pray for our ministries!
¢ The Respect for Life Subcommittee meets every fourth
Tuesday at 1 pm in the Parish Library.

e Multi-Cultural Friends (MCF), a St. Polycarp
Subcommittee under the Social Concerns Committee,
continues to pray for, learn about, and reach out to the
Hispanic community of St. Dennis.

DIGITAL MINISTRY ‘

DIGITAL MINISTRY UPDATE

" VN . N
P - Oy
o< 1 e

The Digital Ministry meets on a monthly basis. These are
some items we are working on:

- The office file server has been updated. We installed the
new server along with setting up online backups.

- The St. Polycarp website is currently being redesigned.

- We discussed the ParishSoft online platform. If you are
involved in a ministry that used Faith Direct previously for
any event or fundraiser, please check your QR

code. Reach out to us if the QR code is no longer working
or if you have any questions about utilizing the online
platform.

Interested in the Digital Ministry? Scan the QR code below
to discover more about this innovative ministry!

YOUTH GROUP CANOE TRIP

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to go canoeing with
the St. Dennis Youth Group! Come enjoy God’s
beautiful creation on Sunday, August 9t from 2-4:30
pm. Meet at Turner’s Creek landing in Kennedyville,
MD. Registration is required and there is a $20 fee.
Call or email Mrs. Hinton at stdennisreled@gmail.com
or 410-648-5145 to register. A parent of each student
must attend a mandatory parent meeting on Sunday,
August 2 at 12:15 pm in the St. Dennis parish hall.
Only students that have pre-registered will be able to
attend. Space is limited, so register soon!

HAPPENING AROUND THE DIOCESE & ELSEWHERE

JOIN A GROWING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
AT
HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL

Holy Cross High School warmly invites families to
become part of our growing, faith-centered community.
We are currently accepting applications for the 2026 -
2027 school year for students entering grades 9-11.
Located in Dover, DE we offer a Classical Catholic
education focused on faith, virtue, and academic
excellence. Families are encouraged to visit us this
summer. Tours are available to experience our mission
and community firsthand.

To learn more or schedule a visit, please
contact Christina Klaus, Director of Admissions,
at cmklaus@hchs.org or 302.213.1720.



mailto:stdennisreled@gmail.com
mailto:cmklaus@hchs.org

2026 FAITH AND CHARITY CATHOLIC APPEAL ‘

The Annual Faith and Charity Appeal

Employer Match
Using an employer donation match program is a good
way to multiply your donation to the church. Please
check with your employer's Human Resources
department to determine if they have a charitable
matching program.

All Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal participants who
pledged to the campaignh receive a monthly payment
reminder mailed directly from the Diocesan
Development Office. Please mail all payments in the self-
addressed, return envelope provided with your pledge
reminder. Do not make payments to the parish office or
through the Offertory collection.

Thanks to your generosity, our goal of $61,500 in
pledges has not only been reached but surpassed!
$69,261.32 has been pledged surpassing our goal in
pledges by $7,761.32! Thank you for your support of this
year’s appeal.

Our Parish has collected 71.9% of the pledged amount. It
is important that everyone follows through with
payments on pledges.

For those who have not yet participated, we invite you to
support the ministries throughout our R
Diocese. 100% of your donations stay in Sy G
the Diocese. To donate to this year’s

Appeal online, visit www.cdow.org, click
Donate — Faith and Charity Catholic

Appeal, or scan this QR code to participate.

COLLECTIONS - STEWARDSHIP ‘

Our parish operating expenses average $11,120 per week.

JULY 11/12
Offertory Children’s Total Poor Box
Offertory Offertory
$8,350.81 $14.00 $8,364.81 | $447.90
Second Collections  July 11/12

Church in Africa, Central/ Eastern Europe $155.00
Parish Maintenance $212.00
Parish Utilities $840.00

ATTENTION ENVELOPE USERS
Unfortunately there is a delay again in the mailing of the
July envelopes. If you could please put your offering in
an envelope with your name and address along with your
ID # (if you know it), so that we can make sure it is
properly accounted for. Thank you so much for your time
and understanding in this matter. We sincerely apologize
for the inconvenience this has caused. We are
anticipating that August Envelopes will arrive on time.

Second Collection:

2l

~ THIS Weekend, July 18/19 Catholic University

Please consider signing up for

eGiving through Parishsoft.

Recurring, catch up and one-time gifts
can be made. Text “Give” to

(302) 202-2251, use this link
https://bit.ly/ParishSoftAccess or you can use this QR
code for easy giving. Thank you for your generosity!

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARSH

For the most up-to-date information
Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/

Saturday, July 18

8 am K of C Quarterly Information Meeting (Hall/Kitchen)
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Confession

4 pm MASS

Sunday, July 19
10:30 am MASS
10:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Monday, July 20
5 pm Brother Vincent Columbiettes - Rosary (Hall)
5:30 pm Brother Vincent Columbiettes - Initiation (Hall)

Tuesday, July 21

8:30 am MASS

9 am Adult Faith Formation - Connected in Christ (Library)

11 am - 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel)

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone)

1:30 pm CFC General Meeting & Executive Committee
(Room 4)

6:30 pm Confirmation Parent & Student Meeting - Zoom

Wednesday, July 22
8:30 am MASS
1 pm OCIA Inquiry Session (Library)

Thursday, July 23

10 am Pathway to Peace (Library)

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall)

6:30 pm C.A.L.L. (Room 4)

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel)

Friday, July 24
3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel)
5:30 pm Grief Support Group (Room 8)

Saturday, July 25

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Confession

4 pm MASS

Following Mass - Movie Night (Library)

Sunday, July 16

10:30 am MASS

11 am Church Video Editorial Committee (Library)
Noon - Hall Reserved
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Robert M. Timblin Camaryn A. Timblin

Faries Funeral Home

Eight Generations Since 1831 Family Owned Crematorium
Pre-Arrangements * State of the Art Facility * New Pet Crematory * On-Site Reception Hall

29 Main St * Smyrna

JiAMOND STATE
PEST CONTROL

Family & Women Owned Since 1979 - Residential & Commercial
Pest Mangement Programs - Rodent & Termite Control

302-734-1983
www.diamondstatepestcontrol.com

'SMYRNA
COMPUTER |
Computer Repair

302-659-2727

Crabs, Clams, Shrimp & Oysters
WE'VE GOT IT ALL HERE!
(302) 653-5294

2626 S. Dupont Blvd., Smyrna
www.delawarebaycrabs.com

OF DELAWARE

(302) 762-0334
Simple ~ Economical ~ Dignified

www.fariesfuneralhome.com

CREMATION SERVICE

519 Philadelphia Pike, Wilmington, DE 19809 |

302-653-8816

, Smyrna
P2 B 7 M DE 19977
CLLIIC
: 42 Plumbing
great food value service 2 Heating
Breakfast |* #% RAir Conditioning
Buffet Telephone: 653-6277 Telephone: 653-0503

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane
Smyrna

302-653-9980
Paristioner

.
R

Burial & Cremation Services
Pre-Arrangements ¢ Cemetery Markers
Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

=415 State Pest
; & Home Serviss, 16,

Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
Pest Control * Termites
Real Estate Inspections

Snow Removal « Home Repairs

Mikejlfettich
3022505208

Danny Schanne
LOCALAGENT | f

Combine & Save

0:302-734-4414 o StateFarm
€:302-222-6352 RN\ pM L KM YL ]

martinorlando@comcast.net JEPLETTNCIISSLLPATS Smyrna
Offices in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE WS ETTIET BTN T E T NS

Realtor

Parishioner
Ba®

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

Cathedral

Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Ave.
Wilmington, DE

302-656-3323

All Saints

Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Hwy.
Wilmington, DE

302-737-2524

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

www.cdow.org/cemeteries
Catholic Cemeteries Diocese of Wilmington

123 W. COMMERCE ST.
SMYRNA, DE

653-2900

MATTHEWS-BRYSON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES
www.matthewsbryson.com

90011

Ristorante

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Catering & Private Parties

(302) 653-6800

53 E Glenwood Ave,
SMYRNA

Locally & Parishioner Owned

10% OFF

With Ad

Residential Commerical

A-1Kevin's l.andscaping

Landscaping ¢ Hardscaping
Fertilization Programs
Tree Planting * Landscape Design

Kevin Patterson, Parishioner
620 W. South St. Smyrna, DE'i

302-653-6246

Gate of Heaven

Cemetery
32112 Vines Creek Rd.
Dagsoro, DE

302-732-3690

In Sure and Certain Hope

www.a1kevinslandscaping.com

301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net
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