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“Truly, you are the Son of God.” 
August 9th, 2026 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

“The love of God makes us do great things” 

  Rev. George J. Szparagowski, 
Pastor 

Rev. Christopher Redcay, 
 Sunday Assistant 

Rev. Msgr. Charles P. Vance,  
Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. William B. Dooner, 
 In Residence, Retired 

 Deacon Robert G. Flynn  
 Deacon Michael J. Cipressi 

www.saintphilipnerichurch.com 
Church Office  610-834-1975 

Rectory  610-828-5717 
School  610-828-3082 

Convent  610-828-2866 
PREP Program  484-804-1875 



Are you a Parent who has Lost a Child?
An informal group of moms & dads get together to 
talk or just listen. Contact Jeanne Keough at 215-

200-6070 or Karen Montgomery at 215-920-5269.
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If you are having your first child baptized, the 

archdiocese requires the parents to attend a Pre-
Jordan Class. Deacon Mike Cipressi hosts these 

virtual classes on a monthly basis. 
Call the Church Office at 610-834-1975.

Project H.O.P.E.
A group of concerned parishioners who are willing 

to assist others in need of rides to doctor’s 
appointments or to Church, 

Call Brigid Isackman at 267-879-6534.

Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil Mass

5PM
Sunday Morning

7:30AM - No Music
9:30AM & 11:00AM

Daily Mass Schedule
Monday through Saturday 8:30AM

Holy Day Mass Schedule
6:30AM, 8:30AM, & 7PM

Parish Staff
Michael Pastorius, Business Manager
Dr. Mark DeMareo, School Principal

Mrs. Sharon Otto, Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Shin, Director of Music Ministry

Barney McGee, Parish Accountant
Parish Office is open Monday to Friday 

from 7:30AM to 5PM.

Confessions are heard every Saturday from 
3:45PM to 4:45PM or by appointment, 

call 610-834-1975 to schedule.

Wee Prayy forr ourr Belovedd Deceasedd Forr alll thosee soulss whoo havee gonee onn beforee uss mmarkedd withh thee signn off faith,, especially  Ruthh Lynchh andd tthee soulss inn purgatory..  Mayy GGod,, inn Hiss mercy, grantt themm eternall restt aandd givee peacee too thosee whoo mourn..    

Our parish community extends a welcome to 
our guests and visitors. We welcome you to 
our Church to share our faith and celebrate 

the Eucharist. Please go to our 
website:www.saintphilipnerichurch.com for 

more information or if you have any 
questions or want to register call the Church 
Office at 610-834-1975. In order to receive 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
Holy Eucharist or Matrimony or to have 

access to Letters of Eligibility to stand as a 
godparent at Baptism or sponsor at 

Confirmation you need to be registered and 
active with a parish. Young adults who turn 

26 or complete higher education and 
continue to reside within our area should 

register individually. 



 
19th Week in Ordinary Time 

5PM Vigil   
Marie & Paul Minoia 
Sunday, August 9th 

 7:30AM – Charles & Margaret Ponietowicz  
9:30AM – Sheila Maguire 

11AM – George J. Szparagowski, Sr. 
Monday, August 10th 

St. Lawrence 
       8:30AM – Szparagowski Family 

 Tuesday, August 11th 

St. Clare 
8:30AM – Santo & Adele Caruso 

Wednesday, August 12th 

St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
8:30AM – Ken Gallagher – 44th anniversary 

Thursday, August 13th 

Sts. Pontian & St. Hippolytus 
       8:30AM – Elizabeth DiGuiseppe 

Friday, August 14th 
St. Maximilian Kolbe   

8:30AM – Deceased Members of the 
Simpson Family 

    Saturday, August 15th 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:30AM – Carol Kearney 

Vigil – Annetta Terreri 
 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for a special 

intention.  
2 candles will burn at the statue of the 

Blessed Mother. 
1 in memory of George J. Szparagowski Sr., 

req’d by his family. 
1 in memory of Angelina Saggiono,  

req’d by Patrice Werner. 
 1 candle will burn at the statue of 

 St. Joseph, 
 in memory of George J. Szparagowski, Sr, 

req’d by his family. 
Bread & wine used at all Masses this week 

are in memory of George J. Szparagowski, Sr. 
req’d by Georgann Foster. 

 
Feast of the Assumption 

Saturday, August 15th  
This is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year because it 

falls on a Saturday. Mass is at 8:30AM and 5PM. 

 
Please pray for our sick, the home-bound, and those in 

nursing homes, we particularly remember: 
  George Alburger, Joyce Antrim, Baby Leo,  

Marty & Nancy Bogdon, Tom Bonk, Charlie Dickman, 
Claire DiDonato, Kathleen Grundy, Emily Donhauser, 

Lisa Dougherty, Dolores Downes, Eileen Drab,  
Joanne Fitzgerald, Anna Marie Forte, Veronica Bennett 
Gibbins, Johnny Higson, Edmund Kehan, Ed Kortonick, 

Judith Lins, Phyllis Luther, Joan Marine, 
 Terrence Martin, Rowan McNichol, Anne Navarra, 

William Pinto, Maria Prince, Baby Colson Robert Riday, 
Patrick Ryan, Nicole Sachs, Michael Shaw,  

Barbara Shawaryn, Chris Solarski, David Sparacino, 
 Betty Sparks, Brian Stenz, Amy Swift, Patricia Trioli, 

Frank Tulino, and Dyane Westerfer. 
 May God strengthen them in their struggle.   

Our bulletin sick list will list the names of the sick for a 6-week 
period, if additional time is needed, please call the Church 

Office at 610-834-1975. 
 

   
Curious about the Catholic Faith? 

 For more information, contact Barney McGee at  
610-834-1975 or email bmcgee@spnchurchlh.org 

   

 
Announced Masses for 2027 are available as well as 
Memorial Candles, Sanctuary Lamp, and Altar Bread 

Memorials. If you would like to check availability, 
please stop by the Church Office.   

Low Gluten Hosts 
 Lab certified, under 20 parts per million are available at 

every Mass. The celebrant will have them available, 
simply ask him when you present to receive. 

 
2nd Collection Next weekend for Venezuela 

After last month’s ravaging earthquakes in Venezuela 
leaving vast regions on that country with devastating 
loss of life, thousands of injuries, and destruction of 

property and infrastructure on a massive scale. A 
second collection will be taken on Aug 15 & 16 to 

support Catholic Relief Services efforts to help those 
who suffered such a horrible event. 



 

 
 Dear St. Philip Neri Family and Friends, 

 we give praise and thanks to God for His graces and blessings! 
 Today’s Gospel is one that many of us know by heart. We can almost picture the scene. The disciples 

are out on the Sea of Galilee. The waves are crashing against the boat. The wind is strong. They are 
frightened. Then, in the midst of the storm, Jesus comes walking toward them on the water. Peter, 
with his usual courage and enthusiasm, says, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
the water.” Jesus simply replies, “Come”. One detail is easy to miss. When Peter first steps out of 

the boat, the focus is entirely on Jesus. His eyes are fixed on the Lord. He trusts Him completely. He is 
actually walking on the water. Isn’t that often how our own faith begins? When life is peaceful, when 
our health is good, when our family is doing well, when work is going smoothly, it is much easier to 
recognize the Lord’s presence. It is easier to pray, to trust, and to follow Him.  But then something 
changes. The winds begin to blow. Life’s pressures and stress enter our lives. It can be illness of a 

loved one, problems at work, loneliness, disappointments or the anxiety of everyday life. Suddenly, 
like Peter, we begin looking at the wind and the waves instead of looking at Jesus. The Gospel tells us 
that Peter “noticed the strong wind.” In other words, he took his eyes off Jesus. He looked down at 

the danger around him instead of looking into the face of the One who had called him. How often that 
happens in our own lives. We become so focused on our problems that we forget the One who is 

greater than every problem. We begin to think we are facing life’s storms alone. But here is the 
beautiful part of today’s Gospel. Jesus never took His eyes off Peter. Even when Peter took his eyes off 
Jesus, Jesus never stopped looking at Peter. When Peter began to sink, Jesus was already there. Peter 

cried out only three words: “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught 
him. Not after Peter proved himself or apologized. That is our Lord. When we stumble, He reaches for 
us. When we fall into sin, He reaches for us. When we become discouraged, He reaches for us. When 

we feel like we are sinking under the weight of life, He reaches for us. Jesus never abandoned Peter. 
He simply invited him to trust again. That is the heart of our Christian faith. There will always be 

storms. Jesus never promised us a life without crosses. Illness, suffering, disappointments, family 
worries, and uncertainty are all part of our journey. But He did promise that He would never leave us 
to face them alone. This week, whenever you begin to feel overwhelmed by life’s storms, pause for 

just a moment. Instead of focusing first on the problem, turn your attention to the Lord. Pray Peter’s 
simple prayer, “Lord, save me.”  

It is one of the shortest prayers in Scripture, but also one of the most powerful. If someone you know 
is struggling this week, become the hands of Christ for them. A phone call, a visit, a kind word, or 

simply listening can become the way Jesus reaches out and lifts another person up. May we have the 
faith of Peter to step out of the boat, the humility of Peter to cry out when we are sinking, and the 

confidence to know that our Lord will always reach out His hand to save us. Amen. 
I pray for you every day, especially at Mass. Please pray for me. 

Please invite someone to Mass today. 
St. Philip Neri, pray for us. 

Have a blessed week, 
Fr. Szparagowski 

We Welcome 
Theodore Wells and Jane Marie Coyle, son and daughter of Kevin & Jane Coyle and Ryan Grace, 

daughter of Adam & Katie Dickman. All were recently baptized here at St. Philips! 



Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled on the 2nd & 4th Sunday of 

every month immediately following the 11AM Mass. 
Godparents need Letters of Eligibility, for first time 
parents the Pre-Jordan Class is required. Call the 

Church Office at 610-834-1975 to make 
arrangements.

Marriage
Arrangements must be made with a priest at least 
6 months prior to wedding date. Pre-Cana classes 

are required, contact Church office at 610-834-
1975.

Anointing of the Sick
Primarily intended as prayers and anointing for 

healing from serious illness or as a spiritual 
preparation before surgery. Last Rites or Extreme 
Unction are for those in danger of imminent death. 

Call rectory or Church Office.

BLOCS / EITC Program
Through this program, donors can receive up to a 
90% tax credit against their personal PA state tax 

liability by making their gift through BLOCS. 
For more  details go to:  tcooper@blocs.org

Job Opportunity – Part-time office assistant
Saint Helena Parish is seeking a friendly, organized, 

and mission-minded individual to join our Parish team.
Monday–Friday • 9:00 AM–1:00 PM Flexible hours may 

be available for the right candidate. To apply:
LJohnson@SainthelenaChurch.org or call the Parish 

Office at 610-275-7711 for more information.

St. Monica Club
Do you have family or friends who have drifted from 

the Church? You don’t have to carry the concern alone.  
We follow St. Monica’s example by praying simply and 

persistently for those we love. No “perfect” prayers 
required…just a heart of hope. We’ll resume our 

meetings in September. 
Call Sharon Otto at 484-804-1875.

“Let your faith be bigger than your fear”

    
Summer repair projects are being completed
on schedule. Remodeling & updating 2 girl’s
rest rooms,the 5th grade classrooms,lighting, 

ventilation. electrical outlets, flooring, 
windows, carpeting, and fresh paint. New 
carpeting will be installed throughout our 

school hallways. ZeroEyes, a proactive visual 
gun detection and situational awareness 

platform, working alongside digital security 
cameras to rapidly detect dangerous 

suspicious situations, providing valuable time 
for individuals to move to safety.

DefenSafe/DefenseLite security film will be 
installed on glass entrances on 1st floor 

windows throughout our Church and school. 
The cost of these projects is approx. 

$400,000.00, we are only able to undertake 
these projects because of your support. Thank 

you for your faithful support of our parish, 
we are truly grateful.  

“No one in the world can change Truth. What we 
can do and should do is to seek truth and serve it 

when we have found it.”
St. Maximilian Kolbe / Feast Day August 15th

Summer Repairs Collection
The annual Summer Repairs Collection envelope has 
been sent to all parishioner’s. If you haven’t received 
yours please call the Church Office at 610-834-1975. 

This critical collection is for higher priced repairs over 
and above routine maintenance. Thank you!  

St. Francis InnEspecially needed are large tea bags, paper towels, cooking oil, soup, sugar, travel size toiletries, razors, deodorant, blankets, jackets, backpacks, hoodies, sneakers, sweatpants and children’s clothes. Collection box is in Church vestibule.
Our parish on-line giving program is easy and can 

be stopped or adjusted at any time. Go to the parish 
website to sign up: www.saintphilipnerichurch.com  
in these busy times please do not forget your parish.

Use the QR code below to sigh-up.
As always, thank you for your generosity!



Metropolitan Tribunal 
The Tribunal is available to help people who have 
experienced divorce and who may wish to remarry 

in the Catholic Church. If you are divorced and  
want to marry in the Church or remarried outside 

the Catholic Church, please call the Tribunal Office 
at 215-587-3750 or visit: www.archphila.org 

 

 
 

Corpus Christi Parish - Bingo  
Saturday, September 26th Doors open at 9AM, Bingo 

starts at noon. Admission is $40, includes bingo & lunch. 
Contact Laurie @ 610-584-5694   

 

Retrouvaille 
Rediscover the love in your marriage. Tens of 

thousands have healed their marriages. Oct 2-4 at 
Malvern Retreat House. Call 215-766-3944 or 

email: www.marriagehelpdelval.org 
 

“In prayer, more is accomplished by listening than by 
talking.”     St. Jane Frances de Chantal / Aug 12th 

St. John’s Hospice 
  Casseroles can be home made or store bought. The 

next drop off dates are anytime between 
Aug 29th & Sept 2nd pickup is Wednesday Sept 2nd. 
Aluminum pans are available in the Church Office. 
 If you need an alternate date or time call Eileen at 

215-939-8368, or email at: hurdles28@hotmail.com 
drop off is at: 2308 Mulberry Lane. 

 

 
All major food stores and major clothes retailers have 
cards available; go to the website for a complete list. 

These programs help support our school and is 
driven by parishioner participation…give it a try! 

GIANT, ACME, SHOP RITE, WEIS, KOHLS, 
 just to name a few. Cards are available in the Office.  

 Real + True 
This summer we invite you to Unlock the Catechism by signing 
up for Real +True. Each week, for 9 weeks, you will receive a 

newsletter, exploring different aspects of our faith. 
Each message includes: 

• A question about our faith 
• A clear explanation rooted in the Catechism 

• A short Real +True video that helps the truth come alive 
You can see a sample, and sign up, in this week’s Flocknote. 
If you are not already signed up to our Parish Flocknote 

newsletter, please go to our parish 
website https://www.saintphilipnerichurch.com/ 

 
Newman Connection 

Wherever you’re headed – college or military 
service, Newman Connection helps you stay 

connected to your Catholic faith. 
Go to: www.newmanconnection.org 

 
Join Fr.Szparagowski & Fr.Michael Reilly on a 

jubilee journey to Fatima, Lourdes & Barcelona.  
Sept. 2nd to 13th, 11 days, 10 nights Daily 

breakfast, transfers between destinations, guided 
visits to Catholic sites & landmarks,daily 

ass,religious sites and cultural tours an more! 
Go to www.cloverdaletravel.org   
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(215) 483-1702
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Mary Ellen
Michael J.

"Serving the living
since 1920"

LOWNESLOWNES
Family Funeral HomeFamily Funeral Home LLC LLC

Randall K. and Wesley J. Lownes ~ Active Parish Members

• Traditional Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Pre-Planning Service
• Five Generations since 1888
www.lownes.com (610) 828-4430

FUNERAL HOME
Your Parish Funeral Director

William P. Koller, Jr., F.D.       Katherine Koller Franczyk, F.D.
6835 Ridge Avenue
215-482-5200

"Serving the Area for Over 75 Years"

ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS 
WINDOWS • DOORS • DECKS WINDOWS • DOORS • DECKS 

"Continuous Quality"
215-757-1855

www.DennisAndSonsContracting.com
Neighboring Parishioner

Sisters Painting
Interior & Exterior

P
S  D
W  R

W  
R

Free Estimate • Fully Insured

215-817-6913

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Connor Elder Law L.L.C.
Elder Law Services, Wills, Trusts, Estate Administration

Mark J. Davis, Esquire 
mark@connorelderlaw.com

644 Germantown Pike, Lafayett e Hill, PA 19444
(610) 941-4667

Of Lafayette Hill
"The Senior Living Community available for

St. Philip Neri families."
Call for a tour and information today!

Next door to church                            610-940-3888610-940-3888                     

WE COVER ALL YOUR 
OUTDOOR NEEDS:

- Tree/Bush Trimming
- Fall Clean-Up
- Commercial Plowing

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
610.733.7210

When you call Summers, you can trust that we’re committing to maximizing
each and every component for utmost importance. We pride ourselves on a job that’s 

done the right way. That’s why, with every visit, we guarantee:

Electrical • Plumbing
Heating • Cooling

Free Estimates
Call: 215-482-8800

• 100% Satisfaction
• Family Safety
• Property Protection
• One Year Parts & Labor
• A Job Done Right the First Time
• Maid-Like Cleanup

ASK

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

RIDESHARING 
SAFETY TIPS

in remembrance of

DR. DAWN CUTE
ROXBOROUGH MARKET SQUARE

8945 Ridge Avenue, Suites 2 & 7• Philadelphia, PA 19128
www.drdawncutechiropractic.com • 215-508-3291

Specializing in the treatment of sciatica, herniated discs, migraines, sinus and neck pain.
OPTIMUMHEALTHCHIROPRACTIC@OUTLOOK.COM

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.org
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

Message and data rates may apply.

WWJD?
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HANDY HOME REPAIR
SPECIALISTS

Lafayette Hill, PA
6 1 0 - 8 3 2 - 9 9 1 16 1 0 - 8 3 2 - 9 9 1 1LICENSED       INSURED

Parishioner

Lunch-Dinner 
Specials Daily

123 Fayette Street
Conshohoken

610-940-0540
CHUCK HEMCHER, JR. PARISHIONER

PROUDLY SERVING ST. PHILIPS FAMILY 
AND YOUTH GROUP OF PARISH

SUSAN BILOTTA
REALTOR®
25 YEAR ACTIVE
PARISHIONER Fox & Roach, REALTOR®

Making a donation to St. Philip at closing
Cell 610-203-1844                           Bus 215-247-3750

Parish Member

ALLYSON A. ABBOTT, D.M.D.

610-834-7770

Practice Limited to Endodontics
Root Canal Treatment

Plymouth Meeting Professional Building
2050 Butler Pike, Suite 300

Plymouth Meeting

John E. Richardson, D.M.D.
Parishioner

Choir Member

John E. 

Cosmetic & Comprehensive Dental Care
19 Morris Avenue

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
610-525-4910

610-828-4231

451 Germantown Pike • Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
Conveniently located across the street from SPN 

BRACES • INVISALIGN

Siana Carr O'Connor & Lynam, LLP
Certifi ed Public Accountants & Financial Consultants

Joseph G. Tropiano, CPA, Parishioner
 1500 E. Lancaster Ave.                     t. (610) 296-4200 ext.140
 Suite 202  jtropiano@scolcpa.com
 Paoli, PA 19301  www.scolcpa.com

www.vincemessantonioplumbing.com
 610-828-9517 • 610-828-0207 / 24 HRS

Parish Member www vincemessantonioplumbing com

Hydro-Jet &
Cable Cleaning

 Video
Inspections-PLUMBING--PLUMBING-

Sean Smith
MA, M.Ed, LPC, CAADC

Adolescent and Adult Mental Health
and Addictions Counseling

sean@seansmithlpc.com  (610) 764-4679
www.seansmithlpc.com

555 Andorra Glen Court • Ste 12 • Lafayette Hill

ESTATE PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION and FAMILY LAW
Marybeth O’Connor Lauria, Esquire         Brandon J. Lauria, Esquire

www.lauria-law.com       (215) 461-4610
3031 Walton Rd, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

LAURIA LAW

Al & Ursula LaBrusciano
Full Time Realtors for 40 Years

Owner/ Partner 610.828.2224
Parishioners

215-817-0320    www.PhilaAreaHomes.com   215-901-3546

Westerfer Painting

For all your painting needs
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Longtime Parishioner
Est. 1976

610-716-5717

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1944
421 W. RIDGE PIKE, CONSHOHOCKEN, PA 

610-825-7297

William L. Ciavarelli, FD
Supervisor

William E. Ciavarelli, FD

Christopher J. Ciavarelli, FD
Supervisor

Andrea M. Ciavarelli Scotti, FD

Family Owned • Private Crematory • Pre-Planning • Burial
Comfort, Value, Convenience

516 Fayette Street Conshohocken, PA       610-828-1336
951 E. Butler Pike Ambler, PA                     215-646-1155

www.ciavarellifuneralhomes.com

www.mmfunerals.com | 215-482-8878

Frank C. Hicke
Supervisor

Daniel M. Gregori
Director

7384 Ridge Ave. 
Phila., PA 19128

Al Fitzpatrick
WISSAHICKON 

CONCRETE
Since 1975

267-716-8943
Parishioner

Patios, Sidewalks, Steps & Curbs
For All Your 

Concrete
 Needs

Homemade and
Award Winning

Shop our Market

Pierogies & Specialty Items
15 S. Ridge Ave., Ambler

pierogiekitchen.com

Globally Sourced,
Locally Produced

Craft Wines.
Order Online. Free Delivery. | www.rt.wine | 215-432-6395

www.msrfh .com

1567 Dekalb Pike, 
Rt. 202, Blue Bell, PA
610-279-1811
Neighboring Parishioner

Dr. Bill Baldassano 
& Dr. Drew Shafer 

accept most dental insurances!

www.drbaldassano.com

Mention this Ad for
One FREE Gift Wrap

609-970-7786

www.GeorgeKorkus.com
Philadelphia Mag Five Star Agent 2013-2019

George A. Korkus III
Realtor

(c) 610-304-6896
(o) 610-828-6300
George@KorkusRE.com

www.mhseniorliving.com | 215-619-2777

Custom rosaries, chaplets, jewelry & keepsakes 
made with wedding & funeral flowers

ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

978-851-9103

ISA Certifi ed Arborist
Family Owned & Operated
Keeping your property safe, 

healthy and beautiful

610-220-9031
www.bktreeandlandscape.com

Colleen Higgins
colleenhiggins.net                610-825-2828

Step-By-Step
Home ImprovementsHome Improvements

Kitchens ~ Baths ~ Basements
Floors ~ Decks ~ Additions ~ Carpentry
www.sbshome1.comwww.sbshome1.com  215-740-0884  215-740-0884

Free Esimates • Fully Insured

NOELE STINSON
REALTOR®

110 E. Hector Ave. Bldg. B, Suite 250

610-960-4982

For Advertising

Information Contact

WYATT GROVE

Cell: 610-212-9298

wegrove@jppc.net
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