Which of the two
did his father’s will?¢

MATTHEW 21:31
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Mass 3
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Week

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26, 2026
5:00PM FOR ALL PARISH DECEASED MEMBERS

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27,2026

8:00AM FOR DECEASED MEMEBERS
OF MURTHA FAMILY.

11:00AM SAMUEL P. CERVANTES.
AURELIA MEDINA.

12:30PM

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2026
12:00PM FOR ALL DECEASED PRIESTS
AND SITERS.

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2026
12:00 PM PRO POPULO.

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 2026
12:00PM EDUARDA TAHANLANGIT
BIRTHDAY IN HEAVEN.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 1, 2026
12:00PM JILL AND JIM WHITE.
7:00PM

FRIDAY OCTOBER 2, 2026

12:00PM MONICA J. BLACKER
HEAVENLY BIRTHDAY
BIENTE LO KUA AND MICHAEL
TCHAO LU CHIN.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 3, 2026

5:00PM DEATH ANNIV. OF EVA DUBECKY.
DEATH ANNIV. TONI WALKER.
DEATH ANNIV. OF SOPHIA VUCETAJ .
BIENTE LO KUA AND
MICHAEL TCHAO LU CHIN.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4, 2026

8:00AM MAHONEY AND CURRY
DECEASED FSMILY.
JOHN HUGHES.

11:00AM CARLOS NUGUID
MENDIOLA JR

AURELIA MEDINA.
12:30PM RAFAEL MELENDEZ.

THE ALTAR BREAD AND WINE FOR THE
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 27 2026.

In memory of:
MURTHA DECEASED FAMILY MEMBERS.

THE ALTAR CANDLES FOR THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 27, 2026.

In memory of:

MURTHA DECEASED FAMILY MEMBERS.

Readings for the Week — September 27, 2026

Monday Job 1:6-22 / Psalms 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 /
Luke 9:46-50

Tuesday Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 12:7
-12ab / Psalms 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 / John
1:47-51

Wednesday Job 9:1-12, 14-16 / Psalms 88:10bc
-11, 12-13, 14-15 / Luke 9:57-62

Thursday Job 19:21-27 / Psalms 27:7-8A, 8B-
9abc, 13-14 / Luke 10:1-12

Friday Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5 / Psalms 139:1-3,
7-8, 9-10, 13-14ab / Matthew 18:1-5, 10
Saturday Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17 / Psalms
119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130 / Luke 10:17-24
Sunday Isaiah 5:1-7 / Psalms 80:9, 12-16, 19-
20 / Philippians 4:6-9 / Matthew 21:33-43

Lecturas de la Semana — 27 Septiembre, 2026

Lunes Job 1, 6-22 / Salmos 16, 1. 2-3. 6-7. 8b y
15/ Lucas 9, 46-50

Martes Daniel 7, 9-10. 13-14 o Apocalipsis 12, 7-
12ab / Salmos 137, 1-2a. 2bc-3. 4-5 / Juan 1, 47-
51

Miércoles Job 9, 1-12. 14-16 / Salmos 87, 10bc-
11. 12-13. 14-15/ Lucas 9, 57-62

Jueves Job 19, 21-27 / Salmos 26 / Lucas 10, 1-
12

Viernes Job 38, 1. 12-21; 40, 3-5/ Salmos 138,
1-3. 7-8. 9-10. 13-14ab / Mateo 18, 1-5. 10
Sabado Job 42, 1-3. 5-6. 12-16 / Salmos 118,
66. 71.75.76.91. 125. 130 / Lucas 10, 17-24
Domingo Isaias 5, 1-7/ Salmos 79,9y 12. 13-
14. 15-16. 19-20 / Filipenses 4, 6-9 / Mateo 21,
33-43




Saint Nicholas Phone: 201-659-5354
122 Ferry Street
Jersey City New Jersey 07307

Saint Nicholas Pastor: Ordanico de la Pena
Deacon: Rev. Robert Baker Sr.
Deacon: Rev. Steve Lipski
Weekend Help: Father Michael Otuwurunne
Father Alex Gaitan
Father Yunior Almonte

Parish Secretary and Bookkeeper: Xiomara Goodridge

Trustees: Rafaela Morales
Michael Suico

CCD Coordinator: Deborah Baker 201-726-8036
Para Sacrementos del Adulto: Clara Perdomo 201-988-5694
Coordinadora De La Catequesis: Maria Arroyo 201-744-1752

Choir Coordinator: Lisa Casia 917-484-6491

MASS BOOK 2026
OPEN ON OCTOBER 6, 2025
FOR YOUR INTENTIONS

The Sunday Mass Intention is $20.00 The donation for weekday Masses stays at $10.00 per
mass. The mass on Tuesdays is PRO POPULO. IT IS MEANT FOR PARISH COMMUNITY
AND FOR MANY INTENTIONS.

Eucharist:
Saturday- 5:00pm Sunday CONFESSION-
Anticipated THURSDAY 6:00PM-7:00PM

Sunday- 8:00am  English

11:00am  English MARRIAGE

12:30pm  Spanish CONTACT THE PARISH PRIEST.

MATRIMONIO
M T Th
Fr(i)(lllz(ni;w uesday/Wednesday/Thursday/ CONTACTE EL SACERDOTE.
12:00noo0n at the convent building. RECONCILIACION.

Neo-Catechumenate Group JUEVES 6:00PM-7:00PM

Wednesday- 8:00pm Prayer

ULTREYA
- 8:00 M
Saturday pm - Mass 2DO. Y 4TO. DOMINGO DEL MES.



September 27, 2026 — 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Whether it's part of a printed piece or an electronic one, we all know the contrast offered by those “before and after”
ads. Non-users of the product always look glum or dejected. But users? Ah, they look so happy and bright, smiling
at us with the joy that the given product brought into their lives. As we ponder a purchase, we consider that we, too,
deserve to be smiling and happy.

Today we are given a parable in the Gospel passage, namely the “Parable of the Two Sons.” Granted, it's not as
familiar to us as parables like the “Prodigal Son” or the “Good Samaritan,” but it has its distinct teaching purpose.
That is, the different reactions of two groups of people to the teaching of John the Baptist. Remember that John, Our
Lord’s cousin, had the task of preparing the world for Christ's coming through repentance. It reminded me of those
reactions in “before and after” ads.

There is a non-smiling group, namely Israel’s leaders, the Scribes and Pharisees, who simply do not accept what
John is saying. Their faces are sad and their mood is cynical. The smiling group, on the other hand, is made up of
those who accept what John is saying. They are happy hearing about a way out from under their sinful condition.

Raising the stakes quite a bit, we hear the ultra-important teaching of Our Lord Himself about all this. He proposes
an outlook on our part that includes, first of all, the admission of our sins and then trust in Him. Do we believe in Je-
sus’ approach? Or do we agree with the notion that, generally, I'm doing OK in the sin department and | have very
little to repent?

Here | can imagine a cartoon depiction of a sad-faced sinner outside the confessional before going in. In the next
scene, he or she is smiling and happy, exiting the confessional fully prepared for a halo. Saying this, | do not mean
to cheapen what God does for our lives when we repent. My experience tells me that most sinful habits involve a
kind of wrestling match between our resolve and temptation. Yet |, and we, must always remember that even the
striving to improve means we want to love Jesus even more than we have. That’s our ultimate relationship.

The Church asks us to pray this weekend for migrants and refugees. Normally an easy task. But today these people
have become controversial. From our comfortable perches as approved good citizens, we must not look down on
these brothers and sisters. Their anxious faces reflect uncertainty. The “before” look of fear. May our own outlook
and our prayers for them bring to their faces the “after” look of acceptance, hope, and love. After all, that's what God
gives all of us each day as we migrate, with hope and determination, to reach our common heavenly home.

“Not all the teeth put into our laws are wisdom teeth.” — Anon.

Rev. Peterson’s Reading & Gospel Summary

Reading I: Ezekiel 18:25-28

The prophet teaches that each person is punished for his sins, and not for the sins of his ancestors. So never fear if
you go astray.

Reading II: Philippians 2:1-11, or 2:1-5

Paul appeals to his readers to have a common outlook on matters of behavior. We then come to what may have
been a hymn in which Christ humbly accepts crucifixion. He thus has a name above all others.

The Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32

The Parable of the Two Sons has to do with opposing reactions to John the Baptist's preaching. One son (or group)
repents after hearing him. Another son (Israel’s leaders) refuses to take John’s message to heart. Those who accept
the message are doing the Father’s will.
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(Q\t“ ENGLISH CCD PROGRAM NEWS
St Nicholas Religious Education Program

For CCD Grades 1-8

and parents looking for Baptism, Communion and/or
Confirmation for their School-age children.
Registration: Tuesday: September 8'" and September 22"
from 5 - 7PM
Sunday: September 20" and September 27"
From 9 - 11AM
Location for Tuesdays: Rectory Office
Sundays: French American Academy Lunchroom
118 Ferry Street

Please bring with a copy of your child(s) Birth and Baptismal
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Certificate
Fee: 1 child $75.00
2 Children $ 85.00
3 or more children $ 100.00.
*** Communion Fee $ 75.00

*** Children receiving Communion - there is a Communion
Fee payable at time of Registration.

Confirmation for children in High School Grades 9-12
Fee: $ 125.00
Registration: In French American Academy Lunchroom
Dates, times and Locations same as above
When you register your child for Confirmation, please bring a
copy of your child’s birth and baptismal certificate.

Any questions: Please call Mrs. D Baker 201-726-8036 or
email me at DeborahRBaker@verizon.net




HUDSON
UPHOLSTERY SERVICE

Robert J. lezzi
Parishioner
See Robert or Bernadette
For Personal Attention

201-906-4715

robert142hudson@gmail.com
142 Franklin St. Jersey City, NJ 07307

Dine-In - Take-Out « Delivery
201.659.2232

278 Central Ave. « Jersey City f
www.PizzaMastersJc.com |

WHAT WOULD
Jesus Do?
!I%:;‘ = apontelipski@gmail.com
¥ s 551-247-0533

catholicmaich’

New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ

RIDESHARING SAFETY TIPS
| eerorevoucETmamoEsware |

Ask #WHATS @
MYNAME

in remembrance of

Samaniha, fo3ephdon

Space
Avalilable

Connecting locally
trusted businesses
who support our
parish and the

community.

Wi Message and data rates may apply.

MALLORY’S
ARMY ® United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Fouwndatiown Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.org | (973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

SEARCH BY

Promotions ¢ Business Category * Your Location

TO INSTANTLY FIND

Specials ¢ Discounts ¢ Featured Information

-|- American Red Cross
SOWIM M you’
VOLUNTEER
and make a difference.

Join €oday: redcross.org/Volunteer

Chris Camizzi
Church Bulletin Representative
I’'m here to help your business
be noticed!

ccamizzi@jppc.net
201-315-3840
www.jppcadvertising.com

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

gz

Advertise your business in the
Church Bulletin
* In print, online and interactive app

* Reaches parish families and
visitors each week

* Constant presence keeps a strong
link between you and customers

* Well-read publication - a trusted
source

» Affordable Advertising -
targeted to community

local,

681 St. Nicholas, Jersey City, NJ (b)

John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net



