A
¥

Qs

OUR CAMPUS:

Happy 10th Anniversary

on Bethlehem Pike (and 17 years as a parish!]

Off We Grow Again!

Samt Miriam School

A Franciscan Preschool and Kindergarten

TR

with a tiny daycare community, tool

ucC

Union Cemetery

Address: 654 Bethlehem Pike ~ Flourtown, PA 19031

Website: www.mySaintMiriam.org ~ Parish App, Newsletters and Current Events

www.facebook.com/SaintMiriam ~ Visit us on Facebook
www.instagram.com/SaintMiriamParish ~ Follow us on Instagram
www.mySaintMiriam.org/LIVE ~ Livestream @ Saint Miriam

of Whitemarsh
T at Saint Miriam
NEWSLETTER
SIGN-UP
or at:

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:
(The Right Rev.) Monsignor James St. George, OSF, Pastor

(The Rev.) Father Liam Murphy, OC, Assisting Pastor for Spiritual Life

and Formation

(The Most Reverend) Kenneth Denski, OCR, Bishop in Residence
(The Rev.) Father Bryan Wolf, OSF, Assisting Priest

(The Rev.) Father Geraldo (Jerry) Pinero, OC, Assisting Priest
(Rev.) Chester Mack, Deacon

(Rev.) Donna Mack, Deacon

Patricia Wilcke, Board President

Brother Sean R. Hall, OSF, Co-Director of School
Mrs. Leigh Moran, Co-Director of School

Mrs. Katelyn St. George, BSN RN, School Nurse
Ms. Caitlin Dailey, Cantor

Mr. Dennis Rivera, Music Director

SACRAMENTS:

Baptism
Baptisms scheduled on the Third Sundays at Morning Mass (except in
Lent). Contact Parish Office.

Pre-Jordan
First Sunday of every month at 12:00pm.

Marriage
Couples are encouraged to participate in Pre-Cana, available in-person and
online, please contact Parish Office for Registration and Information.

Holy Eucharist
At Saint Miriam we offer an “Open Table” at all Masses and all are welcome.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Available 30 minutes before any Mass, after all Masses, or by appointment.
Please contact parish office.

Children’s Faith Formation (CFF)

Please contact our Director of Religious Education (DRE) for all religious
educational needs including First Holy Communion, First Penance and
Confirmation.

Small Groups & Parish Life
Please contact our Parish Office for more information on becoming part of
our parish life! Newcomer gatherings are twice annually!

Interested in Becoming a Practicing Catholic?
Please contact our Associate Pastor to join the classes for Order of Christian
Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

CONTACT:

Parish Office
215-836-9800 (ext. 0)
Info@mySaintMiriam.org

Union Cemetery of Whitemarsh at
Saint Miriam

215-836-9800 (ext. 0)

Saint Miriam School
www.saintmiriamschool.com
215-836-9800 (ext. 1)

To Volunteer or Serve:
JoinUs@mySaintMiriam.org

MASS SCHEDULE:

Week Days
First Fridays at 9:15am (September - May)

Sunday
7:30 am - Early Mass
9:30 am - Morning Mass

DEVOTIONS

Adoration - Open Adoration Thursdays

from 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Rosary - Rosary welcome during Adoration and
every Sunday at 8:30am

Holy Days
All Holy Days are located on our primary website
under Worship >Schedules

For Pastoral Emergencies, please contact
our Pastor 215-836-9800 (ext. 703)

saintmiriamparishfriary.flocknote.com
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A Taste of Assisi!

Father Liam departs soon for his annual
pilgrimage to lead retreats in Assisi,
Italy! In order to give us a taste (no pun
intended!) of his Italian journey, he will
be sending blog posts for the next 4
Sundays! Each will lead us on a tour on
the life of St. Francis with his reflections
and insights! This will be another
wonderful way to deepen The Year of
St. Francis we are honoring at Saint
Miriam. Watch for his posts and be part
of the journey this year!

Parish Giving

We depend on everyone to keep us
fiscally strong. Please make a gift today
by (1) Leaving an Envelope, (2) Scan
the QR code, (3) Text "GIVE" to
844-950-4074 (4) Visit Website under
Support. Thank you to all who give!

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Sanctuary arrangement has been updated after our clergy agreed on a design, and | want to share
a little of the thinking behind these moves, as some have expressed some concern.

First, | recognize that change in a sacred space can take some getting used to! Our Sanctuary is deeply
familiar to many of us, and different people experience and participate in the liturgy from different
places in the church. However, many of us have been here since the beginning and have seen many
changes! (Please see images on how far we have come and other configurations on next page!) As with
any change, | ask for your patience as we continue to work through the arrangement to see how it
functions in actual worship. This is a work in progress, not a finished product.

That said, one of the most visible changes is the movement of our music team to the front of the sacred
space, on the upper left. This allows us to make better use of the platform (original to the organ
placement) while bringing our music, sound, AV, and Livestream functions together in one coordinated
area. It also increases communication between Celebrant and Music. More importantly, it allows our
musicians (whom we should remember are also members of the ministry team) not to be out of sight,
but fully participating reverently to assist in the creation of beautiful liturgy. It also affords us the ability,
to zoom and change camera angles, as our cameras have the capability but have not been used fully.

Our hope is to also strengthen the relationship between the Assembly, the Music Team that helps us
pray, and the celebration of the Eucharist and Adoration, too. Sacred music is not a performance
added to the Mass; it is one of the ways in which the Assembly itself participates in worship. It is prayer
in another form.

We have also adjusted seating, created a single centralized ambo/pulpit for proclamation, preaching
and instruction, and moved the Altar forward by a mere three feet so that it is once again visually,
centered beneath the Altar Cross, reflecting the original design intention of our sacred space when we
fully renovated over 5 years ago. Moreover, once Worthington Forge completes the new brackets and
legs for the Rear Altar, it will be moved further back and secured to the wall. This will give us
approximately four additional feet of Chancel space, which will make a meaningful difference in how the
Sanctuary functions during Mass and for our other liturgical celebrations. | also want to address
concern | have heard regarding seating. While there are now some limited choir-facing (antiphonal)
seats, the relocation of music has actually increased the number of traditional forward-facing seats,
allowing us to accommodate more people in the Assembly. And, even if reluctantly, | would highly
encourage everyone to consider trying one of the choir-facing seats from time to time. It may feel
different at first, but it can offer a beautiful new perspective on the Mass. From there, you experience
the movement of the Liturgy, the proclamation of the Word, the music, the ministers, the Altar, and the
priest in a very different and perhaps more meaningful way!

After all is said, the Mass is not something we simply watch. It is what we as Catholics celebrate it
together! The priest presides and leads the liturgy, but the Assembly is not an audience—we are all
participants. Every person has a place and a role in the prayer of the Church. This is why | welcomed
the comments received and why | will certainly welcome others with their comments and ideas. There is
no ‘wrong’ idea; we are family. However, change is not to be frowned upon. In our discomfort, God may,
actually be speaking to us.

Our hope with these changes is simply to help our sacred space better express that reality: Christ at
the center, the Eucharistic table before us, the Word proclaimed among us, sacred music lifting oun
prayer, and the whole Assembly gathered together in worship.

| know that not everyone will immediately love every change, and that's okay. What | will ask for is that
we remain patient, pray for myself as your pastor and all our priests, as we discern the Holy Spirit. Our
calling is not always to make the easy decisions, but it is our role - and one we take seriously, and hope
respected by each of you. We will continue to listen, observe, adjust where appropriate, and refine the
space as we move forward. We hear you. We promise.

Thank you for your patience, your openness, and most of all, for helping us make Saint Miriam a place
where we don't simply attend Mass—we truly celebrate it together.

Monsignor +Jim
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A MINISTRY TEAM

Rifresher

Father Jerry will be leading a refresher course for
Deacons, Greeters, Readers/Lectors, Altar Servers,
Eucharistic Ministers, Cross Bearers, and Ushers. This
is also a great way to begin sharing your talents with
Saint Miriam! If you are new and interested in serving,
please also plan to join us! The Course will be slated
for October!

YOUR FIRST VISIT

We're So Glad You're Here

Our new and enhanced website is now live! It
includes a welcome for newcomers and what to
expect as well as easier ad simpler navigation panels
to make fading things easier! Please visit the link,
“We're So Glad You're Here”! And our enhanced
website! www.mySaintMiriam.org

Let’s Invite!

HOW DO PEOPLE
START ATTENDING
CHURCH?

A FRIEND INVITED ME -
JIZED VISITATION
OR INVITE
ADVERTISING - 29

We have so much to offer
and so may good things
happening at Saint
Miriam, it might be a
great time to invite others
to join you to Mass?! Our
stunning Sanctuary
space, our music team,
our new MPS room, our outreach, and so much more!
To help, with the redesigned website, we offer a new
link to share! Please invite a friend and send them

86%
B%

6%

PEOPLE BRING PEOPLE!

http://firstvisit. mysaintmiriam.org/
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Above, Sanctuary, Day of Closing/Purchase Architectural Rendering of Renovation

Below, Post Renovation Current Seating and Music Settings

T

Our Weekly Mass Intentions.

Bread & Wine Sponsors
In Memory of John Henry Bush by Joseph M. Kelly
Sanctuary Lamp
In Honor of Theresa Kelly by Joseph M. Kelly
Altar Flowers

Open for Sponsorship
In Loving Memory of Mary Ann Staines by Terri Epler
In Loving Memory of Willis Braun, Paula Breene Braun and Ruth Breen Braun by Betsy Braun
In Loving Memory of Alton and Ruth St. George by Katelyn and James St. George
In Loving Memory of Louis and Rose Catallo by Katelyn and James St. George
In Loving Memory of Lucille Johnson and Ralph Kelly by Joseph M. Kelly
In Honor of Our Saint Miriam Memorial Society Enrollees
In Honor of Monsignor Jim on the Occasion of his Birthday by Pat Wilcke
In Honor of Theresa Kelly

Our Weekly Calendar.

Sep 6th The 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time at 7:30am with Father Liam,
Celebrating, and 9:30am with Father Liam, Celebrating

New MPS Room Opens! Join us for a light Fellowship to Celebrate!

Sep 8th Recovery, Inc. at 6:30pm - U Level

Sep 9th Contemplative Silence Small Group at 6:30pm (via Zoom)

Sep 10th Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 4:00-6:00pm (Sanctuary)
Sep 11th Staff Training - School at 3:00pm

Sep 12th AA Sunrise at 8:30am - MPS - 8:30am

Sep 13th The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time at 7:30am with Father Jerry,

Celebrating, and 9:30am with Father Jerry, Celebrating
New MPS Room Opens! Join us for a light Fellowship to Celebrate!

N.B. Father Liam departs for his annual pilgrimage to Assisi the week of Sept 7th and returns in
October. Please pray for his journey.

Please Pray for...

Donna Wilchek
Jerry Hall

Bob Brock
Angela and Fr. Ken

Carol Valvo
Father Bryan

Leigh and Mike
Brother Sean

Submit to prayers@mySaintMiriam.org for Print and Online Requests
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