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OUR CAMPUS:

Happy 10th Anniversary

on Bethlehem Pike (and 17 years as a parish!]

Off We Grow Again!

Samt Miriam School

A Franciscan Preschool and Kindergarten

TR

with a tiny daycare community, tool

ucC

Union Cemetery

Address: 654 Bethlehem Pike ~ Flourtown, PA 19031

Website: www.mySaintMiriam.org ~ Parish App, Newsletters and Current Events

www.facebook.com/SaintMiriam ~ Visit us on Facebook
www.instagram.com/SaintMiriamParish ~ Follow us on Instagram
www.mySaintMiriam.org/LIVE ~ Livestream @ Saint Miriam

of Whitemarsh
T at Saint Miriam
NEWSLETTER
SIGN-UP
or at:

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:
(The Right Rev.) Monsignor James St. George, OSF, Pastor

(The Rev.) Father Liam Murphy, OC, Assisting Pastor for Spiritual Life

and Formation

(The Most Reverend) Kenneth Denski, OCR, Bishop in Residence
(The Rev.) Father Bryan Wolf, OSF, Assisting Priest

(The Rev.) Father Geraldo (Jerry) Pinero, OC, Assisting Priest
(Rev.) Chester Mack, Deacon

(Rev.) Donna Mack, Deacon

Patricia Wilcke, Board President

Brother Sean R. Hall, OSF, Co-Director of School
Mrs. Leigh Moran, Co-Director of School

Mrs. Katelyn St. George, BSN RN, School Nurse
Ms. Caitlin Dailey, Cantor

Mr. Dennis Rivera, Music Director

SACRAMENTS:

Baptism
Baptisms scheduled on the Third Sundays at Morning Mass (except in
Lent). Contact Parish Office.

Pre-Jordan
First Sunday of every month at 12:00pm.

Marriage
Couples are encouraged to participate in Pre-Cana, available in-person and
online, please contact Parish Office for Registration and Information.

Holy Eucharist
At Saint Miriam we offer an “Open Table” at all Masses and all are welcome.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Available 30 minutes before any Mass, after all Masses, or by appointment.
Please contact parish office.

Children’s Faith Formation (CFF)

Please contact our Director of Religious Education (DRE) for all religious
educational needs including First Holy Communion, First Penance and
Confirmation.

Small Groups & Parish Life
Please contact our Parish Office for more information on becoming part of
our parish life! Newcomer gatherings are twice annually!

Interested in Becoming a Practicing Catholic?
Please contact our Associate Pastor to join the classes for Order of Christian
Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

CONTACT:

Parish Office
215-836-9800 (ext. 0)
Info@mySaintMiriam.org

Union Cemetery of Whitemarsh at
Saint Miriam

215-836-9800 (ext. 0)

Saint Miriam School
www.saintmiriamschool.com
215-836-9800 (ext. 1)

To Volunteer or Serve:
JoinUs@mySaintMiriam.org

MASS SCHEDULE:

Week Days
First Fridays at 9:15am (September - May)

Sunday
7:30 am - Early Mass
9:30 am - Morning Mass

DEVOTIONS

Adoration - Open Adoration Thursdays

from 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Rosary - Rosary welcome during Adoration and
every Sunday at 8:30am

Holy Days
All Holy Days are located on our primary website
under Worship >Schedules

For Pastoral Emergencies, please contact
our Pastor 215-836-9800 (ext. 703)

saintmiriamparishfriary.flocknote.com
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Be Our Representative?

The National Church is seeking a
volunteer from each parish to serve as a
representative for the newly created
Office of Faith, Justice, and
Humanitarian Efforts. This office began
two initiatives, Nazareth Manifest and
the Veritas Manifesta which together
represent the OFJHE's vision for a
church that does not stay behind its
walls, one that stands with the
vulnerable, speaks the truth without
flinching, and meets human need with
both compassion and resolve. If you are
interested to learn more, please see or
email Monsignor Jim today!

Parish Giving

Please Give Today!

We depend on everyone to keep us
fiscally strong. Please make a gift today
by (1) Leaving an Envelope, (2) Scan
the QR code, (3) Text “GIVE" to
844-950-4074 (4) Visit Website under
Support. Thank you to all who give!

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekly Parish’

Dear Friends,l

In our Gospel passage from Matthew appointed for today, we are reminded that Jesus asks a
deeply personal question:0‘Who do you say that | am?”[Peter answers in reply, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” His confession becomes the foundation of a life of service and
leadership in our Church.O

Today, as we celebrate the ordination of0lMichael Ball to the Sacred Order of Deacon, we are
reminded that ministry begins with this very same profession of faith. A deacon is called not simply
to wear a stole or serve at the altar, or to wear a Roman Collar for recognition and respect, but
tolactually know Christ, proclaim Christ, and serve Christ by being a true servant of all God’s
people.O

As a Franciscan priest, pastor and bishop, | can tell you with all certainty that every good priest is
always at his heart, a deacon first. Once a church leader forgets how to be a deacon, he fails. It
may not be apparent as an unexpected grave illness, but in the long term, it is just as deadly for
them, and for humankind, and for Mother Church, too. We must always be deacons, servants,
willingly and with open hearts. 0

When | received the Mandate to be consecrated to the Episcopacy, | only agreed if | could remain a
Friar and an active Pastor. The College of Bishops agreed and now, thanks to Michael, | get to don
on my liturgical vestments to fulfill that mandate some 14 years ago, one who holds the fullness of
the sacrament of Holy Orders as a successor of the Apostles. | do not take this lightly and, in my
heart, | am still a pastor and deeper still, a deacon.

Mike’s ordination today is therefore both a celebration and a calling but it does not end today;
today is only the beginning of God will do through him. Like Peter, Mike will be entrusted with
something precious—not for himself, but for the building up of God’s Church. It is also a vivid
recognition that God is never done calling! We, in church parlance, often refer colloquially to this
spiritual journey as the ‘Hound of Heaven’, a poem written by English writer Francis Thompson,
published in 1893. It describes a person's frantic, long-running escape from God. God is shown as
a hound. He tracks the human soul with steady, loving, and unstoppable speed until the runner
gives up! God tells the runner that earthly things betray him because he tries to hide from divine
love. The poem ends with the soul finally stopped, stripped of pride, and found. Today, we are all
witnessing another ‘finding’ of God. Today, for possibly the first time in his life, Mike will be truly
found, truly home. | pray so.O

God is relentless in His call and yet life sustaining in our journey. It is never easy. Many fail, some
leave, and others succumb to the pressures and betrayals of ministry. It is often lonely and
overwhelming. The events that come to those of us in collar are often moments of deep sadness,
peril, or strife. We are called to stay ‘in the water’ with those who come. It is our life. And if we allow
God to remain within us, we shall endure through it all. No, not always flourishing, not always
understood, but serving to the life we are called to as clergy listening for the heartbeat of God.O

| am grateful to those who allowed me to ‘see’ Michael and to discern his calling. | am grateful to
his wife, Mary Ann, for granting her blessing and support to achieve a lifelong dream that began so
long ago, and at times, seemingly unreachable. And yet, God is good and faithful. God saw Mike’s
heart and knew that one day, he would achieve this day and anointing on his life. 0

May his ministry among us atSaint MiriamDOalways reflect the heart of Christ: humble in service,
joyful in faith, generous in compassion, and willing to meet people wherever they are.l

Today, we all gather to rejoice with Michael, Mary Ann, his family and friends, and our entire Saint
Miriam community.0May his diaconal ministry help all of us answer Peter’s question with our own
lives: “You are the Christ”—and because we believe, we serve.ll

oremus pro invicem,

+James [
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Father Jerry will be leading a refresher course for
Deacons, Greeters, Readers/Lectors, Altar Servers,
Eucharistic Ministers, Cross Bearers, and Ushers.
Please watch for dates and times! This is also a great
way to begin sharing your talents with Saint Miriam! If
you are new and interested in serving, please also plan
to join us!

YOUR FIRST VISIT

We're So Glad You're Here

Father Jerry will be leading a refresher course for
Deacons, Greeters, Readers/Lectors, Altar Servers,
Eucharistic Ministers, Cross Bearers, and Ushers.
Please watch for dates and times! This is also a great
way to begin sharing your talents with Saint Miriam! If
you are new and interested in serving, please join us!

Children’s Kits
Needed!

This September we will
launch a new “Family Room”
experience for young
families with children in our

coming MSP, Multipurpose
Space, across from the Sanctuary! As part of that
initiative, the church will provide welcome bags with
coloring sheets and soft books, as our community
understands that kids move and babies cry and
sometimes their parents need to feel safe.

If you can help with these items, please see or
email Monsignor!

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Why not be a part of humanity's renewal?

Join us, as a part of our spiritual outreach at Saint Miriam
Parish to all seekers of any or no religion, via Zoom every
Wednesday evening at 6:30pm!

We simply sit together in contemplative silence for 20 minutes.
Plain and simple.

v

*Contemplation is tha Key to the

R
Yet as Rowan William says,
“It is a deeply revolutionary matter.”

Come join the revolution.

¢
essence of @ renewed Wumanity.”

Rowan Williane U

To receive access code,
please email us at JoinUs@mySaintMiriam.org ’:i’

Our Weekly Mass Intentions.

Bread & Wine Sponsors for April/May
In Loving Memory of Kat Davis and Lucille Johnson by Joseph M. Kelly
Sanctuary Lamp
In Honor of John Henry Bush by Joseph M. Kelly
Altar Flowers

In Honor of Mike Ball’s Ordination August 23rd
In Loving Memory of Gerianne Gallagher McBrearty by Pat Wilcke
In Loving Memory of Willis Braun, Paula Breene Braun and Ruth Breen Braun by Betsy Braun
In Loving Memory of Alton and Ruth St. George by Katelyn and James St. George
In Loving Memory of Louis and Rose Catallo by Katelyn and James St. George

In Loving Memory of the Brock, Matkowski families and Dorothy Gillespie by Dorothea Hatt
and Bob Brock

In Honor of Our Saint Miriam Memorial Society Enrollees 0

In Loving Memory of Lucille Johnson and Ralph Kelly by Joseph M. Kelly

In Loving Memory of Matthew J Terranova by Charles and Michael Ronca

In Loving Memory of Gerianne McBreaty by Kathy and Walt Harkins

In Honor of Mike Ball on the Occasion of his Ordination by Father Bryan Wolf

In Honor of Mike Ball on the Occasion of his Ordination by the Saint Miriam Ministry Team

Our Weekly Calendar.

Aug 23rd] The 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time at 7:30am with Father Liam, 0 0
0 0 Celebrating, and 9:30am with Baptism of Thomasin MacVittie & [ 0
0 0 Magdalena Will with Father Liam, Celebrating

Aug 23rd The Ordination of Michael Ball at 9:30am,

0 0 Clergy Meeting at 11:00am0

Aug 25thl1] Recovery, Inc. at 6:30pm - U Level

Aug 26th Contemplative Silence Small Group at 6:30pm (via Zoom)

Aug 27thl] Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 4:00-6:00pm (Sanctuary)

Aug 29th AA Sunrise at 8:30am - U Level 8:30am

Aug 30thl1] The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time at 7:30am with Father Ken, 0 0
0 0 Celebrating, and 9:30am with Father Jerry, Celebrating

Aug 24th - Aug 31st School & Admin Closed for Break and Renovations

Please Pray for...
Donna Wilchek  Carol Valvo Bob Brock Chuck Ronca
Jerry Hall Father Bryan U Angela and Fr. Ken Brother Sean

Submit to prayers@mySaintMiriam.org for Print and Online Requests
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