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Happy 10th Anniversary

on Bethlehem Plke (and 17 years as a parish!]

Off We Grow Again!

Samt Miriam School

A Frenciscan Preschool and Kindergarten
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Union Cemetery

Address: 654 Bethlehem Pike ~ Flourtown, PA 19031

Website: www.mySaintMiriam.org ~ Parish App, Newsletters and Current Events

www.facebook.com/SaintMiriam ~ Visit us on Facebook
www.instagram.com/SaintMiriamParish ~ Follow us on Instagram
www.mySaintMiriam.org/LIVE ~ Livestream @ Saint Miriam

of Whitemarsh
T at Saint Miriam
NEWSLETTER
SIGN-UP
or at:

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:
(The Right Rev.) Monsignor James St. George, OSF, Pastor

(The Rev.) Father Liam Murphy, OC, Assisting Pastor for Spiritual Life

and Formation

(The Most Reverend) Kenneth Denski, OCR, Bishop in Residence
(The Rev.) Father Bryan Wolf, OSF, Assisting Priest

(The Rev.) Father Geraldo (Jerry) Pinero, OC, Assisting Priest
(Rev.) Chester Mack, Deacon

(Rev.) Donna Mack, Deacon

Patricia Wilcke, Board President

Brother Sean R. Hall, OSF, Co-Director of School
Mrs. Leigh Moran, Co-Director of School

Mrs. Katelyn St. George, BSN RN, School Nurse
Ms. Caitlin Dailey, Cantor

Mr. Dennis Rivera, Music Director

SACRAMENTS:

Baptism
Baptisms scheduled on the Third Sundays at Morning Mass (except in
Lent). Contact Parish Office.

Pre-Jordan
First Sunday of every month at 12:00pm.

Marriage
Couples are encouraged to participate in Pre-Cana, available in-person and
online, please contact Parish Office for Registration and Information.

Holy Eucharist
At Saint Miriam we offer an “Open Table” at all Masses and all are welcome.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Available 30 minutes before any Mass, after all Masses, or by appointment.
Please contact parish office.

Children’s Faith Formation (CFF)

Please contact our Director of Religious Education (DRE) for all religious
educational needs including First Holy Communion, First Penance and
Confirmation.

Small Groups & Parish Life
Please contact our Parish Office for more information on becoming part of
our parish life! Newcomer gatherings are twice annually!

Interested in Becoming a Practicing Catholic?
Please contact our Associate Pastor to join the classes for Order of Christian
Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

CONTACT:

Parish Office
215-836-9800 (ext. 0)
Info@mySaintMiriam.org

Union Cemetery of Whitemarsh at
Saint Miriam

215-836-9800 (ext. 0)

Saint Miriam School
www.saintmiriamschool.com
215-836-9800 (ext. 1)

To Volunteer or Serve:
JoinUs@mySaintMiriam.org

MASS SCHEDULE:

Week Days
First Fridays at 9:15am (September - May)

Sunday
7:30 am - Early Mass
9:30 am - Morning Mass

DEVOTIONS

Adoration - Open Adoration Thursdays

from 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Rosary - Rosary welcome during Adoration and
every Sunday at 8:30am

Holy Days
All Holy Days are located on our primary website
under Worship >Schedules

For Pastoral Emergencies, please contact
our Pastor 215-836-9800 (ext. 703)

saintmiriamparishfriary.flocknote.com
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A Pledge Giving Campaign

to Strengthen Saint Miriam

Thank you to all who gave!

We depend on everyone to keep us
fiscally strong. Please make a gift today
by (1) Leaving an Envelope, (2) Scan
the QR code, (3) Text “GIVE" to
844-950-4074 (4) Visit Website under
Support.

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

;ﬁh
Weekly Parlsh

Bulletm

[Pastor Note: | was approached by a parishioner to share what we have done in her life, and the life of her family.
Below is her new blog post from, Rainbows & Rosaries, that features us! Please take the time to go to the link. It is
well worth the read! Thank you, Terri! Monsignor +dJim]

On any given Sunday, | used to stand in church and sing the hymn “All Are Welcome.” | wanted to
believe it. | needed to believe it. But over time, those words began to feel less like an invitation and
more like a wound - because the table that claimed to welcome everyone did not fully welcome my
son, his husband, or families like ours.

This is the story of how a cradle Catholic mother came to question the faith tradition that shaped her
life, not because she lost her love for God, but because she could no longer reconcile that love with
a church teaching that asked her child to hide, deny, or diminish who he was created to be.

If you have ever struggled to hold onto faith while protecting someone you love, this post is for you.
In the paragraphs that follow, | will share what it meant to raise three sons in the Roman Catholic
Church, what | wish | had understood sooner about the burden my gay son carried, and why |
ultimately found myself searching for a place where welcome meant more than words sung from a
hymnal.

| am the mother of three amazing men. My middle son is gay. | have known he was gay from the
time he was a very young child. Call it mother’s instinct. And yet, for years, there was an unspoken
understanding between the two of us that this part of him would remain hidden from the world. That
is something | deeply regret now.

| often think about the hymn “The Summons.” During Mass, when we sang the line, “Would you love
the you you hide if | but call your name,” | would reach for his hand. It was my quiet way of trying to
say, “You do not need to hide who you are. You are God’s child, made in His image and likeness. He
loves you, and He will always call your name.” Looking back, that feels inadequate. Maybe even
cowardly. | wish we had spoken more directly. | wish | had said the words out loud. What | did not
know then was that while he was attending Sunday school, immediately before the very Mass where
| was reaching for his hand, he was being told that homosexuality was a sin.

| learned much later, through conversations with him as an adult, that his takeaway as a child was
devastating: the family he loved more than anything - his brothers, his father, and me - would be
together in heaven, and he would not. That is an unbearable burden for any child to carry, especially
alone, while being too afraid to live his truth out loud. He tells me now that this was a journey he had
to live and come through on his own. He tells me | could not have changed exactly what that looked
like for him. Still, | will forever regret not being more direct. We did occasionally touch on the subject,
and we both laugh now about one of those conversations: | asked, “Do you think you might be
gay?” He answered, “I’'m 80% sure | am not.” Eighty percent.

There are many reasons someone who is born gay may stay in the closet. But | believe one of the
most powerful reasons is organized religion, including the Roman Catholic Church. For my family,
the pain was not abstract. It was personal. It came from hearing “all are welcome” while also
learning that welcome had conditions.

Over the years, | had many conversations with priests who tried to help me understand (or even tried
to justify) the Church’s teachings on homosexuality. One priest told me that many species God
created include same-sex pairings. As an avid scuba diver, he said he had witnessed this among
underwater creatures. He also shared that some people believe a few of the apostles may have been
gay - apostles whom Jesus called to help share His teachings.

The basic teaching of Jesus was, and is, love. That is what made the explanation that followed so

painful. This priest told me that my son was welcome in the Church as a gay man, as long as he

remained celibate. What? His brothers would not be asked to remain celibate because they were

born heterosexual. They could marry, build families, and share their lives in loving relationships. But

for my son to receive Communion, he would be expected not to share in that same kind of

married love. 1
Continued...
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The Little Star Who Wanted To Be Someone Else: A story
about discovering the beauty of being you, authored by
Father Jerry. It is a wonderful addition to our priests who
are also published authors! Get a copy today at
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Why A Vestment!?

This August, we will join Michael Ball in his joy to serve
as an ordained deacon! The gift of the parish is a
Dalmatic vestment. It shows our consent and is a small
way of being part of a special day. It is also rooted in
tradition. If you wish to help offset the expense by a gift,
please join others and let Monsignor Jim or Pat Wilcke
know of your participation and joy!

Our new MPS (Multi-Purpose Space) is taking shape!
Watch us grow again! This room be used as a meeting
room, Pre-Cana couples, library and light fellowship
space as well as for baptism families ahead of Mass and
a new accommodation called a Sunday Family Room
with livestream for families with small children! This
space will be available starting Sunday, September 6th
with an inaugural fellowship following Mass! Please join
us as we welcome back a space for small groups,
fellowship, baptismal families, meetings Join us!

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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(Ordination off a HPeacon
Join us on
Sunday, August 23, 2026
at 9:30am

\

as we welcome \ ! ‘( | ‘

( (J\( ichaet (Ball |
wr

to the Sacred Order of Deacon

Clergy: WhiseGold

Our Weekly Mass Intentions.

Bread & Wine Sponsors for April/May
In Loving Memory of Kat Davis and Lucille Johnson by Joseph M. Kelly
In Honor of Brian Coyne and Karen Coyne for Healing
Sanctuary Lamp
In Honor of John Henry Bush and Theresa Kelly by Joseph M. Kelly
In Honor of Father Bryan, Brian Coyne and Bill Bowers by Karen Coyne for Healing
Altar Flowers
In Honor of John Henry Bush and Theresa Kelly
In Memory of Ralph & Lucille Kelly and Kat Davis
In Loving Memory of Willis Braun, Paula Breene Braun and Ruth Breen Braun by Betsy Braun
In Loving Memory of Alton and Ruth St. George by Katelyn and James St. George
In Loving Memory of Louis and Rose Catallo by Katelyn and James St. George

In Loving Memory of the Brock, Matkowski families and Dorothy Gillespie by Dorothea Hatt and Bob
Brock

In Honor of lan McClendon for his birthday by Monsignor Jim

Please Make A Mass Intention Today!

Our Weekly Calendar.

July 19th The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time at 7:30am with Father Ken,
Celebrating and 9:30am with Monsignor Jim, Celebrating with
Baptism of Sophia Hope Shi and Amani Ndianabo Weires
July 21st Recovery, Inc. at 6:30pm - U Level
July 22nd Contemplative Prayer via Zoom at 6:30pm
July 23rd Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 4:00-6:00pm (Sanctuary)
July 25th AA Sunrise at 8:30am - U Level 8:30am
Wedding Blessing, Father Liam, Sanctuary at 11:00am
Funeral Mass for Gerianne Gallagher McBrearty at 2:00pm
July 26th The 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time at 7:30am with Father Ken,
Celebrating and 9:30am with Monsignor Jim, Celebrating
Please Pray for...
Donna Wilchek Ellie St George Teresa Leister
Jerry Hall Father Bryan Angela and Fr Ken
Margaret and Jimmy Carol Valvo Christine Clark

Submit to prayers@mySaintMiriam.org for Print and Online Requests

July 19, 2026
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(215) 948-9695
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www.flourtowndentist.com \_,/ Red Cross
Someone Tleeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.

doin eo&ly:

redcross.org/Volunteer

Your Local, Family
& Cosmetic Dentistry

United Together In The Fight
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Don't Just Teach Kindness...
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w/any interior/exterior detail purchase www,MaIIorysArmy,com I N T H E

(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org COMMUNITY
It's easy to join our mailing list!

Just send your email address by text message: Place Your Ad Here

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. to Support Our Parish!

Wi Message and data rates may apply. \

THE LOCALS
MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
www.thelocalsdetailing.com

lardi@jppc.net
Tony STOP | ASK f
BRI M SAMI oo 267-709-7245

YOUR [—
COMMUNITY | O —

OUR SPONSO\{?S & OUR COMM

Sponsors can " ANYONEinthe

offer promotion H H community, not only
discounts and/or Parishioners, can access
up-to-date contact E R realth@sﬁers from their
information to the ..  favorite sponsors
ENTIRE community N to save, share & support
™ \

286 St. Miriam Parish-Friary, Flourtown PA (B) John Patrick Publishing 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net
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