St Marv’s Church

14833 Kutztown Road ® Kutztown, PA 19530
www.StMarysKutztown com
www.facebook com/stmarysktown

Church, Meeting Rooms, Business & Parish Offices:

Phone : 610-683-7443 = Fax : 610-683-7625

Email: Parish@StMarysKutztown com

Religious Education Center: 610-683-6454

Email: RelEd@StMarysKutztown com

PASTORAL MINISTRY
Pastor Fr John Maria
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Msgr Walter T. Scheaffer
Permanent Deacon Dcn. Howard Schultz

Coordinator/Religious Educ Mrs. Ann Pergosky
Director of Music Ministry ~ Mrs. Anne Sitarik
and Parish Secretary
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
Ladies Auxiliary Theresa Bieak & Deb Massa
Men of St. Mary’s Mr. Tom Cengeri
O.C.IA. Fr. John Maria
DIOCESAN INFORMATION
Diocesan Policies and Procedures on Youth Protection:
www.allentowndiocese org
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:
Wendy S Krisak, Direct Telephone: (800) 791-9209
Office of Safe Environment Secretary, Youth Protection and
Catholic Human Services: Pamela Russo, MSW, MS ; PO
Box F, Allentown, 181-5-1538 Tele. 610-871-5200 x2204
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service: If you have an
allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:
www.ReportBishopAbuse org or 800-276-1562 The loveliest

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil  4:30 pm
Sunday 8:30, 11:00am

Daily Masses 7:30am (Monday, Wednesday — Friday)
8:00am (First Saturdays)

ADORATION ofF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Every
Wednesday, 7-8 pm and First Friday of the Month, 8 until 9am

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - Praise God for His desire to give
new life in Christ through Holy Baptism! To learn more about
Baptism for your child, parents must contact the Religious Educ.
Office to arrange Baptismal Prep sessions and learn all the details

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Saturday, 3:30-4:20p,
Sundays 8:00-8:20; 10:30-10:50 am, Wednesdays 7:00-8:00p and
by appointment

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK - Those who
are dangerously ill or facing serious surgery may receive this
healing Sacrament. Please contact Father John Maria to make
arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY - Congratulations! Couples
must contact Father John at least six months in advance of desired
date. Marriage Preparation is required for proper celebration of a
valid and Sacramental marriage.

PROSPECTIVE GODPARENTS/SPONSORS asked to serve as
Baptismal Godparents or Confirmation sponsor must request an
eligibility certificate from the parish priest. To serve in this special
role parishioners must: Be in full communion with the Catholic
Church; Attend Mass weekly; have received Sacraments of
Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation & Confirmation; Married
individuals need be validly married in the Catholic Church. Find
form and info at www.stmaryskutztown.com/godparent-requests/
Please contact the Parish Office and allow 2 weeks to process.

HOMEBOUND - Parishioners homebound and unable to attend
Mass please contact the Parish Office to arrange visitation, to
receive Holy Communion

HOSPITALIZED - Call the Rectory to notify of someone in the
hospital so we can pray for and possibly visit them. Each hospital
in our Diocesan boundaries is either covered by a local parish or
has a priest on call at the hospital.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP - Welcome to St. Mary’s Parish! Please
contact the Parish Office to meet with Father John and become
registered. We also ask those who move to notify the parish

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Education for parish children
occurs September 13 through April. Contact Religious Education
office: 610-683-6454 for registration.

Center-based

*Levels 1 to 5 meet every week, Sundays, 9:40-10:50am

=Level 6-8 meet the 2™ & 4™ Sundays, 6-8pm

=Y outh ministry teens 9-12™ grade are invited to join The Upper
Room. See website for details.
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Mass Intentions

Mon 09-07 7:30a Jacobus and Petronella Bus
Tue -- No daily Mass on Tuesdays
Wed 09-08 7:30a Peter Costello

Thu 09-09 7:30a Dorothy Boyer

Fri 09-10 7:30a Rob Tutchings

Sat 09-11 4:30p Thomas N. Casey
Sun 09-12 8:30a Jack and David Ford

11:00a People of the Parish

Blessed Sacrament candle in honor of Joseph Ferrau family

READINGS and CELEBRATIONS for the WEEK

Sun 0906 ;3.6 10: Mt 18:15-20

Mon 09-07 1 Co 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11

Mi 5:1-4a or Ro 8:28-3
Tue 09-08 1:18-23

Thu
Fri

09-10 1 Co 8:1b-7, 11-13; Lk

23 Sunday Ordinary Time- Ez 33:7-9; Ro

Wed 09-09 1 Co 7:25-31; Lk 6:20-26

09-11 1 Co 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42

0; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or

6:27-38

Logan Alkons
Jack Anton

Evie Barletta
Patrick Behm
Greg Bradford
Monica Bradford
Bradford family
William G. Brady
Charles Brown

Casey, Nathan &
newborns

Meaghan Clark
Collene

C J Dober

Dave Ebling

Trent Eidle
Patricia Farabaugh
Joe Galantino
Michelle Galantino
Mark Garza
Sandra George

Joe Giachero
Lucy Ginsiorsky

Emilie Glanding
Bijou Greenwood
Devon Hanna
Jacqueline Hartz
Kathy Henry
Glenn Hertzog
Vicente Ilustre
Lillian Karch
Michael Karch
Jane Kern
Milton Kern
Henry Kryeski
Edward Law
Rosemary Law
Eva Malanczuk
Dennis Martinsen
Adena Mertz
Barbara Mertz
Barry Miller
Sharon Miller
Elaine O. Miller
Geoff Miller
Nikolette Nolte
Bill Pettit

Epifania Pilandas
Nina Presuto
Kerry Rauenzahn
Donna Redline
Pat Regensburger
Rosemarie Reimert
Renee

Nina Hertzog
Rundle

Tina Scatamacchia
Bruce Schaeffer
Carol Sheetz

Jim Sherman
Tracy Snyder
Nicole Sosik
Arlene Stadalnik
Todd Tanis

Ralph Touch
Amy Turko
Brenda Wagaman
Debbie Weidler
Bonnie Wessner
Patricia West Ensor
Colleen Wolff

Remember in your Prayers

[]
gl

Rev. Anthony M.
Drouncheck, of diocese of Allentown
who has dies. Eternal rest grant unto
him, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him. Amen

Sat 09-12 1 Co 10:14-22; Lk 6:43-49
24" Sunday in Ordinary Time- Sir 27:30—28:7,
Sun 0913 & 14:7.9; Mt 18:21-35
THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK
Music Ministry
4:30p Sitarik, Anne Spanier, Amelia
Casey, Peggy Casey, Peggy
3:30a Zielinski, Julie Talarico, Tim
Zielinski, John/Julie |Cebenko, Steve
11:00a DeWald, Heather Sitarik, Anne
Talarico, Tim Talarico, Tim
EXTRAORDINARY EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY
4:30p Convery, John Klopp, Daryl
Convery, Patti Otruba, Pam
3:30a Otruba, Pam Zawaly, Joe
Hilburt, Laura Hilburt, Laura
11:00a Cengeri, Tom Ganser, Steve
Schlesselman, John Schnabl, Janice
OLG and In Church 08/23 08/30  Expenses
Regular Collection | $6,348.00  $8,293.50 | From 08/23
Building Fund $1,000.00 $1,035.00  10,859.02
Capital Campaign $115.00 $40.00
Parish Partnership $222.50 1 $1,360.00 @ From 08/30
Mission Co Op $3,887.77  $420.00  19,813.52
Other Collections $82.00 $753.91

How DO | SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING?

1. Visit www.stmaryskutztown.com & choose online

giving.

2. Complete the online registration form. It's that

simple! For info or help contact parish office.

%se Pray for all those serving our naﬁ

Michael Barron
Andrew Barthol
Callaghan Coles
Katherine Connelly
Keith Essig

Ryan Flanagan
Kale Follweiler
Darrin Gorman

Diane Henry
Cmdr. Jason Hoch
Dan King

Spencer Morris
Heather O’Donnell

Menaka Nayyar &
Anthony Pirnot

Cillian Pursell
Carmine Anthony
Ricciardi

Jake Schmeck
Luke Sedlack
Phillip Talarico
Steve Ziegler

PARISH PRAYER LISTS ask intervention for those ill or in need of
prayer. Please let us know if your intention is, or is not, still in

need of prayer.

We are a welcoming community called to deepen and share our faith




EVENTS THIS WEEK

Sun 09.06 23*° SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Mon09.07 Labor Day

Daily Mass at 9a

Parish Office Closed
Tue 09.08 Faith Sharing, 10a

Bake Cookies for Bazaar, 12n

ESL class registration, 6p
Wed09.09 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p
Thu 09.10 Knights of Columbus organization meeting, 7p

Music Ministry, 7p
Sat 09.12 Pray the Rosary, 4p

2" Collection — Capital Improvements

EVENTS NEXT WEEK
Sun 09.13 24™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
2™ Collection — Capital Improvements
Elementary Religious Education — 9:40
Elementary Parent meeting, Level 1-5, 9:45a
Men of St. Mary’s meeting, 9:45a
Middle School Religious Education, 6p
Middle School Parent meeting, Level 6-8, 6:15p
Young Adults meeting, 6p
Mon 09.14 Kitchen help: Potatoes, 9a
Kitchen help: Pierogies 11a
Tue 09.15 Faith Sharing, 10a
Bake Cookies, 12n
ESL class, 6p
Wed 09.16 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p
Thu 09.17 ESL class, 6p
Music Ministry, 7p
OCIA Information Night, 7p
Fri  09.18 Photo-directory appts, by appt., 2-8:30p
Sat  09.19 Men’s Group-Forward in Faith, 7:30a
Photo-directory appts, by appt, 10a-4p
Baptism, Kenny family, 10:30a
Pray the Rosary, 4p
2" Collection — Church in Latin America

THE LLORD CALLS EACH AND EVERY SOUL TO KNOW HIS
LOVE AND MERCY. Each of us is called to strive to know

Him in the fullness of Truth, and not to settle

e * for partial truths, passing fads or imitations

that can never satisfy the longing of our hearts.

He founded His Church upon the Rock of
Peter to teach with His authority. He sent the
apostles forth to baptize in the Name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. He entrusted these
truths & these graces to the Catholic Church.

Do you have a friend or loved one open to hearing this
call of Christ, and to being received into the Catholic
Church? Might YOU be that someone who has been a
friend of St. Mary’s parish, but have hesitated to take the
step toward becoming Catholic?

Jesus is still calling! At 7:00pm, Sept. 17, St. Mary’s
parish will host an Information Night in the REC to discuss
the call of Jesus, and to explain the process beginning this
Fall. There’s no pressure or obligation to commit
immediately.

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a
prayer and study journey, culminating in union with Christ
at Easter 2027.

For more info, no need to wait ’til Sept! Contact Fr.
John Maria at 610-683-7443. We’d love for you to join us!

Follow
Me ¥

COOKS WITH COLLARS: Sept. 01 thru

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE submit info for August a full 2
2 weeks in advance. Thank you

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: Are you new to the parish? Over
187 Call 610-683-7443 to register. Inform us if you are moving.

Holy Father’s Prayer for the care of water: Let us pray for
a just and sustainable management of water, a vital
resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION

for 2026-2027

Classes begin on Sept. 13!

visit: www.stmaryskutztown.com

* Moms in the parish are looking to start a
" parent/toddler group here at St. Mary’s.
Build Faith and Friendships! For questions

Sept. 30 watch Father John Maria’s,
and diocesan priests’, culinary videos
and “vote” for your favorite! Show
some love for our priests! Visit
www.CooksWithCollars.com
REFLECTION—FATHER JOHN MARIA

In our readings, we’re reminded of the lofty call as
members of the Lord’s Church, and the impact of our
witness upon others.

God called the prophet Ezekiel to be a watchman for his
people. This responsibility included the call to correct those
who have endangered their souls with serious sin. As we all
know, this is tricky business! No one likes to be corrected!
How can we possibly do this? And by the way, how do
YOU accept correction?

In his letter to the Romans, Saint Paul explains the call to
truly love our neighbor. The commandments should be
understood as forming us for the love of God and neighbor.
This is the key to fraternal correction: love, which desires
the salvation of others.

In the Gospel, the Lord speaks of the responsibility of His
Church to correct the serious sin of others, and provides a
blueprint for doing so in love. In the most serious cases, the
Church may even excommunicate those who are obstinate
in scandalous sin. The point of such a drastic step is to
awaken the person to the eternal consequences of their sin —
not to reject them in anger, but to call them to repentance.

True love desires the good of the other. We must all be
reminded that of the many priorities in this life, we must
prioritize our fidelity to the Lord. If we truly love Him and
seek His salvation, we will have compassion upon others
and desire their union with Him as well. This requires great
care, prayer and true love!

We are a welcoming community called to deepen and share our faith



Make time for our New Directory!

Our Church Directory will not be
complete without YOU!

Photography appointments are still available for
Sept. 18/19. We’d love to get from today’s 25% up
to 100% participation.

Have you attended St. Mary’s and not registered
yet? Now is the time to schedule your photo and
get registered in the parish, all at once! You’ll
receive your free photo directory and find it’s a
great way to get—and keep—in touch with the
parish family. Please schedule your appointment.

We are working hard on this project for you. View
sample directories at the appointment table.

Schedule your photography appointment
**Sept 18/19**,
*In-person scheduling is available in the Gathering
Area after weekend Masses or call 610-683-7443.

*Online scheduling is available on weekdays.
To schedule appointment online (on weekdays):

<> Visit Universal Church Directories: www.ucdir.com

<> Click on the box on the right side of the homepage entitled
“photography appointment scheduling login”

<~ Enter your church code pa1295

<~ Enter your church password John & follow on-screen
prompts

Contact Sue Neumann 484-955-8180 or Anne Sitarik 610-
413-0449 or see volunteers after Masses to change or

cancel your photography appointment.
="

DO YOU HAVE CANDID PHOTOS OF
PARISH EVENTS?? Email them for
possible inclusion in the new directory
parish@stmaryskutztown.com

PIEROGIE/KITCHEN HELP: Since 1995 a dedicated
group of people has made over 30,000 pierogies
and other delicious foods for St Mary’s Holiday
Bazaar. Our group of kitchen help continues to
turnover, and we need some new helpers this
year. Could you share a couple of hours?

We make *pierogies Mondays after Labor Day. It takes
about 6 hours, and involves about 12 different jobs; half of
them are sit-down jobs. *Make Soup on Mondays in
October; *Make Haluski the week of the Bazaar.

With fresh faces like YOURS will we continue to be able
to make these sought-after, homemade Bazaar foods.

HoLIDAY BAZAAR COOKIES: Rolled, decorated cookies
are very popular at the Holiday Bazaar. Here’s an easy
recipe. Donate cookie dough or the ingredients to REC
in time for baking 12n-3p Tuesdays Sept 08--Oct 20. Call
Carm 610-683-5931 or Valetta: 610-926-3910.

ABC Cookies
5 cflour 3 eggs 1 tsp cream of tartar
2 csugar 1 tsp baking soda ', tsp vanilla

% 1b. melted butter
Mix all ingredients together and divide into 3 patties.
Wrap in waxed paper and chill overnight. Roll out and cut
into shapes. Decorate & bake, 350° for 8-10 minutes.

BASKET RAFFLE DONATIONS NEEDED: Ladies Auxiliary
Bazaar. Donations may include:
e Money to help purchase basket items E 'E'ﬂ E
o Basket filler, Styrofoam, grass, tissue .

paper

Feiertag first -

e Jtems on Amazon list — see QR Code E I: -ﬂ'

To donate a needed item, use the QR code below to view
the Amazon list “St. Mary’s Raffle Basket Donation”
baskets. Items can be shipped directly to Donna Feiertag.
Donation deadline: Sun. Oct. 4
Any contribution, large or small, is greatly appreciated
and will help make our Basket Raffle a success. Questions?

CoPY PAPER BOXES: St. Mary’s Holiday

Bazaar has an immediate need for copy paper

boxes with lids. If you can spare any boxes

call Cindy: 484-793-3131

seeks Basket Raffle donations for the Nov. 07 Holiday

e Local business gift cards - contact Donna

where you can make a purchase to complete our current
Donna Feiertag: 484-387-9323. Thank you!

EUCHARISTIC ROSARY CONGRESS & MASS W/BISHOP
SCHLERT: The Eucharistic Rosary Congress (ERC) is
perpetual adoration, in response to Our Lady of Fatima’s
call to conversion. Join the central location at Holy
Guardian Angels chapel Oct. 3-9, ending with the 6p Oct.
09 closing Mass with Bishop Schlert.

times are the 24 hours of Tues., Oct. 6, (12
am-midnight). Sign up in St. Mary’s
Gathering Area or with the QR code, or at
tinyurl.com/ERCBerks2026

\ BERKS/LEHIGH CO. "JOSEPH'S PEOPLE"

] = CHAPTER for Employment Help:

S=mp ~ Underemployed or unemployed or know
someone who is? At 6p, Sept 08, join Joseph's
People on Zoom, topic "Maximizing LinkedIn"
We've helped thousands and there is never a fee.

Info Paul Licata: pauljosephlicata@gmail.com

and www.josephspeople.org

e AN

LOVE JESUS BACK HOLY HOUR: 6p, Sept. 08, St. Theresa,
Hellertown, w/Fr. Brendon Laroche. Thank the Lord for
His great love and pray for those who do not yet. Potluck
dinner precedes Holy Hour: sign up for dinner:
www.tinyurl.com/4t34wr58

We are a welcoming community called to deepen and share our faith



ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS: 3p, Sunday
Sept. 20, Cathedral of St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown,
celebrated by Bishop Schlert. Renew vows and thank God
for the gift of the Sacrament of Marriage. Register by Sept.
10: allentowndiocese.org/events/anniversarymass

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: On Thursday, Sept 10 at 7pm men
of the parish are invited to attend a very important
organizational meeting for St. Mary’s new Knights of
Columbus Council in the Social Hall of the Religious Ed Ctr
Wives are also invited to attend. Representatives from the
Knights will provide info about the Knights, review the
steps involved with forming a council, where
& weare in the process, and what happens next.
Potential members will be invited to formally
register for membership and receive info about
upcoming membership initiation events.

SEPT 11-RED, WHITE & BLUE MASS: 8:46a, Fri. Sept 11,
Cathedral of St Catherine of Siena, Allentown. Mass begins
at 8:46a in remembrance of the moment the World Trade
Center’s North Tower was struck on Sept. 11, 2001. Police,
firefighters, first responders, health care workers, military,
legal professionals, elected officials and their families are
warmly invited. Those who serve are encouraged to wear
uniforms. Reception with Sr. Deirdre Byrne, MD, retired
army colonel, consecrated religious, who served at ground
zero, at 10a.

CURSILLO RETREAT WEEKENDS: Cursillo has been a
powerful means of spiritual growth for Catholics throughout
our diocese - and around the world - for decades. It was a
pivotal blessing for Fr John Maria as well! Last year
parishioners Tim Talarico and Elaine Turner found Cursillo
to be a powerful experience.

This year’s (Thursday evenings to Sunday afternoons)
weekend retreats will be for Men: 9/17 to 9/20. Women:
9/24 t0 9/27. Must be 18yrs of age to attend. Weekends are
held at Mariawald Retreat House in Shillington.

For more information call or text: Beth Pawlik: 610-781-
2935 or speak with Tim Talarico (484-880-8140) or Elaine
Turner (973-722-9517) to hear more about it!

YOoUuNG ADULT HOLY HOUR: 7:30-8:30, Sept. 11, at the
Cathedral in Allentown, confessions available.

WOMEN OF GRACE: beginning at 6p, Sept. 16 in St. Mary’s
chapel Women of Grace will begin discussing “Jesus and
the Jewish Roots of Mary” by Brante Pitre. All women are
welcome. Info: Cathy Rauenzahn: 484-332-9860

LEGION OF MARY DAY OF REFLECTION: 9a-3p, Sept 19 at
McGlinn Conf. Ctr, Reading. Cost: $20, payable to
Allentown Curia of the Legion of Mary. To register
call/text 484-379-2037 www.letionofmaryallentown.org

ANNUAL ST. JANUARIUS BLOOD DRIVE: Sept 19 thru
Dec. 19, with Miller Keystone Blood Center. As
followers of Christ, we are called to serve neighbors
with compassion and generosity. This Blood
Drive offers a simple, powerful way to live
out that calling while helping save lives.

ABBEY FEST: Sept 19, Natl. Shrine of Our Lady of
Czestochowa, Doylestown. Celebrate with faith, family and
music with youth, young adults and families. Adoration,
Reconciliation, Mass and Christian Music. Info:
TheAbbeyFest.com

PA MARCH FOR LIFE BUS is scheduled for the PA March
for Life, Harrisburg State Capitol Building, Mon. Sept. 21.
Before departure, attend an optional Mass at 7:30a, Sacred
Heart Church, 1817 1% St, Bethlehem. Bus departs the
church at 8a. Please park at 1814 Second Street, Bethlehem
across from church parking lot (in school chain linked fence).

Time permitting, we might enter the Capitol to visit
politicians or to eat at cafeteria. Bus will return 4p; we will
refuel at gas station; you buy food (or pack lunch), use

restrooms. RSVP: andrewazan3rd@gmail.com

WILL THE REAL ST. FRANCIS PLEASE STAND UP: 1-4p,
Sept. 27, McGlinn Center, 460 St. Bernardine St, Reading.
Commemorate the 700" anniversary of the death of St
Francis of Assisi. St. Roberta Agnes McKelvie, OSF
presents with Sr. Patrice Marie Klausing, OSF, spiritual
direction and counsellor. $25 per person, walk-ins
welcome. Info: 484-334-6807

ORGAN DEDICATION-CONCERT: 6p, Friday Sept. 25, St.
Joseph the Worker, Orefield. Presenting Daniel Brondel,
from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, NY City featuring Classical to
present day music. Reception to follow concert and
dedication. 610-395-2876

Join WOMEN’S SOCIETY OF GIVING: 9a, Sept 26, St.
Mary’s Kutztown annual Brunch & Lunch. Mass with
Bishop Schlert at 9. Through faith, fellowship and
generosity women vote on organizations and ministries to
support. Join and make a difference!
Allentowndiocese.org/womensgiving

GOLDEN HAWK GOLF CLASSIC: 9:30a Shotgun start, Sept.
28, Woodstone Country Club. Golf, camaraderie, and
support for BeCaHi Athletics. $150/golfer to support
student athletes and athletics. Email: events@becahi.org

MSC OKTOBERFEST: 12-5p, Oct. 11, at Reading
Liederkranz. Hosted by and for the Missionary Sisters of the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Enjoy an authentic German
Oktoberfest! With *Live Music and Dancing with the Josef
Kroboth Band 1:00-4:00! *$20 entrance fee online or at the
door (under 18 free); *An outdoor celebration in a scenic,
accessible grove HEATED pavilion, open-air seating first-
come basis (groups of 6+ may reserve a table) *Authentic
German Food and Beer ordered by guests at cash/credit food &
beverage stands. *Reserve, sponsor or donate:
www.mscreading.org cwhitmoyer@mscreading.org

DI10CESAN MEN’S CONFERENCE-COME HOME TO MARY,
MOTHER OF THE CHURCH””: 8a-4p, Nov. 21 at DeSales Univ.
Center, Center Valley. Join a powerful day of faith,
fellowship and spiritual renewal specifically for men.
Included speakers, prayer and fellowship. Concluded with
Mass, celebrated by Bishop Schlert. Early Bird registration
until Sept. 08. Info: 610-334-0330 Markmcd@outlook.com

We are a welcoming community called to deepen and share our faith



VOCATION PRAYERS... ANSWERED! As you might have
noticed, there has been increased attention on vocations
in the Diocese of Allentown and at St Mary's. We ALL
need to be intentional about praying for holy vocations
to the priesthood and religious life. Fr.John can attest
that, in his other role as Diocesan Director of Vocations,
the increase in prayer has already led to an increase in
interest and in applications for seminary formation! This
is only the beginning. We are grateful for the Lord's
blessings, but we must continue to pray and support
vocations.

At St Mary's, we are so very proud of two of our
family who are answering His call to begin deeper
discernment toward dedicating their lives to the service
of the Church.

Dr. Sudarshan Fernando has been a faithful
parishioner and sacristan at our parish for many years.
He has been accepted as a seminarian for the
Archdiocese of Sydney, Australia. He will leave us to
begin his studies in Rome next week!

And, Miss Norah Johnson, daughter of David and
Jeanine Johnson and June graduate of Parkland HS, has
been accepted for entrance into the Capuchin Sisters of
Nazareth, located in northern Pennsylvania.

We have been so blessed by their faith, humility and
joy! And now, we are so proud of their willingness to
answer the Lord's call to further prayer, study and
discernment. Please keep them both in your prayers!
(And their family and friends as well... this is hard!).

We will miss having them here with us, but find great
consolation in entrusting them to our Lord and Savior, as
they begin their formation! May the Lord richly bless
them both and their families!

EXPLORE *NEW?* DIOCESAN EMPLOYMENT OPENINGS
Visit: www allentowndiocese.org/about/employment

Anyone who has a special devotion to the
Sacred Eucharist and who tries to repay Christ's
infinite love for us with an eager and unselfish
love of his own, will experience and fully
understand—and this will bring great delight

and benefit to his soul—just how precious is a
life hidden with Christ in God and just how
worthwhile it is to carry of a conversation with
Christ, for there is nothing more consoling here
on earth, nothing more efficacious for progress
along the paths of holiness. ~ Pope St. Paul VI

share gfﬂiﬁﬂl

2" Collection

**¢ Sept. 27

Support the Church in
Latin America
uscch.org/latin-america

Copyright © 2025, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

REFLECTION... by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Long before Labor Day became known as the unofficial
end of summer and the vacation season, the day of the
last beach barbecue and the opening of the school year,
it was the one annual federal holiday that “honors the
social and economic achievements of the American labor
movement. It recognizes the sacrifices and contributions
workers have made to build the nation’s strength,
prosperity, and standard of living.”

The holiday is rooted in the harsh realities of the late
19th-century Industrial Revolution and the brutal
conditions that then existed. “At the time, the average
American worked 12-hour days, seven days a week, often
in unsafe and unsanitary conditions, while children as
young as 5 toiled in factories and mines.”

Those times are well past, although we also know that
developments in artificial intelligence (Al) pose a new
threat to workers. We will need new guidelines and
protections. Pope Leo’s new encyclical is a very good
source for the same.

All of this leads up to a consideration of the guidelines
and protection Our Lord offers in the Gospel for the
difficult labor of what we call “fraternal correction.”

Sometime in life, nearly all of us will face the sad event
of a family member or a close friend who is slowly but
surely slipping into a life-altering problem. Most often,
that takes the form of some addiction, whether to
alcohol, drugs, gambling (even online), food, or fame. We
note its development. We want to help. We hesitate to
hurt. We know we will likely face the other’s denial, anger,
and strong resentment of our perceived intrusion.

That's when we must bear in mind that such
intervention is a form of that brotherly or sisterly
Christian love to which fidelity to Christ compels us. It is
certainly difficult, but a lot less difficult than the love the
Lord has for each of us, made manifest and proven by His
crucifixion and death, and so often unrequited by us
sinners.

We also need to remember the spiritual strength we
receive from the Holy Eucharist. St. Paul makes that
declaration in his letter to the Philippians (4:13): “l can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

All that's left then, for you and me, is a firm resolve to
get to work, as we are doing a labor of love.

God love you and give you His strength.

We are a welcoming community called to deepen and share our faith
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