
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4:30 pm
Sunday 8:30, 11:00am
Daily Masses 7:30am (Monday, Wednesday – Friday)

8:00am (First Saturdays)
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Every 
Wednesday, 7-8 pm and First Friday of the Month, 8 until 9am

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM – Praise God for His desire to give 
new life in Christ through Holy Baptism!  To learn more about 
Baptism for your child, parents must contact the Religious Educ. 
Office to arrange Baptismal Prep sessions and learn all the details

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Saturday, 3:30-4:20p, 
Sundays 8:00-8:20; 10:30-10:50 am, Wednesdays 7:00-8:00p and 
by appointment

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK – Those who 
are dangerously ill or facing serious surgery may receive this 
healing Sacrament.  Please contact Father John Maria to make 
arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY – Congratulations!  Couples 
must contact Father John at least six months in advance of desired 
date.  Marriage Preparation is required for proper celebration of a 
valid and Sacramental marriage. 

PROSPECTIVE GODPARENTS/SPONSORS asked to serve as 
Baptismal Godparents or Confirmation sponsor must request an
eligibility certificate from the parish priest.  To serve in this special 
role parishioners must: Be in full communion with the Catholic 
Church; Attend Mass weekly; have received Sacraments of 
Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation & Confirmation; Married 
individuals need be validly married in the Catholic Church.  Find 
form and info at www.stmaryskutztown.com/godparent-requests/
Please contact the Parish Office and allow 2 weeks to process.

HOMEBOUND – Parishioners homebound and unable to attend 
Mass please contact the Parish Office to arrange visitation, to 
receive Holy Communion 

HOSPITALIZED - Call the Rectory to notify of someone in the 
hospital so we can pray for and possibly visit them. Each hospital 
in our Diocesan boundaries is either covered by a local parish or 
has a priest on call at the hospital.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP - Welcome to St. Mary’s Parish! Please
contact the Parish Office to meet with Father John and become 
registered.  We also ask those who move to notify the parish 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – Education for parish children 
occurs September 13 through April.  Contact Religious Education 
office:  610-683-6454 for registration. 

Center-based
▪Levels 1 to 5 meet every week, Sundays, 9:40-10:50am
▪Level 6-8 meet the 2nd & 4th Sundays, 6-8pm
▪Youth ministry teens 9-12th grade are invited to join The Upper
Room.  See website for details.

PASTORAL MINISTRY

Pastor Fr John Maria

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Msgr Walter T. Scheaffer

Permanent Deacon Dcn. Howard Schultz

Coordinator/Religious Educ Mrs. Ann Pergosky

Director of Music Ministry Mrs. Anne Sitarik

    and Parish Secretary

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Ladies Auxiliary Theresa Bieak & Deb Massa

Men of St. Mary’s Mr. Tom Cengeri

O.C.I.A. Fr. John Maria

DIOCESAN INFORMATION

Diocesan Policies and Procedures on Youth Protection:  
www.allentowndiocese org

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:  

Wendy S Krisak, Direct Telephone: (800) 791-9209

Office of Safe Environment Secretary, Youth Protection and 
Catholic Human Services:  Pamela Russo, MSW, MS  ;  PO 
Box F, Allentown, 181-5-1538   Tele. 610-871-5200 x2204

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:  If you have an 
allegation of abuse against a bishop, please contact the 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service:
www.ReportBishopAbuse org or 800-276-1562 The loveliest 
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St Mary’s Church

14833 Kutztown Road Kutztown, PA 19530
www.StMarysKutztown com
www.facebook com/stmarysktown

Church, Meeting Rooms, Business & Parish Offices:

Phone : 610-683-7443 Fax : 610-683-7625

Email: Parish@StMarysKutztown com
Religious Education Center: 610-683-6454
Email: RelEd@StMarysKutztown com
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Mon 08-24 7:30a Richard Lewis

Tue -- No daily Mass on Tuesdays

Wed 08-26 7:30a Jesse and Eleanor Painter

Thu 08-27 7:30a John McDonnell

Fri 08-28 7:30a Anthony Alaimo

Sat 08-29 4:30p Fr. Edward Morris

Sun 08-30 8:30a Jack and David Ford

11:00a Schulz family

Blessed Sacrament candle in memory this week of 

Nicholas and Sophia Dubyk 

READINGS and CELEBRATIONS for the WEEK

Sun 08-23
21st Sunday Ordinary Time- Is Is 22:19-23; Ro 

11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20

Mon 08-24 Rev 21:9b-14; Jn 1:45-51

Tue 08-25 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Mt 23:23-26

Wed 08-26 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Mt 23:27-32

Thu 08-27 1 Co 1:1-9; Mt 24:42-51

Fri 08-28 1 Co 1:17-25; Mt 25:1-13

Sat 08-29 1 Co 1:26-31 (430); Mk 6:17-29

Sun 08-30
22nd Sunday Ordinary Time- Jr 20:7-9; Ro 12:1-

2; Mt 16:21-27

THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK

Music Ministry

4:30p
Spanier, Amelia Spanier, Chris

Casey, Peggy Casey, Peggy

8:30a
Spanier, Chris Spanier, Amelia

Cebenko, Steve Cebenko, Steve

11:00a
Pirnot, Tom Thomas, Cathy

Talarico, Tim Talarico, Tim

EXTRAORDINARY EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY

4:30p
Klopp, Daryl Arnold, Vince

Otruba, Pam Arnold, Ellen

8:30a
Sedlack, Tom Pangrazi, Dana

Cengeri, Tom Schlesselman, John

11:00a
Wanner, Theresa Gallagher, John

Neumann, Sue Pirnot, Ann

Collection Info OLG In Church Expenses

Regular Collection $4,447.00 $5,506.05 $10,859.02

Building Fund $1,000.00

Capital Campaign $300.00 $145.00

Parish Partnership $150.00 $20.00

Assumption of Mary $155.00 $1,134.00

Other Collections $5.00 $400.00

HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING?

1. Visit www.stmaryskutztown.com & choose online
giving.

2. Complete the online registration form. It's that
simple! For info or help contact parish office.

Logan Alkons

Jack Anton

Evie Barletta

Patrick Behm

Greg Bradford

Monica Bradford

Bradford family

William G. Brady

Charles Brown

Casey, Nathan &
newborns

Meaghan Clark

Collene

C J Dober

Dave Ebling

Trent Eidle

Patricia Farabaugh

Hayes Fulmer

Joe Galantino

Michelle Galantino

Mark Garza 

Sandra George 

Joe Giachero 

Lucy Ginsiorsky 

Emilie Glanding

Bijou Greenwood 

Devon Hanna 

Jacqueline Hartz 

Kathy Henry 

Glenn Hertzog

Vicente Ilustre

Lillian Karch

Michael Karch

Jane Kern

Milton Kern

Henry Kryeski

Edward Law

Rosemary Law

Eva Malanczuk

Dennis Martinsen

Adena Mertz

Barbara Mertz

Barry Miller

Sharon Miller 

Elaine O. Miller

Geoff Miller

Nikolette Nolte 

Bill Pettit

Epifania Pilandas

Nina Presuto

Kerry Rauenzahn

Donna Redline

Pat Regensburger

Rosemarie Reimert

Renee

Nina Hertzog 
Rundle

Tina Scatamacchia

Bruce Schaeffer

Carol Sheetz

Jim Sherman

Tracy Snyder

Nicole Sosik

Arlene Stadalnik

Todd Tanis

Ralph Touch

Amy Turko

Brenda Wagaman

Debbie Weidler

Bonnie Wessner

Patricia West Ensor

Colleen Wolff 

Lord for your faithful people life is 

changed not ended.  We pray for all 

those, known and unknown to us, 

who have died.

Please Pray for all those serving our nation

Michael Barron

Andrew Barthol

Callaghan Coles

Katherine Connelly

Keith Essig

Ryan Flanagan

Kale Follweiler

Darrin Gorman

Diane Henry 

Cmdr. Jason Hoch

Dan King 

Spencer Morris

Heather O’Donnell

Menaka Nayyar & 
Anthony Pirnot 

Cillian Pursell 

Carmine Anthony 
Ricciardi

Jake Schmeck

Luke Sedlack

Phillip Talarico

Steve Ziegler

PARISH PRAYER LISTS ask intervention for those ill or in need of 
prayer.  Please let us know if your intention is, or is not, still in 

need of prayer.

Mass Intentions
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EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Sun 08.23 21ST
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  2nd Collection – Mission Cooperative to benefit 

MISSIONARIES OF THE SACRED HEART, CENTER 

VALLEY, PA 

 Parish Picnic, 12:30p

Tue 08.25 Agapé Faith Sharing, 11a 

 Parish Directory Photos, by appt., 2-8:30p 

Wed 08.26 ESL volunteer training, 10a 

 Parish Directory Photos, by appt., 2-8:30p 

Rita’s Fundraiser, in Kutztown, 6-8p 

Thu 08.27 Parish Directory Photos, by appt., 2-8:30p 

Fri 08.28 Parish Directory Photos, by appt., 2-8:30p 

Sat 08.29 Parish Directory Photos, by appt., 9:30a-3:30p 

 Hischak-Weiland wedding, 1p

 Pray the Rosary, 4p

  2nd Collection – Parish Partnership 

EVENTS NEXT WEEK 

Sun 08.30 22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  2nd Collection – Parish Partnership 

Tue 09.01 Faith Sharing, 10a 

 Ladies Auxiliary Covered Dish dinner mtg, 6p 

Wed 09.02 Handiwork from the Heart meeting, 10a 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7p 

Thu 09.03 Music Ministry, 7p 

Fri 09.04 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 7-8p 

Sat 09.05 1st Saturday daily Mass, 8a 

Pray the Rosary, 4p 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE submit info for August a full 2 
2 weeks in advance. Thank you 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Are you new to the parish?  Over 
18? Call 610-683-7443 to register. Inform us if you are moving.

Holy Father’s Prayer for August— evangelization in the 
city:  Let us pray that in large cities often marked by 

anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the 
Gospel, discovering creative paths to build community 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION

for 2026-2027  

Classes begin on Sept. 13! 

visit:  www.stmaryskutztown.com 

COME PLAY and PRAY WITH US! 
Moms in the parish are looking to start a 
parent/toddler group here at St. Mary’s. 
Build Faith and Friendships! For questions 
& comments click on QR code! 

COPY PAPER BOXES:  St. Mary’s Holiday 
Bazaar has an immediate need for copy 

paper boxes with lids.  If you can spare any 
boxes call Cindy: 484-793-3131 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: On Thursday, Sept 10 at 7pm men 
of the parish are invited to attend a very important 
organizational meeting for St. Mary’s new Knights of 
Columbus Council in the Social Hall of the Religious Ed Ctr 
 Wives are also invited to attend.  Representatives from the 
Knights will provide info about the Knights, review the 

steps involved with forming a council, 
where we are in the process, and what 
happens next.  Potential members will be 
invited to formally register for membership 
and receive info about upcoming 
membership initiation events. 

ESL OPPORTUNITY AT ST MARY'S! Our parish will host a 
pilot program to assist our Spanish speaking brothers and 
sisters in our community.   The Literacy Council of 
Reading/Berks will offer Adult English as a Second 
Language (ESL) classes in the Rel. Ed. Center, mid-Sept. 
through mid-Dec. Adult English language learners often 
request tutors who will work with them one-on-one to 
enhance their learning. 
 Interested volunteer tutors please contact ESL 
Coordinator Barbe Fogarty barbefogarty@gmail.com. Tutor 
training and materials provided.  Tutors usually meet with 
their students 1-2 hours per week, prior to class meeting.   
Please consider this special opportunity to share your gifts.  

REFLECTION—FATHER JOHN MARIA

In our readings, we’re reminded that the Lord came to 
shepherd, teach and save people of every nation, in every 
generation, even after He would ascend into heaven. 

A central part of His plan was the Church. In our Gospel 
from Matthew 16, we see the founding of HIS Church. 
“Upon this Rock, I will build MY church, and the gates of 
the netherworld shall not prevail against it.” 

Clearly, Jesus intended there to be One Church that 
would endure the test of time, and whose teaching could be 
trusted.  In His plan, He entrusted His authority to the 
twelve apostles– this is what He means when He gave the 
power to “bind and loose.”  But among the Twelve, one 
would have a unique authority.  Only Simon Peter was 
given the “keys to the kingdom.” 

The keys represent a particular authority on behalf of the 
King.  We see its roots in the OT, in our first reading from 
Isaiah 22, when Eliakim was given the key of the Davidic 
Kingdom.  He was the “Prime Minister”, ruling with 
authority of the King. 

This is the background of Jesus giving the keys to Peter, 
who would be the prime minister and leader of the Twelve. 
He was the Vicar of Christ the King. He would later be 
understood to be the first Bishop of Rome - the first Pope.  

The early Church understood this authority – given to 
Peter and the Apostles -- to be passed on to succeeding 
generations.  The Catholic Church continues to teach with 
this authority through this gift of “apostolic succession.” 

Jesus understood the weakness of the apostles all too well, 
so He would not be surprised of the personal weakness of 
later generations.  This is precisely why He guards the 
teaching of His Church, so that His sheep in every 
generation will know His Voice!   

Praise God for His love and His truth, shown forth in 
every generation in His Church! Pray for Pope Leo, 
successor of Saint Peter! 
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THE LORD CALLS EACH AND EVERY SOUL TO KNOW HIS 

LOVE AND MERCY.    Each of us is called to strive to know 
Him in the fullness of Truth, and not to settle
for partial truths, passing fads or imitations 
that can never satisfy the longing of our hearts.  
    He founded His Church upon the Rock of 
Peter to teach with His authority.  He sent the 
apostles forth to baptize in the Name of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  He entrusted these 
truths & these graces to the Catholic Church.

    Do you have a friend or loved one open to hearing this 
call of Christ, and to being received into the Catholic 

Church?   Might YOU be that someone who has been a 
friend of St. Mary’s parish, but have hesitated to take the 
step toward becoming Catholic?

    Jesus is still calling!   At 7:00pm, Sept. 17, St. Mary’s 
parish will host an Information Night in the REC to discuss 
the call of Jesus, and to explain the process beginning this 
Fall.  There is no pressure or obligation to commit 
immediately.

    The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a 
prayer and study journey, culminating in union with Christ 
at Easter 2027. 

    For more info, no need to wait ’til Sept!  Contact Fr. 
John Maria at 610-683-7443. We’d love for you to join us!

A Word About: Missionary Cooperative Collection

This week, we host the Missionary Cooperative collection. 
We are asked to support the Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart, USA Province, located in Center Valley, PA.   Their 
global focus reaches the South Pacific to Columbia to Papua 
New Guinea building chapels, clinics and orphanages, and 
supports schools, health centers and houses of formation.  
Your support facilitates their care for the poor—materially, 
or spiritually—to bring God’s compassionate and tender 
love to all.  Learn more https://www.misacor-usa.org/

Your support Aug. 22/23 is most appreciated

FAREWELL AND GOD BLESS MR. JOE BAILEY!  It’s been a 
great blessing to have Deacon-Candidate Joe Bailey with us 
for weekend Masses since May. Joe is studying and 
preparing to be ordained a Permanent Deacon for the 
Diocese of Allentown in 2028. His summer internship at St. 
Mary's will conclude on Aug. 23. He’s been a great help to 
us! Please extend a warm parish farewell to Mr. Bailey and 
keep him, and all of our deacon candidates, in your prayers.

PIEROGIE/KITCHEN HELP:  Since 1995 a dedicated 
group of people has made over 30,000 pierogies 

and other delicious foods for St Mary’s Holiday 
Bazaar.  Our group of kitchen help continues to 

turnover, and we need some new helpers this 
year.  Could you share a couple of hours?

We make *pierogies Mondays after Labor Day.  It takes 
about 6 hours, and involves about 12 different jobs; half of 

them are sit-down jobs.  *Make Soup on Mondays in 

October; *Make Haluski the week of the Bazaar.
With fresh faces like YOURS will we continue to be able 

to make these sought-after, homemade Bazaar foods.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR COOKIES:  Rolled, decorated cookies 

are very popular at the Holiday Bazaar.  Here’s an easy

recipe.  Donate cookie dough or the ingredients to REC 
in time for baking 12n-3p Tuesdays Sept 08--Oct 20. Call 
Carm  610-683-5931 or Valetta: 610-926-3910.

ABC Cookies

5 c flour 3 eggs 1 tsp cream of tartar

2 c sugar 1 tsp baking soda ½ tsp vanilla

¾ lb. melted butter

Mix all ingredients together and divide into 3 patties.  
Wrap in waxed paper and chill overnight.  Roll out and cut 

into shapes.  Decorate & bake, 350 for 8-10 minutes.

BASKET RAFFLE DONATIONS NEEDED: Ladies Auxiliary 
seeks Basket Raffle donations for the Nov. 07 Holiday 
Bazaar.  Donations may include:

Money to help purchase basket items 

Basket filler, i.e. Styrofoam, grass or 
tissue paper 

Local business gift cards - contact Donna 

Feiertag first

Items on Amazon list – see QR Code  

To donate a needed item, use the QR 

code below to view the Amazon list “St. Mary’s Raffle 

Basket Donation” where you can make a purchase to 
complete our current baskets.  Items can be shipped 
directly to Donna Feiertag. Donation deadline: Sun. Oct. 4 

Any contribution, large or small, is greatly appreciated 
and will help make our Basket Raffle a success.  Questions?

Donna Feiertag: 484-387-9323.  Thank you!

gg
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AUGUST-NATIONAL MAKE-A-WILL MONTH:  The Diocese 
of Allentown  shares a free will-writing tool to steward your 
family, finances, and faith.  Estate planning is an act of 
faithfulness to empower you to honor the blessings you’ve 
received from God.  Consider creating a will that includes a 
legacy gift for your parish.  Visit, at no cost,  
FreeWill.com/AllentownDiocese  

SUMMIT OF FAITH:  9a-2p, Aug 29, Carbon Co. 
Environmental Ed. Ctr.  Join other diocesan young adults 
for in God’s creation.  Inspired by adventurous faith of St. 
Pier Giorgio Frassati, strengthen your faith, community & 

put your faith into action bring work gloves.  Lunch provided, 

$10 p/p. register info: zhodgskin@allentowndiocese.org 

HEALING SERVICE:  7-10p, Aug. 29, St. Francis de Sales, 
Robesonia, August 29. The evening includes praise and 
worship, preaching the Gospel, and individual prayer teams 
available for anyone seeking healing. All are welcome, no 
registration required.  

DAILY MASS WITH BISHOP SCHLERT:  Join Bishop Schlert 
for Daily Mass at parishes throughout the Diocese as we 
come together in faith and unity: 

 Sept. 03 – 8:00a, Holy Trinity, Whitehall 

 Sept. 09 – 6:00p, St. Peter the Fisherman, Lake Harmony 

 Sept. 16 – 8:00a, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Bethlehem 

 Sept. 17 – 8:00a, Holy Family (St. Michael the Archangel 

Church), Minersville 

LOVE JESUS BACK HOLY HOUR:  6p, Sept. 08, St. Theresa, 
Hellertown, with Fr. Brendon Laroche.  Thank the Lord for 
His great love and pray for those who do not yet.  Potluck 
dinner precedes Holy Hour:  sign up for dinner:   
www.tinyurl.com/4t34wr58 

SEPT 11-RED, WHITE & BLUE MASS:  8:46a, Fri. Sept 11, 
Cathedral of St Catherine of Siena, Allentown.  Mass begins 
at 8:46a in remembrance of the moment the World Trade 
Center’s North Tower was struck on Sept. 11, 2001.  Police, 
firefighters, first responders, health care workers, military, 
legal professionals, elected officials and their families are 
warmly invited.  Those who serve are encouraged to wear 
uniforms.  Reception with speaker Sr. Deirdre Byrne, MD, 
retired army colonel, and consecrated religious, who served 
at ground zero, will follow at 10a.

UPCOMING CURSILLO RETREAT WEEKENDS:  Cursillo has 
been a powerful means of spiritual growth for Catholics 
throughout our diocese as well as Catholics around the 
world for decades.  It's been a great blessing in Fr John 
Maria's life as well! Last year, parishioners Tim Talarico 
and Elaine Turner found Cursillo to be a powerful 
experience. 
 This year’s weekends are as follows:  Men: Thurs 
Evening 9/17 to Sunday Afternoon 9/20.  Women: Thurs 
Evening 9/24 to Sun Afternoon 9/27.  Must be 18yrs of age 
to attend. Weekends are held at Mariawald Retreat House 
in Shillington. 
 For more information call or text: Beth Pawlik: 610-781-
2935 or ask Fr. John pastor@stmaryskutztown.com   

GOLDEN HAWK GOLF CLASSIC:  9:30a Shotgun start, Sept. 
28, Woodstone Country Club.  Golf, camaraderie, and 
support for BeCaHi Athletics.  $150/golfer to support 
student athletes and athletics.  Email:  events@becahi.org  

MSC OKTOBERFEST:  12-5p, Oct. 11, at Reading 
Liederkranz. Hosted by and for the Missionary Sisters of the Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. Enjoy an authentic German 

Oktoberfest!  With *Live Music and Dancing with the Josef 
Kroboth Band 1:00-4:00!  *$20 entrance fee online or at the 
door (under 18 free); *An outdoor celebration in a scenic, 
accessible grove HEATED pavilion, open-air seating first-
come basis (groups of 6+ may reserve a table)  *Authentic 
German Food and Beer ordered by guests at cash/credit food & 

beverage stands.  *Reserve, sponsor or donate: 

www.mscreading.org  cwhitmoyer@mscreading.org  

PILGRIMAGE TO GREECE:  Oct. 11-21, 2026.  Walk in the 
footsteps of St. Paul with Fr. Allen Hoffa and HGA parish.  
Package includes airfare, motorcoach, & 3-night cruise to 
Thessaloniki, Kalambaka and Athens.  Info:  visit 
www.hgaparish.com/post/walk-in-the-footsteps-of-st-paul-
with-fr-hoffa-friends-in-october-2026  $5,595/pp double 
occupancy.  $500 deposit pp; final payment due Aug. 03.   

DIOCESAN MEN’S CONFERENCE-COME HOME TO MARY, 
MOTHER OF THE CHURCH”:  8a-4p, Nov. 21 at DeSales Univ. 

Center, Center Valley.  Join a powerful day of faith, 
fellowship and spiritual renewal specifically for men.  
Included speakers, prayer and fellowship.  Concluded with 

Mass, celebrated by Bishop Schlert.  Early Bird registration 

until Sept. 08. Info: 610-334-0330 Markmcd@outlook.com  

FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS FUNDRAISER: Donate $5 to 
HGA Regional School to receive a 25% OFF Boscov’s 
discount pass for the Wed. Oct. 21 Friends Helping Friends 
Sale Day. You might also win a $100 Boscov’s Gift Card.  
Visit tinyurl.com/hgaboscovs26 or email 
development@hgaschool.org   

WORD OF LIFE:  “Death is a decisive moment in the human 
person’s encounter with God the Savior. Helping the 
Christian to experience this moment with spiritual 
assistance is a supreme act of charity. It encompasses the 
patient with the solid support of human relationships to 
accompany them and open them to hope… While palliative 
care cannot entirely eradicate suffering from people’s lives, 
it provides an authentic expression of human and Christian 
care—allowing us to ‘remain’ at the side of a suffering 
person, as the Blessed Mother and the beloved disciple 
remained at the foot of the Cross.” ~ USCCB Secretariat of Pro-

Life Activities; www.usccb.org/prolife/witness-good-samaritan-

palliative-care-and-hospice 

STRUGGLING WITH SEXUAL ADDICTION? Help is available. 
There is now a Sexaholics Anonymous Group in central 
Berks County. For more info or to speak with a member of 
the Lumen Christi Commission (LCC), the diocesan 
response to issue of pornography, please contact LCC 
Commission Chair Fr. Allen Hoffa at 610-921-2729 ext. 
2205 or adlumenchristi@allentowndiocese.org All inquiries 
are confidential. 
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REFLECTION… by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
Surveys are to some web sites like ants to picnics. Part of 
life and hard to avoid. But if Jesus gets involved in 
anything, even a survey, we have to pay attention. We 
just heard (or read about) Our Lord conducting a survey 
of His chosen men.

First, the locale. Usually significant in the gospels. We’re 
in Caesarea Philippi, a predominantly Gentile city north of 
Palestine. Originally known as Panias because of a shrine 
built there to honor the god, Pan. When Herod the 
Great’s son Philip became tetrarch, he rebuilt the city and 
named it Caesarea to honor Tiberius the emperor…He 
cleaned and dressed it up (not with a ballroom) and 
added his name so the emperor would know it.

So here, among impressive Roman marble and plentiful 
statues of pagan gods, Jesus asks the Apostles two 
important questions:

“Who do men say that I am?” and then “Who do you 
say that I am?”

We can assume a stunned silence from the group and 
then a list of possibilities before Peter pipes up, as he is 
wont to do, with the correct answer: “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God!” “Wow!” we think.
“Peter sure got it right!” And Jesus wholeheartedly 
agrees. (Try to remember this scene next Holy Thursday 
night, when Peter vehemently denies Jesus to the servant 
girl in the high priest’s garden when she confronts him 
hovering by the fire.)

Jesus rightly pinpoints the source of Peter’s insight as 
the Holy Spirit within him. Then He gives Peter the keys 
to the kingdom, with power and authority of office that 
begins here and brings us right to Leo XIV from Chicago!

Rather than defend the papacy to all sorts of critics out 
there in cyberspace, I’d rather reflect on what St. Peter’s 
answer to Christ means for you and me. But what does it 
mean? Certainly, the endurance of the Church for more 
than twenty centuries comes to mind. That plus the 
comfort of knowing with certainty the Church’s purpose. 
The realization that its central truths about Jesus are 
forever. That no other plan on how to live is as responsive 
to God’s will as that of Christianity. Certainly, I must add 
that we are part of the only Church with a pope as 
successor to Peter.

But now comes the question right at you and me this 
summer Sunday. Who do you say Christ is? Your answer 
and mine determine everything. We shouldn’t need a 
survey to tell us. Allow me to close with a quote that fits 
the situation: “The true Christian is a person who is right-
side-up in a world that is upside down.”

God love you and give you His peace.

EXPLORE *NEW* DIOCESAN EMPLOYMENT OPENINGS 

Visit:  www allentowndiocese.org/about/employment

HGA REGIONAL SCHOOL SEEKS:  6-8th Grade Math, 
Science and ELA teachers.  Join an incredible team and 
make an impact on students every day!  Apply:  610-929-
4124 or kelpre@hgaschool.org

Make time for our New Directory!  

Our Church Directory will not be 

complete without YOU!

Photography appointments are still available for 

Sept. 18 and 19. We’d love to get from today’s 25% 

up to 100% participation.  

Have you attended St. Mary’s and not registered 

yet?  Now is the time to schedule your photo and 

get registered in the parish, all at once! You’ll 

receive your free photo directory and find it’s a 

great way to get—and keep—in touch with the 

parish family.  Please schedule your appointment.  

We are working hard on this project for you.  View 

sample directories at the appointment table.  

Schedule your photography appointment time for 

August 25 to August 29 AND **Sept 18/19**.

*Online scheduling is available on weekdays.

*In-person scheduling is available in the Gathering

Area after weekend Masses or call 610-683-7443.

To schedule appointment online (on weekdays):

Visit Universal Church Directories: www.ucdir.com

Click on the box on the right side of the homepage entitled 

“photography appointment scheduling login”

Enter your church code pa1295

Enter your church password John

Click on the Enter button

Click on the desired photography date

Click on the Reserve Time button beside the desired 

photography appointment time

Enter the appropriate information in all “starred” fields

Click on the Schedule Appointment button at the bottom of 

the screen to reserve the photography appointment time in 

your family’s name

If you have more than six family members being 

photographed, please reserve two appointments 

consecutively (such as 6:00 and 6:10)

Print the next screen to use as a reminder of your family’s 

photography appointment

Contact Sue Neumann 484-955-8180 or Anne Sitarik 610-

413-0449 or see volunteers after Masses to change or

cancel your photography appointment.

When you have received our Lord, since he really y , y
dwells within you, try to shut the eyes of your y , y y y
body and open those of your soul; look into p y ;

your heart. ~ St Teresa of Ávila
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RICHARD L.RICHARD L.
GESCHWINDTGESCHWINDT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

203 E. NOBLE AVENUE
SHOEMAKERSVILLE, PA 19555

Phone: 610-562-7125

2 Locations! Open Sunday!
Locally owned and operated, Ozgood’s Neighborhood 

Grill & Bar in Robesonia, PA and Kutztown, PA has been 
serving great food and beverages since 1997. Both 
locations off er our unique menu and friendly casual 

dining scene the whole family will enjoy!

Seafood, Steaks, Chicken, Burgers, Sandwiches, Wings and More!

Banquet Facilities ♦ Weekly Specials

Friday/Saturday Specials ♦ Holiday Menus

Russell P. Walbert, F.D., Supervisor

14390 Kutztown, Road

Fleetwood, PA 19522

Russ@WalbertFuneralHome.com

(610) 944-9900

Personal Service with our On-Site Crematory

HAHN EXTERIORS
Decks • Fences • Sunrooms

Windows • Siding
Honest High Quality Work For 

St. Mary Families

3617 Kutztown Rd., Laureldale

610-929-2832
www.hahnexteriors.comw

CENTURY 21®

Gold
C: 610-507-3520

O: 610-779-2500 ext. 6330
anthonyborellisellshomes.com

ANTONIO BORELLI

REALTOR®

Buy or Sell with 

me and 10% of 

my proceeds will 

be donated to 

St. Mary’s Church.BEFORE YOU GET

IN A RIDE SHARE

STOP | ASK

MATCH | INFORM

SAMI

in remembrance of

ASK

R&R Tree 
Service

Trimming - Removal 
Lot Clearing - Stump 
Grinding - Planting 
Mulching - Long & 

Short Hauling

Robert A. Roth
610-682-2856 - Free Estimates

Fully Insured - 19 Penn St. PO Box 79, Lyons PA

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

Michele Barron

mbarron@jppc.net 
 484.300.2062

Space 

Available

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

WORSHIP

WITH US

the latest deals, offers & events 
by your bulletin sponsors
t
bb
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Joseph J. Blasiol, D.O. Jeff ery J. Jones, D.O.

72 E. Washington Street

Topton, PA 19562
6 1 0 - 6 8 2 - 7 1 3 1
Offi  ce Hours By Appointment

Mae A. Stump Funeral Home, Inc.

David W. Weber, Supervisor

117 West Main Street � Fleetwood   610-944-7621

,, pppppp

Trust Our Family With Yours

Estate Planning & Elder Law

P: (610) 562-2000

www.antanavagefarbiarz.com

Serving 

Berks

 County

Multiple Locations

Video Visits  Available

Call for appointment 

570-516-9647

A Lifestyle Medicine Practice

Lifestyle Medicine - Education Programs
Preoperative Medical Consultations

Internal Medicine Consultations

Dr. Jeanne Gricoski

ONE FREE
$7 Dryer Ball

with a $20 purchase
Refill Laundry Dish
Castile Shampoos      
Skincare
Pet Care - Mason Jar Lids

Zero Waste Store

At Renniger’s 
740 Noble Street, Kutztown

Bell           Hardware
1051 Trexlertown Road
Trexlertown, PA 18087

Joe Rudderow - Owner

(610) 395-1132
Open - 7 days

Traeger/Weber/Big Green Egg

Stihl/EGO/Craftsman
Ben Moore/Clark & Kensington

Yeti/Solo/Ace Rewards

Shop 24/7 - bellacehardware.com

Scan Here
to view 

the Annual 
Comprehensive 

Financial 
Report

Serving with integrity 
leading by example

BERKS COUNTY

CONTROLLER

berkspa.gov/departments/controller

Paid for by Team Rudderow

Birds � Cats � Dogs
Exotics � Reptiles

610-683-5353
15620 Kutztown Road, Kutztown, PA 

www.kutztownanimalhospital.com

NEW CLIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME

Dr. Bridget McMahon
DVM, Owner

Family Care For Your Special Pet

WHAT WOULD

JesusDO?
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