SAINT MARY

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Are you envious because I am MASS SCHEDULE
generous? Thus, the last will be WEEKEND MASS

first, and the first will be last. Anticipated Sunday Mass
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday Mass
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

DAILY MASS
Monday - Saturday
9:00 a.m.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE

MATTHEW 20:15-16

Saturday Morning
9:30 am to 10:00 am

Saturday Afternoon
2:45 pm to 3:45 pm
To schedule a confession, contact
solzinski@churchofsaintmary.org

Reverend James M. Cox
Pastor

CONTACT US!

Saint Mary Roman Catholic Church
43 Spring Mount Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473
Phone: (610) 287-8156
Fax: (610) 287-4226
Website:
www.churchofsaintmary.org
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OFFICE CENTER STAFF & HOURS

Reverend James M. Cox Pastor
frcox@churchofsaintmary.org
Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure
Deacon Donald O. Nichols
dnichols@churchofsaintmary.org
Mrs. Kathleen Wasniewski
kwaz@churchofsaintmary.org
Mrs. Susan Rodzewich Director of Communications
srodz@churchofsaintmary.org & Stewardship
Mrs. Sandra Olzinski Administrative Asst. to Pastor;
solzinski@churchofsaintmary.org Office Manager,
& Coordinator of Safe Environment
Administrative Assistant

Weekend Assistant
Permanent Deacon

Business Manager

Mrs. Karen Bakey
kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org

Ms. Peggy Hinson

Ms. Nadine Keller

Parish Office Center
610-287-8156 1 Website: churchofsaintmary.org
Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Head Sacristan
Campus Custodian

Mrs. Kathleen WasnhiewsKki
kwaz@churchofsaintmary.org

Coordinator, Religious
Education; Principal
of PREP

Mr. John Coen Campus Security

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
610-287-8156 (Day) T 610-287-7757 (Evening)

PREP Classes: 1st thru 7th Level (Sept. - May)
Monday: 6:30 - 7:45 p.m.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Summer Vacation! CLOW resumes October, 2026.

Mrs. Heather Sickinger
hsickinger@smsk-8.org

Principal, Saint Mary Schoof

Mrs. Stephanie Gohn Enrofiment
enroliment@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Alexis Moyer Advancement

advancement@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Marian Hoover

frontdesk@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Betty Moyer

frontdesk@smsk-8.org

Morning Secretary

Afternoon Secretary

Saint Mary Catholic School
610-287-7757 T Website: smsk-8.org
Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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PREP STAFF & HOURS

SAINT MARY SCHOOL STAFF & HOURS

s
New Parishioners

If you have recently moved into
our community, welcome! Please
call the Parish Office Center to
register.

Sacrament of Baptism

Baptisms are celebrated on the
second and fourth Sundays of
each month immediately following
the Noon Mass. First time parents
must attend Pre-Jordan Class
held on the 3rd Sundays of the
month at 6pm. Contact the Parish
Office Center to schedule baptism
or to pre-register for the class.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact the
Parish Office Center at least six
months prior to the wedding date.
Pre-Cana session is required.

Pastoral Care of the Sick

If you know of anyone who is
sick, elderly or homebound,
please notify the Parish Office
Center for arrangements.

Sponsor Certificates
Certificates are needed in order
to be a baptism or confirmation
sponsor. To be eligible you:
+ Must be at least 16 years old
+ Must have received the
sacraments of Baptism, 1st
Communion and Confirmation
« If married, must have been
married in a Catholic Church
or a Convalidation Ceremony
« Must be a registered and
active member of Saint Mary

Parish.
Please call the Parish Office
Center at least 1 month in

advance of date needed.

SCRIP Gift Card Program
Call the Parish Office Center for
information on this program.




Earlier this vear a meta-analysis in Advances in Psychological Science found a correlation between having a
heightened sense of self-rightecusness and what is called “third-party punishment,” meaning punishing someone for a
perceived infraction, even when you are not the victim of that infraction. An earlier study in the Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology found that people are eager to express outrage and punish wrongdoers even when there is no
identifiable personal benefit, because moralistic behavior signals our moral character to others.

Worrying contemporary factors aggravate this phenomenon. We live in a culture that diminishes the role of sin and
personal culpability while amplifying our sense of self. Social media encourages the creation of curated versions of
ourselves that foreground our “best version of ourselves” while concealing our vices or shortcomings. We inhabit a
deracinated, atomized society in which we know and are known by few people, but, ironically, are beholden to an
obsession with celebrity — not only actual celebrities, but the cult of celebrity, where we aspire to be celebrated through
“likes” and “shares.” Much of this digital culture primes us for both virtue signaling and participation in “cancel
culture.”

It’s alarming, not only because of the likelihood of unjustly ruining reputations and careers, but because of what this
paradigm does to the souls of those who participate in it. We don’t know these online people, and are rarely privy to
sufficient context to effectively evaluate them. Yet we caustically comment on the public, viral misdeeds of others —
parenting decisions, relationship choices, appearance, or social etiquette. How could such behavior not do bad things
to our souls?

The Church offers a different way of understanding correction, a truly Christian ethic based on a proper anthropology,
an understanding of human weakness, of repentance, forgiveness, and redemption that enables us to overcome errors.
It does good, both for the one being corrected, as well as the one correcting.

At Sunday Mass earlier this month, we read: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you
and him alone.” (Matthew 18:15) This is a method of correction that is discreet, respectful, and premised on the
existence of a relationship, someone we know, with whom there exists a degree of trust and social currency. That
correction, in turn, is not a way of burnishing our own moral credentials, but a desire for metanoia and the
strengthening of personal bonds. We admonish the wayward because we love them and desire their good.

Another component of the Christian conception of correction is the prudential evaluation of circumstances. Is the
person we perceive to be in the wrong capable of receiving correction? It not, attempting to do so may very well retard
that person’s ability to receive correction later.

Even if we think someone capable of listening to us, we may be rebuffed, and must prudently judge whether the error
1s s0 egregious as to be raised in a broader setting, which could very well also provoke evils worse than the first one.
Perhaps, the offense is simply worth patiently suffering and praying over. It’s dissatisfying but often the best option,
because many wrongs, though censurable, risk causing far more harm if they are publicly exposed.

The sacrament of penance provides another proper forum for confrontation and repentance, because all Catholics are
expected to regularly examine their consciences according to an objective standard of justice, and confess sins to a
priest offering absolution in persona Christi. Many Catholics do not avail themselves of this incomparable gift. But
those who do, even those stubbornly resistant to perceiving their own sins, enter into a framework where they are
humbly willing to be instructed and strengthened by sacramental grace.

I knew a laywoman serving in a variety of authority roles in the Church who became incensed at yet another round of
clergy sex abuse. She publicly declared on social media that she would no longer financially support the annual
bishop’s Lenten appeal — and encouraged others to do the same.

However justified her indignation, attacking the bishop’s Lenten appeal — used primarily to fund seminarian formation
—was a punishment both irrelevant to and incommensurate with the crime. What, after all, was the intended goal of the
protest? To express frustration with the bishop’s handling of sex-abuse allegations? Okav, but how did effectively
kneecapping seminarian formation achieve that end?

No doubt, there is much evil in the world today, both inside and cutside the Church. But we must be disceming and
careful regarding how we react to that evil, lest rather than mitigating wrongdoing, we compound it, or create new
problems. The unfortunate truth of the matter is that “third-party punishment” is a drug to which many of us are
addicted.

Yet for Catholics, this presents a prime opportunity for holiness and evangelism. A culture beholden to “third-party
punishment™ is one defined by anxiety and the fear that something vou do may make vou the object of public scorn
and derision.

(Continued on page 5.)




MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday
4:00 p.m
Sunday
730 a.m.
9:00 a.m
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
Monday
9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday
9:00 a.m.
Thursday
9:00am
Friday
9:00 a.m.
Saturday
9:00 a.m.

4:00 p.m.

Sunday

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

September 19

Mark Gimber - Mom

September 20 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish
Ruth Kelley - daughter, Catherine Gordon
Intentions of Fred Figg - Marianne Figg

John Harris - wife, Sally Ann Harris

September 21 Saint Matthew

Thomas Hanna - Paul & Eileen Lucas
September 22 Weekday

Jack Janoski - Tom Dewees & Family
September 23 Saint Pius of Pietrelcina
Intentions of our Grandchildren - Barbara & John Baier
September 24 Weekday

Deceased Members Orsini Family - Dot Orsini
September 25 Weekday

Eileen & Eddie - AnitaTimmins

September 26 Saints Cosmos & Damian
Intentions of Don & Brandy Cahill's Anniversary -
Cahill Family

Intentions of Katie & Jonathon's 1st Anniversary -
mother, SJ McCurdy

September 27 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish
Mary Ellen McLaughlin - Steve & Karen Bakey
Mary Ellen MclLaughlin - Suzette

All Those Enrolled in the Memaorial Fund

Weekly Memorial Intentions

CHURCH

Rose for Life
In memory of John Harris
Requested by wife, Sally Ann
Rose for Resurrection
In honor of
Requested by
Sanctuary Lamp
In memory of Debbie Cassel
Requested by Steve Cassel
Altar Candles
In memory of
Requested by
Altar Bread and Wine
In memory of
Requested by
Altar Flowers
In memory of
Requested by

CHAPEL

Vigil Light

In memory of Mary Roy Zollin

Requested by brother, Paul
Sanctuary Lamp

In memory of Marianne T. Wilson

Requested by Rob & Ann Smith
Altar Candles

In memory of Paul Casazza

Reqguested by Suzette

{if vou are interested in Mass intentions or Memorifal in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact the Parish office Center.
Memorials are for one week and begin at the Salurday 4.00 p.m. Mass.

Donations. Announced Mass: $10, Unannounced Mass. $5
Rose for Life, Rose for Resurrection & Vigil Light | $5, Sanctuary Lamp: $10
Altar Candies: $20, Altar Bread & Wine: $50, Altar Flowers: $200

LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 19 - SEPTEMBER 20

CELEBRANT LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC
4:00 PM Fr. Cox ﬁ: nggm:: Beve rg'rﬁ},vr?eeded] A8 r.lé(}e(su pret, Rembisz
7:30 AM MMess%rfe Busedu Kirl\g;:rc[:i!‘o:ggged] Cornely & Reo Quiet
2:A0.50 Mestie BBk Bickel (f needed) i g e Qlzin=ki
10:30 AM Fr. Cox Dyer Pi"a"B(’i?‘i',{eded, Aad I Hamilton, Youth Choir
12:00 PM Fr. Cox Roth M. Gallis (IF needed) J.. M., & E. Rhuberg | Organ/ Cantor

UPCOMING LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 26 - SEPTEMBER 27

CELEBRANT LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC

2 Bushe Bluhm, Kiefrider,
4:00 PM Fr.Cox Falconero Beverly (if n{eded) Kowalski Organi/Cantor
7:30 AM Fr. Cox Watters B. McGeeney Lees, Zamrin Quiet

: g Szumiloski (if needed) 2

. P Brown J. & J. Klenieski, . f
9:00 AM Fr.Cox Ardizzi Forsyth (if needed) Sahoe Olzinski
10:30 AM Msgr. Martino O Donnell J., H. & M. Corbin Organ/Cantor

2 Mesure Donaghy (if needed) BT : g
12:00 PM Msgr. Shaw Martinko A. M.8 G.Hamilton | OrganiCantor

. Mesure Longua (if needed) g ' g
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Rowen Aldridge, Barbara Apichella, Debbie Atkinson,
Kathy Barbieri, John Bauer, Noelle Black, Adam Bockius,
Teresa Bockius, Christina Bogdan, Sue Bones, Michael
Brett, Greta Buchart, Peggy Budney, Wallace Budney,
Diane Burke, Bill Bushey, Anthony Caraminico, Paul
Casazza, Colin Cassidy, Joan Chambers, Sharlyn Cline,
Marty Conte, Caroline CO"Wan Ruthanne Coonahan,
Angela Cramer, Susan Storti Debro, Tom & &Suzanne
DeSantis, Frank DeSimone, Angela Desmond, Becky
Dice, Don Diesinger, Dennis Dischinger, Lou DiTanna,
Wayne Dowd, Kate Elliot, Donna Marie Esche, Betty
Fetter, Tom Finnegan, Ron Fry, Andy Gdonski, Tony
Gdonski, Karen Giannini, John Glackin, Alan Gonzalez,
Frank Gormley, Jeff Goudsward, Mary Goudsward,
Everleigh Grace, Michael Grosso, Carol Grudzinski,
Joseph Grudzinski, Robyn Gulick, Joe Gunning, Rob
Guzon, Alan Harper, Katelyn Hessler, Michael Holland,
Frank Hood, Danielle Hunter, Esther Hunter, Joseph
llacqua, Joey’s Journey, Isabella Jones, Michael Jones,
Mary Ann Kelch, Kim & Dan, Saunie Kirby, Jennifer
Klauder, James Koniewicz, Evelyn Kovacs, Maureen Lee,
Jeff Lesitsky, Sue Lolli, Loughrey Family, Zack Lynn,
Shirley March, Patricia Matthews, Karen McCaslin,
Michael & Nichole McGrory, Mary Katherine McHugh,
Brooke McKernan, Amanda McMullen, Dana Moore, Baby
Ford Moore, Robert Moy, Helen Narke, Thomas Narke,
Nita Newsom, Mary Jo Nosek, Bill & Karen Nostadt, Jack
Palm, Ryan Palm, Eileen Patram, Susan Paznokas,
Kathy Pedriani, Chris & Erin Pettit, Sandra Pierzchela,
Ginger Prendergast, Antoinette Pultorak, Laura Jean
Reinhart, Geri Reynolds, Rick Romero, Dana
Rosencrance, Micaeli Rourke, Sue Rowland, Eveclyn Ryle,
Donna Samluk, Abra S8chmidt, Elliott Schmidt, Joey
Schmitt, Tom Schnaubelt, Maria Severoni, Patricia
Shoemaker, Mary Shofran, Maureen Steinmetz, Carole
Sweeney, Chris Szumiloski, Michelle Valentine, Brett
Vince, Connie Gimber Venonsky, Pamela Vollum, Richard
Wagher, Patricia Waltz, Ron Wasson, Dorothy Weiss
Mary Ann Welsh, Steve Wilking, Mary Wills.

If you are in need of urgent cr emergency prayers for
situations that arise unexpectedly, please contact Saint
Mary Prayer Warriors at
SMCprayerwarriors@gmail.com
If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer
List, please contact the Parish Cffice Center at
610-287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.

PASTOR’S CORNER (from page 3)

For Catholics to embody an ethic of humility,
personal accountability, and the willingness to
forgive wrongdoing offers a welcome salve to
those terrified that some misstep, however minor,
will wreck their reputation or career. In our hearts, we all

know that we are weak human beings capable of
mistakes, and the Church asserts that ves, we are sinners
in need of forgiveness and repentance, but that there
exists an objective means of finding mercy.

Our duty as Catholics, therefore, is to transcend the arena
of aliases and avatars and pursue genuine friendships
with everyone. It is to develop the necessary trust where
we are vulnerable, and where others feel comfortable
being vulnerable with us. They will witness the fraternal
correction that defines authentic Catholic relationships,
and they will yvearn for that deep sense of knowing others
and being known.

May it be said of us, as Tertullian once wrote of the early
Christians, “see, they say, how they love one another.”
(dpology 39)

Acknowledgement: The Catholic Thing. September 14,
2026 (www thecatholicthing com). Casey Chalk is the
author of IThe Obscurity of Scripture oand IThe
Persecuted He is a contributor for Crisis Magazine, The
American Conservative, and New Oxford Review. He has
degrees in history and teaching from the University of
Virginia and a master's in theology from Christendom
College.

I, HONESTY, HEALING & HOPE IN CHRIST

Don’t let sexual violence silence you. Healing can start with
a call. Visit www. pacrimevictims.com/healing or call
1-888-800-8780.

LIFE MINISTRIES

Saint Mary is committed to the promotion and sanctity
of all Human Life from the first moment of conception
until natural death.
Rachels Vineyard: 1-800-395-HELP(4357)
‘ Helpline for Abortion Recovery: 1-866-482-LIFE(5433)

Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-8255

Domestic Abuse: 1-866-Safe-014

Pregnancy Hotline: 1 (800) 712-HELP

-
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PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY

Colin Bradley Ayden Fry Alyssa Pennycuick

Olivia Budney Jason Gieger Caitlin Pennycuick-Grieve
Matthew P. Burns Brock Grosso Damian Riccitelli

Derek Capinski ‘[{IL.'St'In JLjarez Nicholas Rosekrans
Griffin Clark R;f;na;"n‘;arez Elizabeth Schnaubelt
Npah Colapreto Bl ucore Ryan Simms

Aiden Cooper Aiden Lyles Owen Stanton

Jacob Cornely Caleb Lyles Jacob Zavrotny

Brenden Dunyan Jared Nolan Kevin Zavrotny

Caine Dusza

Andrew Palovitz

Michael Zavrotnhy

If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer List, please contact the
Parish Office Center at (610) 287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.




PARISH NEWS

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

“The devil hates Eucharistic Adoration.” Father
Donald Calloway MIC - That says it all!l!

We have several night hours open and really
need to fill them. Please consider spending an
hour with Jesus.

OPEN HOURS: Thursday (@ 9PM, Friday @
1AM, Saturday @ 1AM, 2AM & 3AM or
become a  substitute. Please email MK
adorationsaintmarys(@gmail com or call 610-476-4490 for
more information.

CONDOLENCES....

(Un Joying The Saint Mary Parish Community extends
&, Bum)”/ prayerful condolences to the family and friends
- of parishioner, James Serianni, whose Funeral
_ Mass was Friday, September 11th  and
parishioner, Kathleen Held, whose Funeral Mass
was Tuesday, September 15th. May they experience the
eternal joy of the heavenly kingdom.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

3 There will be a special blessing of
| animals on Saturday, October 3rd, at
12:00PM in honor of Saint Franecis of
| Assisi, whose feast day is October 4th.
. All are encouraged to bring their pets
- and gather in front of the Catholic
| Education Center. Please have all
. animals In a pet carrier oron a leash.

Blessmg should only take about 5-10 minutes
so don’t be late!

PERMANENT DIACONATE
DISCERNMENT DAY

“Called to Serzve as Christ the Servant”

Spend a day in praver, conversation and discernment
with permanent deacons, their wives and members of the
Clergy Office and Diaconal Formation Team on
Saturday, October 3rd from 8:30 AM — 2:00 PM. The day
will begin with Mass in the Immaculate Conception
Chapel, followed by breakfast and several breakout
sesslons providing an overview of the Permanent
Diaconate, the formation process, and admissions to the
School of Diaconal Studies. In addition, there will be a
Deacon Wives Focus Group for all of the wives in
attendance. This will be followed by lunch and an
open discussion. It is intended for Catholic men
ages 29-35, married or single, and wives are strongly
encouraged to attend so discernment can be gy
shared as a family. There will be light
refreshments provided for all who attend.
The Discernment Day is being held at Saint | [FRifg3
Charles Borromeo Seminary, Ambler, PA. |F=rZRE

Scan the QR code to régister or visit ([MIE
archphila.org/deacon for more information. SCAN ME

SAINT MARY 100TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

It’s not too late to join us for Saint Mary Parish’s
100th Anniversary Mass & Celebration!

Join us on Sunday, October 4th as we celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of Saint Mary Parish. Mass will be
celebrated by The Most Reverend John J. Meclntyre at
2:00p.m. Music for the Mass will be provided by our
Marion choir. Following Mass, there will be a dinner and
reception at the William Penn Inn. Cocktails begin at
4:30p.m. with dinner at 5:30p.m. The cost is $120 per
person to attend the dinner.

Please RSVP at withjoy.com/saintmary100 or call the

Parish Office Center.

WELCOME......

+ and God’s Blessings on Kieran Robert Shannon
who was baptized by Reverend James Cox on
Sunday, September 13th.

.3 CONGRATULATIONS ... and Prayerful
\ ! ‘Best Wishes to Lillian Silks and Lucas
> 4 “/Giannini who were made one in the
/WY Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on Saturday,
September 5th at a 1:00pm Nuptial Mass celebrated by
Reverend Stephen Delacey and Katelyn Uhlig & Jason
Miller who were made one in the Sacrament of Holy
Matrimony on Saturday, September 12th at a 1:00pm
Nuptial Mass celebrated by Reverend James Cox.

JUNIOR LEGION OF MARY

The Junior Legion of Mary invites all
vouth to join the fun in assisting senior
residents with completing a fall craft on
Saturday October 3rd at 2:30 PM. The
| activity will take place at The Village at
. Perkiomen, located at 300 Perkiomen
Avenue, Schwenksville, PA 19473, All
needed supplies will be provided. For

more information contact Cassie at 267-614-8214

g

NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

All boys and girls in grades 3 and
above are invited to attend one of our
new Altar Server Training Sessions on

- Sunday, September 27th at 2:30pm
or Monday, September 28th at 3:30pm in the Church.
Parents may stay for the session or drop off and pick
up their children at the church. Please congider this
wonderful ministry where vou will gain a greater
appreciation of the liturgy and grow in vour
relationship with the Lord. If interested, please RSVP
to Susan at srodzi@churchofsaintmary.org or call
610-287-8156.







