SAINT MARY

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKEND MASS
Anticipated Sunday Mass
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday Mass
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

DAILY MASS

Monday - Saturday
9:00 a.m.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE

Saturday Morning
9:30 am to 10:00 am

Saturday Afternoon
2:45 pm to 3:45 pm

To schedule a confession, contact
solzinski@churchofsaintmary.org

S . . Reverend James M. Cox
I'he kingdom of heaven may be likened Pastor

to a king who decided to settle CONTACT US!

accounts “‘rlth h]-.‘; servants. Saint Mary Roman Catholic Church
43 Spring Mount Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473
Phone: (610) 287-8156
Fax: (610) 287-4226
Website:
www.churchofsaintmary.org

OUR MISSION —m8M8mmm8 ™ — _ SCAN\H\FE;ED

o — _ : - PARISH WEBSITE ONLINE GIVING
Saint Mary Parish is a community of Catholics, striving to be s A1 L HED

open and caring people, living our faith, spreading God's word,
and serving as Jesus’ disciples to our families, our parish and
our surrounding communities.




OFFICE CENTER STAFF & HOURS

Reverend James M. Cox Pastor
frcox@churchofsaintmary.org
Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure
Deacon Donald O. Nichols
dnichols@churchofsaintmary.org
Mrs. Kathleen Wasniewski
kwaz@churchofsaintmary.org
Mrs. Susan Rodzewich Director of Communications
srodz@churchofsaintmary.org & Stewardship
Mrs. Sandra Olzinski Administrative Asst. to Pastor;
solzinski@churchofsaintmary.org Office Manager,
& Coordinator of Safe Environment
Administrative Assistant

Weekend Assistant
Permanent Deacon

Business Manager

Mrs. Karen Bakey
kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org

Ms. Peggy Hinson

Ms. Nadine Keller

Parish Office Center
610-287-8156 1 Website: churchofsaintmary.org
Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Head Sacristan
Campus Custodian

Mrs. Kathleen WasnhiewsKki
kwaz@churchofsaintmary.org

Coordinator, Religious
Education; Principal
of PREP

Mr. John Coen Campus Security

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
610-287-8156 (Day) T 610-287-7757 (Evening)

PREP Classes: 1st thru 7th Level (Sept. - May)
Monday: 6:30 - 7:45 p.m.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Summer Vacation! CLOW resumes October, 2026.

Mrs. Heather Sickinger
hsickinger@smsk-8.org

Principal, Saint Mary Schoof

Mrs. Stephanie Gohn Enrofiment
enroliment@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Alexis Moyer Advancement

advancement@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Marian Hoover

frontdesk@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Betty Moyer

frontdesk@smsk-8.org

Morning Secretary

Afternoon Secretary

Saint Mary Catholic School
610-287-7757 T Website: smsk-8.org
Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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PREP STAFF & HOURS

SAINT MARY SCHOOL STAFF & HOURS

s
New Parishioners

If you have recently moved into
our community, welcome! Please
call the Parish Office Center to
register.

Sacrament of Baptism

Baptisms are celebrated on the
second and fourth Sundays of
each month immediately following
the Noon Mass. First time parents
must attend Pre-Jordan Class
held on the 3rd Sundays of the
month at 6pm. Contact the Parish
Office Center to schedule baptism
or to pre-register for the class.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact the
Parish Office Center at least six
months prior to the wedding date.
Pre-Cana session is required.

Pastoral Care of the Sick

If you know of anyone who is
sick, elderly or homebound,
please notify the Parish Office
Center for arrangements.

Sponsor Certificates
Certificates are needed in order
to be a baptism or confirmation
sponsor. To be eligible you:
+ Must be at least 16 years old
+ Must have received the
sacraments of Baptism, 1st
Communion and Confirmation
« If married, must have been
married in a Catholic Church
or a Convalidation Ceremony
« Must be a registered and
active member of Saint Mary

Parish.
Please call the Parish Office
Center at least 1 month in

advance of date needed.

SCRIP Gift Card Program
Call the Parish Office Center for
information on this program.




| elaxmé With threr ﬁ)l Alone-- Rev. Jerry J. Pkorsk

At times it’s enjoyable to kick vour feet up with the Ignatius Bible on your lap and spend a couple of hours reading the
Gospels or some of those stirring Old Testament stories. The experience may be so absorbing that we might find it
easy to question whether we need priests, bishops, and popes — or even the Church. (Protestants have, for 500 vears.)
Why not dismiss them all as complicating factors and enjoy the bliss of sola Scriptura? Well, a few nagging details are
noticeable.

The Gospels recount Jesus® words and glorious deeds. After the miraculous multiplication of loaves, the Apostles sail
across the sea and encounter Jesus walking on water. Jesus elicits Peter’s momentary faith but saves him from sinking
into the waters in a moment of doubt. Ashore, the crowds seek Jesus as their “Bread King,” but he reveals an
astounding truth: Jesus is the Bread of Life, and unless we eat His body and drink His blood, we have no life within us.

Except for the Apostles, the disciples scatter in disbelief. The Apostles don’t thumb through their Bibles (which they
didn’t have back then anyway). Peter asks, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of everlasting life.”

The Gospel narrative reaches its decisive moment (Matthew 16:13-20). Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do men say
that T am?” They respond, Elijah, John the Baptist, or one of the prophets. But Peter, under the influence of the Holy
Spirit, withesses to the messianic divinity of Jesus: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God!”

Jesus responds with words that Bible-alone Christians may find difficult to read: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I
will build my Church, and the gates of Hell will not prevail over it.” It’s a tall order. Peter? Church? Protected from the
Devil’s assaults?

From a Bible-alone perspective (what Luther codified as sola Scriptura), it’s an inconvenient truth. Why was a Church
necessary in the first place? And if it was necessary, couldn’t He have done better with a qualified, highly educated
man, sophisticated in the ways of the world, and relating well to the Jewish elites? Why did Jesus need to identify a
mere mortal — and a fisherman at that — as his vicar? Yet after the Resurrection, at Pentecost, the Church emerges
publicly under Peter’s apostolic leadership.

We know much of the rest of the story. The Apostles went out to the world to preach the Gospel. Peter’s ministry
abruptly ended in Rome, where he was crucified. For a couple of hundred vears, his successors suffered similar fates.
Yet somehow, the gates of Hell didn’t prevail over the infant Church. That Bible didn’t float down from heaven. It was
born into the Church, recognized within the Church, and authoritatively confirmed by her bishops and popes.

Fast forward to the twenty-first century. We won. We have leather-covered Bibles. Some Protestant Bibles are missing
important books. Thomas Jefferson took scissors, literally, to the pages of the book and produced a Bible without
miracles, limited by Jeffersonian rationalism. Many modern Catholic Bible translations are scarred with political
correctness. Despite a few flaws — with a Bible on one’s lap — people often get in the way, unless they’re bringing
lunch or dinner.

Church history i1s distressing. Critics of the popes have always found reasons to complain. Some popes have seemed
too silent; others have talked too much. Some have overextended their authority. Others have failed to use it correctly.
The popes of the Middle Ages were often so worldly they hardly had time to rule the Church. It’s no wonder the
Protestant revolt gained such traction in the sixteenth century. Today, Churchmen opposing the modern machinery of
death in its various forms are accused of ivory tower naivete. Who needs a Church?

Yet, vear after year, century after century, Church teaching somehow remains consistent while developing organically
in depth and understanding. The simple faithful often identify departures from Apostolic Tradition more easily than
highly trained theological experts. Yet the Church’s solemn pronouncements are publicly available and can be verified.

Without an authoritative Church to resolve competing interpretations, the Bible-alone Christian can find himself
entering a surreal world of confusion. One Biblical doctrine 1s emphasized at the expense of another, and eventually
the essential question becomes: What, precisely, must one believe for salvation?

Faith is a good and necessary start, but without love — as Saint Paul writes to the Corinthians — we are merely noisy
gongs. Without love and repentance, and the assistance of God’s grace, we cannot attain heavenly glory. Scripture
itself leads us to Divine Revelation, the Ten Commandments, the Sacraments, and prayer.

So by all means, kick your feet up with the Ignatius (or the Douav-Rheims) Bible on vour lap. Read it. Pray it. But
don’t forget to ask the question Peter answered: “Lord, to whom shall we go?”

Begin by going to Mass.

Acknowledgement: The Catholic Thing (https/‘www thecatholicthing org) 30 August 2026. Father Jerry J. Pokorsky is
a priest of the Diocese of Arlington. He is pastor of St. Catherine of Siena parish in Great Falls, Virginia.




MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday
4:00 p.m
Sunday
7:30a.m.
9:00am
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Monday
9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
9:00 a.m.

Wednesday
9:00 a.m.

Thursday

9.00am
Friday
9:.00 am,
Saturday
9:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
Sunday
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

September 12

George Matthews - Patricia Matthews

September 13 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Christine Moyer - Mom

Intentions of Casani Family - Kathy & Ed Wasniewski

Intentions of Brendan & Monica Lynn Saboe’s
VWedding Anniversary - grandson, Andrew

Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish

September 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Core Keohane - Family

September 15 Our Lady of Sorrows

Intentions of Frances Marie Pirrall - Grandma Lou &
Grob

September 16 Saints Cornelius & Cyprian

Deceased Members Hodges & Stiles Families - Nancy
& Richard Stiles

September 17 Saints Robert Bellarmine &
Hildegard

Rita Haarmeyer - Family

September 18 Weekday

Intentions of Saint Mary School Tuiticn Angel Benefactors

September 19 Saint Januarius

Intentions of Anita & Terry - Anita Timmins

Mark Gimber - Mom

September 20 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish

Ruth Kelley - daughter, Catherine Gordon

Intentions of Fred Figg - Marianne Figg

John Harris - wife, Sally Ann Harris

Weekly Memorial Intentions

CHURCH

Rose for Life
In honor of Cindy & Dennis Tighe
Anniversary
Requested by Colleen & Nicholas Viscusi
Rose for Resurrection
In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Tighe
Wedding Anniversary
Requested by Cindy Tighe
Sanctuary Lam
In memory of Frances Hunsherger &
Eleanor Kunz
Requested by Joanne Kunz
Altar Candles
In honor of Kathleen Bintner Family
& Chris, Sadie & Declan Brown
Requested by Kristen Seddon
Altar Bread and Wine
In memory of Rebecca Brown
Requested by Kristen Seddon
Altar Flowers
In memory of
Requested by

CHAPEL
Vigil Light

In honor of Mercedes Bushéy

Requested by Mom & Dad
Sanctuary Lamp

In memory of Bernard Kunz

Requested by Joanne Kunz
Altar Candles

In memory of

Requested by

{if vou are interested in Mass intentions or Memorifal in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact the Parish office Center.
Memorials are for one week and begin at the Salurday 4.00 p.m. Mass.
Donatlions. Announced Mass. $10, Unannounced Mass: $5
Rose for Life, Rose for Resurrection & Vigil Light | $5, Sanctuary Lamp: $10
Aftar Candles: $20, Altar Bread & Wine: $50, Altar Flowers: $200

LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 12 - SEPTEMBER 13

CELEBRANT LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC
4:00 PM Fr. Gibbons Masington Watt (F ponded) Blup.HeMder, Rembisz
7:30 AM Fr. Cox Paolucci FiIippiEir?i‘;vr?eeded) Imms & Reo Quiet
9:00 AM Fr. Cox BFaokre Storﬁlilirfgligléded] J. &W'E)#ilﬁgtiaers”' Organ/Cantor
10:30 AM nﬂss%e Blum O'Doml;glrll?ilfl?leeded] Ak RZ'aIljrglr'li!r;lhe'ty, Youth Choir
12:00 PM sgr Martinko M. Galas (f needed) J..H.,& M. Corbin | Organ/ Cantor
UPCOMING LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 19 - SEPTEMBER 20
CELEBRANT LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC
4:00 FM Fr. Cox ﬁ: nggm:: Beverﬁ!?#ﬁ‘eeded) A& Eé‘lz(supfer, Rembisz
7:30 AM I\Massgurfe Busedu Kirl\lg;:r((:ilforftla(gged) Cornely & Reo Quiet
=:00.AM Mestre 5. urgiek Bicke {1 Roeded) 8 e oSk Qlzinski
10:30 AM Fr.Cox Dyer PirraIIBIri?cr'l)éeded] A. &ol\glétl;ll?rr‘r:’i:ton, OrganiCantor
12:00 PM Fr. Cox Roth M. Gajlus [P ageded) J. M. &E.Rhuberg | OrganiCantor




Wb Sl e

Rowen Aldridge, Barbara Apichella, Debbie Atkinson,
Kathy Barbieri, John Bauer, Noelle Black, Adam Bockius,
Teresa Bockius, Christina Bogdan, Sue Bones, Michael
Brett, Greta Buchart, Peggy Budney, Wallace Budney,
Diane Burke, Bill Bushey, Anthony Caraminico, Paul
Casazza, Colin Cassidy, Joan Chambers, Sharlyn Cline,
Marty Conte, Caroline CO"Wan Ruthanne Coonahan,
Angela Cramer, Susan Storti Debro, Tom & &Suzanne
DeSantis, Frank DeSimone, Angela Desmond, Becky
Dice, Don Diesinger, Dennis Dischinger, Lou DiTanna,
Wayne Dowd, Kate Elliot, Donna Marie Esche, Andrew
Ferrara, Betty Fetter, Tom Finnegan, Ron Fry, Andy
Gdonski, Tony Gdonski, Karen Giannini, John Glackin,
Alan Gonzalez, Frank Gormley, Jeff Goudsward, Mary
Goudsward, Everleigh Grace, Michael Grosso, Carol
Grudzinski, Joseph™ Grudzinski, Robyn Gulick, Joe
Gunning, Rob Guzon, Alan Harper, Katelyn Hessler,
Michael Holland, Frank Hood, Danielle Hunter, Esther
Hunter, Joseph llacqua, Joey's Journey, Isabella Jones,
Michael Jones, Mary Ann Kelch, Kim & Dan, Saunie Kirby,
Jennifer Klauder, James Koniewicz, Evelyn Kovacs,
Maureen Lee, Jeff Lesitsky, Sue Lolli, Loughrey Family,
Zack Lynn, Shirley March, Patricia Matthews, Karen
McCaslin, Michael & Nichole McGrory, Mary Katherine
McHugh, Brooke McKernan, Amanda McMullen, Dana
Moore, Baby Ford Moore, Robert Moy, Helen Narke, Nita
Newsom, ar&/> Jo Nosek, Bill & Karen MNostadt, Jack
Palm, Ryan Palm, Eileen Patram, Susan Paznokas,
Kathy Pedriani, Chris & Erin Pettit, Sandra Pierzchela,
Ginger Prendergast, Antoinette Pultorak, Laura Jean
Reinhart, Geri Reynolds, Rick Romero, Dana
Rosencrance, Micaeli Rourke, Sue Rowland, Eveclyn Ryle,
Donna Samluk, Abra S8chmidt, Elliott Schmidt, Joey
Schmitt, Tom Schnaubelt, Maria Severoni, Patricia
Shoemaker, Mary Shofran, Maureen Steinmetz, Carole
Sweeney, Chris Szumiloski, Michelle Valentine, Brett
Vince, Connie Gimber Venonsky, Pamela Vollum, Richard
Wagher, Patricia Waltz, Ron Wasson, Dorothy Weiss
Mary Ann Welsh, Steve Wilking, Mary Wills.

If you are in need of urgent cr emergency prayers for
situations that arise unexpectedly, please contact Saint
Mary Prayer Warriors at
SMCprayerwarriors@gmail.com
If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer
List, please contact the Parish Cffice Center at
610-287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.

PRAYLER

MINISTRY

Saint Mary Prayer Grovps

Adoration
Our Divine Mercy Adoration Chapel is open to the general public
from Bam to 9pm. Scheduled adorers only from Spm to 6am.
Rosary

The Rosary will be prayed daily before the 2:00 a.m. Mass and
oh Sundays before the 7:30 a.m. Mass.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Daily after the 2:00 a.m. Mass.

Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays during the 8:00 a.m. Mass.
Divine Mercy Holy Hour

The Thursday before the first Friday of the month from 7:00 {o
8:00 p.m. in the Divine Mercy Adoration Chapel.

Fatima Rosary Group
First Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m.

Flame of Love Rosary
Every Monday at 6:00 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel.

In the Spirit Prayer Group
Every Monday at 7:30 p.m. in Annex Room 1,
Oasis Women’s Prayer Group

3rd Friday at 1:00 p.m. in Annex Room 1.

| HONESTY, HEALING & HOPE IN CHRIST

Don’t let sexual violence silence you. Healing can start with

a call. Visit www. pacrimevictims.com/healing or call
1-888-800-8780.

LIFE MINISTRIES
Saint Mary is committed to the promotion and sanctity
of all Human Life from the first moment of conception
until natural death.
Rachels Vineyard: 1-800-395-HELP(4357)
Helpline for Abortion Recovery: 1-866-482-LIFE(5433)
Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-8255
Domestic Abuse: 1-866-Safe-014

Pregnancy Hotline: 1 (800) 712-HELP

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY

Colin Bradley Ayden Fry Alyssa Pennycuick

Olivia Budney Jason Gieger Caitlin Pennycuick-Grieve
Matthew P. Burns Brock Grosso Damian Riccitelli

Derek Capinski ‘[{IL.'St'In JLjarez Nicholas Rosekrans
Griffin Clark R;f;na;"n‘;arez Elizabeth Schnaubelt
Npah Colapreto Bl ucore Ryan Simms

Aiden Cooper Aiden Lyles Owen Stanton

Jacob Cornely Caleb Lyles Jacob Zavrotny

Brenden Dunyan Jared Nolan Kevin Zavrotny

Caine Dusza

Andrew Palovitz

Michael Zavrotnhy

If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer List, please contact the
Parish Office Center at (610) 287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.




PARISH NEWS

“We come into the Presence of the Son, soaking
in His rays of love, and we leave the chapel, as
is commonly said, sunburned. Drawing close to
the Son, we are also made bright, full of light,
and burning with charity.” - How to Be His.

We have FOUR NIGHT hours open and really
need to fill them. Please consider spending an
hour with JESUS.

OPEN HOURS: Thursday @ 9PM, Friday (@ 1AM,
Saturday (@ 1AM, 2ZAM & 3AM or become a substitute.
Please email MK (@ adorationsaintmarys(@gmail.com or
call £10-476-4490 for more information.

Y F

Join us this Sunday for our Saint Mary Feast. Enjoy
homemade Irish, Polish, Italian and American foods, fun
and fellowship from 1:00pm - 6:00pm. There will be
carnival games, Judy Tudy the Clown, a Rock Wall, Euro
Jump, raftle baskets, 50/50 and more! Come visit our
Biergarten and Wine Cellar by the pond and watch the
Phillies & Eagles on TV. Browse our Attic Treasures
on Saturday tfrom 8:00am - 2:00pm and Sunday from
12:00pm - 6:00pm. To volunteer or for more information
visit www.churchofsaintmary.org and click on the

Sign-Up Genius or contact Susan at 610-287-8156.

F{f;_‘ T fid]lmﬁﬁ; é- f]
G AUNINNSS
It’s not too late to participate in our Football Mania
fundraiser! Tickets can be returned to the Parish Office
Center until Friday, October 30th and will be eligible to
win the weekend after the stubs are submitted.
Remember, no knowledge of football is needed in order
to win cash prizes up to $400! Extra tickets are
available in the Parish Office Center. For more
information contact Sandi at 610-287-8156 or

solzinski(@churchofsaintmary.org.

SAINT MARY 100TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Join us for a celebration of faith, family and fellowship
as we honor 100 years of Saint Mary Parish!
Sunday, October 4, 2026

100th Anniversary Mass - Saint Mary Church - 2:00pm

Dinner & Reception - William Penn Inn
Cocktails at 4:30pm  Dinner at 5:30pm
$120 per person

Please RSVF by September 24th at
withjoy.com/saintmary100

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
Thank vou to everyvone who contributed to the 2026
Catholic Charities Appeal of the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia. Because of your generosity, we were
able to donate $1,123.63. Your gitt provides food and
emergency assistance, supports children with special
needs, helps struggling families, and supports
Mission Parishes in the Archdiocese.

SENIOR GROUP MOVIE DAY

Join Saint Mary Senior Group at Arbour
Square, 695 Main Street, Harlevsville, for
a special showing of “Young Washington.”
7 The movie will be shown on Thursday,
. September 24th at 11:.00 AM on the
| 2nd floor. There is no cost to attend but the
theater is limited to 40 people so registration ig
requested. Enjoy a pizza lunch after the movie. Please
contact Suzette Moyer at 484-680-0669 for registration
and more information.

PROTECTING

VIRTUS

raimning

GOD’S
CHILDREN

Saint Mary Parish will host a VIRTUS “Protecting
God’s Children Part I” class on Wednesday, September
16th from 6 to 8:30pm in Hedge Hall. This class is
required of all adults who will be volunteering in any
capacity with children including school volunteers and
chaperones, PREP wvolunteers, CYO coaches and
volunteers, and Ir. Legion of Mary. You must register
online at wwwvirtus.ors and select Saint Mary,
Schwenksville location. You do not need to take the
class again if you have already taken it. Contact Sandi in
the Parish Office Center with questions at
solzinskif@churchfsaintmary.org or 610-287-8156.

2027 MASS BOOK
The 2027 Mass book will open virtually on September
19th. Please mail or drop off your request form and
donation to the Parish Office Center by Friday,
September 18th to be eligible for the opening.
Memorials are also available for 2027. Request forms
for both Masses and Memorials can be found on the
parish website. If getting both Masses and Memorials,
separate checks are needed. Contact Sandi at

solzinski(@churchofsaintmary.org for questions.

Please note: Masses will not be filled in person on
September 19th.

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS
All information and announcements to be published in
the bulletin are due to the Parish Office Center
by Friday the week prior to publication. All
bulletin  submissions should be emailled to

kbakey(@churchofsaintmary.org.







