SAINT MARY

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

AUGUST 30, 2026

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKEND MASS
Anticipated Sunday Mass
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday Mass
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

DAILY MASS
Monday - Saturday
9:00 a.m.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE

Saturday Morning
9:30 am to 10:00 am
Saturday Afternoon
2:45 pm to 3:45 pm
To schedule a confession, contact
solzinski@churchofsaintmary.org

Reverend James M. Cox
Pastor

i ¥

CONTACT US!
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny Salut Mfggg?:;aﬁoi:tth;;i; - Chureh
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. Schwenksville, PA 19473

Phone: (610} 287-8156
Fax: (610) 287-4226
Website:
www.churchofsaintmary.org

MATTHEW 16:24

OUR MISSION ——m8mMm8m8 ™ — 5 S’CAN\H§3E Q

. e _ ) = PARISH WEBSITE ONLINE GIVING
Saint Mary Parish is a community of Catholics, striving to be ik I

open and caring people, living our faith, spreading God's word,
and serving as Jesus’ disciples to our families, our parish and
our surrounding communities.




OFFICE CENTER STAFF & HOURS

Reverend James M. Cox Pastor
frcox@churchofsaintmary.org
Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure
Deacon Donald O. Nichols
dnichols@churchofsaintmary.org
Mrs. Kathleen Wasniewski
kwaz@churchofsaintmary.org
Mrs. Susan Rodzewich Director of Communications
srodz@churchofsaintmary.org & Stewardship
Mrs. Sandra OlzinsKki Administrative Asst. to Pastor;
solzinski@churchofsaintmary.org Office Manager,
& Coordinator of Safe Environment
Administrative Assistant

Weekend Assistant
Permanent Deacon

Business Manager

Mrs. Karen Bakey
kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org

Ms. Peggy Hinson

Ms. Nadine Keller

Parish Office Center
610-287-8156 1 Website: churchofsaintmary.org
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:.00 p.m.

PREP STAFF & HOURS

Mrs. Kathleen WasniewsKi
kwaz@churchofsaintmary.org

Head Sacristan
Campus Custodian

Coordinator, Religious

Education; Principal

of PREP

Mr. John Coen Campus Security
Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)
610-287-8156 (Day) T 610-287-7757 (Evening)

PREP Classes: 1st thru 7th Level (Sept. - May)
Monday: 6:30 - 7:45 p.m.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Summer Vacation! CLOW resumes October, 2026.

Mrs. Heather Sickinger
hsickinger@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Heather Sickinger
enrollment@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Marian Hoover
frontdesk@smsk-8.org
Mrs. Betty Moyer
frontdesk@smsk-8.org

Principal, Saint Mary School
Enrollment
Morning Secretary
Afternoon Secretary
Saint Mary Catholic School
610-287-7757 1 Website: smsk-8.org

Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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SAINT MARY SCHOOL STAFF & HOURS

s
New Parishioners

If you have recently moved into
our community, welcome! Please
call the Parish Office Center to
register.

Sacrament of Baptism

Baptisms are celebrated on the
second and fourth Sundays of
each month immediately following
the Noon Mass. First time parents
must attend Pre-Jordan Class
held on the 3rd Sundays of the
month at 6pm. Contact the Parish
Office Center to schedule baptism
or to pre-register for the class.

Sacrament of Marriage
Parishioners must contact the
Parish Office Center at least six
months prior to the wedding date.
Pre-Cana session is required.

Pastoral Care of the Sick

If you know of anyone who is
sick, elderly or homebound,
please notify the Parish Office
Center for arrangements.

Sponsor Certificates
Certificates are needed in order
to be a baptism or confirmation
sponsor. To be eligible you:
+ Must be at least 16 years old
« Must have received the
sacraments of Baptism, 1st
Communion and Confirmation
« If married, must have been
married in a Catholic Church
or a Convalidation Ceremony
« Must be a registered and
active member of Saint Mary
Parish.
Please call the Parish Office
Center at least 1 month in
advance of date needed.

SCRIP Gift Card Program
Call the Parish Office Center for
information on this program.




Good Questions - Fr. Paul D. Scalia
Soon-to-be-Blessed Fulton Sheen once quipped, “The questions of God are more satisfying than the answers of man.”
(That’s a variation on his friend G K. Chesterton’s line, “The riddles of God are more satistying than the solutions of man.”)

Today’s Gospel (Matthew 16:13-20) gives evidence of this truth. God doesn’t ask questions because He needs the answers,
but because we need to reflect on them and to find in them more spiritual fruit than human answers can provide.

Our Lord has taken His Apostles into the pagan territory of Caesarea Philippi. It’s a calmer place because it’s free of the
scribes and Pharisees. He can speak openly without having to deal with their traps. This time of more explicit instruction
centers around two questions to His Apostles: “Who do people say that the Son of Man i87” and “Who do you say that [
am?”

Wha do people say that the Son of Man is? The response to this first question immediately reveals just how unsatisfying the
answers of man can be: “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” John, Elijah,
and Jeremiah all resembled the Christ because they pointed to Him. The crowds confuse a similarity for our Lord Himself.
This is just religious opinion.

Thus, the first question reveals our need for divine instruction. On our own, we seek and cast about for the true God, dimly
perceiving Him, and in many ways coming close to the truth. But we inevitably latch on to false images or understandings of
Him. The idols of pagans are an obvious example.

But we — who, like the crowds, have followed, watched, and listened to Jesus for some time — also can get it wrong. We
have ideas and opinions about Him that stray, to some degree or another, from the truth about Him. All of which means, not
that we do not believe, but that our understanding of Him needs constant purification and enlightenment. In short, we don’t
want to be like the crowds, straying into mere religious opinion.

Which brings us to the second question: But whe de you say that I am? This question prompts profound doctrinal statements
about Jesus and His Church. But rather than rushing into the doctrine itself, let’s consider its purpose. Jesus doesn’t ask the
question as if it were a catechetical test or theological exam. It's a personal appeal of His Sacred Heart to His followers. He
desires that His closest friends and coworkers know Who He is. Every human heart desires that, of course. How much more
our Lord’s Sacred Heart.

We cannot respond accurate%y on our own. Peter’s answer — “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” — is not human
blo

but divine: “For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.” Unlike the crowds, because of his
faith, Peter doesn’t have a religious opinion about Jesus. He has the truth and his speaking of it brings joy to our Lord’s
Heart.

With Peter, we receive from the Father the ability to confess the true faith. Ours is not the answer of a man but the revelation
of Go(cii, not our own discovery but the Father’s gift. The Father alone gives us the true faith by which we console His Son’s
Sacred Heart.

This also teaches us something about the Church. Founded on Peter and his divinely inspired response, the Church
proclaims not only human wisdom but most of all the saving doctrine revealed by the Father. The Church is present in the
world not as an NGO or another participant in international discussions on integral human development. She is the
authoritative voice of God. Yes, the Church is “an expert in humanity™ (Paul VI). But only because she possesses the faith
that “purifies reason” (John Paul II).

But back to the personal dimension of this exchange. Doctrine is given to us not simply so that we can be theologically right
but, even more so, that we can pray rightly. Uncle Screwtape knows how prone we are to mistaken prayer. He fears that we
might recognize the subjective nature of our thoughts and images of God, that we might pray “Not to what I think Thou art
but to what Thou knowest thyself to be.”

We are poor in spirit, not knowing how to pray as we ought. The Father reveals Himself through His Son so that we can pray
to Him as He 1s and not as we imagine Him to be. The Church’s doctrine is salvific because it gives us the right
understanding of God and enables us to be in right relationship with Him, praying to Him rightly, saying with Peter, You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.

This saving doctrine is given ultimately so that we can worship rightlﬁr. Which explains why there is a certain solemnity and
even ceremony about this whole scene. Without the authoritative teaching of the Church, we cannot worship in “spirit and in
truth.” (John 4:24) “If God does not reveal Himself, man is clutching empty space”™ (Cardinal Ratzinger).

The modern mind rebels against authority, seeing in it only oppression and slavery. This passage reminds us that the
authority given to Peter and, by extension, to the Church 1s ordered to our entering fully — and with abandon — into that right
and saving relationship with God, which is the only true liberation and freedom.

Acknowledgement: www.thecatholicthing. org August 23, 2026. Fr. Paul Scalia is a priest of the Diocese of Arlington, VA,
where he serves as Episcopal Vicar for Clergy and Pastor of Saint James in Falls Church.




MASS INTENTIONS

Weekly Memorial Intentions

Saturday August 29 CHURCH
4:00 p.m Billy Hopkins - Carl & Susan Rodzewich & Family Rose for Life
Sunday August 30 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time In memory of Angela Giorgio
7:30 a.m. Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish Rﬁglgﬁgted by daughter, Sally Ann
9:00 a.m Intentions of Teresa Emme - Kristen Seddon Rose for Resurrection
10:30a.m.  Patricia Ritterson - Legion of Mary In memory of Jerry Kunz
12:00 p.m.  All Those Enrolled in the Memorial Fund Requested by Joanne Kunz
Monday August 31 Weekday Sﬁ“ﬁ;ﬁg%}!—g’;f’n Cassidy
9:00 a.m. Mary Ellen McCormick - Kelleher Family Requested by Hunter Family
Tuesday September 1 Weekday Altar Candles
9:00 a.m. Rita Hays - Gerry Beverly In memory of
Wednesday September 2 Weekday Aﬁg?UBerifgg g% TTWie
9:00 a.m. Christine Moyer - June McGrath : . .
Thursday  September 3 Saint Gregory the Great E';ZSSQEE g‘yhn?lal,'}ﬂggf’ﬂfé‘ ris-Szumllosk
9:00a.m Angela Giorgio - daughter, Sally Ann Harris Altar Flowers
Friday September 4 Weekday lnPE%r;:&y&O];gﬁrﬁ?::lg IILH:IIT?iIIJig;s
9:00 a.m. Bishop Herbert Bevard - Anne & Harry Boeshore :
Saturday September 5 Saint Teresa of Calcutta Requested oy Sandy, Johns: chrls
9:00a.m. Intentions of Rita Hrynko - Deb Ford Vigil Liaht CHAPEL
4:00 p.m. Intentions of Saint Mary Catholic School - DeSantis Ir? hon%r of Peggy Hinson

Family Requested by Bushéy Family
Sunday September 6 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Sanctuary Lamp
7:30a.m. Alfred Jainnini - Rosie & Joe Urban ||Q” memg[)ryé %f ’ﬁ?'o? Etolgtad'tl
9:00 a.m. Intentions of Nancy Stiles - Stiles Family Altgcr]%:e:n?:llesy osia amity
10:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Members Saint Mary Parish In honor of Beverly Mackaman
12:00 p.m.  Frank L. Dusza - Mary Louise Dusza Requested by Amy McCouch

{if vou are interested in Mass intentions or Memorifal in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact the Parish office Center.
Memorials are for one week and begin at the Salurday 4.00 p.m. Mass.
Donatlions. Announced Mass. $10, Unannounced Mass: $5
Rose for Life, Rose for Resurrection & Vigil Light | $5, Sanctuary Lamp: $10
Aftar Candles: $20, Altar Bread & Wine: $50, Altar Flowers: $200

LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR AUGUST 29 - AUGUST 30

CELEBRANT LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC
4:00 PM Fr. Cox Falconero WattB(u'rfs:l‘ggded] c.& %gégenley, Rembisz
7:30 AM Msgr. Busedu Szumiloski A. 8 H. Kupfer Quiet
- Mesure M. McGeeney (if needed) 3 Zaup
9:00 AM MMess%lrfe Ardizzi Forsy‘tha(iTgXeeded] Ford, Lees, & Cornely | Organ/Cantor
10:30 AM Fr. Cox Martino Bragﬂ%“n"e"e'ged, J.,H., & M. Corbin Youth Choir
12:00 PM Fr. Cox LaG uardia TBIg‘lﬁFriiglégledl J. & R.s[anggherty, Organ/ Cantor
UPCOMING LITURGICAL MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 5 - SEPTEMBER 6
CELEBRANT LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS MUSIC
2 Msgr. Bever J. & R._Doughert
4:00 PM Mesgure McCurdy Bushey (if l%eded) |car3 34 Organi/Cantor
7:30 AM Msgr. Watters Zandier M. & G. Hamilton Quiet
: Mesure Cushman (if needed) ' '
9:00 AM Fr.Cox Poatsy Nev?t?g[zﬁvr‘:g:ehded] J., M., & E. Rhuberg Organi/Cantor
= Donagh H. & M. Corbin, .
10:30 AM Fr. Cox Conte Klisch “f%e};ded] Goirch, Youth Choir
z : M. Gallus C.8 G. Greenley,
12:00 PM Fr.Cox Mazzio Martinko (if needed) Zamrin Y QOrganiCantor
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Rowen Aldridge, Debbie Atkinson _Kath¥ Barbieri, John
Bauer, Noelle Black, Adam Bockius, Teresa Bockius,
Christina Bogdan, Sue Bones, Michael Brett, Greta
Buchart, Peggy Budneé, Wallace Budney, Diane Burke,
Bill Bush%y, nthony Caraminico, Paul Casazza, Colin
Cassidy, Sharlyn Cline, Marty Conte, Caroline Conway,
Ruthanne Coonahan, Angela Cramer, Susan Storti Debro,
Tom & Suzanne DeSantis, Frank DeSimone, Angela
Desmond, Becky Dice, Don Diesinger, Dennis Dischinger,
Lou DiTanna, yne Dowd, Kate Elllot, Donna Marie
Esche, Andrew Ferrara, Betty Fetter, Tom Finnegan, Ron
Fry, Andy Gdonski, Tony Gdonski, Karen Giannini, John
Glackin, ™ Alan G_onzalez, Frank Gormley, Mary
Goudsward, Everleigh Grace, Michael Grosso, Carol
Grudzinski, Joseph  Grudzinski, Rob&n Guhck, Joe
Gunning, Rob Guzon, Alan Harper, Katelyn Hessler,
Michael Holland, Frank Hood, Danielle Hunter, Esther
Hunter, Joseph ilacqua, Joey's Journey, Isabella Jones,
Michael Jones, Mary Ann Kelch, Kim & Dan, Saunie Kirby,
Jennifer Klauder, James Koniewicz, Evelyn Kovacs,
Maureen Lee, Jeff Lesitsky, Sue Lalli, Lou%hrey Family,
Zack Lynn, Shirley March, Patricia Matthews, Karen
McCaslin, Michael ‘& Nichole McGrory, Mary Katherine
McHugh, Breoke McKernan, Amanda McMullen, Dana
Moore, Baby Ford Moore, Robert Moy, Helen Narke, Nita
Newsom, arg Jo Nosek, Bill & Karen Nostadt, Jack
Palm, Ryan Palm, Eileen Patram, Susan Paznockas,
Kathy Pedriani, Chris & Erin Pettit, Sandra Pierzchela,
Ginger Prendergast, Antcinette Pultorak, Laura Jean

Reinhart, Geri ReR\;noIds, Rick Romero, Dana
Rosencrance, Micaeli Rourke, Sue Rowland, Evecljyn Ryle,
Donna Samluk, Abra Schmidt, Elliott Schmidt, Joey

Schmitt, Tom Schnaubelt, Maria Severoni, Patricia
Shoemaker, Mary Shofran, Maureen Steinmetz, Carole
Sweeney, Chris Szumiloski, Michelle Valenting, Brett
Vince, Connie Gimber Venonsky, Pamela Vollum, F?lohard
Wagher, Patricia Waltz, Ron Wasson, Dorothy Weiss
%/I_ary]c Ann Welsh, Steve Wilkins, Mary Wills, Geoff
impfer.

If you are in need of urgent or emergency prayers for
situations that arise unexpectedly, please contact Saint
Mary Prayer Warriors at
SMCprayerwarriors@gmail.com
If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer
List, please contact the Parish Office Center at
610-287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.

PRAYLER

MINISTRY

Saint Mary Prayer Grovps

Adoration
Our Divine Mercy Adoration Chapel is open to the general public
from Bam to 9pm. Scheduled adorers only from Spm to 6am.
Rosary

The Rosary will be prayed daily before the 2:00 a.m. Mass and
oh Sundays before the 7:30 a.m. Mass.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Daily after the 2:00 a.m. Mass.

Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays during the 8:00 a.m. Mass.
Divine Mercy Holy Hour

The Thursday before the first Friday of the month from 7:00 {o
8:00 p.m. in the Divine Mercy Adoration Chapel.

Fatima Rosary Group
First Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m.

Flame of Love Rosary
Every Monday at 6:00 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel.

In the Spirit Prayer Group
Every Monday at 7:30 p.m. in Annex Room 1,
Oasis Women’s Prayer Group

3rd Friday at 1:00 p.m. in Annex Room 1.

| HONESTY, HEALING & HOPE IN CHRIST

Don’t let sexual violence silence you. Healing can start with

a call. Visit www. pacrimevictims.com/healing or call
1-888-800-8780.

LIFE MINISTRIES
Saint Mary is committed to the promotion and sanctity
of all Human Life from the first moment of conception
until natural death.
Rachels Vineyard: 1-800-395-HELP(4357)
Helpline for Abortion Recovery: 1-866-482-LIFE(5433)
Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-8255
Domestic Abuse: 1-866-Safe-014

Pregnancy Hotline: 1 (800) 712-HELP

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY

Colin Bradley Ayden Fry Alyssa Pennycuick

Olivia Budney Jason Gieger Caitlin Pennycuick-Grieve
Matthew P. Burns Brock Grosso Damian Riccitelli

Derek Capinski ‘[{IL.'St'In JLjarez Nicholas Rosekrans
Griffin Clark R;f;na;"n‘;arez Elizabeth Schnaubelt
Npah Colapreto Bl ucore Ryan Simms

Aiden Cooper Aiden Lyles Owen Stanton

Jacob Cornely Caleb Lyles Jacob Zavrotny

Brenden Dunyan Jared Nolan Kevin Zavrotny

Caine Dusza

Andrew Palovitz

Michael Zavrotnhy

If you would like to add a loved one or friend to the Prayer List, please contact the
Parish Office Center at (610) 287-8156 or kbakey@churchofsaintmary.org.




PARISH NEWS

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

“In the midst of our busy and complicated lives,
we need the simplicity and focus of the
adoration chapel. But even this “holy habit” can
become rote and routine. We need to realize
anew as if for the first time, the grandeur of the
mystery present in the Eucharist.” - How to Be
i His.

OPEN HOURS: Thursday (@ 9PM, Friday @ 1AM and
Saturday (@ 3AM or become a substitute or sign up for
another Holy Hour. Please email MK

adorationsaintmarys(@gmail com or call 610-476-4490 for
more information.

WELCOME......

and God’s Blessings on Sophia Brooke Rodriguez
who was baptized by Deacon Don Nichols on
< Sunday, August 23rd.

SAINT MARY FEAST

Tl .

Join us for our Saint Mary Feast on Sunday, September
13th. Enjoy homemade Irish, Polish, [talian and
American foods, fun and fellowship from 1:00pm -
6:00pm. There will be camival games, Judy Tudy the
Clown, a Rock Wall, Euro Jump, raftle baskets, 50/50
and more! Come vigit our Biergarten and Wine Cellar by
the pond and watch the Phillies & Eagles on TV. Browse
our Attic Treasures on Saturday from 8:00am - 2:00pm
and Sunday from 12:00pm - 6:00pm. To volunteer or for
more information visit www .churchofsaintmary.org and

click on the Sign-Up Genius or contact Susan at
610-287-8156,

ATTIC TREASURES DONATIONS &
VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Donations of new and like-new items such as
housewares, small furniture, holiday items, games,
small appliances, china, glassware, collectibles, and
fashion accessories are being sought for Saint Mary
Attic Treasures. Donations may be brought to Saint
Mary Annex - Room 3 through Wednesday, September
9th. Drop-off hours are Monday through Friday from
10am-5pm, Tuesday and Thursday evenings from
6pm - 7:30pm and on weekends outside of Annex
Room 3 on the Boardwalk. Volunteers are also needed
to help prepare for the sale. Contact Susan at

610-287-8156 or srodzie@churchofsamtmary.org.

www.virtus.org and select Saint Mary, Schwenksville

PROTECTING
GOD’S
CHILDREN

Saint Mary Parish will host a VIRTUS “Protecting God’s
Children Part 1”7 class on Wednesday, September 16th
from 6 to 8:30pm in Hedge Hall. This class is required of
all adults who will be volunteering in any capacity with
children including school volunteers and chaperones,
PREP wvolunteers, CYO coaches and volunteers, and Jr.
Legion of Mary. You must register online at

VIRTUS

raimming

location. You do not need to take the class again if you
have already taken it. Contact Sandi in the Parish Office

Center with questions at golzinskii@churchfsaintmary.org
or 610-287-8156.

Footballgh=—:= 1
Our Football Mania fundraiser is underway! Tickets
cost $20 each and prizes range from $20 to $400! No
knowledge of football is necessary, we’ll let you know
when you win. Please send your completed stubs and
payment to the Parish Office Center by Friday,
September 11th to be eligible for the whole season.
Extra tickets are available in the Parish Office Center.
For more information contact Sandi at 610-287-8136 or

solzinskif@echurchofsaintmary.org.

OFFICE CENTER CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY

Please note that the Parish Office
Center will be closed on Monday,
September 7th in observance of Labor

through Friday from Qam to 5pm will
resume on Tuesday, September 8th.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
The Sacred Heart of Jesus by
Stephen J. Binz

On June 11, 2026, on the eve of the 250th
anniversary of the founding of the United
W States, the Catholic Bishops of the nation
gathered in  Orlando, Florida for a
el remarkable and deeply symbolic act: the

o consecration of the United States to the
‘,',I:-- Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Sacred Heart is
S8 not merely a devotional image. It is the

visible sign of Gods love made flesh - a Heart that has
experienced friendship and betraval, jov and sorrow,
suffering and sacrifice. The significance of this insight
cannot be overstated. In a culture that often prizes
autonomy and self-sufficiency, the Bishops publicly
acknowledged that neither individuals nor nations can
Slourish apart from God. The future of the country
ultimately depends not only on stronger institutions or
better policies, important as those may be, but on hearts
transformed by divine love. The Sacred Heart reminds
believers that God does not stand distant from human
S}iruggles. He enters them. He bears them. He redeems
tnem.
The traditional devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is
solidly rooted in Secripture and offers a rich source of
spiritual renewal today. The human heart, the biblical
symbol for human will and passion, can become
hardened, but God has promised to change our hearts of
stone to hearts of flesh. Discover how devotion to the
Sacred Heart can be revitalized in our day through a
spirituality that is biblical, ecumenical, and contemporary.
ease consider joining us for this 9-week study. Two
sessions will be offered on Thursdays from 10-
11:30am or 7-8:30pm beginning September 17, 2026.
Please contact Linda Nichols at 215-317-0500 or

donlin335@gmail.c_om by September 12th to register.
There will be a nominal fee for the study guide.







