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MASS INTENTIONS 
           Sunday, August 23

7:30 am Will Beebe, 9:30 am For the People 
11:30 am Ray Stoetzer† 

5:00 pm John De Simone† & family 
         Monday, August 24

6:30 am Bernadette Brennan†, 9:15 am Diana Petralia† 
       Tuesday, August 25

6:30 am Jackie Cummings, 9:15 am Shannon Kelliher 
   Wednesday, August 26

6:30 am Connor Cummings, 9:15 am Hanssell Lopez 
   Thursday, August 27

6:30 am JoVanna Hilber Tawney † 
9:15 am Paul Martin Ciatti †
       Friday, August 28

6:30 am Isabel Tang †, 9:15 am Vance Johnson† 
Saturday, August 29

9:15 am Ava Marie Sheridan, 5:00 pm For the People 
Sunday, August 30

7:30 am Rojan Pauly†, 9:30 am Stan Urynowicz† 
11:30 am For the People, 5:00 pm  

READINGS 
Sun                 Is 22:19-23 .....................   Rom 11:33-36  

Mt 16:13-20 
Mon               Rev 21:9b-14 ..................   Jn 1:45-51 
Tue                 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17 ......   Mt 23:23-26 
Wed               2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18......   Mt 23:27-32 
Thu               1 Cor 1:1-9......................   Mt 24:42-51 
Fri                  1 Cor 1:17-25 .................   Mt 25:1-13 
Sat                  1 Cor 1:26-31 .................   Mk 6:17-29 
Sun                Jer 20:7-9 ........................   Rom 12:1-2  
                        Mt 16:21-27
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I guess I am stuck in 1950!  In addition to promulgating 
his encyclical, ‘Humani Generis,’ Pope Pius XII also de-
clared the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary as a 
dogma of the Catholic Faith.  It is this feast that we cele-
brate every August 15th.  Did Pius XII create a new doc-
trine of the Church?  Why did the Holy Spirit guide him to 
do declare the Assumption in 1950? 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary has always 
been a truth believed by Catholics (and Orthodox).  It is al-
luded to in the Book of Revelation 12: 1-5.  St. John de-
scribes his vision of heaven.  In it he sees ‘a woman clothed 
with the sun with the moon under her feet and a crown of 
twelve stars upon her head.’  John later speaks of the 
woman’s son who will rule the world with an ‘iron rod’ 
which is an allusion to Psalm 2 that prophesied the Messiah.  
Jesus is the Messiah and Mary is His Mother. 

In addition, there is a church in Jerusalem called the church 
of the ‘Dormitian of Mary’.  It is built upon the spot where 
Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven at the end of 
her earthly life. 

What Pope Pius XII did in 1950 was to make it absolutely 
clear that every Catholic must believe that Mary was as-
sumed body and soul into heaven before any violence could 
be done to her body after death.  It makes sense that Our 
Lord would not let the body which gave Him His Body and  
Blood suffer decay.  Therefore, next to the body of a Man 
in heaven, there is a body of a woman. 

 Why declare this dogma in 1950?  To remind the world of 
the dignity of mankind, in particular, the dignity of woman. 
First, the world had just concluded the Second World War 
wherein the dignity of human life suffered greatly.  Not only 
did great numbers of people die in military campaigns, but 
millions of innocent people were killed in concentration 
camps and in wholesale bombing of cities.  The world 
needed to be reminded that man is made in the image and 
likeness of a merciful and loving God and has an eternal 
goal in heaven. 

Second, the culture began to change after World War II to 
the detriment of woman.  Part of the purpose for men on 
this earth is to defend and guard the dignity of woman.  If 
you look at the cultural indicators in the late ‘40s (and early 
‘50s), such as music, movies, dance, etc., the woman be-
gins to be portrayed in mainstream society—of the West 
especially—as objects of pleasure for men.  Pope Pius XII 
saw these indicators.  The Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary should remind every woman of her tremendous 
dignity as a woman.  It should also remind every man of his 
responsibility to see, speak and think of every woman with 
a great dignity. 

God bless, 
FRVW 

PADRE’S CORNER
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DONATIONS 
Donations for the Week of July 26 
Sunday Collection  $29,518.59 
Samaritan Fund             $1,303.50 
Building Fund        $6,349.82
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LITURGY & MUSIC

PARISH LIFE

Please Pray for the Sick 
Patricia  Allen,  Joanne Ames, Ezekiel Arias, Andrea Baker, Vi Bar-
one, Isabella Benavides, Carmelita Bernardo, Connor Broussard, 
Stephen Brown, Matt Butram,  Jacqueline Caguiat, Jim Carnazza, 
Courtney Cella, Jim Cella, Valerie Center, Jesse Ces, Storm 
Cleary, Christina Connolly,  James Copenhaver, Heide Cornwell, 
Matthew Cosgrove, Kevin Cropp, Renee Davis, Linda Depew, 
Diane Erlandson, Alexander Favor, Mary Jo Fehr, Joe Fleming, 
Dino Franceschini, Lynne Franceschini, Sandra Furbee, Megan 
Gallagher,  Kelly Gifford, Maria Gizzi, Jeannette Godlewski, Debra 
Grauert, Cathy Gulac, Alty  Gutierrez, Kathy Harter, Dara Hogan,  
Jerry Hovan, Pat Hovan, Camencita Ibay, Roman Ibay,  Steven Im-
hoff, Terry Isbell,  Jim Jacobs, Jonathan Jarvis, Cathy Jones, Lynn 
Jones, Joseph Jurinski, Nolan Kelly, Frances Kennedy, Samuel 
Kittrell, Agripino Lampa Jr., Maria Leitao, Larry Liedtke, Carmen 
Lilley, Pamela Love, Noa Lynn, Ginny MacLauchlan, Bill Mac-
Murdy, Dona MacMurdy, Betty Lou Macomber, Jack Maier, Kevin 
Maisel, Makayla Mastal, Frank Matason, Leonor Migoya, Helen 
Mijmeh, Bob Moderacki, John Morris III, John Morris, Lilly Mor-
ris, Toni Morris, Brendan Murphy, Maureen Murray, Bill Naldrett, 
Kevin O’Neill, Teresa Nino,  Joe Osborne, Mary Jo Ostrowski, An-
thony Pelayo, Luis Perales Jr., Charles Perks, Ida Portland, Anne 
Purdy, Janet Ramos, Edie Reinsel, Raymond Remeika, Joan Rin-
derle, Betty Romano, Kevin Roper,  Joan Sachs, Teresa Sappier, 
Kathleen Schaad, Mickie Shea, John Shivik, Esther Silva, Rose 
Slebrch,  Alan Starr, Ann Stingle, Elfie Stitz, Mary Storch, Geoff  
Suiter, Mary Alma Sullivan, Rebecca Sullivan, Patricia Supik, Carol 
Theys, John & Cecilia Thieman, Dan Turgeon, Elissa Vavrinec, 
Joseph Witter, Joyce Zoromski and those in our book of prayers. 
If you know someone who should not be included on this list, 
please send the name to bulletin@stmaryofsorrows.org.   
Generally, names remain on the list unless otherwise requested.. 
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OCIA - Meet and Greet 

Are you or a member of your family interested in becoming 

Catholic or completing sacraments of initiation this year 

through the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA), 

OCIT for Teens or OCIC for younger Children? Are you an 

adult Catholic who has not received the sacrament of Confir-

mation? We would like to meet you and invite you to attend an 

informal gathering to learn about preparing for the sacraments, 

answer any questions you have, and help you begin the the pro-

cess. All family members are welcome! Light refreshments will 

be available. There will be a session on Thursday, August 

27th in St. Joseph Hall at 7:00 pm. For more information, 

please contact Deacon Dave Maurer at deacondave@stmaryof-

sorrows.org.

International Night Planning Meeting 

The next planning meeting takes place on Thursday, Sep-

tember 3rd at 7:00 pm in Farrell Hall. Advance tickets go on 

sale after Labor Day through the front office or country repre-

sentatives for $20 for adults and $10 for children aged 12 and 

under, while adult tickets cost $25 at the door on the day of the 

event. International Night - Taste of the World is on Saturday, 

October 17th at 6:30 pm in St. Joseph Hall. 

Grief Support Group 

Facing grief can be incredibly isolating, but you don't have to 

go through it alone. A 12-week grief support group, based on 

the principles of "Understanding Your Grief," by Dr. Alan 

Wolfelt, will be meeting to offer a safe space to explore grief, 

learn coping strategies, and connect with others who under-

stand. The group will start on  Wednesday, September 16th 

at St. Mary of Sorrows from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. For more 

information, please contact Kathy Maurer at 

griefcare4u@gmail.com or 703-472-0003. Registration is re-

quired.

PRESCHOOL

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Celebrating A Golden or Silver Wedding Anni-

versary This Year? 

Were you married in 1976 or 2001? Then join Bishop Michael 

F. Burbidge for the 2026 Mass for Jubilarians to be celebrated 

on Sunday, October 18th at 2:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. 

Thomas More at 3901 Cathedral Lane in Arlington.  Contact

Irene Alexander at (703) 978 - 4141, extension 101or email

at irenea@stmaryofsorrows.org to register no later than Oc-

tober 2, 2026.  For more info, visit https://www.arlingtondio-

cese.org/event/marriagejubilee/.
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PARISH OUTREACH

ADULT ENRICHMENTYOUTH MINISTRY

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
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WEEKLY ROOM SCHEDULE

Sun        23        OCA 8:00 AM  HC/OSMH

Ghana Meeting 12:00 PM     CR

Ghana CC Meeting 12:15 PM  SJH/CH/CR

Martha's Table Collection              12:45 PM     FH (b)

La Salette Novena 2:00 PM        CH

Ghana Natal Group 3:30 PM        CR

HS Youth Ministry 4:00 PM        SJH

Mon       24        CGS Training 10:00 AM     SJH

MS Youth Ministry 6:00 PM        SJH

Quad Lisa 7:00 PM     CR(WA)

Tue        25        Boutique 10:00 AM     FH(b)

Rosary Makers 12:00 PM     8L 

Grief Group 5:00 PM        CR

KofC 6:00 PM        OSMH

Santa Maria Dolorosa 7:00 PM        CR

HS Girls Small Group 7:00 PM        RE 

Young Adults 7:00 PM        SJH

Wed      26        AA Meeting 10:00 AM     OSMH

            Logs of Fire Prayer Group              12:00 PM     SJH

Food Pantry 2:00 PM        SJH

OCA 5:30 PM        HC

Parents’  Meeting 5:30 PM        SJH

HS Boys Small Group 7:00 PM        8L

OCIA 7:00 PM        FH

Legion of Mary 7:15 PM        CR

Thu        27        Mothers’ Group 9:30 AM       MR

            Food Pantry (Burke dist.)               4:00 PM    FH (b)wall

Boy Scout Meeting 6:30 PM        OSMH

Bible Study 6:30 PM        8L

NSS Practice 7:00 PM        MR

OCIA Meet & Greet 7:00 PM        SJH

Fri          28        Coffee 8:30 AM       FH(f)

Sat          29        Men's Bible Study 7:30 AM       8L

            Women's Group Bible Study        7:30 AM       CR

Catechist Kick Off 8:00 AM       FH

St. John Mission (OCA)                  5:15 PM        HC 

Ghana Choir Practice 6:00 PM        MR

Sun        30        OCA 8:00 AM  HC/OSMH

            Ghana Meeting 12:00 PM     CR

Ghana CC Meeting 12:15 PM  SJH/CH/CR

Ghana Natal Group 3:30 PM        CR

HS Youth Ministry 4:00 PM        SJH

Parish Center:    Other Locations:
FH= Farrell Hall CL= Choir Loft
SJH= St. Joseph Hall NC= New Church
CR= Conference Room OSMH= Historic Church Hall
MR= Music Room HC= Historic Church
PC= Parish Center       PL= Parking Lot
CR WA = Conference Room (Waiting Area)           

Time includes set-up. For more details, please check the announcements.      
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AROUND THE DIOCESE

Mass and Healing Prayer Service

Tuesday, August 25th, Mass and Healing Prayer Service is

scheduled for 7:00 p.m. at St. John Neumann Catholic Church,

11900 Lawyers Road, Reston.  Fr. John Melmer of St. John the

Beloved Church of McLean will celebrate. Confessions will be

available. This liturgy comes through the Arlington Diocese

Healing Ministry.  For more information, please contact Dick

Schaad, 703-455-6131.

16th Annual Mary’s Shelter Soirée & Fundraiser

Mary’s Shelter provides an expectant mother, and any ad-

ditional children she may have, with housing for up to three

years to further her education and/or secure employment. She

must receive counseling, attend in-house parenting and life-

skill classes, and adhere to the program covenants which offer

structure, self-discipline, and guidance. Join us on Saturday,

September 19th, 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm at Fredericksburg

Expo Center. The RSVP deadline to attend the event is Thurs-

day, September 10th at marysshelterva.org.

Fall Grief Retreat: Finding the Passion of

Christ in Your Story 

You do not have to grieve alone.  Join other mothers of loss on

September 18th & 19th for a fall retreat hosted by the Dio-

cese of Arlington Chapter of Red Bird Ministries.  Draw closer

to the Lord in your grief and find comfort, healing, and hope

by connecting with others who understand the extraordinary

cross you are carrying.  For all mothers of loss, from pregnancy

through adulthood. 

When: Friday, September 18 (6:30–9:00 pm) and Saturday,

September 19 (9:00 am–5:30 pm) Where: Morning Star Re-

treat House in Great Falls Cost: $40 (includes $25 grief group

journal, breakfast, and lunch)  Register: www.redbird.love/ar-

lington-va.  Questions?  Email elizabeth@redbird.love.

“Christians of the first centuries said, ‘The world was created for
the sake of the Church.’ God created the world for the sake of
communion with his divine life, a communion brought about by
the ‘convocation’ of men in Christ, and this ‘convocation’ is the
Church. The Church is the goal of all things, and God permitted
such painful upheavals as the angels' fall and man's sin only as oc-
casions and means for displaying all the power of his arm and the
whole measure of the love he wanted to give the world:
Just as God's will is creation and is called ‘the world,’ so his intention is
the salvation of men, and it is called ‘the Church.’”

      ~Catechism of the Catholic Church 760
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John Lewett
President

Certifi ed Arborists
Licensed & Fully Insured
Tree & Stump Removal

Pruning * Trimming * Firewood
703-359-4444

www.jltreeservice.com

& CREMATORY

9902 Braddock Road • Fairfax

www.fmfh.com
9900 Braddock Road • Fairfax

www.fmpark.com

Family Focused

Since 1957

Contact Us For All 

Your Cemetery

and Funeral Needs

703-323-5202

PLUMBING   HEATING  HVAC  REMODELING

1313 P S
A

www.caffiservices.com

703-836-6775

PLUMBING, HVAC,

REMODELING
SERVING NORTHERN 

VIRGINIA SINCE 1967!

REPAIRS

INSTALLATIONS

MAINTENANCE

EMERGENCY SERVICE

Serving the DC Metropolitan area since 1967

Connecting businesses to 

customers in realtime!

to our Bulletin Sponsors

Appreciation Attracts Growth

in remembrance of

ASK

STOP | ASK

MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI

BARBECUE PIT
®

(703) 445-5356
11750 Fair Oaks Mall, Fairfax, VA 2203311750 Fair Oaks Mall, Fairfax, VA 22033

KIDS EAT FREE
EVERY SUNDAY!

Ages 12 & Under

10% DISCOUNT
ON ALL CATERING ORDERS!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESSDon’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

CONTACT ME

Marsha Haney

mhaney@jppc.net
(941) 445-0778

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!
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PAT’S
MASONRY, LLC

Brick • Stone • Concrete
Patios • Walls
540-481-6519
Free Estimates

www.patsmasonry.com

www.virginiaeyecare.com     703.569.3131

eye exams • contact lenses • laser surgery services
Courtney Shay, O.D. 

Timothy LaFreniere, O.D.
Kathryn Huebner, O.D.
Mallory Cranmer, O.D.

Bryan Procopio, O.D.
Alyssa Shema, O.D.

9314-A Old Keene Mill Rd., Burke, VA

Peter K. Cocolis, Jr., DMD
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Quality Care • Latest Techniques • Convenient Appointments

Call 703-912-3800 | www.smiles4va.com
5803 Rolling Road, Suite 211 (Next to Interstate Van Lines)

703-583-8733

FREE Estimates by Certi� ed Arborist

Licensed and Fully Insured

•Tree & Stump Removal

•Pruning & Fertilization

•Crown Maintenance

www.rosstrees.com

Spanish Speaking Provider 
and Staff  Available

703-273-9440
4001 Fair Ridge Dr. #304 Fairfax

Accepting New Patients
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Heating, A/C & Refrigeration, Inc.

Bogacki & Bogacki DDS, PC
Russell E. Bogacki, DDS, MS
Katherine R. Bogacki, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Friendly & Courteous Staff

We provide quality dental
care and help you maintain 

good oral health.

703-451-2867
8344 Traford Lane

Springfield, VA

www.bogackidental.com

Certifi ed Public Accountants

�  Business Advisory � Trusts & Estates
�  Income Taxes � Eldercare Bookkeeping
�  Accounting & Payroll ~ PARISHIONER ~

Burke Professional Center � 5210-B Lyngate Court

www.BaW.CPA | 703-426-5560

B U I L D  Y O U R B U I L D  Y O U R 
C O M M U N I T YC O M M U N I T Y

- Shop Local -
P A T R O N I Z E  T H E A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !P A T R O N I Z E  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !

Dr. Kevin Toms
Dr. Brandon Cummins | Dr. Rodney  Klima

EARLY ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT

BRACES | CLEAR ALIGNERS

Free Consultation 703-425-5125
5204-B Lyngate Ct. Burke, VA 22015
www.burkefamilyortho.com

$9
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BRENNAN’S TREE SERVICE
703-218-8003

WWW.BRENNANSTREESERVICE.COM

Storm Damage � Pruning & Thinning � Cabling 
Tree Removal � Planting � Hazard Pruning

Firewood � Deep Root Fertilization
Crane Service � Stump Removal

Independent You, Inc.
Senior Care Services
Companion & CNA care, care management,

nursing & driving services customized to fi t your needs.

Owned & Operated by 

Mary Beth Crosson

& Joanne McCarty

703-999-3006   www.independentyou.net

(703) 368-5013
9014 Centerville Road • Manassas

KLINE MEMORIALS
Quality Monuments Quality Monuments Since 1901Since 1901

St. Joseph’s Roofi ng, Inc.
703-716-7663  Roofi ng • Windows • Gutters • Siding www.SJRoof.com

WE OFFER FINANCING

7703-368-74833

Celebrating Our 45th Year

Diocesan Member

WHAT 

WOULD

Jesus DO?

“We’re all just walking each 

other home.”

- Ram Dass

CARING FOR EVERYONE ELSE?

LET SOMEONE CARE FOR YOU.

www.midatlanticpsychotherapy.com In
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PCounseling for overwhelm,

life transitions, anxiety,

family & faith.

571-771-1989
Vienna, VA - In Person

& Telehealth

Free 20-minute

consultation,

just call or book online.

Space 

Available


