
 Faith Formation Back-2-School kickoff TODAY after Mass! - Fellowship Hall



                  Free event in Bannon Hall!
TODAY!

2:00 - 4:00 pm
A�ernoon of Poetry 
& Prose welcomes         

Rev. Mary 
Lautzenhiser Bellon, 
Ph.D. Listen to her 

wri�ngs, poetry, and fic�on, drawing on her faith 
and training in psychology and as an Elder in the 

Methodist church.

Visit bakhitaarts.org

Hat Sunday is August 30!                                                                                                                                                 
The Rosary & Confraternity Society 
invites all ladies of the parish to wear 
their favorite hat to the 8 am & 10 am 
Masses!

Baby bottle fund drive
The Knights of Columbus are launching the first of 
three Baby Bo�le Campaigns star�ng the month of 
August. Plas�c baby bo�les will be distributed a�er 
all Masses. Parishioners are asked to take a bo�le 
to use as a convenient place to collect loose change 
that might otherwise accumulate in your vehicle, 
purse, desk, or around your home. 
Baby Bo�le collec�on campaigns will take place 
during the following months:

    August 2026  *  February 2027  *  May 2027
All collec�ons are due by August 31. The Knights 
ask that you keep the bo�le to use again for the next cam-
paigns. Proceeds will benefit Aid & Support A�er Pregnancy 
(ASAP), a program that supports pregnant women, mothers, 
and their children, both born and unborn, by serving preg-
nancy resource centers and maternity homes. 
Small dona�ons add up and make a meaningful difference! 
Thank you for your generosity!



If �me travel were possible, I would enjoy a relaxed con-
versa�on with St. Peter about his past fears, especially his 
fear of drowning. My own fear of the same happened many 
years ago when I was a boy on a lakeside summer vaca�on 
with my family. I was wading carefree in the cool water 
when suddenly the so� ground beneath me disappeared, 
and I started to sink. My arms flailing about happily caught 
the lifeguard’s a�en�on, and I soon felt the power of his 
strong arms around me as he carried me to shore. My fear 
of deep water born that day has been with me ever since. 
This despite several failed efforts to learn how to swim.                   

In our gospel scene today, we see wonderfully impetuous 
St. Peter leap from the storm-tossed boat when he heard 
his Lord invite him to join him by simply saying “Come!” 
But it wasn’t an easy ocean walk. The big fisherman felt 
small as he started to sink. His one prayer became: “Lord, 
save me!” A�erward, Jesus had to ask our first pope: “Why 
did you begin to have doubts, O man of li�le faith?”

Jesus had always insisted that people should look at a sit-
ua�on in its en�rety before they acted (Ma�hew 16:24-
25). He was always completely honest with people, as He 
s�ll is with us. He urged any who would follow Him to 
see the difficul�es of doing so before they joined Him on 
“the Way.” A thread runs through Chris�an history of 
people’s failure to count the cost of a decision and not 
act on impulse or emo�on. Dare I cite Judas as an exam-
ple?

So, it is well to have our own emo�ons in check when we 
are considering doing something “for Jesus’ sake.” Pru-
dence is a virtue. It is not so much a harness on our gen-
erosity as it is a cau�onary blinking yellow light on our in-
ternal switchboard. The rent money, a�er all, has a built-
in purpose.

Like all of us, St. Peter and the chosen Eleven had to 
learn the truths of the Lord the hard way. Experience is a 
hard teacher because first you get the test and then the 
lesson. So, it is wise to pay a�en�on to life lessons from 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

At the Milan Cathedral in Italy there are three inscrip-
�ons over the respec�ve doorways. Over the right-hand 
door there is this mo�o: “All that pleases is but for a mo-
ment.” Over the le�-hand door the words are: “All that 
troubles is but for a moment.” But over the central door 
there is a simple sentence: “Nothing is important save 
that which is eternal.” God love you and give you pru-
dence.
       Reflec�on by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Testing the waters of faith





Schedule of events

12-4 pm - Block Party
        3:30-4:30 pm - Holy Hour with Confessions

        4:30 pm - Mass

btrOutreach receives grant 
St. Mary Outreach received a very generous surprise at 
the 10 am Mass on July 26. York County councilman, 
William “Bump” Roddey, awarded Outreach a grant of 
$2,500 for use in all their good works of helping those in 
need in our community.  

Religious Education ramp-up!
It’s �me for another great year of Reli-
gious Educa�on at St. Mary! Many thanks 
to our wonderful team of leaders,        
catachists, and volunteers, for without 
this would be made possible. Here’s a   
reminder of what’s coming up:

1) Faith Forma�on Kickoff - a�er Mass today in the Fellow-
ship Hall
2) Faith Forma�on classes - Sundays 8:30-9:50 am (for 10 
am Mass a�endees); 9-10:30 am (for 8am Mass a�endees) 
star�ng August 16, Cenacle
3) O.C.I.A. - Wednesdays 5:30-6:45 pm star�ng August 12, 
Bakhita Room
4) Youth Ministry - Wednesdays 7-8:30 pm star�ng August 
19, Bakhita Room (Sunday Youth Ministry mee�ngs TBA).

Confirma�on Registra�on is now open. All high 
school students who have not received the Sacra-
ment of Confirma�on are invited to register today
a�er Mass. Registra�on forms are available in the 
Gathering space. 

Last chance for Party sign-ups!
There’s still time to sign up to bring items to the 
Bishop’s Synodal Visit Community Block Party on 
Saturday! We need families to bring Games, 
Tents, Side dishes, and Lawn chairs! Sign-up 
sheets are located in the Gathering space.
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