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SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 — TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SAINT KEVIN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
333 Sandy Lane, Warwick, Rhode Island 02889
Telephone: (401) 737-2638 / Fax: (401) 732-2832
Website: saintkevinri.org
A Roman Catholic community with pride in our past and faith in our future

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday at 4 p.m.
Sunday at 8 and 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday at 7:45 a.m.
The 10 a.m. Sunday Mass is livestreamed at www.saintkevinri.org

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Robert L. Marciano, KCHS
Rev. Francis W. O’Hara, St. Kevin
Rev. Roland Simoneau, St. Benedict
Pastoral Assistant Sister Joan Hawkins, SSJ
Parish Receptionist Mrs. Lisa Callahan

Pastor FrMarciano@aol.com

Pastor Emeriti

secretary@saintkevinri.org

Parish & School Finance Nancy Clancy
Bulletin Paula Reynolds

Nclancy@dioceseofprovidence.org
bulletin@saintkevinri.org

PARISH OFFICE
Telephone: (401) 737-2638 / Fax: (401) 732-2832 / Website: saintkevinri.org

Howurs: Monday—Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sunday from 9 a.m. to noon

The office is located in the rear of the church through the door on the left side of the altar and is ac-
cessible to the handicapped and through the door at back of the church.

SCHOOIL. OFFICE
Telephone: (401) 737-7172 / Email: sksoffice@saintkevinschool.com / Webs: saintkevinschool.com

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

Baptism: Baptisms take place on the first and
third Sundays of each month at 11 a.m. but can be
scheduled anytime, if necessary, at the family’s con-
venience. Please call the parish office to register in
the parish and to schedule a baptism.

Holy Matrimony: We are delighted to be part of
your special day. Contact the pastor through the
parish office at least one year in advance of your
wedding.

Confession: First Saturday of the month from
3:15—3:45 p.m. Can also be scheduled anytime by
contacting the office.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion to
Shut-ins: Fr. Marciano and/or Ministers to the
Sick are available to visit those who are ill. Please
call the office to arrange a visit.

Prayer Line: 739-2189

PARISH CONTACTS

Religious Education Grades 1-8
Leslie Baxter, coordinator
ceddirector@saintkevinri.org

Confirmation Grade 9
Trish Meegan, coordinator
confirmationdirector@saintkevinri.org

Music Ministry and Adult Choir
Bryan Barrette, director (401) 737-1662
musicminislry@saintkevinri.org

Children and Youth Choirs

PattiLou Davis, director

pmdavisi215@gmail.com

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: (401) 921-0907

Bulletin submissions: bulletin @saintkevinri.org

Plan an event in Fr. O’Hara Hall (401) 737-2638
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SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, Sept. 20: Confirmation Registration
after both the 8 and 10 a.m. Masses

Monday, Sept. 21: Prayer Group at 3 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 22: Ladies of S§t. Kevin Installa-
tion of Officers Mass at 6 p.m.; reception following in

Father O'Hara Hall

Thursday, Sept. 24: Children and Youth Choir
Rehearsal 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the church

Sunday, Sept. 27: Religious Education begins,
Grades 1—-8

Monday, Sept. 28: Prayer Group at 3 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 28: Knit & Crochet from Noon to
2 p.m. in Fr. O’Hara Hall

Wednesday, Sept. 30: Parish Link meeting at 6
p.m. in Fr. O'Hara Hall

OCTOBER
Saturday, Oct. 3: Bingo at 5:30 p.m.
sunday, Oct. 3: @lains Faotn AMERICA 250
from noon to 5 p.m. on Church grounds
Monday, Oct. 5: Prayer Group at 5 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9: Grandparents Day
Sunday, Oct. 11: No CCD
Monday, Oct. 12: Columbus Day — Office Closed

Sunday, Oct. 18: Confirmation Parent/Student
meeting following 10 a.m. Mass

Monday, Oct. 19: Ladies of St. Kevin meeting at
7 p.m. in Fr. O'Hara Hall

Monday, Oct. 28: Prayer Group at 3 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 26: Knit & Crochet from Noon to 2
p.m. in Fr. O’'Hara Hall

Wednesday, Oct. 28: Parish Link meeting at 6
p.m. in Fr. O'Hara Hall

Weekly Collections

Weekend of September 13
St. Vincent de Paul

$10,650
$ 2,810

Second collection Sept. 20:  Senior Priest Retirement
Second collection Sept. 27:  Maintenance/Repair

THIS WEEK’S INTENTIONS
Saturday, Sept. 19 — 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 20 — 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8am. ELIZABETH M. GOODING
Birthday remembrance by family
GUY MARRAPESE
Eighth anniversary remembrance by family
BARBARA J. MAYER
24th anmiversary remembrance by family
ROBERT S. MAYER
17th anniversary remembrance by family
JOSE ALVES
Birthday remembrance by Lawrence family
IRENE & JACK BETTENCOURT
Remembrance by fomily
WILLIAM BUSH
Birthday remembrance by family
VIRGINIA DOORLEY
Month’s Mind
SOPHIA KANE
Month’s Mind
JOANNE WEST
Fifth anniversary by Baxter & Walaska families
Monday, Sept. 21 — Saint Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
7:45 am.
Tuesday, Sept. 22 — Weekday
745am. TIMOTHY J. WATTERSON
Sixth aniiversary remembrance by family
Wednesday, Sept. 23 — St. Pius of Pietrelcina
7.45am.  LOUISE LEVEILLEE & faithful departed
Remembrance by hushand
NORMAN LALIBERTE
Birthday remembrance by family
ELIZABETH WAIT
Birthday remembrance by family
DALE WILSON
Anniversary remembrance by family
DECEASED MEMBERS WILSON
and POULIN FAMILIES
Remembrance by fomnily
Thursday, Sept. 24 — Weekday
745am.  FREDERICKJ. WATTERSON
4qth anniversary remembrance by family
Friday, Sept. 25 — Weekday

10 a.11.

7:45 am.
Saturday, Sept. 26 — 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4p.an. SOPHIA KANE
Month’s Mind
Sunday, Sept. 27 — 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8am. MICHAEL BATALON
Birthday remembrance by family
BARBARA MACIEL
Birthday remembrance by family
10 am. SOPHIA KANE

Month’s Mind by Ladies of St. Kevin
JOSEPH LAQUALE

Second anniversary by wife and family
PATRICIA LOGAN

Fourth anniversary by family

HELEN LUSZCZ

Birthday remembrance by son
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WITH PRIDE IN THE PAST AND FAITH IN THE FUTURE

Commemorative
Event Collection

Support St. Kevin parish and
commemorate this historic »
celebration with exclusive T-Shll‘ts

keepsakes. Youth XS - XL, Adult S - 3XL
$15

Wear your St. Kevin America250
shirt to the event on Oct. 4 and
receive a FREE raffle ticket for
the giant drawing!

Wine Glasses
Laser Engraved (Set of 2)

$30/set
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‘J\J[' ‘?IC’

250
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; — Available for purchase by cash or check after all
\ S, 9/19, 9/20, 9/26, and 9/27 masses and at the
- i 10/4 event (while supplies last).
~ages—
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PASTOR’S COLUMN

THANK YOU, FATHER PESCATELLO— last week-
end at all of the Masses we welcomed Father Joe Pes-
catello, the retired pastor of St. John Vianney in Cumber-
land and still serving as one of the chaplains at Bryant
University where he served for 12 years. Father is well
known to us and spoke on behalf of the Senior Priests Re-
tirement collection that occurs this weekend. We are
blessed to have the pastoral assistance of great retired
priests Father O’Hara, Father Simoneau, Father Ken, Fa-
ther Ricci and Father Joe. They bring a great message
when they are with us and even though each one has
earned a well-deserved retirement they still lend them-
selves to assist here and at other parishes around the dio-
cese. This weekend we can show our appreciation for them
and their kind assistance in our second collection. The pa-
dres do have an income of Social Security but also rely on
their monthly priest's pension supplied by the diocese and
your kind generosity. When you make your gift, think of
the priests in your life who have assisted you on your faith
journey, including these fine "men in black” and be gener-
ous as a sign of your gratitude. Many thanks to all for your
prayerful support of our priests, active and retired.

TIME TO BUY SOME AMERICA 250 BLING—On
display in the sancluary, these items can be purchased this
weekend and next weekend to our ST. KEV-
IN CELEBRATE AMERICA 250 evenl on Sunday, Oc-
tober 4 from noon to 5 p.m. right here on parish grounds.

We have commemorative T-shirts, mugs and engraved
wine glasses and they will make perfect Christmas gifts to
keep the memory of this great family day alive for years to
come. They are all on sale in the church hall before or
after Masses. T-shirts are available in children’s and adult
sizes and wear them on the day of the event when youn
check in and you’ll get a free ticket for the giant cash raf-
fle that will be held at 3 p.m. that day. Tickets for the day
are also on sale this weekend at $25 for a family pass, $10
for individual and children under 5 free! It will be great
fun with grilled hotdogs and hamburgers served by the
Knights of Columbus from Council 2295, food trucks,
antique and current fire trucks, police Kg teams, military
guests, games for our young visitors (and old ones, too),
visits from Disney Princesses Elsa and Anna, and a giant
penny social with great gift prizes that will all make the
day one to remember. Check out the full schedule of
evenls below and see you on October 4 to CELEBRATE
250!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY FATHER ROLAND—On
this past Monday, September 15, Father Roland Simo-
neau celebrated his 48th Anniversary of Ordination to the
Priesthood. What a gift he is to us and has been to so
many for nearly five decades. He is a man of great faith,
pastoral service and energy and brings us so much joy as
one of our pastors emeritus still serving with great enthu-
siasm. Thank you, Father Roland and we are looking for-
ward to celebrating your 50th soon!

Have a great and sunny Fall week and God Bless.
—Fr. Bob Marciano

ST. KEVIN PARISH AND SCHOOL CELEBRATE AMERICA 250

Sunday, October 4 - Noon to 5 p.m.

Noon -
Food and drink tickets on sale

Check in at balloon archway - $25 family / $10 adults / children under 5 are free

Wear your W%ﬂi AMERICA 250 T-shirt and get a FREE Raffle ticket

Seating available in Father O'Hara Hall

Food trucks, games, hamburgers and hotdogs prepared by our Knights from Council
2295 / DJ music and dancing and much more

1-2 p.m. Disney Princesses Ariel and Belle visit

Official ceremony with WFD /WPD combined color guard / National Anthem

2p.m. -
Special guests / Military guests

3 p.m. - GIANT RAFFLE DRAWING - Cash Prizes: $2500.00 / $1776.00 / $250.00
(Tickets on sale at check in)

4 p.m. - Penny Social in church hall / Giant gift baskets

5p.m. -

Festival closes. Thanks for a great day. God Bless America.
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A TREASURE IN CLAY

The Autobiography of Fulton J. Sheen

Chapter Ten ~ In Journeyings Often
Al Smith, on the occasion of our trip to Europe together, remarked: “The two best days of any trip are the day you leave
and the day you get back.” St. Augustine saw it in another light: “The world is a book and those who do not travel read
only a page.” Travel depends on what you bring to the places you visit. It is very much like attending an opera: if one’s
knowledge of music is nil, one is constantly waiting for the orchestra to play a tune that one can whistle. What would the
scene of the Battle of Waterloo mean to one who knew nothing about Napoleon?

I have traveled much in the world, except to Russia and behind the Iron Curtain, though I once was behind the
wall in East Germany. Though I visited Europe much during and after World War II, T am here concerned with those
trips overseas which affected me spiritually and intellectually.

In 1922 a distinguished French novelist, Emile Baumann, came to the University of Louvain to give alecture. He
had just won the Prix de Balzac for eminence in French literature. I was invited to dine with him and the rector of the
School of Philosophy. At dinner Monsieur Baumann asked the rector if he would recommend a graduate student of the
university to accompany him on a trip tracing the travels of St. Paul, about which he would later write a book. (That
book was subsequently printed in French and went through over one hundred editions.) The rector suggested that he
take me along as his companion. I was embarrassed at the thought for he was a distinguished man of letters while I had
all the imperfections of one unskilled in the French language. But it turned out to be a happy trip together. Inasmuch as
the footsteps and the sea journeys of St. Paul which we followed are already in M. Baumann’s book, T will limit myself
only to three places which influenced my life. Little did I know in those days that it would be given me through radio and
television to address a greater audience in half an hour than Paul in all the years of his missionary life.

The psychology and the theology of conversion have always been one of the major interests of my life, hence my
deep interest in a visit to Damascus, where Saul was given the gift of faith. Paul, or Saul as he was known before he be-
came an apostle of Christ, was completely turned around at Damascus. Before entering the city he intended to persecute
those who were Christians. On the way out he loved both Christ and Christians. I do not believe there is anything in
Scripture which so much reveals the nature of the Church as this conversion of Paul. One moment he is the major bigot
in Christian history and a persecutor “breathing out threats against the Church”; the next he is the greatest of all apos-
tles “born out of due time.” The date is certainly before A.D. 50. Christ has already risen and was glorified in Heaven.
Yet the heavens open and the voice speaks: “Saul, Saul, why do vou persecute Me?” Saul asked: “Who art Thou, Lord?”
The answer came back: “T am Jesus Whom vou are persecuting.”

How could Saul be persecuting Christ, Who was already glorified in Heaven? If someone steps on the foot, does
not the head complain? Saul was touching the Body of Christ which is the Church and the Head protested, for the Head
and the Body are one.

Desirous of finding some way to express my thanks for having been near the spot where Paul was called to be
the greatest of apostles, I sought out a little chapel on the roadway which had been dedicated to him and which tradi-
tionally marked the spot of his conversion. On the right side of the altar there had been a heroic painting of the saint.
Someone had gone into the chapel the night before and slashed the painting to ribbons. I recalled the words of Christ to
Saul during his conversion: “It is hard for you to kick against the goad.” In other words: “It’s no use trying to resist My
grace. For a long time I have had great things in store for you. Try no longer to be My enemy. I have marked you to be a
great apostle. Tt is hard. I have struck thee down as a persecutor, but I will raise you up as a chosen vessel unto Me.”

As the Damascus scene impressed on my early priesthood the continuity of Christ through history in His body
which is the Church, so the Athens scene taught me that the central theme of all our preaching must be Christ and Him
crucified.

Paul first preached in the marketplace, where the philosophers, particularly the Stoics and Epicureans, disput-
ed. Many of them were students of the University of Athens, but since they were searching for more novelty than depth
they compared St. Paul to a small bird which picks up different seed for its food. He was not unprepared to meet the di-
verse philosophers, one of whom was devoted to pleasure and the other to a puritan way of life, for he had acquired a
familiarity with their doctrine in his own city of Tarsus. In any case, St. Paul defended his position so well that the crowd
proposed that he should go to the top of the Areopagus, or Mars Hill —the most famous spot in Athens. It was a place of
sacred judgment and the center of arbitration on religious matters. Pericles had stood there.

On the way up the hill, Paul passed through streets that were lined with the statues of gods. In fact, T observed
many images of the ancient gods still remaining as I made my way to the hill. What struck me was not just idolatry, but
that these stone images were yearnings in the hearts of men for God to appear among them. If their gods would not
come down from their Olympian heights, they would force them to come down by incarnating them in rock and gold
and silver. These were unconscious cravings for Emmanuel or “God among us.” Page 6 - 953



Every night I went to Mars Hill and reread that famous speech of St. Paul in chapter 17 of Acts. From the point of view
of rhetoric and pedagogy it was a perfect speech. First, he began with a tribute that was to win their souls. Paul spoke of
how God made the universe, was the Lord of Heaven and earth, did not dwell in temples made with hands (such as the
beautiful one he was looking on); that He made of one blood every nation of men that dwelled upon the face of the
earth, fixing the limits and extent of their habitation, and inspiring them to seek God even though they might be groping
in the darkness. God, Paul said, was not far from any one of them. As the poet put it, “We are all His offspring.” Paul
then jumped to the subject of Judgment and the Resurrection.

He made only two converts—Dionysius, and a woman named Damaris. The talk was not a success. It was rather
one of Paul’s great failures. He left the city immediately after the talk and walked to Corinth. He never went back to Ath-
ens, never wrote a letter to the Athenians, and there is no record that he established a church in Athens. As I sat evening
after evening reading that speech, it finally dawned on me why St. Paul failed in that talk. He had failed to mention the
Name of Christ and His Crucifixion. I am sure that as he walked that dusty road between Athens and Corinth he must
have said over and over again what he later wrote to the Corinthians: “I am resolved among you to know nothing but
Christ and Him Crucified.”

One other moment in the voyage among countless ones that affected me was the visit to the city of Ephesus.
When I saw it, it was a wilderness; when Paul saw it, it was called the “Treasure House of Asia.” He looked out on the
great glory of the Temple of Diana as she was called in Latin, or Artemis as she was known in Greek—one of the Seven
Wonders of the World. It was 425 feet long, 220 feet wide and 60 feet high. The altar itself had been carved by Praxite-
les, the greatest of all the Greek sculptors. Each of the 127 columns was of Parian marble weighing 150 tons, measuring
60 feet high and decorated in gold and precious stones. Eight of these columns I saw later in the Church of Santa Sophia
in former Constantinople. All that remains now is the open amphitheater facing the sea, which seated thirty thousand
people, and a few ruins of the library, which contained many volumes of magic and superstition. Large stones of the
street somewhat resembling those of the Appian Way could still be seen. But of its glory, its temple is a mass of shape-
less ruin, its harbor a reedy pool whose silence is insulted by the noisy flights of crows. “All the air a solemn stillness
holds.” The government insisted that we take guards with us because of the robbers who hid in the ruins. On one occa-
sion they did dash out from the long subterranean passage but were quickly repulsed by the soldiers.

Paul began preaching in the synagogue and then later on after it rejected him, he taught in the school of Tyran-
nus, the heathen Sophist who specialized in rhetoric and philosophy. During the month of May, which was the sacred
month of Diana, Paul noticed that the drunkenness, debauchery and worship of Diana was beginning to decline, since
he preached that there were no gods made with hands. Consequently, there arose in Ephesus muttered curses against
him; finally the ill-concealed exasperations came to an end when the chief victim of the decline of idol worship began to
protest against Paul. His name was Demetrius; he had built a considerable business in the manufacture of little silver
shrines and images of Diana which he sold to pilgrims on their visits to the temple. Also affected were the sacred slaves
and musicians of the temple, as well as skilled artisans and ordinary workmen.

A mob was quickly organized over those large stones heading for the amphitheater. Nothing hinders men more
from going to or from an opinion than the interest they have in holding it; they see they cannot have the honey unless
they burn the bees; they cannot have their profits, their orgies and their gain unless they dispatch Paul.

Paul had never said anything against Diana. On the contrary, when the mob went into the amphitheater, shout-
ing for the death of Paul, the town clerk told the people that he had not mentioned Diana by name. For two hours the
crowd in the arena shouted praises to Diana of the Ephesians until it reverberated on every side. Then a recorder, an
important civic official, calmed the angry crowd.

Two of Paul’s companions in travel, Gaius and Aristarchus, had been carried into the theater with the crowd.
Paul himself was on the point of going there but his disciples bade him to hide. St. Paul looking back on those mo-
ments, said: “We were weighed down exceedingly, beyond our power, inasmuch as we despaired even of life itself.” Paul
was obliged to leave the city later on.

Ephesus taught me that preaching of the Word will always provoke antagonisms. Whether it be against com-
munism or against greed, whether it be directed against divorce or abortion, there will not only be individual harass-
ment but organized revolt. Sometimes a seeming zeal for religion can be nothing more than a disguised love of profit, as
was the case with Demetrius. Despite all that, Paul established the Church in Ephesus—to which he later addressed one
of his epistles—while its bishop was the first of the seven to whom the Book of Revelation is addressed. Interesting still
is the fact that in the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in 431, the Council of Ephesus was held. As the gods of Athens were
yearnings for a god among men, so it happened that Diana, the Moon Goddess, found her fulfillment in Mary, who is
described as having the moon under her feet.

Continued next week ...
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