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SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 — TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SAINT KEVIN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
333 Sandy Lane, Warwick, Rhode Island 02889
Telephone: (401) 737-2638 / Fax: (401) 732-2832
Website: saintkevinri.org
A Roman Catholic community with pride in our past and faith in our future

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday at 4 p.m.

Sunday at 8 and 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday at 7:45 a.m.
The 10 a.m. Sunday Mass is livestreamed at www.saintkevinri.org

PARISH STAFF

Pastor
Pastor Emeriti

Rev. Robert L. Marciano, KCHS
Rev. Francis W. O’Hara, St. Kevin

FrMarciano@aol.com

Rev. Roland Simoneau, St. Benedict

Pastoral Assistant
Parish Receptionist
Parish & School Finance Nancy Clancy
Bulletin Paula Reynolds

Sister Joan Hawkins, SSJ
Mrs. Lisa Callahan

secretary@saintkevinri.org
Nelancy@dioceseofprovidence.org
bulletin@saintkevinri.org

PARISH OFFICE
Telephone: (401) 737-2638 / Fax: (401) 732-2832 / Website: saintkevinri.org

Howurs: Monday—Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sunday from 9 a.m. to noon

The office is located in the rear of the church through the door on the left side of the altar and is ac-
cessible to the handicapped and through the door at back of the church.

SCHOOIL. OFFICE
Telephone: (401) 737-7172 / Email: sksoffice@saintkevinschool.com / Web: saintkevinschool.com

**Summer Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

Baptism: Baptisms take place on the first and
third Sundays of each month at 11 a.m. but can be
scheduled anytime, if necessary, at the family’s con-
venience. Please call the parish office to register in
the parish and to schedule a baptism.

Holy Matrimony: We are delighted to be part of
your special day. Contact the pastor through the
parish office at least one year in advance of your
wedding.

Confession: First Saturday of the month from
3:15—3:45 p.m. Can also be scheduled anytime by
contacting the office.

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion to
Shut-ins: Fr. Marciano and/or Ministers to the
Sick are available to visit those who are ill. Please
call the office to arrange a visit.

Prayer Line: 739-2189

PARISH CONTACTS

Religious Education Grades 1-8
Leslie Baxter, coordinator
ceddirector@saintkevinri.org

Confirmation Grade 9
Trish Meegan, coordinator
confirmationdirector@saintkevinri.org

Music Ministry and Adult Choir
Bryan Barrette, director (401) 737-1662
musicminislry@saintkevinri.org

Children and Youth Choirs

PattiLou Davis, director

pmdavisi215@gmail.com

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: (401) 921-0907

Bulletin submissions: bulletin @saintkevinri.org

Plan an event in Fr. O’Hara Hall (401) 737-2638
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SAVE THE DATE
Monday, Sept. 7: LABOR DAY/ Office closed
Wednesday, Sept. g: First choir rehearsal at 7 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 11: Special observance of September 11
from 10:13 a.m. to noon at Oakland Beach Seawall, St. Kevin
Church choir participating

Sunday, Sept. 13: Confirmation Registration after both
the 8 and 10 a.m. Masses

Monday, Sept. 14: Prayer Group at 3 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 14: Catholic Book Club begins at 6:30
p.m. in the church

Tuesday, Sept. 15: St. Kevin School Open House

Wednesday, Sept 16: Registration for OCIA at 6:30
p-m. in St. Kevin School library

Sunday, Sept. 20: Confirmation Registration after both
the 8 and 10 a.m. Masses

Monday, Sept. 21: Prayer Group at 3 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 22: First meeting of Ladies of St. Kevin
at 7 p.m. in Father O'Hara Hall

Sunday, Sept. 27: Religious Education begins for
Grades 1—8

Monday, Sept. 28: Prayer Group at 3 p.m.
Knit & Crochet Noon—2 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 3o: Parish Link meeting at 6:30 p.m.
in Father O’Hara Hall
OCTOBER

Saturday, Oct. 3: Bingo

Sunday, Oct. 4: CELEBRATE AMERICA 250 from noon
to 5 p.m. on St. Kevin Church grounds

Monday, Oct. 5: Prayer Group at 3 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 18: Confirmation Parent/Student meet-
ing following 10 a.m. Mass

Weekly Collections
Weekend of August 29-30 $9.733

Second collection on September 13 is for St. Vincent de Paul

THIS WEEK’S INTENTIONS

Sat., Sept. 5 — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

4pm.

JOHN PAGLIARO
Birthday remembrance by family

Sunday, Sept. 6 — 231rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8am.

10 a.m.

LAWRENCE ANDERSON, JR.
1oth anniversary by Tony Prattico
MARY & JOHN MORRIS
Remembrance by family

FANNY & MANUEL MORRIS
Remembrance by family

DAVID RICCI, SR.

First anniversary by family

AMY BELL

Birthday remembrance by parents

EDWARD McDONALD
Anniversary remembrance by mom

Monday, Sept. 7 — Weekday

7145 a.m.

MERILEE HANLEY

Remembrance by family

TOM HANLEY

Remembrance by family

PETER McGINN

Second anniversary remembrance by family

Tuesday, Sept. 8 — Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

745 am,

Wednesday, Sept. 9 — St. Peter Claver, Priest

7145 a.m.

LOUISE LEVEILLEE & faithful departed
Remembrance by husband

Thursday, Sept. 10 — Weekday

7145 A

Friday, Sept. 11 — Weekday

7:45 a.m,

MICHAEL PALAZZO
Month’s Mind by family

Saturday, Sept. 12 — 231d Sunday in Ordinary Time

4pm.

CHERYL ARMSTRONG

Third anniversary by daughters
DONALD ARMSTRONG

Birthday remembrance by daughters
CHERYL IDONE

First anniversary by Travis McGowan
THERESE LEONARD

Sixth anniversary by family

Sen. WILLIAM WALASKA
Birthday remembrance by family

Sunday, Sept. 13 — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8am.
10 am.

LEONARD BEAUMIER

Fifth anniversary by family
KRISTY-ANNE COSKIMILLS
Tenth anniversary by family
JOSEPH SAROKA

Birthday remembrance by family
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A DAY OF FUN, LEARNlNG & COMMUNITY

DEDICATED TO FIRE SAFETY!

10AM-1PM

(RAIN OR SHINE)

SATilRDAY

 SEPTEMBER 26™ 2026

STATIONS %

1651 POST ROAD

(NEXT TO THE U-HAUL BUILDING) ' |

PARKING LOCATED ON
KENTUCKY AVE. AND
REAR OF FIRE STATION :

LIV FIR
TRAININ; uEn

" KID OBSTACLE

VEHICLE DWETANK LIVE FIRE
EXTRICATION [ e oy ] BURN TRAILER COURSES &
EMONSTRATION 'DEMONSTRATION ACTIVITIES
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ADDITIONAL ICE CREAM WILL
BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE.

MEET YOUR
% FIREFIGHTERS!

= £&¥ Touch A TRUCK!

& .,nnmc,, =

e ,' . @D ASK QUESTIONS!

zﬁ:x,. LEARN TODAY, BE SAFE TOMORROW! .
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Special observance of
September 11 planned

Boots to Briefcases and the City of War-
wick invite the community to join in a solemn
observance honoring the lives lost and the he-
roes who responded on September 11, 2001. The
ceremony will be held from 10:13 a.m. to
noon at the Oakland Beach Seawall and is part
of Warwick's Promise to Never Forget.

This special 25-year commemoration will in-
clude cherished traditions as well as meaningful
new elements reflecting the significance of this
milestone anniversary, including performances
by the Warwick Philharmonic Ensemble and
members of the St. Kevin Church Choir.

Out of respect for the families of those survivors,
first responders, elected officials, and communi-
tv members gathered in remembrance will not
be individually recognized during the ceremony.
Candidates for public office are also asked to
refrain from conducting campaign-related activ-
ities and distributing materials in order to pre-
serve the dignity and solemnity of the event.

All are welcome to join in remembering, honor-
ing, and reflecting on this important day. As at-
tendance is expected to be high, guests planning
to arrive after 10 a.m. are encouraged to bring a
portable chair for added comfort. For additional
information, please call 213-8786.

PASTOR’S COLUMN

I'M BAAAAACK! As summer winds down and Fall ap-
proaches so does this weekly Pastor's Column return to keep
vou updated on the many activities and events of St. Kevin
Church and school. Even though the summer months provided
a well-deserved time for relaxation, travel, vacation and fun, it
has been a busy few months here at the parish. We use these
days for a full cleaning of our school to prepare for the stu-
dents’ return. This includes stripping and waxing all of the
floors, washing windows and vacuuming all the carpets. It is
also a time to move or change some classroom placement due
to the growing numbers of students. We now have two class-
rooms for Grades Pre—K 3 through Grade 3. Our sincere thanks
to our Administration: Mr. David Irving, principal; Mrs. Jo-
anne McGrath, office manager and admissions/development
coordinator; Mrs. Erica Schultz and Heather DeCiccio, both
members of the leadership team. As you can imagine, these
have been busy days. Our maintenance crew is led by Mr. Mi-
chael McKeon and assisted by Mr. Ryan McGrath. For the sum-
mer we had some great young helpers including Justin Bermu-
dez, David and Luca Banno, Dylan Javery, and Jonathan Bes-
sette. These young men did the lion's share of moving all of the
furniture in and out of the classrooms for the cleaning crews as
well as filling three dumpsters with dated books and old desks
and furniture—cleaning out the entire basement. We were
ready to go with pride as we welcomed families at our "Back to
School Night" for a visit with the teachers and staff. School
started on a sunny Monday morning August 31st, 300 students
strong with lots of smiles—and a few tears. Our 2026-27
school vear has begun. A sincere thanks to all for making St.
Kevin School "simply the best.” May God bless our St. Kevin
school family.

SPEAKING OF THE SCHOOL: As has been our
annual custom, we began the school year with a retreat for fac-
ulty and staff. This year we were very happy to welcome back
one of our graduates, Father Jared Costanza, who is known to
many of you since his days here as a parishioner, student and
employee during his college years. He now serves as Pastor of
Christ the King Parish in Kingston, which includes the URI
campus. He gave an outstanding and inspiring presentation on
the gift of Catholic education, and the special place St. Kevin
School has played in his life. Our sincere thanks to Father Jar-
ed. We sent him home to his pastoral duties with our prayers
and a navy blue St. Kevin School polo shirt to wear with pride.
He will always be a part of our parish and school.

CELEBRATE AMERICA 250: Get ready for a fun
and event—filled day on Sunday, October 4th (rain date Oct.
18) as St. Kevin Parish and school celebrate the birthday of
America. See the full-page ad in this bulletin. Raffle tickets
have been sent home for the annual GIANT cash raffle. You can
return tickets today in the collection or through the mail to the
parish office. We have had to print more tickets given the many
requests we have had for more of them. Get yours in today and
let the winning begin! Have great week and God Bless.

—Fr. Bob Marciano
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A TREASURE IN CLAY

The Autobiography of Fulton J. Sheen

Chapter 9 MISSIONS AND MISSIONARIES

As the Holy Father has bishops from all over the world visiting him, so the National Director is privileged to have
missionaries come daily to dine at his table. Hardly a day passed without our hearing the story of these “heralds
of the Gospel” as they brought inspiration to my life and to my office and to my pen, for I used many of their sto-
ries in my “God Love You” column. Instead of narrating anything that I may have done for the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith, I prefer to recall some of their stories or else my own experiences as I visited mission
lands.

CHINA

I flew into Peking, China in 1948 with Bishop James A. Walsh of Maryknoll. Seated alongside him, I was
reading Confucius, which prompted this remark: “I believe you and I are the only two missionaries in China who
have read Confucius. We have to know the Chinese way of thinking. Before you can lead people to where you want
them to be, you have to know where they are.” As we landed he said: “I will never leave China unless I am put
out.” Everyone knows the story of Bishop James Walsh and how, after many long yvears of imprisonment, he was
finally sent out of China—a beautiful example of what a missionary was meant to be.

Because of the many sufferings of our missionaries under Communist rule, there should be in the catalog
of sanctity a new type of saint. “Wet” martyrs are those who shed their blood for the faith. But since the Com-
munists did not always kill, though they tortured, a new kind of martyr arose: the “dry” martyr. What they ago-
nized through a period of years exceeds in pain what other martyrs suffered in a brief interval. Each day, hour and
minute was a profession of faith. Including the persecution in Eastern Europe, the Church has had more martyrs,
wet and dry, in the last seventy years than in the first three hundred years of her history. Not to be forgotten ei-
ther are the victims of Auschwitz, Dachau and other furnaces, for these Jewish people were guilty of no other
crime than believing they were the chosen people of God. Bishop Walsh was not a “wet” martyr, but he is certainly
recorded in the scrolls of Heaven as one of the glorious “dry” martyrs of the Church of the United States.

There was one missionary bishop, Francis Ford, whom I did not know directly. However, his secretary—a nun
who served with him in China—told me many interesting stories about the good Bishop.

When he was twelve years of age in Brooklyn, he heard an Ttalian missionary lecture on his work among
the lepers; he gave a nickel to help the missionary and in those days a nickel represented a large portion of his
spending money. And what stuck in his heart were the last words of that lecture by the missionary: “My one
ambeesh is to die a martyr.” And that is how he later came to die!

When the Communists came into power, Bishop Ford was arrested. The Bishop told Sister: “I am afraid
the Communists are going to take over my property. Here is the key to my chapel; I want you to take out the
Blessed Sacrament before It is desecrated.” She took a loaf of
bread and the key to the Bishop’s chapel on the second floor of his
home, removed the Blessed Sacrament and hid It in the loaf of
bread. As she closed the chapel door, a Communist colonel who
was known all over that part of China for his cruelty said: “I am
taking over possession of this chapel; I have a key.” He tried to
open the door, but it would not open. “Here, you open the door.”
She said, “TI cannot; my hands are filled with bread.” He said: “Give
me the bread.” She passed the bread to him and he looked down at
it, “as if it were an infant,” she recalled, but he had his gun cocked
all the while, as she opened the door. She removed the Elessed
Sacramentl to safety and later on was imprisoned.

Maryknoll missionaries in 1918, Ford standing at left.*

*Francis Xavier Ford - Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Xavier_Ford
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When the Communist police closed in on his mis-
sion, some Sisters who were teaching catechetics were
arrested along with him. On the way to the prison my in-
formant told me that he addressed them, saying
“Remember, the Church is not only a triumphant Church,
but also a suffering Church; with Christ you may expect
not only joy but sorrow, but He is always with you.” As "Tell me your enemy, and I will tell you what you are.
he was led from his mission at Kaying, many who were  Tell me your hatred, and I will tell you your character. Do
sympathetic to the Communists spat at him and threw  you hate religion? Then your conscience bothers you. Do

stones and offal. One carried a sarcastic banner readjng; you hate the wea[thy? Then you are avaricious, and you
“The People’s Government welcomes the spy—Bishop Wantto be wealthy. Do you hate Sil‘.l? Then you love. God.
Ford.” While all this ridicule was being heaped on him, he Do you hate your hate, your selfishness, your quick

. : ..
made the sign of the Cross as best as he could, though he FesipEryouE wickediiesst TR yov are-a goiod sl

was handcuffed. The good Sister who was in prison with
him for a time said that he was too weak to stand, so he
leaned against a prison wall. His hair was long and white
and his beard matted, his face emaciated and pale from

torture. He was the only one, for reasons that only Providence could explain, who was given bread and wine in prison.
This was not done out of respect for Bishop Ford, but was God’s way of giving him consolation. The Sister told me that
no Mass in a Gothic cathedral could ever equal in splendor the beauty of Bishop Ford moving his fingers along the
cement tray, his bumt-out eyes as candles, his vestment the black padded Chinese gown, his miter a stocking cap, his
music the groans of the suffering, his missal the memory of Calvary, the sanctuary bell the death knell about to
strike—and saying “Qui pridie . . .”"—the day before He suffered.

The Bishop’s Chinese cook, who had served him for many years, and whom he regarded as a good Christian,
was the man who delivered him over to the Communist authorities and falsely accused him. Despite the fact that he
knew how the Bishop had solaced the sick and buried the dead, he nevertheless delivered him over to suffering. The
reward the houseman received was to be made the chief of police of that village.

The women with whom the Sister had been incarcerated were not permitted to eat unless everyone confessed
to being a Communist. She refused. The result was that they turned on her. “The only kind person in the cell,” she
said, “was a prostitute.”

The Communist guard came into the cell one day with a lead pipe and told Sister to hit every woman over the
head. She laid the lead pipe gently on the shoulder of each woman. The Communist guard shouted: "You're not a
Communist!” “Why not?” she asked. “Because you don't hate.” After much torture, she promised she would write out
a confession. The guard went to get the paper but immediately she was seized with the worst toothache she ever had
in her life. And when he came back, she refused to sign. She has borne in her mind and body ever since the memory of
those torturous days for her fidelity to the Church.

Whenever Bishop Ford was given a walk outside the prison, being unable to support himself, he leaned on
two Chinese fellow prisoners. Then came the day of the death march. He was put out in line between the two other
prisoners. The Chinese Communist colonel who had seized the chapel tied a sack around his neck weighing over twen-
ty pounds. He tied it in such a way that the rope would tighten as he walked. The Communists would not kill anyone;
they would just let him die. The good Sister, seeing what was done to the Bishop, broke the line of march, for she was
behind with the women. She came up and shouted at the colonel: “Look at the man.” It was a kind of “Ecce homo.”
For the first lime he seemed to see pain etched in the face of the Bishop. Later he came to his Communist conscious-
ness and called her a “dog” and ordered her to get back in line. She watched the weaving of the prisoners in the death
march, her eves forever on the Bishop. After two miles he was still standing, supported by the two Chinese aides, but
the sack was not on his back. 1 said to her: “Why do you think it was taken off his back?” She said: “It was taken off
his back by the Communist colonel. The reason, because he once carried the Blessed Sacrament.” For that aid to the
Bishop, the Communist colonel was put in prison and that was the last time the Sister heard of him.

After Bishop Ford died a dry martyr in February of 1952, the former cook went back to the chapel, threw a
rope over a rafter and committed suicide.

Archbishop Fulton |. Sheen

Continued next weelk. ..

© 1980 Society for Propagation of the Faith For more information: fulton-sheen.catholic.edu
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