
St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful M other Parish
ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

127 E. Howard Street, Stowe, Pennsylvania 19464
Web Site: http:// stgabrielstowepa.org

Rev. Matth ew Van Smoorenburg, LC Parish Of fice
Parochial Administrator Fairview & Monroe Streets
(Pastor - St. Thomas More Parish) Hours:
contact@sgsm62.org 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Maria E. Boy er Kathy Ber nhard
DRE Administrative Assistant
mboyer@sgsm62.org kbernhard@sgsm62.org

Masses
JoAnn O’Conn or Saturday: 4:00 PM
Business Manager Sunday: 9:00 AM
bm02740@aop222.org Monday-Friday 9:00 AM

Holydays: As announced

Kathy Kulp Conf essions
Music Director Saturday
kkulp49@gmail.com 3:00 PM to 3:45 PM

First Friday
after 9:00 AM Mass

Parish Cont act Info rmation
Phone Number: 610-326-5127

Fax Number: 610-326-5749
E-Mail: contact@sgsm62.org

Facebook: facebook.com/sgsmstowe
Twitter Handle: @StGabrielStowe

•P.R.E.P. (Parish Religious Education  Programs)
    Grades PreK to 8: Sundays 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
•Miraculous M edal Nov ena:  Mondays after Mass
•Choir Practice:  Tuesdays 7:00 PM
•Women’s Society : 1  Thursdays 6:30 PMst

•Parish Coun cil:  Bi-Monthly
•Finance Cou ncil:  Bi-Monthly
•O.C.I.A.: As needed
•Grief Cou nseling:  Consult the Parish Website

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA
www.archphila.org

Facebook: facebook.com/ArchPhila
Twitter Handle: @ArchPhilly

www.CatholicPhilly.com
ARCHBISHOP’S FACEBOOK PAGE
www.facebook.com/ArchbishopPerez

Baptisms:  Arrangements for Baptism can be made at the
Parish Office prior to or after the baby’s birth.  A Pre-
Jordan session is required of new parents.  Please call the
Religious Education Office for these arrangements. 
Sponsors must be practicing Catholics.  A Certificate of
Eligibility from the Sponsor’s Parish is required.

Marria ge:  Arrangements must be made at least 6 months
in advance with the Pastor in order to provide for all
Archdiocesan requirements.

Sacrament of the Sick:  All are encouraged to receive the
Sacrament prior to hospitalization for surgery or if suffering
from a serious sickness.  Please call the Parish Office to
make arrangements.

Registration:  New people or families that are moving into
the parish are asked to call the Parish Office to register in
the Parish.  We welcome you to the Parish!
If you have moved, please let us know so we can update
our records.
Please email the office and give us your current email as
we are trying to “go green.”

Parish Bulletin Deadline:  Mondays, 9:00 AM.  Requests
should be typed or printed and can be sent by mail, e-mail
or fax.  We reserve the right to edit.



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

20 SEPTEMBER 2026

Readings for Sunday, September 20:  Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a; Matthew 20:1-16a.

How different are the Lord’s ways from our own.  Gracious and good to all, the Lord is equally generous in
compassion and love both to those who are quick to respond to his invitation as well as those who are slow to
hear his call.  May the Lord Jesus always be our life.

Readings for Sunday, September 27:  Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 21:28-32.

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Special Day of Prayer is Wednesday.

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday after 9:00 A.M. Mass to 5:00
PM in the Church.  Benediction at 5:00 PM.

Date Intention Requested By 
21 Sept. MON. 9:00 AM Stephen Labik Diane & John Sowell
22 Sept. TUE. 9:00 AM Gormley, Yeager, Campbell & McQue Families
23 Sept. WED. 9:00 AM Michael Redden Jack & Lori Carr
24 Sept THU. 9:00 AM Vera Strunk Ron & Carol Fry
25 Sept FRI. 9:00 AM Judith Palladino Tony & Theresa Vitacco
26 Sept. SAT. 4:00 PM Steven M. Slaby Slaby Family
27 Sept SUN. 9:00 AM Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish

  
ETERNAL REST grant unto them, O Lord.  May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.
PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING of the parish especially those in homes and hospitals.
REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: Pray that God will bless and protect our young men and women in the
military.

NOVENA IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF
THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL on Mondays
after the 9:00 AM Mass.  All are
welcome to join in this special Marian
Devotions.

THE ROSARY PRAYER GROUP leads the
recitation of the Rosary every Sunday
before the 9:00 AM Mass.  They also pray
the Rosary before the 9:00 AM weekday
Masses.  All are welcome to join in these
Marian Devotions.

We welcome DENNIS & CAROL
LEWIS who recently joined St.
Gabriel of the Sorrowful
Mother Parish!

FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING on
Monday, September 21 at 6:30
PM in the PREP Building.
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DEPOSIT FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 2026. . . . . . . . . . . $3,228

2026-2027 Year to Date Collections. . . . . . . . . $42,759

DEPOSIT FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 2026. . . . . . . . . . $3,724

2026-2027 Year to Date Collections. . . . . . . . . $46,483

WINNER OF THE GOLD 50/50 ENVELOPE to support
Religious Education:
AUGUST DRAWING - David Slaby - $290.00.

MASS ATTENDANCE for September 5/6:
4:00 PM Mass - 120
9:00 AM Mass - 109
Total Attendance - 229

MASS ATTENDANCE for September 12/13:
4:00 PM Mass - 131
9:00 AM Mass - 103
Total Attendance - 234

“ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK”

WARKER-TROUTMAN FUNERAL HOME

610-326-1510

CONSIDER REMEMBERING YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL. 
Call the Parish Office for more details.

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD
DRIVE on Monday, September 21
from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM, October
5 from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM and
October 19 from 2:00 PM to 7:00
PM in the social hall.  The blood

collected will play a vital role in helping patients continue
to celebrate the moments that matter most.  Consider
donating blood for those in need.  Call 1-800-RED-CROSS
or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org to make a reservation to
donate blood.

THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed on Friday, September
25.

PARISH LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET
based on the PA Pick 3 Evening
Number.  Winning ticket number
must be the exact number drawn
for the PA Pick 3 Evening
Number.  Tickets are $5.00 each
and are sold on a monthly basis. 

The prize for the winning ticket is $50.00 on weekdays and
$100.00 on Sundays and one specially-designated
weekday.  This is our major fund raiser for the parish.  We
encourage each family to purchase at least one ticket
each month. Your support is greatly appreciated.

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS

August 31 - #917 - unsold

AUGUST FIGURES: 204 tickets sold - $1020.00.  Payout to
winners - $400.00.  Cost of tickets - $100.00.  Profit for
August - $520.00.

September 1 - #310 - Ken Gresko - $50.00

September 2 - #911 - Sue Commale - $50.00

September 3 - #270 - unsold

September 4 - #492 - unsold

September 5 - #524 - unsold

September 6 - #242 - unsold

September 7 - #598 - unsold

September 8 - #650 - unsold

September 9 - #322 - unsold

September 10 - #128 - Cliff & Barb Keller - $50.00

September 11 - #141 - unsold

September 12 - #936 - unsold

September 13 - #838 - unsold

THE WOMEN’S SOCIETY
would like to hold another
$5.00 Tea Cup Sale.  Thanks
to the generosity of those
who donated tea cups for
our previous sale, we were
able to offer them for just
$5.00.  We are once again

asking for donations of gently used tea cups to help make
this sale possible.  If you would like to donate, please place
your tea cups in the designated collection box in the
church vestibule.  To prevent breakage, please make sure
each item is securely wrapped.
Thank you for your generosity and continued support.
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE - SEPTEMBER 26/27

4:00 PM Mass

Lector - Warzeski

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Gerasimowicz; 
Break, Bracaglia & George; Choir, Vitacco

Altar Servers- Logaivau & Logaivau

Greeter - DiMarco

9:00 AM Mass

Lector - Boyer

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Bernhard; Break,
C. Bucciaglia & Carr

Altar Servers - Francis & Griffin

Greeter - Neiman

PREP (Parish Religious
Education Program) 2026-
2027- Registration for new
families with preschoolers
ages 3, 4, and 5 years old,
and school age children in
Grades K through 8 are
encouraged to register their

children for PREP.  Information as well as the registration
form is available on the Parish website or feel free to
contact Maria Boyer, DRE (information on front of
bulletin) with any questions/concerns.
FIRST PREP CLASS FOR 2026-2027 IS SUNDAY, OCTOBER
4.

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS - We have low
gluten hosts for those who need gluten
free.  Please see Father before Mass to
let him know you require the low gluten
host.

ST. GABRIEL OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER PARISH
MEMORIAL FUND DONATIONS received in memory of:
SHIRLEY KOVACH requested by Kathy Bernhard, Bonnie
Stankunas, Simon, Leigh & Simon Nagel;
JEFFREY R. MOSES requested by Tony Vitacco.

MAGNIFICAT BOOKS - Those who purchased the
Magnificat can pick up their OCTOBER issue at the Parish
Office.

ZOOK’S FAMOUS HOMEMADE

APPLE DUMPLINGS. CHICKEN POT PIE

AND CHOCOLATE WHOOPIE PIES

Due to lack of freezer

space, pick up

Saturday, October 3

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM  ONLY

NAME_____________________________________

PHONE NUMBER____________________________

Apple Dumplings (large enough to share) - $5.00

Quantity_______ Cost_____________

6" Chicken Pot Pie (12 oz.) - $6.00

Quantity________ Cost_____________

9" Chicken Pot Pie (32 oz.) - $11.50

Quantity________ Cost_____________

Chocolate Whoopie Pies (6 pack) - $10.00

Quantity________ Cost_____________

Total Cost of Order___________________

All items are delivered frozen.

Checks payable to St. Gabriel Women’s Society

LAST DATE TO ORDER IS SEPTEMBER 20.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU to everyone who supported our Parish’s 19  Annual Golf Outing.  Due to your generosity, weth

realized a profit of $5,555.93.  Thank you to the following sponsors who supported the Golf Outing:

Event Sponsors

Breidenbach Associates Law Office

J Hull Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Knights of Columbus Fr. Bally Council #1192

Frank A. Smith Beverages

Food Sponsors

Breidenbach Associates Law Office

Lewis Environmental

Xtreme Mechanical

Hole Sponsors

Breidenbach Associates Law Office

Bucciaglia & Boyer Families

Catagnus Funeral Home & Cremation Center, LLC

Tom & Maryann Donovan

Mark & Tracey Flynn

Francis Family

John & Loretta Gauger

Huster Family

Karpy’s Tavern

Cliff & Barb Keller

Dick & Ginny Linderman

Pottstown Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery Assoc.

John & Donna Roncase

Waste Management

Course Refreshment Sponsors

Breidenbach Associates Law Office

Ken & Helen George

Prize Sponsors

Breidenbach Associates Law Office

Jack & Lori Carr

Dan & Sue Hyland

Kevin Villano

John Willemsen & Mariann Horan

Family Sponsors

Lew & Beth Chillot

Gerasimowicz Family

Frances Lewis

Anthony & Theresa Vitacco

Joe & Debbie Zlomek

Door Prizes Donations

Dunkin’ Donuts

Giant Food Store

Michael’s Restaurant

Bipin Patel

Staples

Stopper’s Restaurant

Donations from Second Collection - $1,136.00.  THANK YOU to our Parishioners for your generosity!
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LEGACY GOLF CLASSIC on Monday, September 28 at 8:00
AM at Bella Vista Golf Course.  Enjoy 18 holes of golf with
cart, breakfast, lunch, snacks and drinks.  Register at
www.pjphs.org/give/classic.
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When things seem unfair

Some of Jesus’ parables leave us more puzzled than enlightened.  Today’s Gospel passage relates one such
parable.

The owner of a vineyard goes out during the day, hiring laborers at various hours.

When the workday ends, the owner pays each laborer the same amount, no matter how briefly he toiled.

We might sympathize with those workers who toiled the whole day and who felt gypped.  We might side with
them and think, “That isn’t fair.”

Interestingly, the owner doesn’t try to justify himself, other than saying, “Am I not free to do as I wish with my
own money?”

The parable can be interpreted as the way God seems to work in the world.

He seems to give some people a relatively easy life while demanding a lot more from others.  Why is that?

Here, Jesus doesn’t offer or give us any specific reason, aside from implying that anything from God is a sign
of divine generosity.

The passage from Isaiah in the first reading at Mass reminds us of a key truth about God: His ways are far above
our ways.  His thoughts are far above our thoughts.

This might not satisfy our curiosity about the Almighty’s motives.  But it does give us the space to make a deeper
act of faith in him.

It also nudges us to try to see things from God’s perspective.

For instance, in ancient Israel a day’s wage allowed most laborers to buy enough food to feed their families, but
little else.

So the owner’s generosity in the parable could be a sign of how God gives us enough to get by each day.  This
shows his love for us.

Do we ever wonder whether God is being unfair to us?  If so, could we think of a good reason God allows what
he does?

And do we recognize the many ways that God seems to be easier on us than on others around us?  A sense of
gratitude helps make his mysterious ways a little more digestible.

– Father Edward McIlmail, LC
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Christopher W. Warker, Supervisor
www.warkertroutmanfuneralhome.com

726 East High Street, Pottstown, PA 19464 • 610-326-1510

Support Our Advertisers!
SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • ENJOY LOCAL

Support Our Advertiser
OPOOPOOOO LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • ENJOY LO

SPACE
AVAILABLE

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Michele Barron

mbarron@jppc.net 
 484.300.2062

Toda  I’  prayin  fo :Toda  I’  prayin  fo :

WHAT WOULDJesusDO?WHAT WOUUUUUULDJesusJJ DOOOOOOOOO?

085 St. Gabriel - Stowe, PA (X)                                                      John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Dr. Paul G. Smith
Dr. John L. Lignelli II
Dr. James A. Ward

Dr. Donald E. Roland
Dr. Jacob P. Gribb

500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA
610.326.7880

239 S. Reading Ave. Boyertown, PA
610.367.6074

www.pottstownoralsurgery.com

Memories 'N' More
New & Used Antiques & Collectibles

Frances "Noonie" Lewis
Al "Boone" Howard

610-203-1545
Store Number: 
610-326-1911

204 East High Street
Pottstown PA 19464

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11am to 4pm

Y O U R  C H O I C E  I N  F U N E R A L  H O M E SY O U R  C H O I C E  I N  F U N E R A L  H O M E S

www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.comwww.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com

Cremation Center, LLC

POTTSTOWNPOTTSTOWN
711 N. Franklin St. | 610-323-4440711 N. Franklin St. | 610-323-4440

Stephen J. Budnick, F.D.Stephen J. Budnick, F.D.
BOYERTOWNBOYERTOWN

1020 E. Phila. Ave. | 610-367-44401020 E. Phila. Ave. | 610-367-4440
Brent A. Budnick, Supv.Brent A. Budnick, Supv.

in remembrance of

ASK

   STOP | ASK | MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

SAMI

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.org
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

Message and data rates may apply.

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

O'Donnell, Weiss & Mattei, P.C.O'Donnell, Weiss & Mattei, P.C.
Estate Planning/Elder LawEstate Planning/Elder Law

Criminal LawCriminal Law
Business/Real EstateBusiness/Real Estate

1503 Sunset Drive, Ste. 201, Pottstown1503 Sunset Drive, Ste. 201, Pottstown
610-323-2800610-323-2800

www.owmlaw.comwww.owmlaw.com

Helps you find 
community 

businesses and 
professionals 

who support our 
parish by 

advertising 
in our bulletin.

1.877.212.9908

contact@findingfaber.com

www.findingfaber.com

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

How do you find locally trusted businesses?
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