St. Sabuiel of the Souonful Mother Pasish

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

Web Site: http://stgabrielstowepa.org

Rev. Matthew Van Smoorenburg, LC Parish Office
Parochial Administrator
(Pastor - St. Thomas More Parish) Hours:
contact@sgsm62.org

appointment

Maria E. Boyer Kathy Bernhard

DRE Administrative Assistant
kbernhard@sgsm62.org

mboyer@sgsm62.org

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Other occasions by

Masses
JoAnn O’Connor
Business Manager
bm02740@aop222.org

Sunday: 9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Holydays: As announced

Confessions
Saturday

Kathy Kulp
Music Director
kkulp49@gmail.com

Saturday: 4:00 PM

Monday-Thursday:

3:00 PM to 3:45 PM

Fairview & Monroe Streets

Other times by appointment

Parish Contact Information
Phone Number: 610-326-5127
Fax Number: 610-326-5749
E-Mail: contact@sgsm62.org
Facebook: facebook.com/sgsmstowe
Twitter Handle: @StGabrielStowe

*P.R.E.P. (Parish Religious Education Programs)
Grades PreK to 8: Sundays 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

*Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after Mass

*Choir Practice: Tuesdays 7:00 PM

*Women’s Society: 1° Thursdays 6:30 PM

*Parish Council: Bi-Monthly

*Finance Council: Bi-Monthly

*O.C.1.A.: As needed

*Grief Counseling: Consult the Parish Website

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA
www.archphila.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ArchPhila
Twitter Handle: @ArchPhilly
www.CatholicPhilly.com
ARCHBISHOP’S FACEBOOK PAGE
www.facebook.com/ArchbishopPerez

Baptisms: Arrangements for Baptism can be made at the
Parish Office prior to or after the baby’s birth. A Pre-
Jordan session is required of new parents. Please call the
Religious Education Office for these arrangements.
Sponsors must be practicing Catholics. A Certificate of
Eligibility from the Sponsor’s Parish is required.

Marriage: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months
in advance with the Pastor in order to provide for all
Archdiocesan requirements.

Sacrament of the Sick: All are encouraged to receive the
Sacrament prior to hospitalization for surgery or if suffering
from a serious sickness. Please call the Parish Office to
make arrangements.

Registration: New people or families that are moving into
the parish are asked to call the Parish Office to register in
the Parish. We welcome you to the Parish!

If you have moved, please let us know so we can update
our records.

Please email the office and give us your current email as
we are trying to “go green.”

Parish Bulletin Deadline: Mondays, 9:00 AM. Requests
should be typed or printed and can be sent by mail, e-mail
or fax. We reserve the right to edit.
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

16 AUGUST 2026

Readings for Sunday, August 16: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28.

All peoples are invited to worship the Lord and to know his ways. God’s gifts and his call are to Jew and Gentile
alike. Jesus recognizes the universality of God’s call in granting the request of the Canaanite woman.

Readings for Sunday, August 23: Isaiah 22:19-23; Romans 11:33-36; Matthew 16:13-20.

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Special Day of Prayer is Wednesday.

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday after 9:00 A.M. Mass to 5:00
Eucdibote | Lovasion PM in the Church. Benediction at 5:00 PM.

Date

17 Aug.
18 Aug.
19 Aug.
20 Aug.
22 Aug.
23 Aug.

MON. 9:00 AM
TUE. 9:00 AM
WED. 9:00 AM
THU. 9:00 AM
SAT.  4:00 PM
SUN. 9:00 AM

military.

Intention Requested By
Philomena Bracaglia Lew & Beth Chillot
Joyce Mahon Husband, Chuck
Mary Karvoski Carol, Marilyn & Jim
John & Philomena Bracaglia Lou Murgia
Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish

C. Ronald Yost Wife, Theresa

ETERNAL REST grant unto them, O Lord. May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace,
especially CYNTHIA NORE.

PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING of the parish especially those in homes and hospitals.
REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: Pray that God will bless and protect our young men and women in the

NOVENA IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF

- THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL on Mondays

Devotions.

| after the 9:00 AM Mass. All are Beginningin September, MASS
welcome to join in this special Marian

will be celebrated on FRIDAYS
MAss at 9:00 AM.
(eiT[os)0]0 Also, CONFESSIONS will be

THE ROSARY PRAYER GROUP leads the (@{*V\ [«]= held on the FIRST FRIDAY of

1. recitation of the Rosary every Sunday
before the 9:00 AM Mass. They also pray Mass.

each month after the 9:00 AM

" the Rosary before the 9:00 AM weekday

Masses. All are welcome to join in these
Marian Devotions.
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. ‘Collec’rion%

DEPOSIT FOR AUGUST 9, 2026
2026-2027 Year to Date Collections

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, August 22 and 23,
will be the collection for Parish Property Maintenance and
Repair.

“ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK”

PARISH LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET
based on the PA Pick 3 Evening
Number. Winning ticket number
must be the exact number drawn
for the PA Pick 3 Evening Number.
Tickets are $5.00 each and are sold
on a monthly basis. The prize for the winning ticket is
$50.00 on weekdays and $100.00 on Sundays and one
specially-designated weekday. This is our major fund
raiser for the parish. We encourage each family to
purchase at least one ticket each month. Your support is
greatly appreciated.

WARKER-TROUTMAN FUNERAL HOME
610-326-1510

CONSIDER REMEMBERING YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL.
Call the Parish Office for more details.

MASS ATTENDANCE for August 8/9:
4:00 PM Mass - 120

9:00 AM Mass - 111

Total Attendance - 231

AMERICAN RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE on August 17
+ from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM and
) September 8 from 1:00 PM to
— 6:00 PM in the social hall.
American Summer is a season of joy, fun

Red Cross . L
and celebration, bringing
people together for things like
graduations, family reunions, and community events. The
blood collected will play a vital role in helping patients
continue to celebrate the moments that matter most.
Blood Drives are an opportunity to turn summer
celebration into a lifesaving impact. Consider donating
blood for those in need. When donors come to give
blood in August, the Red Cross will say thanks with a $20
Amazon Gift Card by email. Call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit

www.RedCrossBlood.org.

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS
August 3 - #202 - unsold
August 4 - #014 - unsold
August 5 - #688 - unsold
August 6 - #558 - unsold
August 7 - #084 - unsold
August 8 - #637 - unsold
August 9 - #330 - unsold

_ THE WOMEN’S SOCIETY would like
. mm,,,; to hold another $5.00 Tea Cup
“¥Z  Sale. Thanks to the generosity of
R ::3 those who donated tea cups for
— " our previous sale, we were able to
offer them for just $5.00. We are
once again asking for donations of
gently used tea cups to help make this sale possible. If you
would like to donate, please place your tea cups in the
designated collection box in the church vestibule. To
prevent breakage, please make sure each item is securely
wrapped.
Thank you for your generosity and continued support.

MAGNIFICAT SUBSCRIPTIONS are
now due. Cost is $42.00 for one
year. Subscription begins with the
NOVEMBER 2026 issue. If you are
interested in subscribing, please
contact the Parish Office. Deadline
to sign up is Monday, August 17.

MAGNIFICAT

MAGNIFICAT BOOKS - Those who purchased the
Magnificat can pick up their SEPTEMBER issue at the Parish
Office.
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE - AUGUST 22/23
4:00 PM Mass
Lector - Willlemsen

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Bracaglia; Break,
George & Nester; Choir, Durante

Altar Servers - Logaivau & Logaivau
Greeter - DiMarco

9:00 AM Mass

Lector - Vitacco

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Boyer; Break, Carr
& Bernhard

Altar Servers - Nagel & Griffin

Greeter - Neiman

(e Corner

safe
sunscreen
guide

Keep SON-screen on your soul!

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS - We have low

gluten hosts for those who need gluten
free. Please see Father before Mass to
let him know you require the low gluten
host.

PREP (Parish Religious
Education Program) 2026-
2027- Registration for new
families with preschoolers
ages 3, 4, and 5 years old,
and school age children in
Grades K through 8 are
encouraged to register their
children for PREP. Information as well as the registration
form is available on the Parish website or feel free to
contact Maria Boyer, DRE (information on front of
bulletin) with any questions/concerns.

FIRST PREP CLASS FOR 2026-2027 IS SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27.

Education Program

ST. GABRIEL OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER PARISH
MEMORIAL FUND DONATION received in memory of:
CYNTHIA NORE requested by Pete & Lori LaRosa;

JOHN KNEPP requested by Tony & Theresa Vitacco.

ST. GABRIEL CHURCH APPAREL
Orders are being accepted for
our Parish apparel. Items
available are:

T-shirt - $10.00

Sweatshirt with hood - $25.00
Mens & Women’s Polo Shirt -
% $25.00

1/4 Zip hoodies - $35.00
(Colors are Kelly Green and

Sunburst Yellow).

Full Zip Hoodies - $30.00 (Color available is Forest Green).
Logo on all apparel is in the upper left corner. Sizes S to
XL. Larger sizes available - just add $2.00. We have youth
sizes, too! PROMOTE OUR PARISH!!! Complete the order
form found in the vestibule of Church and return to the
Parish Office along with payment or contact Maria Boyer
(mboyer@sgsm62.org).

‘\-m% CHURCH MAGNETS are available at the

o l:.: Parish Office. They can be placed on
‘% your car or refrigerator. Promote our
Wru, Parish! Cost is $10.00.
Stowe, R4

REDNER’SREGISTERTAPES
P Thank you to everyone for
- collecting the Redner’s
\Q- register tapes for our
TR R Y  Parish. The money we
i &; y \ receive from this fund
T - raiser goes towards our
Parish Religious Education Program (PREP). Just a
reminder that the Redner’s tapes only count when you
use your Redner’s card and the information prints out at
the bottom of the register tape. Containers for the
register tapes are in the vestibule of Church.

i
iy
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St Titus Catholic Church
RalnDate 3000 Keenwood Rd, East Norriton, PA

“ANNUAL FLEA MAR
& / \

(]
= $30 per 8xI8ft One Bay Only
| 2t 12
bring 2 tbls sep
© grseihnsg 8:00 AM ~1:00 PM
= J Sep 5th StTitusFlea@gmail.com
- = 610-279-4890
a - StTitus.org
Fill Out This Form
Name Ce
Address
Email
What will you sell?

Vendors: 1 spaceat$30ea____ct=5S_____or2spacesat$50ea____ct=$§
Non-Vendors: 1spaceat$30ea ____ct=$_____orlspacesat$50ea____ct=§

Mail farm & payment to St Tius Parish, 3000 Keenwood R, East Nofriton, PA 19403 of drop it off during the day while chseh is
opan. Your spot ks secured CHLY when wa hove your payment. REFUNDS WILL NOT BE MADE UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE! Tha
rain date s Sep 19, Bam-1pm, One $30sp fits 2 standard tbls, o chalr, and o clothing rock, or 2 tables with 2 chairs. (You wil be
notified when your payment hos been received). Participonts keep 100% of their soles. Prority space is given 1o those that
BN in their POymEnts early on a first come, first served basis,

Dote Form Recelved

2

US — SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

our heroes the
1e Home
deserve! THANK YOU ™\
Honor Flight Philadelphia is bringing our | VIETNAM 1
VIETNAM VETERANS home VETERANS |
from their Day of Honor in Washington, DC. % 8

DATE:
EHY  soptember 19, 2026 Bring your flags, signs,

TIME: Veterans arrive @ 6:00PM ool L e tainde
Come early and enjoy the food and music chesr these brave men
as they return home.
0 LOCATION: Sts. Simon and Jude % k<
8 Cavanaugh Ct. West Chester, PA THEY SERVED FOR US.

Contact Kim: 267-581-6450
el cars LET'S WELCOME THEM HOME!

Be Encouraged:

Catholic Support for Mental Health

- -
Resources to assist with healing, "A
~accompaniment and flourishing

HOPE IN CHRIST:

Spiritual Support for Addiction

Find Catholic support for you or
your loved one struggling with addiction at:

archphila.org/hope

Catholic Events ¢ Support Groups
Retreats ¢ Personal Stories
Patron Saints * Healing Ministries
* and more ¢

db y i he
Iphia
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Persevering prayer

No true Christian would ever think of Jesus as a rude person. Yet today’s Gospel passage unsettles us
when we see how Jesus deals with a Canaanite woman who seeks his help.

She somehow learned of Jesus’ reputation. And when she heard of his presence in the area, she seized
the opportunity to request his help for her daughter who was tormented by a demon.

Her persistence met resistance from the disciples, who didn’t want to be bothered by her. “Send her
away,” they urge Our Lord.

Undeterred, the woman turns directly to Jesus.

Jesus’ initial reaction surprises us, for he apparently doesn’t want to be bothered by her either. When
she presses her case — “Lord, help me” — Jesus answers, “it is not right to take the food of the children
and throw it to the dogs.”

These words sound harsh. Jews used to refer with contempt to “Gentile dogs.” It was not a nice term.

But a look at the original Greek in the Gospel shows that Jesus is using the diminutive word (“puppies”)
rather than the stronger “dogs,” which suggests the nastier type of animals that roamed and scavenged
in the streets.

One could image Our Lord saying “puppies” in a gentle way and with a slight smile. This would have
tipped off the woman that he wasn’t rejecting her outright.

This explains her humble response: “Please, Lord, for even the puppies eat the scraps....” Her
perseverance paid off. Jesus granted her wish.

The Canaanite woman is a great example of a pray-er. Jesus didn’t answer her as quickly as she hoped,
but she didn’t give up.

Jesus tested her faith as he tests our faith. Sometimes he keeps us waiting, not to annoy us, but to give
us time to make a deeper act of trust in him.

St. Paul understands this lesson and so exhorted, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

Is there something for which we need to show more perseverance in prayer?

— Father Edward Mcllmail, LC
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__19™ ANNUAL GOLF OUTING >

to benefit Saint Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Church

Stowe, PA

Friday, August 28, 2026
11:00 A.M. Shot gun start
HICKORY VALLEY GOLF COURSE
Gilbertsville, PA
“Presidential Course”
Rain or Shine

To do your part in supporting our parish,
the following sponsorships are available:

® Family Sponsor $25.00
®Prize Sponsor $50.00
®Course Refreshment Sponsor $75.00

®Hole Sponsor $100.00
®Food Sponsor $250.00
e Event Sponsor $300.00

To sign up as a Sponsor or Golfer contact:
St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Church
Kathy Bernhard

127 E. Howard Street

Stowe, PA 19464

Phone: 610-326-5127 Fax: 610-326-5749
E-mail: contact@sgsm62.org

Please sign up the following for the Golf Outing:
1* Golfer:

Hot dog/Sauerkraut Lunch
Beverages throughout the day
Post Play Banquet

2" Golfer:

34 Golfer:

Golfers age 65 and over

4™ Golfer:

have the option of playing from
Seniors Tee

Payment and registration due by August 24.
Amount Enclosed:
x $115.00 per Golfer

Cash Prizes for:
1** Place & 2™ Place Foursomes
Longest Drive
Closest to Pin

085 St. Gabriel, page 6




to Our Church! Ass;:';;j’ (lsn;mith Frances "Noonie" Lewis
Dr. John L. Lignelli Il Al "Boone" Howard

Dr. James A. Ward 610-203-1545
Dr. Donald E. Roland Store Number:
610-326-1911

Dr. Jacob P. Gribb
204 East High Street

POTTSTOWN Memories 'N' More
C S OWM Weleome P Oral & Masxillofacial Surgery | New & Used Antiques & Collectibles
FUNERAL HOME & .

—| 3w
O'Donnell, Weiss & Mattei, P.C.
POTTSTOWN Estate Planning/Elder Law
711 N, Franklin St. | 610-323-4440 Criminal Law
Stephen J. Budnick, F.D. .
LD LGS Business/Real Estate

CREMATION CENTER, LLC
YOUR CHOICE IN FUNERAL HOMES

500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA

1020 E p'?.?‘(ﬁ“?m 367-4440 1503 S t Drive, Ste. 201, Pottst 0.326.7880
. Phila. Ave. | 610- unset Drive, Ste. ottstown .
Brent A. Budnick, Sup. p : 2398S. Readmg Ave. Boyertown, PA Pottstown PA 19464
reme £, ST Sy 610-323-2800 . 610.367.6074 o
www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com www.owmlaw.com www.pottstownoralsurgery.com Mewort ours: Tues.-Sat. 11am to 4pm

a BWHATS ©
B MYNAME

SAMI .o e,
Warker Troutman

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Christopher W. Warker, Supervisor
www.warkertroutmanfuneralhome.com

726 East High Street, Pottstown, PA 19464 « 610-326-1510

MALLORY’S
= ARMY °®
“Support our Advertisers, Fouwndation
. United Together In The Fight Against Bullying

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESSI

ok, American Red Cross www.MallorysArmy.org
SPACE — 4 S , (973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
AVAILABLE omeone Tleeds You! It’s easy to join our mailing list!
V o L U N T E E R Just send your email address by text message:
and make a difference. Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
& Message and data rates may apply.

How do you find locally trusted businesses? Helps you find REE

pommunity @ 1.877.212.9908 DOWNLOAD!
wﬁ?:ﬁfgz':fur contact@findingfaber.com G\
E R parish by ..
Gdvertising @ www.findingfaber.com

in our bulletin.

CthOlicme_Chﬁ T@‘wo da lll,jf(m INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY

Pennsylvania IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Michele Barron

tholicMatch.com/ mbarron@jppc.net
arnolicMaich.com
datePA 484.300.2062

085 St. Gabriel - Stowe, PA (X) John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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