
St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish
ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

127 E. Howard Street, Stowe, Pennsylvania 19464
Web Site: http://stgabrielstowepa.org

Rev. Matthew Van Smoorenburg, LC Parish Office
Parochial Administrator Fairview & Monroe Streets
(Pastor - St. Thomas More Parish) Hours:
contact@sgsm62.org 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Other occasions by
appointment

Maria E. Boyer Kathy Bernhard
DRE Administrative Assistant
mboyer@sgsm62.org kbernhard@sgsm62.org

Masses
JoAnn O’Connor Saturday: 4:00 PM
Business Manager Sunday: 9:00 AM
bm02740@aop222.org Monday-Thursday:

9:00 AM
Holydays: As announced

Kathy Kulp Confessions
Music Director Saturday
kkulp49@gmail.com 3:00 PM to 3:45 PM

Other times by appointment

Parish Contact Information
Phone Number: 610-326-5127

Fax Number: 610-326-5749
E-Mail: contact@sgsm62.org

Facebook: facebook.com/sgsmstowe
Twitter Handle: @StGabrielStowe

•P.R.E.P. (Parish Religious Education Programs)
    Grades PreK to 8: Sundays 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
•Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after Mass
•Choir Practice: Tuesdays 7:00 PM
•Women’s Society: 1  Thursdays 6:30 PMst

•Parish Council: Bi-Monthly
•Finance Council: Bi-Monthly
•O.C.I.A.: As needed
•Grief Counseling: Consult the Parish Website

ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA
www.archphila.org

Facebook: facebook.com/ArchPhila
Twitter Handle: @ArchPhilly

www.CatholicPhilly.com
ARCHBISHOP’S FACEBOOK PAGE
www.facebook.com/ArchbishopPerez

Baptisms: Arrangements for Baptism can be made at the
Parish Office prior to or after the baby’s birth.  A Pre-
Jordan session is required of new parents.  Please call the
Religious Education Office for these arrangements. 
Sponsors must be practicing Catholics.  A Certificate of
Eligibility from the Sponsor’s Parish is required.

Marriage: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months
in advance with the Pastor in order to provide for all
Archdiocesan requirements.

Sacrament of the Sick: All are encouraged to receive the
Sacrament prior to hospitalization for surgery or if suffering
from a serious sickness.  Please call the Parish Office to
make arrangements.

Registration: New people or families that are moving into
the parish are asked to call the Parish Office to register in
the Parish.  We welcome you to the Parish!
If you have moved, please let us know so we can update
our records.
Please email the office and give us your current email as
we are trying to “go green.”

Parish Bulletin Deadline: Mondays, 9:00 AM.  Requests
should be typed or printed and can be sent by mail, e-mail
or fax.  We reserve the right to edit.
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

9 AUGUST 2026

Readings for Sunday, August 9: 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-33.

In the midst of our trials and tribulations, the Lord extends his hands to us and saves us.  He calms our frightened
hearts through his quiet presence.  May our faith in the Lord draw God’s chosen people to the new covenant in 
Christ.

Readings for Sunday, August 16: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28.

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Special Day of Prayer is Wednesday.

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday after 9:00 A.M. Mass to 5:00
PM in the Church.  Benediction at 5:00 PM.

Date Intention Requested By 
10 Aug. MON. 9:00 AM John, Eileen & John Jr. Spotts Anne Chizauskie
11 Aug. TUE. 9:00 AM Anna M. George Ken & Helen
12 Aug. WED. 9:00 AM Gregor & Rose Ferenz Granddaughter, Bonnie
13 Aug. THU. 9:00 AM Gormley, Yeager, Campbell & McQue Families
14 Aug. FRI. 7:00 PM Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish
15 Aug. SAT. 9:00 AM Judith Palladino Carol Palladino
15 Aug. SAT. 4:00 PM Paul & Doris Smith Jack Smith
16 Aug. SUN. 9:00 AM Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish

  
ETERNAL REST grant unto them, O Lord.  May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING of the parish especially those in homes and hospitals.
REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: Pray that God will bless and protect our young men and women in the
military.

NOVENA IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF
THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL on Mondays
after the 9:00 AM Mass.  All are
welcome to join in this special Marian
Devotions.

THE ROSARY PRAYER GROUP leads the
recitation of the Rosary every Sunday
before the 9:00 AM Mass.  They also pray
the Rosary before the 9:00 AM weekday
Masses.  All are welcome to join in these
Marian Devotions.

Beginning in September,
MASS will be celebrated on
FRIDAYS at 9:00 AM.
Also, CONFESSIONS will be
held on the FIRST FRIDAY of
each month after the 9:00 AM
Mass.

THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed on Friday, August 14
from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM.
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DEPOSIT FOR AUGUST 2, 2026. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,405

2026-2027 Year to Date Collections. . . . . . . . . $22,120

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, August 15 and 16,
will be the Mission Giving Collection for the Carmelite
Missions.  The Carmelites are one of the four official
Catholic religious Orders recognized by the Church.  They
were founded on Mount Carmel in the Holy Land in the
early 13  century.  While the Carmelites have noth

historical founder, they look upon Mary and the prophet
Elijah for spiritual inspiration.  Carmelites seek to cultivate
a life of contemplative prayer.  They seek to share the
gifts of their prayer life with the larger Church even as
they serve in active ministerial roles such as parish priest,
hospital chaplains, retreat directors, etc.  The great saints
of the Carmelites Order include St. Teresa of Avila, St.
John of the Cross, St. Titus Brandsma and St. Therese of
Lisieux who is the patron saint of the Missions.  Mission
money is used to fund various Carmelite projects around
the world.  They are currently funding a Carmelite
Spiritual Center in Kenya.  Financial support is also being
given to the Carmelite friars in Zimbabwe who are
building a pig farm to feed the local population.  The St.
Elias Carmelites also send funds to the friars in Trinidad
who have established a program called Elijah’s Bread
which provides food for the needy in Port of Spain.

“ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK”

POTTSTOWN ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY

610-326-7880

CONSIDER REMEMBERING YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL. 
Call the Parish Office for more details.

MASS ATTENDANCE for August 1 & 2:
4:00 PM Mass - 125
9:00 AM Mass - 109
Total Attendance - 234

AMERICAN RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE on  August 17
from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM and
September 8 from 1:00 PM to
6:00 PM in the social hall. 
Summer is a season of joy, fun
and celebration, bringing
people together for things like

graduations, family reunions, and community events.  The
blood collected will play a vital role in helping patients
continue to celebrate the moments that matter most. 
Blood Drives are an opportunity to turn summer
celebration into a lifesaving impact.  Consider donating
blood for those in need.  When donors come to give blood
in August, the Red Cross will say thanks with a $20 Amazon
Gift Card by email.  Call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit
www.RedCrossBlood.org.

PARISH LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET
based on the PA Pick 3 Evening
Number.  Winning ticket number
must be the exact number drawn
for the PA Pick 3 Evening
Number.  Tickets are $5.00 each

and are sold on a monthly basis.  The prize for the winning
ticket is $50.00 on weekdays and $100.00 on Sundays and
one specially-designated weekday.  This is our major fund
raiser for the parish.  We encourage each family to
purchase at least one ticket each month. Your support is
greatly appreciated.

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS

July 27 - #630 - unsold

July 28 - #043 - Stephanie Pacanowski - $50.00

July 29 – #153 - Joe Greene - $50.00

July 30 - #042 - unsold

July 31 - #001 - unsold

JULY FIGURES: 217 Tickets sold - $1,085.00.  Payout to
winners - $350.00.  Cost of tickets - $100.00.  Profit for
July - $635.00.

August 1 - #413 - Luke Esposito - $50.00

August 2 - #591 - Jack Carr - $100.00
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE - AUGUST 15 & 16

4:00 PM Mass

Lector - Willlemsen

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Vitacco;  Break,
Tammaro & Tammaro; Choir, Bracaglia

Altar Server - Nester

Greeter - Scheidt

9:00 AM Mass

Lector - Boyer

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Bernhard; Break,
C. Bucciaglia & Gerasimowicz

Altar Servers - Miller & Francis

Greeter - Carr

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS - We have low
gluten hosts for those who need gluten
free.  Please see Father before Mass to
let him know you require the low gluten
host.

THE WOMEN’S SOCIETY would
like to hold another $5.00 Tea
Cup Sale.  Thanks to the
generosity of those who donated
tea cups for our previous sale, we
were able to offer them for just
$5.00.  We are once again asking
for donations of gently used tea

cups to help make this sale possible.  If you would like to
donate, please place your tea cups in the designated
collection box in the church vestibule.  To prevent
breakage, please make sure each item is securely
wrapped.
Thank you for your generosity and continued support.

PREP (Parish Religious
Education Program) 2026-
2027- Registration for new
families with preschoolers
ages 3, 4, and 5 years old,
and school age children in
Grades K through 8 are
encouraged to register their

children for PREP.  Information as well as the registration
form is available on the Parish website or feel free to
contact Maria Boyer, DRE (information on front of
bulletin) with any questions/concerns.
FIRST PREP CLASS FOR 2026-2027 IS SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27.

M A G N I F I C A T
SUBSCRIPTIONS are now
due.  Cost is $42.00 for
one year.  Subscription
b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e
NOVEMBER 2026 issue.  If
you are interested in
subscribing, please contact
the Parish Office.  Deadline

to sign up is Monday, August 17.

THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY IS
ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 15.
The Mass Schedule is:
Friday, August 14 - Vigil Mass at
7:00 PM.
Saturday, August 15 - Mass at
9:00 AM.

ST. GABRIEL OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER PARISH
MEMORIAL FUND DONATION received in memory of:
THOMAS VAGASKY requested by Anna Baldasano.
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The struggle for silence

One of the most dramatic scenes in the First Book of Kings was Elijah’s contest with the 450 prophets
of the pagan god Baal.

They called on their god, and Elijah called on the Lord.  Suffice it to recall that Elijah was the only one
who survived the contest.

But the victory made him a target of the anger of King Ahab’s wife Jezebel.  So Elijah fled and
eventually, at the command of an angel of the Lord, walked forty days to Mount Horeb where he
sheltered in a cave.

This is where today’s first reading at Mass picks up.

Elijah exits the cave at the Lord’s bidding.  The prophet feels a wind so strong that it crushes rocks, “but
the Lord was not in the wind.”  Then comes an earthquake and then a fire, but the Lord isn’t in them
either.

Finally, there comes a tiny whispering sound, and that is when Elijah knows God will speak.

This incident can be read as a lesson about prayer.  We won’t likely hear the Holy Spirit in our hearts
when we are surrounded by noise or when our minds are filled with images and music and a to-do list
of daily chores.

Rather, the Spirit communicates with us softly and gently, so subtly that we can miss him if we lack
interior silence.

This is why it helps if we don’t overload on media and newsfeeds all day.  It’s hard to focus on prayer
when our memory is packed with the latest news from Washington or Wall Street or Hollywood.

Having a good prayer life requires preparation throughout the day.  We do that be limiting our intake
of media and leaving space for silence.

Where can we start to carve out more silence in our day?  The Spirit is waiting to fill that silence.

– Father Edward McIlmail, LC
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to benefit Saint Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Church
Stowe, PA

Friday, August 28, 2026

11:00 A.M. Shot gun start

HICKORY VALLEY GOLF COURSE

Gilbertsville, PA

“Presidential Course”

Rain or Shine

To do your part in supporting our parish,
the following sponsorships are available:

!Family Sponsor        $25.00
!Prize Sponsor        $50.00
!Course Refreshment Sponsor  $75.00
!Hole Sponsor      $100.00
!Food Sponsor      $250.00
!Event Sponsor      $300.00

To sign up as a Sponsor or Golfer contact:

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Church

Kathy Bernhard

127 E. Howard Street

Stowe, PA   19464

Phone: 610-326-5127 Fax: 610-326-5749

E-mail: contact@sgsm62.org

Please sign up the following for the Golf Outing:

1  Golfer:__________________________________________st

2  Golfer:_________________________________________nd

3  Golfer:_________________________________________rd

4  Golfer:_________________________________________th

Payment and registration due by August 24.

Amount Enclosed:

_____x $115.00 per Golfer

Hot dog/Sauerkraut Lunch
Beverages throughout the day

Post Play Banquet

Golfers age 65 and over
have the option of playing from

Seniors Tee

Cash Prizes for:
1  Place & 2  Place Foursomesst nd

Longest Drive
Closest to Pin
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Christopher W. Warker, Supervisor
www.warkertroutmanfuneralhome.com

726 East High Street, Pottstown, PA 19464 • 610-326-1510

Support Our Advertisers!
SHOP LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • ENJOY LOCAL

Support Our Advertiser
OPOOPOOOO LOCAL • EAT LOCAL • ENJOY LO

SPACE
AVAILABLE

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Michele Barron

mbarron@jppc.net 
 484.300.2062

Toda  I’  prayin  fo :Toda  I’  prayin  fo :

WHAT WOULDJesusDO?WHAT WOUUUUUULDJesusJJ DOOOOOOOOO?

085 St. Gabriel - Stowe, PA (X)                                                      John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Dr. Paul G. Smith
Dr. John L. Lignelli II
Dr. James A. Ward

Dr. Donald E. Roland
Dr. Jacob P. Gribb

500 Heritage Drive, Pottstown, PA
610.326.7880

239 S. Reading Ave. Boyertown, PA
610.367.6074

www.pottstownoralsurgery.com

Memories 'N' More
New & Used Antiques & Collectibles

Frances "Noonie" Lewis
Al "Boone" Howard

610-203-1545
Store Number: 
610-326-1911

204 East High Street
Pottstown PA 19464

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11am to 4pm

Y O U R  C H O I C E  I N  F U N E R A L  H O M E SY O U R  C H O I C E  I N  F U N E R A L  H O M E S

www.CatagnusFuneralHomes.comwww.CatagnusFuneralHomes.com

Cremation Center, LLC

POTTSTOWNPOTTSTOWN
711 N. Franklin St. | 610-323-4440711 N. Franklin St. | 610-323-4440

Stephen J. Budnick, F.D.Stephen J. Budnick, F.D.
BOYERTOWNBOYERTOWN

1020 E. Phila. Ave. | 610-367-44401020 E. Phila. Ave. | 610-367-4440
Brent A. Budnick, Supv.Brent A. Budnick, Supv.

in remembrance of

ASK

   STOP | ASK | MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

SAMI

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T YO U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & supportTM

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

Message and data rates may apply.

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

O'Donnell, Weiss & Mattei, P.C.O'Donnell, Weiss & Mattei, P.C.
Estate Planning/Elder LawEstate Planning/Elder Law

Criminal LawCriminal Law
Business/Real EstateBusiness/Real Estate

1503 Sunset Drive, Ste. 201, Pottstown1503 Sunset Drive, Ste. 201, Pottstown
610-323-2800610-323-2800

www.owmlaw.comwww.owmlaw.com
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