Saint Bernard Church

October 4, 2026
Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. David F. Gaffney, Pastor

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor, Emeritus
Rev. Albino Barrera, OP Weekend Assistant
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekday Assistant
Rev. Joseph Pescatello, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Alfred Ricci, Weekday Assistant

Pastoral Assistant: Angelo Giacchi
Business Manager: Brandy O’Donnell
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson

Youth Faith Formation: Christina Pichette
Music Director: Alison Shea
Mass Schedules
Weekends
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
Sundays
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM
Weekdays

8:00 AM Monday through Friday

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Phone : 401-295-0387
E-mail: sbe.pastor@aol.com (Fr. Gaffney)
sbe.bus@verizon.net (Brandy)
sbe.pa@verizon.net (Angelo)
Web: www.stbernardnk.org
Hours: Mon - Tues: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Wednesday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Thursday & Friday: Closed

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish
Center for information about
scheduling and preparation.

Communion Please notify us of those sick and

to the Sick: in need of Communion at home.

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011

www.catholicpriest.com

Project Rachel:  Post abortion counseling

Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM
Eucharistic Adoration

Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass until 11:00 AM

Family Faith Formation Program
Our programs provide parishioners of all ages oppor-

tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith
through common experiences, age-specific learning
and interactive sharing. Please call the Parish Center
for information regarding any of our programs or
email:

First Communion Grade 2:
sbereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Pre-Confirmation Grades 6 & 7 and Confirmation Grades 8 & 9:

sbe.teenff@gmail.com

Gospel Weeklies Grades 1, 3,4, 5, :
stbernardgospelweeklies@gmail.com




Ponderings

On Thursday, September 24" at the Dome of America Center in St. Louis, tens of thousands of people
gathered for the Beatification of Archbishop Fulton Sheen. He now holds the title, “Blessed” and is one
step closer to sainthood. Sometimes called the “first televangelist™ in the United States, Sheen’s beatifica-
tion was presided over by Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, a Vatican official. It came after the Vatican had
determined that he had lived a life of “heroic virtue” and that mother’s 2010 prayer for Sheen’s interces-
sion was responsible for the miraculous recovery of her baby, James Fulton Engstrom, who spent 61
minutes without a heartbeat after birth.

Sheen, who died in 1979, beat out Lucille Ball for the Emmy Award for Most Outstanding Person-
ality in 1953. His radio show, “The Catholic Hour” and television shows including “Life is Worth Living”
reached millions. Pope Leo has said that he grew up listening to Sheen.

Opening his homily at the Mass Cardinal Tagle conveyed the greetings of Pope Leo who, he said,
“rejoices at the beatification of his fellow countryman, his fellow Illinoisan and brother Bishop.” Tagle
then referred to the Pope’s apostolic letter declaring Sheen Blessed in which he describes the new Blessed
as “a tireless preacher of the Gospel through the modern means of communication and a diligent shepherd
animated by missionary zeal.” For Tagle, two aspects of Sheen’s life stand out: his identity as an evange-
lizer and his vocation to be a missionary shepherd.

Tagle posed a question: What makes an evangelizer blessed? Is it the size of the audience? The
reach of a radio or television program? The number of people who listen or respond? The two qualities
Sheen possessed that lead to his being named “Blessed” were his communion with Christ and communion
with people, especially the poor and vulnerable. In his homily he said, “The Risen Lord chooses and sends
his friends.” He added that the missionary is first of all one who has been called. And that distinction, he
said, mattered greatly to Sheen. He recalled an exchange between Sheen and Pope Pius XII: asked how
many conversions he could claim, Sheen replied that he had never counted them, lest he be tempted to
think they belonged to him. He described himself instead as “simply a porter” who was sometimes able to
lead people to the open door of God’s house.

The evangelizer, the Cardinal explained, does not own the people he encounters, nor does he take
credit for what God accomplishes in them. Sheen, he continued, understood his vocation in similarly sim-
ple terms, and he recalled yet another anecdote: when a friend once asked why he had become a priest, he
replied, ‘I was called to tell this story (the Gospel). I never tire of telling it. I never tire of improving my
telling of it. I love my calling.’

For decades, Tagle continued, he found new ways of telling that story. His voice reached homes
across the United States through radio and television, while his writings and international missionary
work extended his reach well beyond the country.

Cardinal Tagle added another dimension of missionary blessedness, highlighting that the mission-
ary is also called into communion with people particularly those who are poor, vulnerable or easily forgot-
ten. Sheen, he continued, spoke strongly about the Church’s responsibility towards the poor during the
Second Vatican Council and recalled an address Sheen gave during the Council’s Third Session in 1964,
in which the American bishop urged the Council Fathers to affirm the importance of the poor.

We welcome families to bring their children—our youngest parishioners in their strollers to Mass.




Mass
Intentions

MONDAY, October 5
8:00 AM — Phyllis & Albert Sciola
by their family

TUESDAY, October 6
8:00 AM — Robert F. Sciola
by his family

WEDNESDAY, October 7

8:00 AM — Judith Gilmore
by her friends

THURSDAY, October 8
8:00 AM — Catherine Mattera
by her family

FRIDAY, October 9
8:00 AM — Elizabeth Kerwood
by her family

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, October 10
5:00 PM — Claudette & Heidi Dufresne
by Hollie Lussier

SUNDAY, October 11
7:00 AM-— Parishioners of St. Bernard

8:30 AM — Jerry Sands
by his wife

10:30 AM — Arthur Dwyer
by the choir

Name Tag Sundays

For the past several years we have put on “name
tags” for the weekend masses from Labor Day to
Columbus Day. We will do this again in the com-
ing weeks. We take a moment before Mass begins
to turn and greet our neighbors. During the year
many new people join the parish. This is the
chance to say hello to them and to renew old ac-
quaintances. See A Face. Learn A Name. Share A
Story. Love Your Neighbor.

On Saturday, September 26"
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass the
8 £ parish welcomed the Knights
" of Columbus for the

» “Installation of Fourth Degree
” District Masters” They repre-
sented each of the New Eng-
land states. In addition, their
swords, used for ceremonial
purposes, were blessed. We are grateful for our
local Knights and their generosity in helping our
parish and community. We were happy to wel-
come this regional group for this important occa-
sion.

Congratulations to Catherine and Brent Harries
and baby Frederick George who was baptized on
September 27, 2026.




Parish Support

September 20, 2026 2025
Basket $6,285.00 $7,337.00
ACH $3,130.10 $2,614.00

September 27, 2026 2025
Basket $8,340.00 $6,104.00
ACH $3,270.10 $3,749.00
YTD $154,028.80 $166,287.00

Adult Faith Formation

Tuesday, October 6

Tuesday, October 13
Tuesday, November 3
Tuesday, November 17
Tuesday, December 1
Tuesday, December 15

from 7:00pm to 8:00pm in the parish hall.

It's Time to Sing!!

Have you always liked to sing? Are you looking
for a new way to worship at church? Please con-
sider joining the Adult Choir. We are always
looking for new members. Rehearsals are on
Thursdays from 6:45pm to 8:15 pm

and will begin October 8th. No experience nec-
essary, just your desire to sing! If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to see our Music

Director, Alison Shea or any choir member.

Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, October 7

9:00 am — 12:00 pm in Parish Hall or

6:00 pm — 8:00 pm in large conference room

Men of St. Joseph

The Men of St. Joseph International is a Catholic

association of men committed to Jesus Christ.

Our monthly meeting will be held on
Wednesday, October 7 at 7:00pm

in the Parish Hall. New members are welcome.

Bishop Hendricken Open House:

Bishop Hendricken High School will be hosting
an Open house on Sunday, October 25", from
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. and an Information
Night on November 10" at 6:00 p.m. These
events will give families the opportunity to tour
our facilities and receive information on our aca-
demics, admission procedures, financial aid, stu-
dent life, transportation and college placement.

Morning Glory Gathering

Please join us for coffee and socializing on
Thursday, October 8
after the 8:00 AM morning Mass in the Parish

North Kingstown Food Pantry

Y our thoughtful donation of 354 pounds of food
to the North Kingstown Food Pantry during the
month of August 2026 is so appreciated. Thank
you! Your donations to the Pantry help provide
our community with a wide and nutritious varie-
ty of needed items. Working together, we make
a difference every day in North Kingstown.”

\Oln Us.,.. @i;% ‘
Grief Group

Upcoming dates:

Monday, October 19
Tuesday, November 10
Tuesday , December 22

6:30pm to 7:30 pm
in the large conference room.




Faith Formation

A BIG thank you to all those families who have already registered for the upcoming
school year! We are looking forward to a joyful and blessed year of Faith Formation with
your child and family.

*10/18/26 - Grades K,1,3,4,5 : 1st In-person Gospel Weeklies Classes

*10/4/26 - Grades 2, 6,7,8,9 : 1st Sacramental Preparation Classes
Next Class: 10/25/26
If you have not registered yet, please register online at
www.stbernardnk.org/religious-education-registration/
In order for us to plan for the program year, please register on our website as soon as possible Upon your
review of the documents should you have any questions, please contact the Faith Formation Office at 295-
0387 or email at: sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com

Fall Activities for Life

40 Days for Life Fall Campaign
Wed., Sept. 23 through Sun., Nov. 1 | Public right-of-way outside the abortion facility, 175 Broad
St., Providence
40 Days of peaceful prayer vigils and Rosaries for life and for an end to abortion. Held in collaboration
with RI Right to Life. Sign up your parish /group for a day to pray at https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/

providence.

2026 Human Life Guild Day - Together we renew our commitment to life!

Sat., Oct. 10 | 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. | Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, Providence

RSVP by Fri., Oct. 2 | $35 per person includes brunch and speakers | Advanced registration required
Holy Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m. by Most Rev. Bishop Bruce Lewandowski, C.Ss.R. Human
Life Guild Awards will be presented after the Mass. For registered guests, brunch and presentations
will proceed in the lower Cathedral. Topic: The Gift of Children and Assisted Reproductive Tech-
nologies, Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., Senior Ethicist, National Catholic Bioethics Center.

Respect Life Sunday / Life Chain Sunday
Sun., Oct. 4 | 2-3 p.m. | Diocese-wide locations listed on our website
A peaceful and prayerful gathering and a public witness to the sanctity of human life and for the end

of abortion.
Young at Heart October Luncheon
Monday, October 19 at noon (sign in at 11:30 AM) Menu: TBD
Name (s)

Cost: $15.00 per person. (Checks payable to St. Bernard) Please respond by Monday, October 12.



https://www.stbernardnk.org/religious-education-registration/
mailto:sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/providence
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/providence
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