Saint Bernard Church

September 20, 2026
Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. David F. Gaffney, Pastor

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor, Emeritus
Rev. Albino Barrera, OP Weekend Assistant
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekday Assistant
Rev. Joseph Pescatello, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Alfred Ricci, Weekday Assistant

Pastoral Assistant: Angelo Giacchi
Business Manager: Brandy O’Donnell
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson

Youth Faith Formation: Christina Pichette
Music Director: Alison Shea
Mass Schedules
Weekends
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
Sundays
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM
Weekdays

8:00 AM Monday through Friday

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Phone : 401-295-0387
E-mail: sbc.pastor@aol.com (Fr. Gaffney)
sbc.bus@verizon.net (Brandy)
sbc.pa@verizon.net (Angelo)
Web: www.stbernardnk.org
Hours: Mon - Tues: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Wednesday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Thursday & Friday: Closed

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish
Center for information about
scheduling and preparation.

Communion Please notify us of those sick and

to the Sick: in need of Communion at home.

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011

www.catholicpriest.com

Project Rachel:  Post abortion counseling

Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM

Eucharistic Adoration
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass until 11:00 AM

Family Faith Formation Program
Our programs provide parishioners of all ages oppor-

tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith
through common experiences, age-specific learning
and interactive sharing. Please call the Parish Center
for information regarding any of our programs or
email:

First Communion Grade 2:
sbereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Pre-Confirmation Grades 6 & 7 and Confirmation Grades 8 & 9:
sbe.teenff@gmail.com

Gospel Weeklies Grades 1, 3,4, 5, :
stbernardgospelweeklies@gmail.com




Ponderings

Just a short while ago Dolly Parton passed away. One Catholic writer shared this, “Like millions
of others, I found myself surprisingly sad over the death of Dolly Parton.” Maybe you count yourself
among those “millions” who found yourself surprisingly sad over her death.

Why is it that people felt ‘close’ to her in many ways. I think there are a few reasons. First, she
was a woman of talent. She had many ‘hits’---you can fill in your favorite Dolly Parton song---“I Will
Always Love You” is probably at the top of most people’s list. She was also a prolific composer---having
written more than 3,000 songs, many of them sung by other artists. She had talent. We admire that.

A second reason that I only learned more about after her passing is her generosity—her big heart.
She established the Dollywood Foundation in 1988. Through its Buddy Program it offers $500 to seventh
and eighth grade students who graduated high schools---lowered the dropout rate from 35% to 6%. The
foundation also provides scholarships of $15,000 annually to high school seniors pursuing higher educa-
tion. Then there is her Imagination Library. Launched in 1995, this program mails free, age-appropriate
books monthly to children from birth to age five, regardless of family income. Inspired by her father’s
illiteracy, the initiative has given over 332 million books globally. She has also contributed money to
disaster relief projects, pediatric cancer research efforts, wildlife preservation projects, HIV/AIDS aware-
ness, breast cancer research and local community projects including funding band uniforms for Tennes-
see high schools.

A third reason to feel close to Dolly is her Christian faith. When her husband of nearly 60 years,
Carl Dean, died in March of 2025, Dolly told The Associated Press, “I am a person of faith, and I truly
believe that I'm going to see him again one day.” When asked about death in a podcast in 2019 she said
she believed that “we’re all part of that great divine plan. And I’'m hoping to get on up there and do some
more writing and singing and playing with those golden harps....and keep doing it forever and ever and
ever.” Parton’s lifelong faith began at a young age. “I learned to love Jesus and learned that Jesus loved
me when [ was a little bitty kid,” she said in 2017. “All those things that Mama used to say, you know,
that through God all things are possible—I kept all those things kind of tucked away into my subcon-
scious mind and in my heart. And those are the things that have helped me through the years.” Dolly
sometimes hesitated in earlier years to call herself “Christian,” but later in life, she used the term to de-
scribe herself. “I’m certainly no angel. Lord knows I’m not,” she said in a 2017 interview. “But I believe
in something greater than myself. And I do believe in prayer. And I do believe in forgiveness.” And I do
believe that God is there for us.” In describing how she stayed ‘sane’ she said, “I pray every day. I pray
about everything.” “I ask God to lead me and guide me in all the decisions [ make.” Continuing the topic
of prayer she said, “I talk to God like he is my best friend.” “I just go around talking to him sometimes.”
She continued, “I think if somebody saw me in my house, they’d think I was an absolute lunatic.” “I just
talk to God, and sometimes if something great has happened, I just kind of raise my hand, give God a
high five or a thumbs up.” Dolly reported in an interview, “Every single day, before I do anything, I wake
up and I thank God for the night and ask him to bless the day.”

Even with her ‘star status’ Dolly seemed to be able to continue to relate to everyone. She would
perform acts of kindness for people in need—often anonymously.

Dolly has left the world a better place. Her legacy-----musical talent, her generous support of mul-
tiple charities and her Christian faith----all of these give testimony to her character. When too many
“stars” can seem selfish and without any faith, her example stand out---shines forth for us to see.

--Fr. Gaffney

We welcome families to bring their children—our youngest parishioners in their strollers to Mass.




Mass Our Lady of Mercy Opening Of School Mass

Intentions

8:00 AM — Edna Gillen

TUESDAY, September 22
8:00 AM — Holy Souls of Purgatory

WEDNESDAY, September 23
8:00 AM — Fenwick Gardiner
31st Anniversary
by his family

THURSDAY, September 24 . -
8:00 AM — Parishioners of St. Bernard [ 4 —

FRIDAY, September 25
8:00 AM — Anne Delaney
by her family

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, September 26
5:00 PM — Philip & Pauline Valliere
by their daughter

SUNDAY, September 27
7:00 AM— Deceased of the Parish

8:30 AM — Paul Romanelli

g e, R

—

(left tb right) Rev. Brian Morris, Pastor of St.
Gregory the Great Church, Warwick; Rev. Joseph

by his famil
y his Tamtly Brodeur, Associate Pastor of Our Lady of Mercy
10:30 AM — Felicisimo Fuentes Church; Rev. Bernard Healey, Pastor of Our Lady
by his family of Mercy Church; Rev. David Gaffney, Pastor of

St. Bernard Church; Rev. Jorge Rocha, Pastor of
St. Francis De Sales Church.

Baptism of Declan John Burns




Parish Support

August 30, 2026 2025
Basket $9,130.00 $6,802.00
ACH $3,660.10 $3,549.00

September 6, 2026 2025

Grief Group

Upcoming dates:

Tuesday, September 29
Monday, October 19
Tuesday, November 10
Tuesday , December 22

6:30pm to 7:30 pm
in the large conference room.

Basket $7,806.00 $9.,652.00
ACH $3,970.10 $3,779.00
YTD $122,824.50  $133,074.00
St Bernard Sixth Annual
Golf Tournament
Sunday October 4, 2026

Register online at:
www.stbernardnk.org/golf/

Golf, Dinner, Contests, Prizes
Richmond Country Club

Jorame S
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Adult Faith Formation

“Roots and Wings”—the topic will be the devel-
opment of the Church over the centuries and a
look at some of the Saints involved. Where are
we today as a Church? Let’s look at our history
to see how we got to where we are today! We
will meet approximately every other week. Tues-
days, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Open to
all parishioners. Please call the parish office to
sign up. First Meeting: Tuesday, September 22.
(schedule of classes will be available at the first
meeting)

April in Paris

An information night for our
Parish Trip to Paris in April
will be held on Monday, Sep-
tember 21 at 6:00 in the parish
center. A representative from
~ Colette Tours will be there.

I Please join us!

K of C Breakfast

The Knights of Columbus will hold a Break-
fast at the Council Hall, 1265 Tower Hill Road,
North Kingstown, on Sunday, September 20th,
from 7:30 to 10:30 A.M. Scrambled Eggs,
French Toast, Home Fries, Bacon, Baked Beans,
Breakfast Pastries, Orange Juice, Coffee and
Tea will be served. The cost is $10.00, children
6 and under are free.

Name Tag Sundays

For the past several years we have put on “name
tags” for the weekend masses from Labor Day to
Columbus Day. We will do this again in the com-
ing weeks. We take a moment before Mass begins
to turn and greet our neighbors. During the year
many new people join the parish. This is the
chance to say hello to them and to renew old ac-
quaintances. See A Face. Learn A Name. Share
A Story. Love Your Neighbor.

Friends of the Poor Walk

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, RI is host-
ing a Friends of the Poor Walk on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th at the Prout School. Along with the
one-mile walk, there will be music, food and
family fun. Please walk or sponsor someone who
will be walking. Registration forms are available
at the Church entrance tables. To learn how the
money raised will help the poor, please call 401-
572-5115. Donations can be mailed to: St. Vin-
cent de Paul; PO Box 198; NK, RI 02852




Faith Formation

A BIG thank you to all those families who have already registered for the upcoming

school year! We are looking forward to a joyful and blessed year of Faith Formation with
FORMATION your child and family.

J
I. !il *9/27/26 - Grades K, 1,3,4,5 : 1st In-person Gospel Weeklies Classes
=M *10/4/26 - Grades 2, 6,7,8,9 : 1st Sacramental Preparation Classes
If you have not registered yet, please register online at
www.stbernardnk.org/religious-education-registration/
In order for us to plan for the program year, please register on our website as soon as possible Upon your

review of the documents should you have any questions, please contact the Faith Formation Office at 295-
0387 or email at: sbereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Fall Activities for Life

40 Days for Life Fall Campaign
Wed., Sept. 23 through Sun., Nov. 1 | Public right-of-way outside the abortion facility, 175 Broad
St., Providence
40 Days of peaceful prayer vigils and Rosaries for life and for an end to abortion. Held in collaboration
with RI Right to Life. Sign up your parish /group for a day to pray at https.//www.40daysforlife.com/en/

providence.

2026 Human Life Guild Day - Together we renew our commitment to life!

Sat., Oct. 10 | 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. | Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, Providence

RSVP by Fri., Oct. 2 | $35 per person includes brunch and speakers | Advanced registration required
Holy Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m. by Most Rev. Bishop Bruce Lewandowski, C.Ss.R. Human
Life Guild Awards will be presented after the Mass. For registered guests, brunch and presentations
will proceed in the lower Cathedral. Topic: The Gift of Children and Assisted Reproductive Tech-
nologies, Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., Senior Ethicist, National Catholic Bioethics Center.

Respect Life Sunday / Life Chain Sunday

Sun., Oct. 4 | 2-3 p.m. | Diocese-wide locations listed on our website

A peaceful and prayerful gathering and a public witness to the sanctity of human life and for the end
of abortion.

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat/Retiro del Vifiedo de Raquel
Fri., Oct. 23 through Sun., Oct. 25 |A post-abortion healing retreat en Espafiol/Un retiro de sanacién and
Fri., Oct. 30 through Sun., Nov. 1 | A post-abortion healing retreat in English. This weekend is an oppor-
tunity for any woman, man, couple, grandparent or sibling struggling with the emotional or spiritual pain
of abortion, providing the time and space to enter the grieving process. All inquiries confidential.



https://www.stbernardnk.org/religious-education-registration/
mailto:sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/providence
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/providence

Family Owned & Operated gr Pre-Planning &
for 5 Generations Since 1857 FAGAN | % QUINN Pre-Financing Available
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FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

NORTH KINGSTOWN
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