
 

 

 

Rev. David F. Gaffney, Pastor 
 

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor, Emeritus 
Rev. Albino Barrera, OP Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Charles Maher, Weekday Assistant 
Rev. Joseph Pescatello, Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Alfred Ricci, Weekday Assistant 
 

Pastoral Assistant:        Angelo Giacchi 
Business Manager:       Brandy O’Donnell 
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson 
Youth Faith Formation:      Christina Pichette 
Music Director:       Alison Shea 

 

Mass Schedules 

Weekends 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM 

Sundays 
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM 

Weekdays 

8:00 AM Monday through Friday 
 

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road 
 North Kingstown, RI 02852 

Phone : 401-295-0387 

E-mail: sbc.pastor@aol.com (Fr. Gaffney) 
  sbc.bus@verizon.net (Brandy) 

  sbc.pa@verizon.net (Angelo) 
 

Web: www.stbernardnk.org 

Hours: Mon - Tues: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Thursday & Friday: Closed 

 

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish  
 Center for information about    
 scheduling and preparation. 
 
Communion  Please notify us of those sick and  
to the Sick: in need of Communion at home. 

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance. 

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011 
 www.catholicpriest.com 

Project Rachel: Post abortion counseling 
 Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass until 11:00 AM
  

Family Faith Formation Program 
Our programs provide parishioners of all ages oppor-

tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith 

through common experiences, age-specific learning 

and interactive sharing. Please call the Parish Center 

for information regarding any of our programs or 

email: 

First Communion Grade 2:    
 sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com 
 

Pre-Confirmation Grades 6 & 7 and Confirmation Grades 8 & 9: 
 sbc.teenff@gmail.com 
 

Gospel Weeklies Grades 1, 3, 4, 5, :  
 stbernardgospelweeklies@gmail.com 
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September 6, 2026 
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Ponderings  

We welcome families to bring their children—our youngest parishioners in their strollers to Mass. 

 It is important to celebrate “milestones” in our lives!  Birthdays and anniversaries come to mind as 
those ‘milestone’ events in each of our lives.  As a parish community we have the opportunity to celebrate 
a great milestone in the life of Fr. Jack Unsworth (our pastor emeritus) on Sunday, September 13th at the 
10:30 Mass (and the reception in the parish center immediately after).  Fr. Jack is celebrating 50 YEARS 
of priesthood.  We congratulate him and thank him for his time as pastor of St. Bernard Church.  We are 
happy to welcome him, members of his family and friends to this upcoming celebration. As many of you 
know, Fr. Jack’s present ministry is to visit and assist retired priests in our diocese. Some of them have 
family members who can ‘check in’ with them, some do not.  It is important to care for our retired priests, 
especially as they experience the challenges of aging!  
 

 It is something of coincidence that this celebration takes place on the weekend before our Diocesan 
Annual Collection for the Senior Priest Retirement Fund.  This yearly collection helps our retired priests---
-so many of whom remain active in sacramental ministry to parishes.  We have four retired priests who 
assist our parish:  Fr. Charles Maher, Fr. Jack Unsworth, Fr. Alfred Ricci and Fr. Joseph Pescatello.  I am 
very grateful for their assistance. We have only a few “assistant pastors” in parishes in our diocese at the 
present time---and they are mostly in larger parishes with parish elementary schools. The retired priests 
‘step in’ where there once may have been an assistant pastor.  It has been many, many years since St. Ber-
nard Church had an assistant pastor----I seem to recall that Fr. Bernard O’Reilly and Fr. Jacques Plante 
were two of the last assistant pastors here.  Retired priests assist us by covering the Thursday morning 
Mass so that I can take a day off. They assist with weekend masses. They help with confessions and 
anointing of the sick. They cover masses so that I can go on my annual retreat and take time off for a vaca-
tion.  I am so very grateful for their assistance.   
 

 Here are a few “facts” about our Senior Priests in the diocese:  
-diocesan priests typically retire at age 70 (or later, in some cases); at retirement they lose access to essen-
tial benefits such as housing, salary and transportation needs. While they do retain excellent health insur-
ance, they must cover their own Medicare Part B premiums.  
-Although diocesan priests do participate in Social Security, their lifetime earnings were modest---some 
earning as little as $50 per month before 1952 and $100 until 1972. As a result, their Social Security bene-
fits are minimal, especially for our oldest priests.  
-The Diocesan Pension Fund serves as the primary source of income for our retired priests. Supporting this 
fund is a challenge for the Bishop and the Diocese. As the number of retired priests grows, so too does the 
need to ensure their dignity and care sustained.  
-Today over 90 priests benefit from the Pension Fund. About two-thirds of our retired priest remain active 
in assisting parishes. Others, however, are in assisted living or nursing facilities and require more intensive 
support.  
-“Not In Crisis—But In Need Of Care”----while our retired priests are not in a healthcare crisis, we know 
that a well-funded pension ensures they can live with dignity and peace after a lifetime of service.  
-A Special Collection to support our Senior Priests will take place here at the parish on September 19/20.  
We thank you for your generosity!   
 

You can also make a secure online donation at: www.srpriestri.com or mail your contribution to: Senior 
Priest Retirement Fund, Office of Development and Catholic Charity Appeal, 1 Cathedral Square, Provi-
dence, RI 02903.  
 

THANK YOU to all our retired priests, THANK YOU for your support, and CONGRATULATIONS  
to Fr. Jack on 50 years of Priesthood.  
 
--Fr. Gaffney    

http://www.srpriestri.com
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Mass  

Intentions 
 

 

MONDAY, September 7 
  8:00 AM – Donald & Jane Gardiner & Family
  by their family 

TUESDAY, September 8 
  8:00 AM – Innocents of Abortion  
  

 WEDNESDAY, September 9  
  8:00 AM – Robert  V. Farley  
   

 THURSDAY, September 10   
  8:00 AM – John B. Allen   
  by his family    
  

 FRIDAY, September 11   
  8:00 AM – Antonio Chung & Agustino Chung
  by their family 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY, September 12   
  5:00 PM – Mark Tripp   
  by his wife 

SUNDAY, September 13    
 7:00 AM –Parishioners of St. Bernard   

  8:30 AM – Joan Bicknell   
  by her family 

  10:30 AM – Fr. Jack Unsworth  
  50th Anniversary 

Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration at the Cathedral  

  

The Office of Marriage Preparation and Enrich-
ment is hosting the annual Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration to honor couples of the Diocese of 
Providence who will be observing their 25th, 40th, 
50th and OVER 50 years wedding anniversaries in 
2026. The celebration will be held on  

Sunday, October 18, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. 
at the Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul, Providence. 
It will include Mass, renewal of marriage vows, a 
personalized certificate for each couple and a re-
ception for the couples and their families. Bishop 
Bruce Lewandowski will be the main celebrant 
and homilist. You must register with the parish by 
September 4. Please call or e-mail the parish of-
fice (sbc.pa@verizon.net) if you would like to 
attend this special celebration. 

Adult Faith Formation 
 

“Roots and Wings”—the topic will be the devel-
opment of the Church over the centuries and a 
look at some of the Saints involved. Where are 
we today as a Church? Let’s look at our history to 
see how we got to where we are today!  We will 
meet approximately every other week. Tuesdays, 
7:00-8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Open to all pa-
rishioners.  Please call the parish office to sign 
up. First Meeting: Tuesday, September 22. 
(schedule of classes will be available at the first 
meeting)  

Save the Date 
 

Next Sunday, September 13th at the 10:30 Mass 
Fr. Jack Unsworth will celebrate his 50th Anniver-
sary of Ordination to the Priesthood. We welcome 
Fr. Jack back to St. Bernard’s for this joyful occa-
sion!  After Mass there will be a ‘coffee an’ recep-
tion in the Parish Center. 

OCIA:  
 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (formerly 
RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). The 
first meeting is Tuesday, September 8th at 7:00 
p.m. in the parish center.  Any adults who need 
Sacraments:  Baptism, Eucharist and/or Confir-
mation, please  join us.  We will meet approxi-
mately twice per month until Easter.  This group 
will meet with the Adult Faith Formation class 
“Roots and Wings” beginning September 22nd.    
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Labor Day  
 

On Monday, September 7, the Parish Office 
will be closed and our daily Mass will be at 
8:00 AM. 

Parish Support 
 

 August 23, 2026 2025 

Basket  $5,681.00 $5,886.00 

ACH   $3,270.10 $4,819.00 

     

 August 30, 2026 2025 

Basket  $9,130.00 $6,802.00 

ACH   $3,660.10 $3,549.00 

 

YTD            $111,048.40      $119,643.00 

Morning Glory Gathering 
 

Please join us for coffee and socializing on 
Thursday, September 10th after the 8:00 AM 

morning Mass in the Parish Hall. 

St Bernard Sixth Annual 
Golf Tournament 

 

Sunday October 4, 2026 
Register online at: 

www.stbernardnk.org/golf/ 
 

Golf, Dinner, Contests, Prizes 
Richmond Country Club 

Congratulations to Kayla and Carlos Restrepo and 
their twins: Alessi Grace and Tucker Paul, who 

were baptized on August 30, 2026 

Grief Group 
 

Upcoming dates: 
 

Tuesday, September 29 
Monday, October 19 

Tuesday, November 10 
Tuesday , December 22 

 
6:30pm to 7:30 pm 

in the large conference room. 

April in Paris 
 

An information night for our 
Parish Trip to Paris in April will 
be held on Monday, September 
21 at 6:00 in the parish center.  
A representative from Colette 
Tours will be there. Please join 
us!   



 

 

5 

Name Tag Sundays 
 

For the past several years we have put on “name 
tags” for the weekend masses from Labor Day to 
Columbus Day. We will do this again in the com-
ing weeks. We take a moment before Mass begins 
to turn and greet our neighbors. During the year 
many new people join the parish. This is the 
chance to say hello to them and to renew old ac-
quaintances.   See A Face. Learn A Name. Share 
A Story. Love Your Neighbor.  

Faith Formation: It’s Registration Time!!!!! 
 

We are looking forward to a joyful and blessed year of Faith Formation with your child 
and family. All the details regarding our 2026-27 Faith Formation Program can be found 
on our website: www.stbernardnk.org/faith-formation/ 
In order for us to plan for the program year, please register on our website as soon as pos-
sible. Please note: Since we have seen an increase in on-line registrations, we have  
extended the registration deadline to 8/24/2026. A late fee of $20.00 will be applied after 
that date.  

Upon your review of the documents should you have any questions, please contact the Faith Formation 
Office at 295-0387 or email at: sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com  

Young at Heart September Luncheon  
 

Monday, September 21st at noon (sign in at 11:30 AM)  Menu:  TBD 
Name (s)   __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cost: $15.00 per person. (Checks payable to St. Bernard) Please respond by Monday, September 14th. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Do you have time on Tuesday mornings to sit quietly before the Monstrance on 
the altar? We like to ensure that there is a small group of ‘adorers’----some will 
stay after Mass; some come at 9:00 and stay till 10:00; some come at 10:00 and 
stay till 11:00. 

Teen Life Meeting 
 
Our first Teen Life meeting will begin on Sunday, September 13th. Teen Life is monthly program geared 
towards students in grades 6-12. Come see what it is all about. It will begin with an opening Mass at 
5:30PM, followed by the regular meeting schedule. Dinner is included. Families are invited to join us for 
the opening Mass. Please email Christina Pichette at sbc.teenff@gmail.com for additional details and to be 
added to the Teen Life email list. 

Vestibule/Cry Room 
 

For parents of young children and infants!  We 
love to have you here! If your child gets fussy---
always feel free to walk around with them---bring 
them to the vestibule.  If there are several children 
there and they become fussy, please feel free to 
close the glass doors of the vestibule. They are 
“learning” what it means to be in church---be pa-
tient with them---the Vestibule/Cry Room is a 
great place for them from time to time.   

http://www.stbernardnk.org/faith-formation/
mailto:sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com
mailto:sbc.teenff@gmail.com
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CHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAM

425 Ten Rod Road (Route 102)
North Kingstown

295-8855 • 884-1900
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3347 S. COUNTY TRAIL, EAST GREENWICH, RI 02818
401.884.2880
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Quidnessett Memorial 
Cemetery

Since 1902
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

401-884-7691
by apppointment

6365 Post Road
 North Kingstown, RI

www.qmcemetery.org

DISTINCTIVE WINDOW DESIGNS

Don Altieri - Usher/St.Mary’s
444 Budlong Rd., Cranston, RI

461-0990
Featuring full lines of Window Shading, 

Window Treatments, Shutters, Draperies, 
Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

Providing Residential 
& Commercial Services 

in Rhode Island & Southeastern MA
For Gas, Oil and Steam Systems

401-256-9249
270 Hopkins Hill Rd
Coventry, RI 02816

www.neboilerworksri.com

Total Family Eye Care
Contact Lenses • Quality Eyewear

5393 Post Road • East Greenwich
www.eastgreenwicheye.com

Give Yourself the Gift of Clear Vision
Schedule Your Appointment Today (401) 884-6066

Christopher B. Perrotti
REALTOR®

Cell: 401.855.2594
cbperrotti@gmail.com

chrisperrotti.com
Loyal, Honest & Looking

to Work Hard for You
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O: 401-884-5522
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E. Greenwich

Mott &
Chace

Family Owned & Operated 
for 5 Generations Since 1857

Pre-Planning & 
Pre-Financing Available

Traditional Funerals, Simple Cremation & Life Celebration Services
825 BOSTON NECK ROAD, NORTH KINGSTOWN, RI
401-295-5603 | www.FaganQuinnFuneralHome.com

Michael F. Quinn • Patrick J. Quinn • Jerome D. Quinn 
Christopher P. Quinn, Managing Director

Chelsea M. Gaudreau • Steven A. DiLorenzo
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