Saint Bernard Church

August 23, 2026
Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. David F. Gaffney, Pastor

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor, Emeritus
Rev. Albino Barrera, OP Weekend Assistant
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekday Assistant
Rev. Joseph Pescatello, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Alfred Ricci, Weekday Assistant

Pastoral Assistant: Angelo Giacchi
Business Manager: Brandy O’Donnell
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson

Youth Faith Formation: Christina Pichette
Music Director: Alison Shea
Mass Schedules
Weekends
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
Sundays
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM
Weekdays

8:00 AM Monday through Friday

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Phone : 401-295-0387
E-mail: sbc.pastor@aol.com (Fr. Gaffney)
sbc.bus@yverizon.net (David)
sbc.pa@verizon.net (Angelo)
Web: www.stbernardnk.org
Hours: Mon - Tues: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Wednesday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Thursday & Friday: Closed

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish
Center for information about
scheduling and preparation.

Communion Please notify us of those sick and

to the Sick: in need of Communion at home.

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011

www.catholicpriest.com

Project Rachel:  Post abortion counseling

Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM

Eucharistic Adoration
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass until 11:00 AM

Family Faith Formation Program
Our programs provide parishioners of all ages oppor-
tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith
through common experiences, age-specific learning
and interactive sharing. Please call the Parish Center
for information regarding any of our programs or
email:

First Communion Grade 2:
sbereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Pre-Confirmation Grades 6 & 7 and Confirmation Grades 8 & 9:
sbe.teenff@gmail.com

Gospel Weeklies Grades 1, 3,4, 5, :
stbernardgospelweeklies@gmail.com




Ponderings

One of the Youth Ministry programs you so generously supported for the young people of the par-
ish this summer was the “Steubenville East” weekend. These weekends are held regionally and get their
name from the University of Steubenville (Ohio)—a Catholic college that has created these evangelization
weekends for young people. There are witness talks; time for prayer/praise; group activities; Mass; Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation; Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; and, of course, meals with the group. The
event was held recently in Springfield, MA at the civic center. Young people from New England and up-
state New York are the typical participants. In years past this event had been held at URI, The La Salette
Retreat Center—and other venues. We have been sending young people from the parish to this experience
for several years.

We ask them to fill out an ‘evaluation form” at the end of the experience and we thought it might be help-
ful for you to read them to get a better idea of what this program means to them. Here are some of their
responses:

-Attending the Steubenville East Conference was a life-changing experience that helped me grow closer to
God and strengthen my faith. Through the inspiring speakers, worship and the sacraments I was reminded
of God’s constant love and mercy. I also formed meaningful relationships with other teens who encour-
aged me to live out my faith with confidence.

-A great opportunity to explore faith, get to know people in the parish community and spend time with
Christ in worship with a group of people you know.

-This is an experience that I wish everyone got to enjoy! This was my second year going and although I
knew what to expect it was still a live-changing event. Getting to connect with friends your own age
through faith doesn’t happen often, but when everyone is crowded together, singing and praising God with
whole heart you feel complete.

-This experience was eye-opening in the most beautiful way possible. I learned new things about myself,
and [ was able to grow closer to God by praying and worshipping. I realized there that God truly loves me
and that no matter if we are unsure or are having doubts about our faith, he will always be there to wel-
come us back home with open arms.

-My third year at Steubenville was nothing but amazing. Everything came back to me and my faith was
restored. Steubenville is a truly amazing experience, and I will miss every second of it.

-The Steubenville trip is a chance for teens to connect with other teens who share the same faith and val-
ues. It is an opportunity to become fully submerged in your faith without the burden of worrying about the
challenges of everyday life.

-Steubenville is a beautiful experience and I am grateful that I have been able to attend three of their con-
ferences. It’s not very often that I get to be with over a thousand teenagers who share the Catholic faith.
Even though there’s so many unfamiliar people it’s such a welcoming environment where we listen, wor-
ship and pray with each other.

-I would describe this experience as a refresh of my faith. Being surrounded by a community who all be-
lieve in similar ideas and love the Church helps create a stronger bond to God and each other that can be
hard to find without attending this trip.

-Two of the most beautiful moments of the weekend are: Adoration, where Jesus can be seen and felt.
Then, at the closing mass the next day any teenager who was moved by the Holy Spirit to explore life as a
religious sister or a priest is invited to stand and walk to the front. Watching these people walk up in front
of the stage really shows how powerful the Lord is and how he works in our hearts.

I hope you enjoyed reading their responses---to a worthwhile and powerful religious experience! Thank
you once again for your support of our young people.
--Fr. Gaftney

We welcome families to bring their children—our youngest parishioners in their strollers to Mass.




Mass
Intentions

T TR

MONDAY, August 24
8:00 AM — Rob Verdi
by his wife

TUESDAY, August 25
8:00 AM — Catherine & Melvin Sherman
& Family
by their grandchildren

WEDNESDAY, August 26
8:00 AM — Joanne McOsker
by Liz McGrath

THURSDAY, August 27
8:00 AM — Steven Park
by his family

FRIDAY, August 28
8:00 AM — Holy Souls of Purgatory

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, August 29
5:00 PM — Mary DiDonato

SUNDAY, August 30
7:00 AM — Parishioners of St. Bernard

8:30 AM — Loretta Krebel
by her family

10:30 AM — Dee Anne Madusky
by her mother & brother

Participants in the Steubenville East Program 2026
Thank you for your support of this program.

Save the Date

On Sunday, September 13™ at the 10:30 Mass
Fr. Jack Unsworth will celebrate his 50" Anniver-
sary of Ordination to the Priesthood. We welcome
Fr. Jack back to St. Bernard’s for this joyful occa-
sion! After Mass there will be a ‘coffee an’ recep-
tion in the Parish Center.

Adult Faith Formation

“Roots and Wings”—the topic will be the devel-
opment of the Church over the centuries and a
look at some of the Saints involved. Where are we
today as a Church? Let’s look at our history to see
how we got to where we are today! We will meet
approximately every other week. Tuesdays, 7:00-
8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Open to all parishion-
ers. Please call the parish office to sign up. First
Meeting: Tuesday, September 22. (schedule of
classes will be available at the first meeting)

Wedding Anniversary
Celebration at the Cathedral

The Office of Marriage Preparation and Enrich-
ment is hosting the annual Wedding Anniversary
Celebration to honor couples of the Diocese of
Providence who will be observing their 25, 40®,
50 and OVER 50 years wedding anniversaries in
2026. The celebration will be held on

Sunday, October 18, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.
at the Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul, Providence.
It will include Mass, renewal of marriage vows, a
personalized certificate for each couple and a re-
ception for the couples and their families. Bishop
Bruce Lewandowski will be the main celebrant
and homilist. You must register with the parish by
September 4. Please call or e-mail the parish of-
fice (sbc.pa@yverizon.net) if you would like to
attend this special celebration.




Basket
ACH

Parish Support

August 9, 2026 2025
$6,190.00 $6,685.00
$2,810.10 $3,419.00

August 16, 2026 2025

Basket
ACH

YTD

$6,875.00 $5,886.00
$3,195.00 $4,819.00

$80,307.10  $98,039.00

Grief Group

Upcoming dates:

Tuesday, September 29
Monday, October 19
Tuesday, November 10
Tuesday , December 22
6:30pm to 7:30 pm
in the large conference room.

April in Paris

St Bernard Sixth Annual

Golf Tournament

Sunday October 4, 2026
Register online at:
www.stbernardnk.org/golf/

Golf, Dinner, Contests, Prizes
Richmond Country Club

An information night for our
Parish Trip to Paris in April will
be held on Monday, September
21 at 6:00 in the parish center.
A representative from Colette

*  Tours will be there. Please join
. us!

>
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Business Manager

Our present business manager, David Cote, is mov-
ing on. We are grateful for his excellent service

Save the Date: Blood Drive

Monday August 31 from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm

in the parish hall.

these past five years. Our new business manager is
Brandy O’Donnell. She works full-time in the Fis-
cal Office of the Diocese of Providence. She will
be ‘on site’ here for a few hours each Monday (late
afternoon) to process our bills, keep our financial
records, etc. We welcome Brandy to St. Bernard’s.

Ministry Fair

THANK YoU!!!!

We want you to find the place where your gifts and talents can be used for building up the Kingdom of God
here at St. Bernard Church! Below are listed ministries/service opportunities in the parish. At our Ministry
Fair on the weekend of August 22"/23™ you can learn more about them----‘sign up’ for more information.

Altar Servers
Choir

Eucharistic Ministers
Faith Formation Teachers
Golf Tournament Volunteers

Grief Group
Haitian Project

Hospitality Ministry/Greeters at the Doors
Knights of Columbus

Lectors

Men of St. Joseph

Outdoor Landscaping/Cemetery Project
Quilters/Quilt Raffle

St. Vincent DePaul (outreach to the needy)
SPRED (Special Religious Education)
Volunteer Parish Office Assistance
Women'’s Bible Study

Youth Ministry

also: how to sign up for on-line giving




Faith Formation: It’s Registration Time!!!!!

We are looking forward to a joyful and blessed year of Faith Formation with your child
and family. All the details regarding our 2026-27 Faith Formation Program can be found
on our website: www.stbernardnk.org/faith-formation/

that date.

Upon your review of the documents should you have any questions, please contact the Faith Formation
Office at 295-0387 or email at: sbereligiouseducation@gmail.com

In order for us to plan for the program year, please register on our website as soon as pos-
sible. Please note: Since we have seen an increase in on-line registrations, we have
extended the registration deadline to 8/24/2026. A late fee of $20.00 will be applied after

Vestibule/Cry Room

For parents of young children and infants! We
love to have you here! If your child gets fussy---
always feel free to walk around with them---bring
them to the vestibule. If there are several children
there and they become fussy, please feel free to
close the glass doors of the vestibule. They are
“learning” what it means to be in church---be pa-
tient with them---the Vestibule/Cry Room is a
great place for them from time to time.

Knights of Columbus 25 Week Club

Congratulations to the following winners for the
month of July:

Joe Marciano

Ritchie Morse
Paulette Began
Guy DeMelis

Grand prize winners:
$200 Ashley Levine
$300 Joe Malley
$500 Gene Kuzmierz

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank all

those who supported the 25 Week Club!

While You’re Away Don’t Forget

If you are away this summer enjoying the beach or
far-away places, please don’t forget that back
home in old St. Bernard’s, we still have to pay our
bills. If you are away and miss a few weeks of
your budget contributions, please try to make them
up so that we can keep going or you can use the
Online Giving Option. We miss you while you’re
away, and we miss your generosity too!

Have you considered
“On-Line” Giving?

Maybe it is time now to sign up for “On-Line
Giving” or maybe it is time to review what you
have been doing with your current “On-Line
Giving” program. What are some of the ad-
vantages to this way of supporting the parish?
Here are a few

(1) It is convenient---automatic. It might just be
the way that you are presently handling many
other financial transactions.

(2) You need not worry about a missed dona-
tion.

(3) “Young People” ---of all ages---don’t often
use cash or checks---this is the way so many peo-
ple do their financial transactions.

(4) You get to keep your own record of gift giv-
ing.

(5) It provides ‘continuity’ for the church. Reg-
ular, reliable income is helpful for the budgeting
process. It helps us to pay our bills, which are
always ‘regular’---that is, non-stop.

(6) If you are away on vacation, on business or
‘in the sun for a few winter months’ you are able
to have a continuous, unbroken way of support-
ing the church.

Visit: www.stbernardnk.org/support-your-parish/

If you need any assistance in setting up an “On-
Line Giving” program for yourself or would like
to re-visit a present arrangement of “On-Line
Giving”, please contact the Parish Office.



http://www.stbernardnk.org/faith-formation/
mailto:sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com
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