Saint Bernard Church

August 9, 2026
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. David F. Gaffney, Pastor

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor, Emeritus
Rev. Albino Barrera, OP Weekend Assistant
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekday Assistant
Rev. Joseph Pescatello, Weekend Assistant
Rev. Alfred Ricci, Weekday Assistant

Pastoral Assistant: Angelo Giacchi
Business Manager: David Cote
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson

Youth Faith Formation: Christina Pichette
Music Director: Alison Shea
Mass Schedules
Weekends
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
Sundays
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM
Weekdays

8:00 AM Monday through Friday

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Phone : 401-295-0387
E-mail: sbc.pastor@aol.com (Fr. Gaffney)
sbc.bus@verizon.net (David)
sbc.pa@verizon.net (Angelo)
Web: www.stbernardnk.org
Hours: Mon - Tues: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Wednesday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Thursday & Friday: Closed

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish
Center for information about
scheduling and preparation.

Communion Please notify us of those sick and

to the Sick: in need of Communion at home.

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011

www.catholicpriest.com

Project Rachel:  Post abortion counseling

Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM

Eucharistic Adoration
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass until 11:00 AM

Family Faith Formation Program
Our programs provide parishioners of all ages oppor-
tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith
through common experiences, age-specific learning
and interactive sharing. Please call the Parish Center
for information regarding any of our programs or
email:

First Communion Grade 2:
sbereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Pre-Confirmation Grades 6 & 7 and Confirmation Grades 8 & 9:
sbe.teenff@gmail.com

Gospel Weeklies Grades 1, 3,4, 5, :
stbernardgospelweeklies@gmail.com




Ponderings

Two of our parishioners recently attended the first “Mandatum” leadership retreat conducted by the
diocesan office of Family, Youth and Young Adult Evangelization. The program was held at Portsmouth
Abbey. The two participants from St. Bernard’s were Victoria and Carolina Estrella Vargas. Thirty-seven
students from 18 Rhode Island parishes and 2 Massachusetts parishes participated.

I asked the two sisters a few questions about their experience:

WHAT DID YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT THE MANDATUM LEADERSHIP WEEK?

Victoria: “What I enjoyed most was the was the way the entire week helped me grow as a leader. We spent
time learning about original sin, human anthropology and what it means to understand ourselves as human
beings created by God, and those lessons made me think deeply about who I am and how I want to lead.”
Carolina: “What I enjoyed most about Mandatum was the opportunity to grow both as a leader and in my
faith. The talks, discussions, prayer and time spent with other catholic teens made the experience meaning-
ful and helped me build lasting friendships.”

HOW DID YOUR PARTICIPATION HELP YOUR FAITH GROW?

Victoria: “My participation helped my faith grow because Mandatum gave me space to reflect on big ques-
tions about human nature, sin and the soul. Learning about saints who lived out their faith in courageous
and meaningful ways made me want to take my own faith more seriously.”

Carolina: “Mandatum helped my faith grow by giving me a deeper understanding of God’s love and His
plan for us. It encouraged me to spend more time in prayer, be more present in my relationship with Christ
and see leadership as a way of serving others with humility and compassion.”

HOW CAN YOU USE WHAT YOU LEARNED IN THE PARISH?

Victoria: “I can use what I learned in the parish by being more confident in leadership roles and by bringing
teamwork skills I practiced at Mandatum into our youth group and parish events. The program taught me
how important it is to lead with humility and compassion, and I want to carry that mindset into everything I
do at church.”

Carolina: “I can use what I learned by becoming more involved in my parish, encouraging other young peo-
ple to grow in their faith and leading my example through service, kindness and a willingness to help wher-
ever [ am needed. I also hope to share what I learned with others and help build a stronger faith communi-
ty.”

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE YOUR AGE IF THEY WERE THINKING
OF GOING ON THIS PROGRAM NEXT SUMMER?

Victoria: “I would tell them that it’s an amazing opportunity to grow as a leader and as a person. You learn
things about faith that really makes you think and you build strong friendships and you get to challenge
yourself in a supportive environment.”

Carolina: “1 would tell them to definitely go. Even if you are unsure at first, Mandatum is an amazing expe-
rience that helps you grow as a leader, make great friends, and deepen your relationship with God. You’ll
learn things that can change the way you see yourself, your faith, your purpose and you’ll leave inspired to
make a difference.”

The weeklong camp began with a study of themselves—understanding who they are as individuals and as
members of the Body of Christ. Part of this was a discovery of their individual charisms, or gifts given to
each person by the Holy Spirit to use in service of others and the greater world.

Thanks go out to our parishioners who supported our young people attending this program as well as the
Catholic Hearts Work Camp and the Steubenville East weekend.

--Fr. Gaffney

We welcome families to bring their children—our youngest parishioners in their strollers to Mass.




Mass
Intentions

MONDAY, August 10
8:00 AM — John F. Montanaro, I11
Birthday Remembrance by his family

TUESDAY, August 11
8:00 AM — Innocents of Abortion

WEDNESDAY, August 12
8:00 AM — Nancy Bacon

THURSDAY, August 13
8:00 AM — Lorraine Morgers
by the Vredenburg family

FRIDAY, August 14
8:00 AM — Paul O’Malley
by Pat Newell

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, August 15
5:00 PM — Joseph & Edna Gillen

SUNDAY, August 16
7:00 AM — Parishioners of St Bernard

8:30 AM — Cheryl Laplante
2nd Anniversary by her family

10:30 AM — Peter Taylor

The Assumption of Mary
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Anointing of the Sick

On Sunday, August 23 after the 10:30 Mass we
will offer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick. Fr. Gaftney and Fr. Pescatello will be doing
the anointing. The idea of “Last Rites” has been
broadened to include those with an illness of one
kind or another---body, mind and spirit. The re-
ception of the sacrament is meant to bring comfort
and strength for the person who is experiencing
sickness. In the ritual, the priest anoints (with ho-
ly oil) the person’s forehead—making the sign of
the cross saying, “Through this holy anointing
may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with
the grace of the Holy Spirit.” He then makes the
sign of the cross on the palms of each hand saying,
“May the Lord who frees you from sin save you
and raise you up.” We hope to offer this Sacra-
ment after a Sunday Mass once a year. If anyone
is experiencing poor health, is having surgery, is
hospitalized, etc.---they can request that the priest
anoint them----the sacrament is always available.

Adult Faith Formation

“Roots and Wings”—the topic will be the devel-
opment of the Church over the centuries and a
look at some of the Saints involved. Where are we
today as a Church? Let’s look at our history to see
how we got to where we are today! We will meet
approximately every other week. Tuesdays, 7:00-
8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Open to all parishion-
ers. Please call the parish office to sign up. First
Meeting: Tuesday, September 22. (schedule of
classes will be available at the first meeting)

Wedding Anniversary
Celebration at the Cathedral

The Office of Marriage Preparation and Enrich-
ment is hosting the annual Wedding Anniversary
Celebration to honor couples of the Diocese of
Providence who will be observing their 25", 40,
50 and OVER 50 years wedding anniversaries in
2026. The celebration will be held on

Sunday, October 18, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.
at the Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul, Providence.
It will include Mass, renewal of marriage vows, a
personalized certificate for each couple and a re-
ception for the couples and their families. Bishop
Bruce Lewandowski will be the main celebrant
and homilist. You must register with the parish by
September 4. Please call or e-mail the parish of-
fice (sbe.pa@yverizon.net) if you would like to
attend this special celebration.




Parish Support

Morning Glory Gathering

Please join us for coffee and socializing on

July 26,2026 2025 Thursday, August 13th after the 8:00 AM morn-
Basket $9,940.00 $8,509.00 ing Mass in the Parish Hall.
ACH $3,290.00 $4,074.00 015 PaluchCo. e

ACH

YTD

August 2, 2026 2025
Basket $8,561.00 $7,061.00
$4,470.00 $3,215.00

$70,237.00  $78,176.00
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Sacraments for Adults:
“Seeker’s Group”

August 17

St Bernard Sixth Annual

Golf Tournament

Sunday October 4, 2026
Register online at:

www.stbernardnk.org/golf/

Golf, Dinner, Contests, Prizes
Richmond Country Club
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7:00—8:00 PM
in the large conference room.

Grief Group

Tuesday, August 18
6:30pm to 7:30 pm
in the large conference room.

SAVE THE DATE

On Sunday, September 13" at the 10:30 Mass Fr.
Jack Unsworth will celebrate his 50" Anniversary

Save the Date: Blood Drive

Monday August 31 from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm

in the parish hall.

of Ordination to the Priesthood. We welcome Fr.
Jack back to St. Bernard’s for this joyful occasion!
After Mass there will be a ‘coffee an’ reception in
the Parish Center.

Ministry Fair

We want you to find the place where your gifts and talents can be used for building up the Kingdom of God
here at St. Bernard Church! Below are listed ministries/service opportunities in the parish. At our Ministry
Fair on the weekend of August 22"%/23" you can learn more about them----‘sign up’ for more information.

Altar Servers

Choir

Eucharistic Ministers

Faith Formation Teachers
Golf Tournament Volunteers
Grief Group

Haitian Project

Hospitality Ministry/Greeters at the Doors

Knights of Columbus
Lectors

Men of St. Joseph

Outdoor Landscaping/Cemetery Project
Quilters/Quilt Raffle

St. Vincent DePaul (outreach to the needy)
SPRED (Special Religious Education)
Volunteer Parish Office Assistance
Women'’s Bible Study

Youth Ministry

also: how to sign up for on-line giving




Faith Formation: It’s Registration Time!!!!!

We are looking forward to a joyful and blessed year of Faith Formation with your child
and family. All the details regarding our 2026-27 Faith Formation Program can be found
Bl ZU R on our website: www.stbernardnk.org/faith-formation/

[:-?' In order for us to plan for the program year, please register on our website as soon as pos-
= = sible. Please note: Registration deadline is 8/17/2026. A late fee of $20.00will be applied

after that date.

Upon your review of the documents should you have any questions, please contact the
Faith Formation Office at 295-0387 or email at: sbereligiouseducation@gmail.com

Becoming a Catholic—or
“making up my sacraments”
Where do I begin?

Are you someone who was baptized a Catholic but
have not received First Communion or Confirma-
tion? Are you someone who was baptized in an-
other Christian church and would like to become
Catholic? Are you someone who has never been
baptized? The Church has a program known by
the initials, R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults). It is a process---a series of classes----
whereby you prepare to receive one or more of the
following: Baptism, Holy Communion, Confir-
mation. After a time of preparation, you would
receive these sacraments at the Easter Vigil (Holy
Saturday). This celebration for adults receiving
sacraments happens in Catholic churches all of the
world at the Easter Vigil! Yes, you can receive
these sacraments as adults! Maybe you are embar-
rassed because you have not received these sacra-
ments---don’t be embarrassed! Maybe you are
unsure if you can ‘learn what you need to know’--
-don’t be worried---we’ll help you through!

Don’t let any stumbling blocks get in the way!
This might be the opportunity you have been wait-
ing for! Classes will begin in the Fall. Before
that time, please contact the parish office or speak
with Fr. Gaffney. He can answer any questions
you may have.

Attention Leaders of Programs,
Committees, Ministries

Please arrange for someone to be available for the
Ministry Fair---to be in the Parish Center after
each weekend Mass. If you have a “sign up list”
or a handout describing your ministry—that will
be helpful. Please contact Fr. Gaffney and let

him know you have a ‘plan in place’ for your min-
istry. Thank you.

Parish Feast Day and

Parish Cook-Out!

The Feast of St. Bernard is Thursday, August 20,
On Saturday August 22nd after the 5:00 p.m. Mass
we will have a Parish Cook-Out! We will provide
the hamburgers, hot dogs and bottled water. You
bring whatever your family wants for ‘sides’ or
dessert. Bring a lawn chair! We will also have the
parish hall set up with tables and chairs---with air-
conditioning. Come----meet other parishioners!
Renew old acquaintances!

SAVE THE DATE: SAT. AUG. 22nd.
(even if you plan to go to Mass on Sunday morn-
ng------ come to the cookout at 6:00 p.m.)

Please return this form through the collection bas-
ket or e-mail the parish office at

sbc.pa@yverizon.net

This will help us as we plan the amount of food to
purchase!

Name:

Number of Adults:
Number of Children:



http://www.stbernardnk.org/faith-formation/
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