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AUGUST 16, 2026
THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

A SPECIAL
H Y ;. Generosity Fills Our New Nursery!

FOR YOUR GENERDUS D

o — B — 3 e P4 o & P—

We extend our deepest gratitude to all our parishioners who donated toys and other items for our new parish
nursery. Thanks to your incredible generosity, the room is now completely stocked and will soon be ready for
our youngest members.

We also offer a special thank you to Holy Family Parish in Manayunk. Following the closure of their own
daycare school, they graciously gifted us many children's chairs, tables, floor pads, and other essential
supplies. We are profoundly grateful for their neighboring support and kindness.

The nursery is scheduled to open in late October and will be available during the 10:15 AM Sunday Mass.
Please watch the bulletin and flock notes in the coming weeks for more information. It is Father DiMaria's
hope that our parents will use this service so as to afford themselves the opportunity to more attentively assist

ANNUAL
—PARISH PICNIC

SEPTEMBER 13TH 3-6:00 PM

'ﬂﬁﬂ' GOD BLESS AMERICA
CELEBRATING OUR PARISH AND OUR COUNTRY

PIG ROAST

DONATED BY KNIGHTS OF coLumMBus /|
WE REQUEST DONATIONS OF

SIDE DISHES AND DESSERTS

\ \PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE SHEETS
IN THE BACK OF CHURCH i




ETERNAL REST, £° - Our Book Club will begin
GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD! k mffﬁ - meeting again in September.
' —._ The September meeting will

In your Kkindness, D ————
please pray for the happy repose of the soul of BeforeWe be held on September 15th
John F. Bazela “Were Yours at 1:30 in the Rectory

Meeting Room. The book we

Who was called from this life on are r'eading for this meeﬁng

Augysig 226 is Before We Were Yours
at the age of 100 years old. . by Lisa Wingate.
“May His soul and all the souls of the ady | 2 Pick up a copy today! New
faithful departed Rest in peace.” members are welcome to join
at any time.
e s .
Life’s reward is to know that we are RESPECT LIFE CORNER

manifesting God’s will “on earth asiitis in
heaven”, not that we are experiencing

unbridled happiness all the time.
~Chris Benguhe
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NEW HYMNAL DEDIC@TION OPPORTUNITY | 14th Annual Nationl y of embrance
for Aborted Children

e [ 4 EZR
& T 70 | sat, September 12,10:00 - 11:00AM

ST. AUGUSTINE CEMETERY

Dear Parishioners,
We are exciled to announce the introduction of the Saint Michael Hymnal

to our parish liturgy! This comprehensive hymnal will expand our musical 175 W. DeKalb Pike

repertoire, enriching our worship and enhancing our celebration of the Mass . .

with a wider variety of hymns and chants. Klng of Prussia
In Loving Memory Pro-life Americans throughout the country
We are offering a special opportunity to dedicate a hymnal in loving memory of deceased . .
relatives and friends, Each hymnal purchased will be inscribed with a beautiful memorial will gather at the gravesites of aborted
el babies and other memorial sites dedicated in

Cost: $25.00 per Hymnal

A personalized label listing the name of the deceased and the name of the donor will be
placed inside the front cover of each purchased hymnal.

This is a meaningful way to honor your loved ones while contributing to the beauty of Solemn vigils will be held at these sites to
our parish music program. Please complete the form below to participate. o
commemorate the more than 65 million

their honor.

= Vs ]

- o . o qe
MEMORIAL HYMNAL DEDICATION FORM children who have lost their lives to legal
Please fill out this form and return it to the parish office or place it in the collec- abortion since 1973. and to remind our
tion basket in an envelope marked 'Hymnal Dedication”. . ! = .
[ Yes, | would like to purchase a hymnal society of the humanity of the unborn child.
] Please join us for the memorial service in
giﬁ";ﬁgzﬂah';;;‘:{g‘;{msedk our community. Together, let us remember
Total Enclosed: § (Check#___) the victims of abortion and pray for an end
Please make checks payable to: Sacred Heart Church to this injustice in our land. More info:
EP%EG'"‘E“ hons Number. — - ] Contact Joe McGuire at

jmeg6518 @gmail.com
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L MASS INTENTIONS -

Saturday, August 15

4:00pm Antoinette DiMaria

Sunday, August 16

8:00am For the Intentions of
Louis Prinzivalli
Requested by His Family
10:15am For the Intentions of
Raymond Kalivas
Requested by Mom & Dad

Monday, August 17

8:00am Betty Bradley
Birthday Remembrance
Requested by David & Brenda Turner

Tuesday, August 18

8:00am Robert Murphy
5™ Anniversary Remembrance
Requested by Wife, Pat

Wednesday, August 19

8:00am Living & Deceased Members of the
Kowal Family
Requested by Danny & Debbie Dunleavy

Thursday, August 20

8:00am Lorraine Strizziere
Requested by Jim DiRado & Family

Friday, August 21

8:00am Pat Gutkowski
Requested by Barbara Pupek & Family

Saturday, August 22

4:00pm James Strizziere
Requested by Gary & Karen DeNardo

Sunday, August 23

8:00am Barry Kelly
Requested by Brigida Shertzer
10:15am Virgilio D’Amore

Requested by Wife, Barbara

LLITURGICAL MINIST’I'{IES

.E)CTRAORDI’gARY MINISTszs
SACRISTAN ANTOR SHER

Let;Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!

The following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

Saturday evening, August 22:
4:00,
Celebrant: Father DiMaria

Extraordinary Minister: Pat Moletzsky
Lector: Michelle Efthimiadou

Sunday momning, August 23:
8:00am
Celebrant: Father Lyons

Extraordinary Minister: Joan Koeck
Lector: Eileen Bralski

10:15am
Celebrant: Father DiMaria

Extraordinary Minister: \/alencia Zaremba
Lector: Danielle Carbone

S’rewards &/J:

a tazg, 7/
Weekly Report

August 8 - 9, 2026
$6,555.00

Thank you for the support of Our Parish!

Feast Day: Augu

Patron Saint of |
Pilgrims

Pope Pius X started
CCD religion ed:
classes for children.

4 #143 Sacred Heart



VENERATION OF THE MAJOR (FIRST CLASS) RELICS
OF SAINT MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE
IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, July 22, 1647-Oclober 17, 1690, was a French Visitation nun and
mystic who promoted devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in its modem form. Many mystics
throughout the centuries have had apparitions of Mary around the worid, while, seemingly, Saint
Margaret Mary Alacoque and Saint Faustina received messages from our Savior, Jesus Christ.

FIRST STATION FOR PUBLIC VENERATION
Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul
18th Street and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103
Parking availabie

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026

2:00 PM Arrival of the Relics to the

Cathedral Chapel
Relics are moved to the
Cathedral Basilica until 7:00 PM
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

8:00 AM

2:30 PM

5:00 PM

Relics in the Cathedral Basilica

Relics are moved 1o the

Cathedral Chapel

Relics are moved to the

Cathedral Basilica until 8:00 PM
For the Mass and Confession schedule at the

Cathedral Basilica for these two days, please visit,

hitps:icathedralphila. orgl

5:30 PM

SECOND STATION FOR PUBLIC VENERATION
Sacre Coeur Perpetual Adoration Shrine
Located on the campus of St. Denis Parish
2401 St Denis Lane
Havertown, Penngylvania 19083
Parking avaable

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026
Relics in the Adoration Shrine all throughout
the day
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2026
Relics in the Adoration Shrine until Noon
For the Mass and Confession schedule st Saint Denis

Church for these two days,
please visit, hitps i saintdenis.orgl

= i For Our

Fiftary Personnel

Please Pray For All Who Protect Our
Country, especially...

John F. K. Benedict(MajorUSAFANG), son of Christine
& Vince Benedict; Anthony C. Brandt (CW3 Warrant
Officer, US. Army Reserves), son of Eileen Brandt,
Zachary T. Brandt (Sergeant US. Army), grandson of
Eileen Brandt; Matthew J. Capaldo (Commander, US.
Navy) son of John & Connie Capaldo; Michael
DeStefano, Jr. (Sergeant US. Army) grandson of Jack
& Sue DeStefano; Michael Gutkowski(Lieutenant
Commander, US. Navy), grandson of Pat Gutkowski;
Samuel Hoey (CplUSMC), grandson of Leona
Cottone; Noel Irizarty (Sergeant, US. Army), son of
Patricia Epright; Shane Jones (Sergeant U.S. Marines)
grandson of Fran Toth; Matthew McNulty (Chief
Warrant Officer 4 USM.C), son of Irene McNulty Rick
McVoy (Lieutenant Commander, US. Navy) son of
Rich McVoy; Greg Philips (Lieutenant Commander, U.S.
Navy); Jessica Prostack (CW2 Warrant Officer, US.
Army), daughter of Richard Prostack Jack Razin (1*
Lieutenant, US. Air Force), Luke Razin (Captain, US. Air
Force), son of Rich & Julie Razin; Jeffrey Seamans
(Captain, US. Army), son-in-law of Dolores Burton;
Stephanie Zugay (National Guard), granddaughter of
Greg & Grace Zugay.

The Holy Name of Jesus was first spoken by the
angel Gabriel at the Annunciation. The Catechism
of the Catholic Church tells us that "the name of
Jesus is at the heart of Christian prayer.” (CCC
435) How can we better understand and practice
this long - standing Catholic devotion to the Name
of Jesus? Learn more on Wednesday, August 19th
from 6:45 - 8:45 pm when we discuss The Holy
Name of Jesus. (We meet in the coffee hour room
at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 502 Ford
St, Bridgeport, PA - - enter from the Ford St
parking lot.) The Society of the Patricians is an
informal group of Catholic adults who meet
monthly under the direction of Fr. Sam Keyes to
learn more about the Catholic Faith so that we can
better share it with others. Please come, and bring
a friend! Refreshments will be served and free
literature will be available. The program is
sponsored by the Legion of Mary. More info:
r.edellukens@gmailcom or 610-256 - 7125

George Minnis

John Bednar

Paula Davis Al Cowling

Monica Reuter Mary (Puzio) Stephenson
Maria Welch Mary Boyle

Salvatore Salamone Fran Toth

Francisca Diniz .

Lisa Ronan Joan Birely

David Reuter John Smoczylo

Bob Bores Kelly Benedict

Chas Pires Patricia Gaffney

Julie Burk Angela Desmond

S\/rii% ricjhll%tgn Eileen Brandt

June DiDesidero D¢n|’llse(|& Tom Kavanagh
Cindy Burke Michael Martin

Parker Crey Davis
Catherine Martin
Joseph Puzio

Piper Kaplan

Karen Braithwaite
Elaine Fertal
Barbara Pruskowski

Ronald Halas

Marge& Stan Leszczynski
Fran & Rob Worral
Marion Raup

Butch Rodenbaugh
Nicholas Janicki

Laurie Ronan
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SACRED HEART PREP PRESENTS

THE ANNUAL "H‘

-

KW% Grlow ﬁwg;

- ALL ARE WELCOME! =

You do not need to be enrolled in our PREP program
to participate. Everyone is invited!

LOCATION
SACRED HEART
GROTTO

MDP CYO Fall Sports Registration
Enrollment for the MDP Panthers'
upcoming fall sports (grades K-8)
season is now open! Families are
invited to review sport options and
register online through TeamSnap:
register.teamsnap.com/form/zI7ciH
widRYT3xIc1sHP8
Hurry, spots fill quickly, and we
are making teams!
Questions? Contact
mdpathleticdirector@gmail.com

-mm@mmmmmmm

BIALM 97:11.12

" PARISH COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER DAY! |

i FENCE INSTALLATION PROJECT
I -Dear Parishioners, we will be installing a VINYL FENCE

i around the rear & left sides of our PARISH PARKING LOT. ®

WHEN: ~~, (i
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26" }
TIME: Beginning at 8:00 AM.
MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!




i 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
i August 16, 2026
i Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

h,
Great Faith

| The type of person I want to focus on is one you already know. He or she may have

, gone to elementary school with you. Or was your college roommate? It may be a

: professional colleague or a fellow parishioner. Or an admired sports hero or a well-known
: religious leader. Or an honored figure in the world of music or other entertainment. Or

. one who lives in a foreign country. Or who lives next door. I refer to a person whom you

' believe to be ever humble.
I

: Consistent with our assessment, this person never seeks the spotlight. They know

I themselves. Their true colors show especially when they take a courageous public stance.
' Consider, if you will, the unnamed Canaanite woman who has wound up in today's excerpt
: fr'om St. Matthew's gospel.
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: She has a daughter with a serious health problem. As a pagan she has undoubtedly i

i heard the stories of the traveling young Hebrew rabbi named Jesus, and the marvelous i

i curing miracles He has worked. She may have thought to herself: "He might turn me !

1

! away since I'm a Gentile. But I must try something to help my child.” So, she cries out !
1

| when Jesus drew near her "Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!” Giving Jesus those i

: twin titles is itself a tribute to Him. i

1

. | Jesus' first reaction is silence. The Apostles’ first reaction is to chase a pest. Then !

1

' Jesus speaks and tells the woman that His mission is “limited to Israel. I cannot throw !

: food meant for children to dogs.” Then in a response replete with humility she tells Him i

1 ) 1

: " " H :

i faith in Him and above all her humility. He heals the woman's daughter immediately. i
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i We learn two truths from this episode. First, the unlimited scope of Christ's earthly

E mission. It is not for one group, but for all who will listen and accept the truth about

E 6od's kingdom. Secondly, we learn the power of humble faith.

i A common practice for lots of people is to take “the path of least resistance.” Rivers do
i that. They always travel around a mountain because it is easier than going through one.

i Frequently we are like that river. It is easier to sit scrolling through our smartphone

i getting angry rather than putting the phone down to care for a neighbor's needs. It is
I easier to get angry at one's mate and let that anger diminish with time rather than to
. | sit down and work out the problem.

' But there is one difference between ourselves and that river. It will never have to

: render an account of what it has done. But we will. Obviously, the better choice in life
i is to be humble and take the path of persistence. Just ask a certain Canaanite woman.

i 6od love you and give you His peace.
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	143-bulletin-6-7-26.pdf
	Sacred Heart Parish  120 JeffersonStreet~Swedesburg,Pennsylvania, 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm
	June 7, 2026
	The most holy body and blood of christ
	Join us for dinner & dancing!


	CARING FOR FRIENDS
	A Lasting Expression of Faith and Love "As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace." — 1 Peter 4:10
	More than a mere legal document, a well-prepared will is a profound statement of faith, hope, and love. Through this final act of material kindness, you can care for your family, support cherished charities, and help those in need. Sacred Heart Parish considers it a privilege to be remembered in your estate plans. Thank you for your enduring remembrance and sacrifices.
	For inclusion in your will, our official legal name is: Sacred Heart Parish, Bridgeport, PA
	We congratulate: David Straka, Jr. and Megan Wisniewski Who were united in marriage on May 30, 2026
	The Lord hears us more readily than we suspect; it is our listening to God that needs to be improved.
	~Archbishop Fulton Sheen



	His Sacred Heart  Our Deep Devotion
	June is the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. What does that mean and how can we practice this centuries-old Catholic devotion? Find out more on Wednesday, June 17th 6:45 - 8:45 pm in the coffee hour room (enter hall from Ford Street lot)St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 502 Ford St., Bridgeport.  Parking available in the Ford Street lot, adjacent to the rectory & hall. (No Commitment – Meetings are Monthly – Come When You Can!)The Society of Patricians is sponsored by the Legion of Mary.  More info:  r.edel.lukens@gmail.com or 610-256-7125. The society of the Patricians is an informal group of adult Catholics who meet monthly under the direction of       Fr. Sam Keyes to learn more about the Catholic Faith so that they can better share it with others.  Please come, and bring a friend!  Refreshments will be served and free literature will be available.

	4:00pm Michael J. Estock, Jr.
	Saturday, June 6
	Requested by Bud &Joanne D’Alessandro
	Sunday, June 7 8:00am Helen Bednar
	Requested by Larry & Mary Sue Kilian
	10:15am Virgilio & Roma D’Amore
	Requested by Daughter-in-law
	Monday, June 8  8:00am Daniel Bottarelli
	Wednesday, June 10  8:00am Joseph ‘Joey’ Battisto, Jr.
	Birthday Remembrance
	Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak
	Thursday, June 11  8:00am 60th Wedding Anniversary Blessings
	for Vincent & Christine Benedict
	Friday, June 12  8:00am Virginia Dudas & Evelyn Horning
	Requested by Son and Nephew, Pat
	Saturday, June 13 4:00pm
	Richard L. Stiles, Sr.
	Requested by Janina Muc
	Sunday, June 14  8:00am Joseph & Mary Gasko
	Requested by Joe & Kathy Gasko
	10:15am Michael Estock, Jr.
	Requested by Sister Mary Sue, Larry, & Family
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, June 13: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Connie Capaldo
	Lector:
	Sunday morning, June 14: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Tony Viggiano
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Andy Moletzsky
	Lector:
	Sal DiNenna
	Requested by Ana &Vincent DiNenna
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
	Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the Founding of the United States of America

	Schedule of Events
	Thursday, July 2
	Reception of the Most Blessed Sacrament to the
	Signup

	Archdiocese of Philadelphia

	Saturday, July 4 (continued)
	Friday, July 3 (Legal Holiday)
	Sunday, July 5
	Conclusion of theNational Eucharistic
	Pilgrimage (Regular Sunday Mass schedule)

	Saturday, July 4
	Signup
	For more information, visit:

	archphila.org/underGod
	Eucharist

	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson


	143-bulletin-6-14-26-pdf.pdf
	Sunday, June 14, 2026  THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS
	Dear Friends in Christ,
	This weekend , we joyfully celebrate our patronal feast: the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. For our parish, this is more than a date on the liturgical calendar—it is a family feast day. It reminds us of who we are and whose we are: a people gathered under the Heart of Christ, the Heart that was pierced for our salvation, that burns with mercy, and that never ceases to love us, even when we are weary, wounded, or far from Him.
	Devotion to the Sacred Heart is a beautiful summary of the Gospel. In the Heart of Jesus, we see the love of God made visible: patient, faithful, sacrificial, and personal. His Heart is not distant from our sufferings or indifferent to our struggles. It is the Heart of the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost; the Heart of the Divine Physician who heals the wounded; and the Heart of the Savior who gave Himself completely on the Cross and remains with us in the Blessed Sacrament.
	This year’s feast takes on special significance. As we approach the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States, the bishops of our country are consecrating our nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This is a powerful and timely act of faith. To consecrate ourselves is to entrust our country—our families, our leaders, our communities, and our future—to the love and mercy of Christ. It is also a call for each of us to allow our own hearts to be converted more deeply to Him.
	Our nation needs the Heart of Jesus. We need His peace in place of division, His truth in place of confusion, His mercy in place of hardness, and His charity in place of indifference. But national renewal begins with personal renewal. If we desire our country to be more firmly rooted in justice, freedom, human dignity, and the common good, then we must first let Christ reign in our homes, our parish, and our own hearts.
	As we celebrate our patronal feast, I invite every parishioner to renew your devotion to the Sacred Heart. Spend time in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. Come to Mass with gratitude. Make a good confession. Enthrone the Sacred Heart in your home if you have not yet done so. Pray for our country, our bishops, our parish, and especially for those most in need of the mercy of Christ.
	May the Heart of Jesus bless our parish abundantly. May His Heart be our refuge in difficulty, our strength in temptation, our consolation in sorrow, and our joy in every season. May our parish always be known as a place where the love of Christ is received, lived, and shared.
	Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, bless our parish and our nation.
	God love you!
	Father DiMaria
	THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS
	Responsorial Psalm

	Reading 2
	A reading from the first letter of St. John
	Gospel
	A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 11:25-30
	At that time Jesus exclaimed: "I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to little ones. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father.  No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.
	"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."
	The Gospel of the Lord.
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The
	Saturday evening, June 20: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Pat Moletzsky
	Lector:
	Walt Fromm, Jr.
	Sunday morning, June 21: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Larry Kilian
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Lector:
	Tony Viggiano
	10:15am Celebrants:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Lector:
	Chris Kilian
	Valencia Zaremba

	10:15am Michael Estock, Jr.
	Monday, June 15 8:00am Lorraine Keszczyk
	Tuesday, June 16 8:00am Gus & Mary Messantonio
	Anniversary Remembrance
	Requested by Family

	Wednesday, June 17
	8:00am Pat Gutkowski
	Requested by Keith & Joan Murphy

	Thursday, June 18 8:00am All Members of the Kunda Family
	Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak

	Friday, June 19 8:00am Vern Krueger
	Wedding Anniversary Remembrance
	Requested by Wife, Jan
	Requested by Barbara Roskos


	Weekly Report June 6 - 7, 2026 $9,136.65
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!


	143-Bulletin-6-21-26.pdf
	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	June 21, 2026
	The TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	We extend a warm welcome to
	Conor Breslin
	The Broderick Family
	Debra Mihalak
	Harvey Soqui
	who recently registered in our Parish!

	Thank you  Cereal Sunday Success
	One hundred and forty-two (142) boxes of breakfast cereal was collected June 6 - 7 weekend and was donated to Martha’s Choice Market which is the largest food pantry operated in Montgomery County by Catholic Charities. We thank everyone who participated in our cereal collection.
	In Loving Memory             We are grateful for donations received in Memory of

	James ‘Jamie’ Strizziere On behalf of: Maria DeLuca Toni DeLuca Genovese
	ETERNAL REST,                  GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD! In your kindness,    please pray for the happy repose of the souls of Michael Connelly Who was called from this life on June 9, 2026
	Theresa Marconi Who was called from this life on June 14, 2026

	“May Their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed Rest in peace.”

	Help Wanted: Part-Time Shuttle Driver for Martin Saints Classical High School We seek a part-time shuttle driver for the 2026-2027 school year. This position includes generous hourly compensation based on the distance driven.  A weekly schedule will be provided as well as the opportunity for occasional "on demand" runs as the driver is available. Employees are required to obtain all required clearances by the state of Pennsylvania and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Please send inquiries to Admin. Asst. Lisa Eshleman at leshleman@martinsaintsclassical.org.
	Saturday, June 20
	4:00pm  Richard Stiles, Sr.                      Requested by Janet Kita

	Sunday, June 21
	8:00am  Robert Murphy                    Requested by MaryCatherine
	10:15am  Thomas & Helen Razin                      Requested by The Razin Family

	Monday, June 22
	8:00am  Mark Wisniewski                    Requested by Bill & Bridget Maruszczak

	Tuesday, June 23
	8:00am  Michael Dudas                    Requested by Son, Pat
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, June 27: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Lector:
	Robert Stefanik
	Sunday morning, June 28: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Eileen Bralski
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	John Keidel
	Valencia Zaremba
	Weekly Report June 13 - 14, 2026 $6,739.50
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!


	Celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the Founding of the United States of America
	Thursday, July 2
	Reception of the Most Blessed Sacrament to the

	Saturday, July 4 (continued)
	Friday, July 3 (Legal Holiday)
	Sunday, July 5
	Saturday, July 4
	Day of Adoration and Prayer for the United States of America
	Eucharist



	The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  June 21, 2026
	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson


	143-bulletin-6-28-26.pdf
	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm
	June 28, 2026

	THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	CAN WE COUNT ON YOU  TO HELP US - HELP OTHERS?
	Thank you for your generosity!

	If You Cannot Be On Time, Then Be EARLY. Making Time For Prayer Strengthens Our Connection With God!
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, July 4: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Helen Keller Surman
	Sunday morning, July 5: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Marjorie Pruskowski
	Lector:
	Connie Capaldo
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Larry Kilian
	Daniel Fahy, Jr.

	Saturday, June 27
	4:00pm  Barbara Stalker          Requested by The Bores & Stalker Families

	Sunday, June 28
	8:00am  Jenette Mercado                    Requested by Karen Hinchey
	10:15am  Edward Gunsalus                      Requested by His Family

	Monday, June 29
	8:00am  Cynthia Schatz                      Requested byLeigh Anne Eaton

	Tuesday, June 30
	Weekly Report June 20 - 21, 2026 $10,419.00
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!


	#143 Sacred Heart
	#143 Sacred Heart

	143-bulletin-7-5-26.pdf
	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	JULY 5, 2026
	THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	A very special thank you to Linda Moser, Coordinator of Religious Education and to her staff:  Michelle Efthimiadou, Barbara JanFrancisco,        Joan Koeck, Tracy Nunan,        Brenda Turner and teacher assistants:  Billy Moser, Michelle Suess, & Georgia Watts for a wonderful week-long summer session of religious education for our children.
	Thank you all for your hard work and dedication to sharing the faith which is deeply appreciated.  God bless you all! Father DiMaria
	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
	I suppose it’s a natural choice on this occasion of our 250th anniversary as a nation to focus on the famous people linked with our founding particularly in terms of their special qualities. These make not only for good observation but also for worthy imitation. So, we have, for example, George Washington’s courage. Or Thomas Jefferson’s eloquence. John Adam’s persistence and Ben Franklin’s inventiveness. You may have a different list of qualities for the same roster. But all of it would be seen as a tribute to their foresight and vision for what became the United States of America.
	Yet on any Sunday morning, of high festivity or more regular celebration, we must pay decisive attention to God’s holy Word in the Bible as the first half of every Mass. We call it “the Liturgy of the Word” and so it is. From it we learn various lessons on how best to imitate Christ Jesus Our Lord by focusing on qualities of His seen in their perfection. This ensemble of Readings today puts the accent on His less heralded virtue called “gentleness.” That word needs clarification, if for no other reason than the times we live in might argue that it is a waste of time and effort. Here is a good definition of it that I discovered: “Gentleness in the Bible is described as a vital characteristic that embodies humility, kindness, and patience, reflecting inner strength rather than weakness. It is often associated with Our Lord’s teachings, and it is encouraged as a fundamental aspect of Christian conduct in relationships with others.”
	In the gospel for today we have a beautiful aspect of Our Lord’s teaching on gentleness: His invitation for all those who are feeling burdened, tired, or overwhelmed, to come to Him for rest and comfort. In today’s fast paced world, where stress and burnout are common, we need to hear Him. He wants us to adopt that gentleness in dealing not only with others, but also with ourselves. That’s the formula for true peace. Even if we are never as famous as George, Thomas, John and Benjamin.
	In the first grade, Miss Grant said that my purple tepee wasn’t realistic enough, that purple was no color at all for a tent, that purple was the color of people when they died, and that my drawing wasn’t good enough to hang with the others. I walked back to my seat, head bowed. With a black crayon, I brought nightfall to my purple tent in the middle of the afternoon.
	In the second grade, Mrs. Henson said, “Draw anything.” She didn’t care what. I left my paper blank and when she came around to my desk, my heart beat like a tom-tom. She touched my head with her small hand and in a soft voice said, “The snowfall. How clean and white and beautiful!”
	God love you and give you a gentle heart.

	The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time     July 5, 2026
	Saturday, July 4
	4:00pm  Daniel Paciello                    Requested by Roberta Nelson

	Sunday, July 5
	8:00am  Sr. Mary Elizabeth Guidry, SSCJ                                                                       Requested by MaryCatherine Murphy 10:15am  Scott Wittmer                      Requested by The Wittmer Family

	Monday, July 6
	8:00am  Mary Ann Collison                    Requested by Barbara Roskos

	Tuesday, July 7
	8:00am  Vincenzo Dello Buono           Requested by Maria Dello Buono & Family

	Wednesday, July 8
	8:00am  Richard L. Stiles, Sr.                    Requested by Larry & Mary Sue Kilian

	Thursday, July 9
	8:00am  Denise Fignar                 Requested by Joe & Suzanne Antonello

	Friday, July 10
	8:00am  Pat Gutkowski              Requested by Michael Zadroga & Family

	Saturday, July 11
	4:00pm  Mike & Rita Moore                   Anniversary Remembrance                  Requested by Bores & Stalker Families

	Sunday, July 12
	8:00am  Betty Shannon                 Requested by Mark & Mary Leszczynski
	10:15am  Elizabeth Evan                     Birthday Remembrance                    Requested by Eleanor & Junior
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, July 11: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Lector:
	Connie Capaldo
	Sunday morning, July 12: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Marjorie Pruskowski
	Lector:
	Tony Viggiano
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Sal DiNenna
	Valencia Zaremba


	#143 Sacred Heart
	#143 Sacred Heart

	143-bulletin-7-12-26.pdf
	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	JULY 12, 2026
	THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Martin Saints Classical High School is so grateful to Fr. DiMaria and Sacred Heart parish for inviting us to the 10:15 Mass today.  Our school and your parish are neighbors; we're located in East Norriton, ten minutes away, just across the river from Bridgeport.  We are named for the Martin family of saints, whose feast we celebrate today. We are a Catholic high school with a strong curriculum, art and music, sports and extracurriculars, and college guidance.  But the greatest thing about Martin Saints is our commitment to the Catholic faith. Every teacher is on mission.  The school atmosphere is joyful, faith-filled, committed, orthodox.  We're low tech (no devices in school), we go camping and do service, we have craftsmanship classes. Please, come join say hello and learn more. Join us today for coffee and cake after Mass in the parish hall, and pick up a brochure. You're also invited to learn more online at whymsc.org.
	We extend a warm welcome to
	Jacob Bradbury
	Kathleen Strosser
	who recently registered in our Parish!
	ETERNAL REST,       GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD!
	In your kindness, please pray for the happy repose of the soul of Ann M. D’Ginto Who was called from this life on June 27, 2026
	“May Her soul and all the souls of the faithful departed Rest in peace.”




	Sin only gives you anxiety, sadness, unhappiness and emptiness.  Let God be the anchor of your life and the compass that guides your steps. ~St. Charbel
	Stewardship Beyond Our Lifetime
	"Well done, my good and faithful servant... Come, share your master’s joy."          — Matthew 25:21
	A well-prepared will is a statement of faith, hope, and love. Family, charities, and others in need benefit from this final act of material kindness. Sacred Heart Parish considers it a profound privilege to be mentioned in yours. Thank you for your remembrance and all your gifts.
	Our official legal name for estate planning is:  Sacred Heart Parish, Bridgeport, PA

	As you enjoy summer travels and weekends away, we wish you a restful and safe season!
	Please remember that parish ministries and expenses continue all summer long. Your steady financial support is vital to keeping our community running while attendance dips.
	If you are away, please support us through:
	Electronic Giving: Set up automatic gifts on our website.
	• Mail-In Donations: Send envelopes to the parish office.


	Thank you for your faithful generosity.
	Have a blessed summer!

	Saturday, July 11
	4:00pm  Mike & Rita Moore                   Anniversary Remembrance                    Requested by Bores & Stalker Families

	Sunday, July 12
	8:00am Betty Shannon               Requested by Mark & Mary Leszczynski 10:15am Elizabeth Evan                Birthday Remembrance                 Requested by Eleanor & Junior

	Monday, July 13
	8:00am  Evelyn Horning                    Requested by Mary Sue & Larry Kilian

	Tuesday, July 14
	8:00am  Louisa & Lorenzo Puco                    Requested by Lou Puco

	Wednesday, July 15
	8:00am  Richard L. Stiles, Sr.                    Requested by Bud & Joanne

	Thursday, July 16
	8:00am  Antoinette Hildebrand                   Birthday Remembrance                    Requested by John

	Friday, July 17
	8:00am  Joseph P. Calabrese
	Saturday, July 18
	4:00pm  Aimee Fromm                   Birthday Remembrance                     Requested by Her Dad

	Sunday, July 19
	8:00am  Sandra Wilkinson                    Requested by Joe & Kathy Gasko
	10:15am Kristin Leszczynski                   Anniversary Remembrance         Requested by Grandparents, Stan & Marge Leszczynski
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	followingMinistersare scheduled for our ParishMasses.
	The

	Saturday evening, July 18: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Lector:
	Walt Fromm, Jr.
	Sunday morning, July 19: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Larry Kilian
	Lector:
	Eileen Bralski
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Chris Kilian
	Andy Moletzsky
	Weekly Report June 27 - 28, 2026 $6,622.50
	July 4 - 5, 2026 $8,917.15
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!



	Did you know........Sacred Heart Parish has a Formed subscription?
	Visit:   signup.formed.org and select our parish name. Forming Catholics for Life.
	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

	The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time     July 12, 2026
	It can be a contemporary office seeker’s response to a reporter. Or a remembered comment from a persecuted Christian missionary. Or your pastor’s statement in his homily last weekend. Or even a remark made by your 6 year old granddaughter. You will note it. You may even remember it, at least for a while. But the odds are that you won’t retain it for long. It’s the way it is with us poor humans. Most of the time.
	But today we meet a glorious exception to the rule. Isaiah the prophet “nails it,” as we so often say. I refer to God’s holy Word and how powerful it is. Here is the prophet’s timeless assessment from today’s First Reading: “ For as the rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth…so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I intend, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”
	This on God’s part, is not a wishful hope or a mere possibility. It is a bold proclamation made in confidence. As such, it should give us confidence when we truly hear it. So many other “words” across history have gotten lost or contradicted by actual events. But not God’s word.
	The parable of the Sower teaches us how indifferent responses to the word of the kingdom prove to be unfruitful. Distractions come first of all from the world; and then from the flesh; and finally, from the devil.
	On the other hand, fruit brought forth from the responsive heart is everywhere and abundant. “Fruit” is a word common in bible usage to represent the good works and faithfulness that flow from God’s grace. And that can be measured as a hundredfold, or sixty, or thirty. The measurement is God’s task. The producer of the response is either you or me or both.
	The story has been told of a new commander who was sent to an army fort on the American frontier. He soon was involved in a conference with an important Indian chief. Working through a translator, he nervously asked the chief a number of questions and was surprised to get no reply. After the meeting, he asked the translator why he had gotten no response. The translator replied, “That’s what we call Indian time.” “He has enough respect for your questions to go away and think about them before answering them.”
	Maybe we all need to practice more “Indian time.”


	143-bulletin-7-19-26.pdf
	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	JULY 19, 2026
	THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Caring for Friends                    Annual Dinner at                    Peppers by Amadeus
	Wednesday, August 12, 2026
	Please save the date for our annual Caring for Friends dinner at Peppers by Amadeus on Wednesday,  August 12, 2026.
	Join us for an enjoyable evening as we celebrate this wonderful ministry, learn more about its impact, and spend time with fellow parishioners who have been part of Sacred Heart's Caring for Friends for the    past 10 years.
	Peppers by Amadeus has generously supported Caring for Friends by donating soup each month. We are grateful for their ongoing generosity and look forward to showing our appreciation by gathering for our annual dinner at this local favorite.
	Dinner includes choice of three Entrees, Salad, Bread, Side Vegetable, Non-Alcoholic Beverages (with refills). CASH BAR
	Entree Choices:
	Chicken Cacciatore,  Crab Cakes,  Stuffed Pork Tenderloin
	Cost of Dinner: $48.00 p.p. inclusive of taxes and gratuities.

	Kindly text or call Lisa Pagnotti no later than     WEDNESDAY, AUG. 5  610-639-7704 or email at suburbantravel@yahoo.com.
	Louis Stephen Davenport              Baptized on Sunday,          July 12, 2026
	Congratulations to Louis’s Parents:
	James & Mary Katherine
	May your Child’s Baptism be just the start of a life  filled with blessings!


	Campaign Update
	We are deeply grateful to our parishioners who have and continue to respond so generously to our "The Lord's Lovely Dwelling Place" campaign to help fund the church painting project.
	Through your goodness, to date we have received $188,696.68 of the $268,460.00 pledged.  To those who made a pledge: thank you, and please remember to keep regular with your payment schedule so that we can fulfill our financial commitments.
	May God bless your generosity.


	Cereal Sunday        Success
	One hundred and thirty- seven (137) boxes of breakfast cereal was collected the weekend of July 4 & 5 and donated to Martha’s Choice Market which is the largest food pantry operated in Montgomery County by Catholic Charities. We thank everyone who participated in our cereal collection.
	We collected $434.00 in the Poor Box during the month of June. The funds have been sent to St. Mary Franciscan Center in Phoenixville who describe their mission in the following fashion: “Guided by the Gospel and the spirits of Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi, we provide temporary shelter for homeless families. We create a community environment that fosters the dignity of each person, and we perpetually seek innovative ways to help families move toward independence.” Thank you for your assistance to the less fortunate in our midst.

	Saturday, July 18
	4:00pm  Aimee Fromm                   Birthday Remembrance                    Requested by Her Dad

	Sunday, July 19
	8:00am Sandra Wilkinson               Requested by Joe & Kathy Gasko 10:15am Kristin Leszczynski                Anniversary Remembrance                  Requested by Grandparents, Stan &                   Marge Leszczynski

	Monday, July 20
	8:00am  Mark Scott, Jr.                    Requested by Lou Puco

	Tuesday, July 21
	8:00am  Colleen Griffies                    Requested by Jo-Ann Lawler

	Wednesday, July 22
	8:00am  Rita & Joe Russo                    Requested by Lou Puco

	Thursday, July 23
	8:00am  For the Intentions of Al Cowling                   Requested by Friends of Al

	Friday, July 24
	8:00am  50th Wedding Anniversary                Blessings for Vincent & Janet Mallon
	Saturday, July 25
	4:00pm  Jerry Brady                   Requested by Kathy Brady & Sons

	Sunday, July 26
	8:00am  Henry ‘Hank’ Pearson                   Requested by MaryCatherine Murphy
	10:15am Scott Wittmer                         Requested by Jackie & Mel Muscarella, Jr.
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	The
	following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

	Saturday evening, July 25: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Pat Moletzsky
	Lector:
	Robert Stefanik
	Sunday morning, July 26: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Eileen Bralski
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Valencia Zaremba
	Danielle Carbone
	Weekly Report July 11 - 12, 2026 $8,096.25
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
	July 22


	Throughout the year, the Pontifical Mission Societies support the proclamation of the Gospel, the building of the Church, and the work and witness of mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and lay pastoral leaders. These missionaries provide food, education, and medical care to the most vulnerable communities in the Pope’s missions. Through their work, they reveal the compassionate heart of Jesus. Help support their efforts ~ and be right there with them, offering hope.
	Upcoming August Monthly Special Collection In your generosity, please remember The Weekend of
	August 1 - 2, 2026
	Mission Co-op Appeal
	Thank you for your generosity!
	Christmas in July Karaoke
	Saturday July 25, 2026
	7PM to 11PM
	*No Cover - Wear Your Christmas Shirts*
	Firehouse Address:  310 Jefferson St.  Bridgeport, PA 19405
	See Our Facebook page for details!

	The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	July 19, 2026
	For being such a highly qualified carpenter, Jesus displays a lot of farming know how as well. I state that as today we hear a series of His parables based on truths about working the land. By the Holy Spirit’s mute record of those thirty-three years of the so-called “hidden life,” we are left with lots of room for conjecture about them. Did He tend a little garden behind His home in Nazareth? Did His Mother add in some vegetable plants for practicality? Or did He have a r elative who had a farm? Or did the town itself sponsor a common garden for everyone’s use? At any rate, Jesus taught the basics using the device of “parables.” Remember that He lived long before the invention of photography, much less video.
	These stories of Jesus are and remain unique. No superfluous words. No detours from the main point. Colorful and appealing even 2,000 years later. True masterpieces from the One they called “The Master.”
	St. Matthew provides several examples. For the sake of brevity, allow me to focus on that first one about the weeds and the wheat. His original audience would recognize the evil involved when some twisted soul would mix in weeds with a newly planted wheat field. Not only was it an unjust act, but it also was a selfish one, destined to harm the basic food of everyone who depended on a successful harvest.
	Tares were one of the curses against which a farmer had to labor. They were called “darnel.” In their early stages the tares so closely resembled the wheat that it was impossible to distinguish the one from the other. When both had produced seed heads it was easy to distinguish them; but by that time their roots were so intertwined that the tares could not be weeded out without tearing the wheat out with them. The tares and the wheat are so much alike that the Jews called the tares “bastard wheat.”
	One of several lessons for us here. There is always a hostile force in our world, ever ready to destroy any good seed, or better “any good deed” we do. We have to be on our guard all the time so that we won’t be caught unaware. One thing that’s ever ready to do harm is hypocrisy. We can see it in others easily enough but not in ourselves.
	Once upon a time, a father complained about the amount of time his family spent in front of the television. His children watched cartoons and neglected schoolwork. His wife preferred soap operas to housework. His solution: “As soon as the baseball season’s over, I’m going to pull the plug.”
	God love you and be open to the whole truth.
	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	JULY 26, 2026
	THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Throughout the year, the Pontifical Mission Societies support the proclamation of the Gospel, the building of the Church, and the work and witness of mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and lay pastoral leaders. These missionaries provide food, education, and medical care to the most vulnerable communities in the Pope’s missions. Through their work, they reveal the compassionate heart of Jesus. Help support their efforts ~ and be right there with them, offering hope.
	Upcoming August Monthly Special Collection In your generosity, please remember The Weekend of
	August 1 - 2, 2026
	Mission Co-op Appeal
	Thank you for your generosity!
	Caring for Friends Annual Dinner at Peppers by Amadeus  Wednesday, August 12, 2026
	Please save the date for our annual Caring for Friends dinner at Peppers by Amadeus on Wednesday,  August 12.
	Join us for an enjoyable evening as we celebrate this wonderful ministry, learn more about its impact, and spend time with fellow parishioners who have been part of Sacred Heart's Caring for Friends for the past 10 years.
	Peppers by Amadeus has generously supported Caring for Friends by donating soup each month. We are grateful for their ongoing generosity and look forward to showing our appreciation by gathering for our annual dinner at this local favorite.
	Dinner includes choice of three Entrees, Salad, Bread, Side Vegetable, Non-Alcoholic Beverages (with refills).    CASH BAR    ~    Entree Choices:  Chicken Cacciatore, Crab Cakes, Stuffed Pork Tenderloin   ~
	Cost of Dinner: $48.00 p.p. inclusive of taxes and gratuities.
	Kindly text or call Lisa Pagnotti no later than WEDNESDAY, AUG. 5 at 610-639-7704 or email suburbantravel@yahoo.com.


	Help Us Stock Our New Parish Sunday Mass Nursery!
	We are excited to be preparing a new Sunday Mass nursery for the youngest members of our parish family!  If you have new or gently used items that are clean and in excellent condition, we would be grateful for your donation. We are looking for items such as:
	Toddler puzzles
	Age-appropriate toys for infants and toddlers
	Board books
	Pack and Play (meeting current safety standards)
	Toddler-sized table and chairs
	Soft building blocks
	Large stacking toys
	Shape sorters
	Push-and-pull toys
	Toy storage bins

	If you have items you’d like to share, we would love to hear from you! Please contact the rectory or email lmoser@shswedesburg.org before bringing anything in  so we can coordinate and make sure the items will be a good fit for our needs. If you feel called to support this effort with a monetary gift, kindly mark your check "Nursery Donation."
	Thank you for helping us create a safe, welcoming, and joyful space where our youngest parishioners can feel at home while their families participate at Sunday Mass. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
	If you have faith to move mountains; but do not have love, you are nothing.
	Love is a person. Love is Jesus Christ. St. Faustina said, “I do all things with Jesus, through Jesus, in Jesus.” Love is to be consumed by Jesus, so that our every motive, in every moment with and through the Heart of Jesus, is for the glory God and the salvation of souls. Be fertile soil. Don’t just hap hazardously go to Communion. Prepare your heart for Jesus. Trust as you have never trusted before. Surrender total control to Jesus in every moment. Forget yourself. Put on Christ in every thought, word, and deed. Do everything with Jesus, through Jesus, and in Jesus. Become one with Christ. Become love.  Become a saint.

	Saturday, July 25
	4:00pm  Jerry Brady                   Requested by Kathy Brady & Sons

	Sunday, July 26
	8:00am Henry ‘Hank’ Pearson               Requested by MaryCatherine Murphy 10:15am Scott Wittmer           Requested by Jackie & Mel Muscarella, Jr.

	Monday, July 27
	8:00am  Pat Gutkowski                Requested by Stan & Marge Leszczynski

	Tuesday, July 28
	8:00am  Mary Ann Collison                    Requested by Kathy Smith

	Wednesday, July 29
	8:00am  Mark Scott, Jr.               Requested by Danny & Debbie Dunleavy

	Thursday, July 30
	8:00am  Alice Scott                   Requested by Lou Puco

	Friday, July 31
	8:00am  John Nelson, Sr.                   11th Anniversary Remembrance                    Requested by Wife, Roberta, Children,                   & Grandchildren

	Saturday, August 1
	4:00pm  Michael T. DiCamillo                   Requested by Sal & Charlotte DiNenna

	Sunday, August 2
	8:00am  Edward Keszczyk                   Birthday Remembrance                   Requested by Wife, Lorraine & Family
	10:15am For the Intentions of Rachel Kalivas                            Requested by Mom & Dad
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	The
	following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

	Saturday evening, August 1: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Andy Moletzsky
	Lector:
	Walt Fromm, Jr.
	Sunday morning, August 2: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Marjorie Pruskowski
	Lector:
	Eileen Bralski
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Valencia Zaremba
	John Keidel
	Weekly Report July 18 - 19, 2026 $7,609.00
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
	July 31

	Thinking About Becoming Catholic?
	• Explore: Discover the history, beauty, and teaching of the Catholic faith.  • Journey: Find out how to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.  • Connect: Get answers to your questions in a welcoming environment.
	Whether you were baptized in another faith, never baptized or just want to learn more, you are welcome here.
	Contact Us Today Reach out directly to Fr. DiMaria to start the conversation: • Phone: 610-275-1750 • Email: frdimaria@shswedesburg.org

	As you enjoy summer travels and weekends away, we wish you a restful and safe season! Please remember that parish ministries and expenses continue all summer long. Your steady financial support is vital to keeping our community running while attendance dips. If you are away, please support us through: • Electronic Giving: Set up automatic gifts on our website. • Mail-In Donations: Send envelopes to the parish office.
	Thank you for your                   faithful generosity. Have a blessed summer!
	The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	July 26, 2026
	Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
	If you say that someone is a wise guy, you dislike the fact that they think they are very clever and always have an answer for everything. Or that they are cocksure, conceited, and often insolent. Nothing to be proud of as a reputation. Surely not the type of person the Lord urges us to be when He urges us to be wise.
	In the context of His speaking of the kingdom of God, He means for us to be the opposite of arrogant but rather to be both docile and desirous of one thing in life: to be part of God’s kingdom. That’s our one real “job” in this life. Wise people know it and live for it. The question the gospel asks is “Are you one of the wise?”
	Asking that of ourselves on a Sunday morning after Mass and we are practically bound to answer “For sure.” But it’s not the same ready answer a few days or nights later in the week. Or perhaps when we are faced with a personal or family health challenge. Or financial stress. Or parental difficulty with one’s teenager. The list seems to change and lengthen as time moves along.
	Yet there comes a point in life, acknowledged in the Bible and in our unwritten biographies where we attain a real but elusive “senior wisdom.” We’ve “been there and done that” to the point where we can offer sage advice to the young among us who have the sense to ask us. Of course, in this case the young have to take the initiative. Unsolicited advice is never accepted no matter how wise.
	Our Lord Jesus only asks that we get our priorities straight, no matter our age. Yet, it is essential that we have signs and markers along the way. Otherwise, we fall victim to a defective human only wisdom that entices us away from the genuine straight and narrow path. We can get lost. The Bible, Church teaching, and the example of some good older people are those markers,
	Once upon a time the young new president of a bank made an appointment with his predecessor to seek some advice. “Sir,” he began, “ I wonder if you would kindly share with me some of the insights you have gained from your years here that have been the keys to your success.”
	The older man looked at him with a stare and replied: “Young man, two words: good decisions.” The young man responded. “Thank you very much, sir, but how does one come to know which is the good decision?” “One word young man: experience.” “Buy how does one get experience?” “Two words, young man: bad decisions.”
	God love you and guide your decisions this week.
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	AUGUST 2, 2026
	THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Caring for Friends Annual Dinner at Peppers by Amadeus  Wednesday, August 12, 2026
	Join us for our annual Caring for Friends dinner at Peppers by Amadeus on Wednesday,     August 12 at 6:00pm.
	Come out for an enjoyable evening as we celebrate this wonderful ministry, learn more about its impact, and spend time with fellow parishioners who have been part of Sacred Heart's Caring for Friends for the past 10 years.
	Peppers by Amadeus has generously supported Caring for Friends by donating soup each month. We are grateful for their ongoing generosity and look forward to showing our appreciation by gathering for our annual dinner at this local favorite.
	Dinner includes choice of three Entrees, Salad, Bread, Side Vegetable, Non-Alcoholic Beverages (with refills).    CASH BAR        Entree Choices:  Chicken Cacciatore,           Crab Cakes, Stuffed Pork Tenderloin
	Cost of Dinner: $48.00 p.p. inclusive of taxes and gratuities.
	Kindly text or call Lisa Pagnotti no later than WEDNESDAY, AUG. 5 at 610-639-7704 or email suburbantravel@yahoo.com.

	Jude Kolbe Wittmer                   Baptized last weekend
	Congratulations to Jude’s Parents:
	James & Amy
	May your Child’s Baptism be just the start of a life   filled with blessings!

	PRAY about everything WORRY about nothing
	Philippians 4:6
	Help Us Stock Our New Parish Sunday Mass Nursery!
	We are excited to be preparing a new Sunday Mass nursery for the youngest members of our parish family!  If you have new or gently used items that are clean and in excellent condition, we would be grateful for your donation. We are looking for items such as:
	Toddler puzzles
	Age-appropriate toys for infants and toddlers
	Board books
	Pack and Play (meeting current safety standards)
	Toddler-sized table and chairs
	Soft building blocks
	Large stacking toys
	Shape sorters
	Push-and-pull toys
	Toy storage bins

	If you have items you’d like to share, we would love to hear from you! Please contact the rectory or email lmoser@shswedesburg.org before bringing anything in  so we can coordinate and make sure the items will be a good fit for our needs. If you feel called to support this effort with a monetary gift, kindly mark your check "Nursery Donation."
	Thank you for helping us create a safe, welcoming, and joyful space where our youngest parishioners can feel at home while their families participate at Sunday Mass. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
	Honoring God with Your Estate Plans
	"The Earth is the Lord’s and all it holds, the world and those who live in it." — Psalm 24:1
	Everything we own is a gift from God. More than a mere legal document, a well-prepared will is a statement of faith, hope, and love. Through this final act of material kindness, you can continue to bless your family, support charities, and help those in need. Sacred Heart Parish considers it a privilege to be remembered in your legacy. Thank you for your enduring sacrifices and generosity.
	To include the parish in your estate plans, our official legal name is:  Sacred Heart Parish, Bridgeport, PA



	SCAM ALERT!
	Please know that Father DiMaria and the Sacred Heart staff will never email or text requests for money, gift cards, or help in any way. If you receive one, please DO NOT respond to these requests!

	Saturday, August 1
	4:00pm  Michael T. DiCamillo                    Requested by Sal & Charlotte DiNenna

	Sunday, August 2
	8:00am Edward Keszczyk                  Birthday Remembrance                   Requested by Wife, Lorraine & Family 10:15am For the Intentions of Rachel Kalivas                  Requested by Mom & Dad

	Monday, August 3
	8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of the                   Dunleavy Family                Requested by Danny & Debbie Dunleavy

	Tuesday, August 4
	8:00am  Richard Stiles, Sr.                    Requested by Cathy Middleton

	Wednesday, August 5
	8:00am  Pat Gutkowski                    Requested by Dante & Jen Saldutti

	Thursday, August 6
	8:00am  Andrew Whitco                   Requested by Suzanne Antonello

	Friday, August 7
	8:00am  Louise Santini                    Requested by Lou Puco

	Saturday, August 8
	4:00pm  Alfreda & James Campbell                    Requested by Son, Tim

	Sunday, August 9
	8:00am  Martha Smoczylo                  Requested by Len & Sharon Brzoska
	10:15am Marie Natali                            Requested by Barbara D’Amore
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	The
	following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

	Saturday evening, August 8: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Barbara JanFrancisco
	Lector:
	Walt Fromm, Jr.
	Sunday morning, August 9: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Larry Kilian
	Lector:
	Tony Viggiano
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Pat Moletzsky
	Daniel Fahy, Jr.
	Weekly Report July 25 - 26, 2026 $7,427.05
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
	Feast Day Aug 4



	Your paragraph text
	18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  ~  August 2, 2026 Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
	August could be called “ the month for daydreamers.” I say that guardedly because not all of us are on vacation. But a lot of people are. Those lucky souls have the chance to stare up into the sky from wherever they go to relax and daydream as they note the shape of the clouds. Or they could lie back on the beach sand or their backyard hammock and think deep thoughts along with their dreams. May I suggest one such thought that would not arise immediately, but it is encompassed by the famous story we read in the gospel for today? It is “the priesthood of the laity.”
	Obviously, there is what the Church calls “the ministerial priesthood.” This is the one instituted by Christ at the Last Supper table when He told his baffled Apostles to “Do this in memory of Me.” That’s the priesthood of the ordained gentlemen who graduated from a seminary.
	But we can turn to St. Paul’s writings to tell us what the Church has steadfastly taught, and still does, about another priesthood more common and fundamental namely the “priesthood of the faithful.” Paul writes: “Through Baptism all the members of the Church share in the priesthood of Christ.”
	Now this doesn’t mean that you should start shopping for Mass vestments. Or look for the nearest seminary. Rather, does this teaching give a formal name to what you have hopefully been living your whole life. That is, living as Christ would if He were in your place. It also encourages you “to share their ordained priests’ anxieties and help them as far as possible by prayer and active work so that they may be better able to overcome difficulties and carry out their duties with greater success.”  (Vatican II, no.9)
	So, you and I are in a certain partnership with Christ to continue His work here below. In that way, we are assured of a spot in the “place above.” Just by your example of being here at Mass to worship God on an August Sunday when so many “so-called Catholics” who should be here are not. This priesthood we share makes us both like the boy in this closing story who is flying his kite. The boy’s kite was so high that it had disappeared into the clouds. A man came by and asked, “Why are you holding on to that string?” The boy said, “I’ve got a kite up there.” The man looked up and said, “I don’t see it.” The boy replied, “Well, I know it’s there because I can feel the tug.”
	That’s like the tug we all feel from time to time in our hearts, which lets us know that God is for real and He cares for you. That’s a fact, and not a summer daydream.
	God love you and let you feel His tug this week.
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	AUGUST 9, 2026
	THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	“Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure.”                             ~St. John Paul II
	Nellie Anne Reardon Baptized on Sunday, August 2, 2026
	Congratulations to Nellie’s Parents:
	Brian & Mary
	May your Child’s Baptism be just the          start of a life filled with blessings!

	Our Book Club will begin meeting again in September. The September meeting will be held on September 15th at 1:30 in the Rectory Meeting Room. The book we are reading for this meeting is Before We Were Yours  by Lisa Wingate.  Pick up a copy today!  New members are welcome to join at any time.

	Your paragraphxt
	Saturday, August 8
	4:00pm  Alfreda & James Campbell                    Requested by Son, Tim

	Sunday, August 9
	8:00am Martha Smoczylo                   Requested by Len & Sharon Brzoska 10:15am Marie Natali                    Requested by Barbara D’Amore

	Monday, August 10
	8:00am  John ‘Blackie’ Maslayak                    Requested by Lou Puco

	Tuesday, August 11
	8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of the                   Rokita Family               Requested by Danny & Debbie Dunleavy

	Wednesday, August 12
	8:00am  Nancy & John Tirone                    Requested by Lou Puco

	Thursday, August 13
	8:00am  Jamie Strizziere                    Requested by John & Connie Capaldo

	Friday, August 14
	8:00am  Ernesto DiGenova                   Anniversary Remembrance                    Requested by Wife, Placida

	Saturday, August 15
	4:00pm  Antoinette DiMaria
	Sunday, August 16
	8:00am  For the Intentions of                    Louis Prinzivalli                   Requested by His Family  10:15am For the Intentions of                    Raymond Kalivas                   Requested by Mom & Dad
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	The
	following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

	Saturday evening, August 15: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father Giuffre
	Lector:
	Helen Keller Surman
	Sunday morning, August 16: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Larry Kilian
	Lector:
	Eileen Bralski
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Lector:
	Father Giuffre
	Chris Kilian
	Weekly Report August 1 - 2, 2026 $6,785.45
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!
	Feast Day  ~  Aug 14



	ETERNAL REST,  GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD! In your kindness, please pray for the happy repose of the soul of
	Francis A. Rodenbaugh III Son of Butch & Barbara Rodenbaugh

	Who was called from this life on July 31, 2026
	“May His soul and all the souls of the faithful departed Rest in peace.”
	What a joy it must have been for the Apostles to find Jesus alive, their Jesus of Nazareth, after the tragedy of the Cross! It is equally wonderful to find Jesus living in the Tabernacle where He eagerly awaits us!                                       ~Francis Fernandez
	Dear Parishioners, we will be installing a VINYL FENCE around the rear & left sides of our PARISH PARKING LOT.
	Your paragraph text

	19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  ~  August 9, 2026 Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
	If time travel were possible, I would enjoy a relaxed conversation with St. Peter about his past fears, especially his fear of drowning. My own fear of the same happened many years ago when I was a boy on a lakeside summer vacation with my family. I was wading carefree in the cool water when suddenly the soft ground beneath me disappeared, and I started to sink. My arms flailing about happily caught the lifeguard’s attention, and I soon felt the power of his strong arms around me as he carried me to shore. My fear of deep water born that day has been with me ever since. This despite several failed efforts to learn how to swim.
	In our gospel scene today, we see wonderfully impetuous St. Peter leap from the storm-tossed boat when he heard his Lord invite him to join him by simply saying “Come!” But it wasn’t an easy ocean walk. The big fisherman felt small as he started to sink. His one prayer became: “Lord, save me!” Afterward, Jesus had to ask our first pope: “Why did you begin to have doubts, O man of little faith?”
	Jesus had always insisted that people should look at a situation in its entirety before they acted (Matthew 16:24-25). He was always completely honest with people, as He still is with us. He urged any who would follow Him to see the difficulties of doing so before they joined Him on “the Way.” A thread runs through Christian history of people’s failure to count the cost of a decision and not act on impulse or emotion. Dare I cite Judas as an example?
	So, it is well to have our own emotions in check when we are considering doing something “for Jesus’ sake.” Prudence is a virtue. It is not so much a harness on our generosity as it is a cautionary blinking yellow light on our internal switchboard. The rent money, after all, has a built-in purpose.
	Like all of us, St. Peter and the chosen Eleven had to learn the truths of the Lord the hard way. Experience is a hard teacher because first you get the test and then the lesson. So, it is wise to pay attention to life lessons from Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
	At the Milan Cathedral in Italy there are three inscriptions over the respective doorways. Over the right-hand door there is this motto: “All that pleases is but for a moment.” Over the left-hand door the words are: “All that troubles is but for a moment.” But over the central door there is a simple sentence: “Nothing is important save that which is eternal.”
	God love you and give you prudence.
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	Sacred Heart Parish  120 Jefferson Street~Swedesburg, Pennsylvania 19405
	(610)275-1750
	Brett Cuddy Choir Director
	Holy Mass:  Saturday: Anticipated Mass4:00pm Sunday: 8:00am &10:15am
	Monday through Friday at 8:00am

	Sacrament of Penance:
	Sunday:
	9:30to9:50am
	Wednesdays:  7:30 to 7:50am & 6:30 to 7:00pm
	Saturday:
	3:00 to 3:45pm

	AUGUST 16, 2026
	THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	Generosity Fills Our New Nursery!
	We extend our deepest gratitude to all our parishioners who donated toys and other items for our new parish nursery. Thanks to your incredible generosity, the room is now completely stocked and will soon be ready for our youngest members.
	We also offer a special thank you to Holy Family Parish in Manayunk. Following the closure of their own daycare school, they graciously gifted us many children's chairs, tables, floor pads, and other essential supplies. We are profoundly grateful for their neighboring support and kindness.
	The nursery is scheduled to open in late October and will be available during the 10:15 AM Sunday Mass. Please watch the bulletin and flock notes in the coming weeks for more information. It is Father DiMaria's hope that our parents will use this service so as to afford themselves the opportunity to more attentively assist at Mass.

	ETERNAL REST,  GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD! In your kindness, please pray for the happy repose of the soul of
	John F. Bazela
	Who was called from this life on August 7, 2026 at the age of 100 years old. “May His soul and all the souls of the faithful departed Rest in peace.”
	Our Book Club will begin meeting again in September. The September meeting will be held on September 15th at 1:30 in the Rectory Meeting Room. The book we are reading for this meeting is Before We Were Yours  by Lisa Wingate.  Pick up a copy today!  New members are welcome to join at any time.
	Life’s reward is to know that we are manifesting God’s will “on earth as it is in heaven”, not that we are experiencing unbridled happiness all the time.                                                    ~Chris Benguhe
	Your paragraphxt
	Your paragraph text




	RESPECT LIFE CORNER
	14th Annual National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children
	Sat., September 12, 10:00 - 11:00AM ST. AUGUSTINE CEMETERY  175 W. DeKalb Pike King of Prussia Pro-life Americans throughout the country will gather at the gravesites of aborted babies and other memorial sites dedicated in their honor.
	Solemn vigils will be held at these sites to commemorate the more than 65 million children who have lost their lives to legal abortion since 1973, and to remind our society of the humanity of the unborn child.  Please join us for the memorial service in our community.  Together, let us remember the victims of abortion and pray for an end to this injustice in our land.  More info:  Contact Joe McGuire at jmcg6518@gmail.com

	Saturday, August 15
	4:00pm  Antoinette DiMaria
	Sunday, August 16
	8:00am For the Intentions of                   Louis Prinzivalli                   Requested by His Family 10:15am For the Intentions of                    Raymond Kalivas                   Requested by Mom & Dad

	Monday, August 17
	8:00am  Betty Bradley                   Birthday Remembrance                    Requested by David & Brenda Turner

	Tuesday, August 18
	8:00am  Robert Murphy                   5th Anniversary Remembrance                    Requested by Wife, Pat

	Wednesday, August 19
	8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of the                       Kowal Family               Requested by Danny & Debbie Dunleavy

	Thursday, August 20
	8:00am  Lorraine Strizziere                    Requested by Jim DiRado & Family

	Friday, August 21
	8:00am  Pat Gutkowski                    Requested by Barbara Pupek & Family

	Saturday, August 22
	4:00pm  James Strizziere                     Requested by Gary & Karen DeNardo

	Sunday, August 23
	8:00am   Barry Kelly                     Requested by Brigida Shertzer 10:15am Virgilio D’Amore                    Requested by Wife, Barbara
	Let Us Serve The Lord With Gladness!
	The
	following Ministers are scheduled for our Parish Masses.

	Saturday evening, August 22: 4:00pm  Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Pat Moletzsky
	Lector:
	Michelle Efthimiadou
	Sunday morning, August 23: 8:00am  Celebrant:
	Father Lyons
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Joan Koeck
	Lector:
	Eileen Bralski
	10:15am Celebrant:
	Father DiMaria
	Lector:
	Extraordinary Minister:
	Valencia Zaremba
	Danielle Carbone
	Weekly Report August 8 - 9, 2026 $6,555.00
	Thank you for the support of Our Parish!

	MDP CYO Fall Sports Registration  Enrollment for the MDP Panthers' upcoming fall sports (grades K-8) season is now open! Families are invited to review sport options and register online through TeamSnap: register.teamsnap.com/form/zI7ciHwldRYT3xIc1sHP8 Hurry, spots fill quickly, and we are making teams! Questions? Contact mdpathleticdirector@gmail.com
	Dear Parishioners, we will be installing a VINYL FENCE
	around the rear & left sides of our PARISH PARKING LOT.
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	Your paragraph text

	20th Sunday in Ordinary Time    August 16, 2026 Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
	The type of person I want to focus on is one you already know. He or she may have gone to elementary school with you. Or was your college roommate? It may be a professional colleague or a fellow parishioner. Or an admired sports hero or a well-known religious leader. Or an honored figure in the world of music or other entertainment. Or one who lives in a foreign country. Or who lives next door. I refer to a person whom you believe to be ever humble.
	Consistent with our assessment, this person never seeks the spotlight. They know themselves. Their true colors show especially when they take a courageous public stance. Consider, if you will, the unnamed Canaanite woman who has wound up in today’s excerpt from St. Matthew’s gospel.
	She has a daughter with a serious health problem. As a pagan she has undoubtedly heard the stories of the traveling young Hebrew rabbi named Jesus, and the marvelous curing miracles He has worked. She may have thought to herself: “He might turn me away since I’m a Gentile. But I must try something to help my child.” So, she cries out when Jesus drew near her “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!” Giving Jesus those twin titles is itself a tribute to Him.
	Jesus’ first reaction is silence. The Apostles’ first reaction is to chase a pest. Then Jesus speaks and tells the woman that His mission is “limited to Israel. I cannot throw food meant for children to dogs.” Then in a response replete with humility she tells Him “Even dogs eat the scraps fallen from the table” Jesus admires her pluck, her very faith in Him and above all her humility. He heals the woman’s daughter immediately.
	We learn two truths from this episode. First, the unlimited scope of Christ’s earthly mission. It is not for one group, but for all who will listen and accept the truth about God’s kingdom. Secondly, we learn the power of humble faith. A common practice for lots of people is to take “the path of least resistance.” Rivers do that. They always travel around a mountain because it is easier than going through one.
	Frequently we are like that river. It is easier to sit scrolling through our smartphone getting angry rather than putting the phone down to care for a neighbor’s needs. It is easier to get angry at one’s mate and let that anger diminish with time rather than to sit down and work out the problem. But there is one difference between ourselves and that river. It will never have to render an account of what it has done. But we will. Obviously, the better choice in life is to be humble and take the path of persistence. Just ask a certain Canaanite woman.
	God love you and give you His peace.
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