


























all hold in common. And all are equal.

The Catholic Church is not tied down to any one
mentality. Catholics can express their devotion silent-
ly or by dancing in the aisles; choose bishops by ap-
pointment or by majority vote; require priests to be
married or celibate; give women public roles in liturgy
or reserve these to men. All these choices are cultural,
not religious. To be catholic is to refuse to identify re-
ligion with a single culture.

At the same time, since religion has to be expressed
and all human expression is determined by human
culture, being Catholic also means accepting ones
own rite and following its rules until they change. One
can change rites, just as one can change countries, but
everyone has to belong to some culture and accept its
rules or just leave the human race. The same is true of
any religion incarnated as Church.

REFLECTING ON THiS WEEK'S GOSPELS

Twentieth Week of the Year

Pray daily: Lord, you came to draw everything
in heaven and on earth into unity under your
headship. Open my mind and my heart to accept
diversity in the Church so that you can use me to
bring about the unity you desire. Amen.

Monday: Matthew 19:16-22. Jesus said to him, “If you
wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me” Do you identify reli-
gion with observing commandments and customs or
with following the words and example of Jesus?

Tuesday: Matthew 19:23-30. Peter said to Jesus, “Look,
we have left everything and followed youw What then
will we have?” What have you renounced to follow Je-
sus? [s giving up sin enough to make you a follower of
Jesus?

Wednesday: Matthew 20:1-16. “So, the last will be
first, and the first will be last” What practical effect do
these words have on your life? How do you respond to
them in action?

Thursday: Matthew 22:1-14. “But when the king came
in to see the guests, he| noticed a man there who was
not wearing a wedding robe...”" If you accept the invi-
tation to the wedding feast and show up, but do not
have deep respect and appreciation for what is going
on, where does this leave you?

Friday: Matthew 22:34-40. A scholar of the law test-
ed Jesus by asking, “Teacher, which commandment in
the law is the greatest?” What commandment looms
largest in your own consciousness?

Saturday: Matthew 23:1-12. “The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; therefore, do whatever
they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they
do” In what ways do you go beyond “cultural Catholi-
cism"? Beyond the example of the clergy, the hierarchy
and your peer group?

LIVING TUiS WEEK'S GOSPELS

As Christian: Identify the title of Jesus which says the
most to yow Savior, Teacher, Friend, Model, Leader,
Priest, Victim, Lord or any other.

As Disciple: Write down five things that are rule or
policy for Catholics in the Latin rite but which do not
have to be this way in the whole Catholic Church.
Can you name five things that other Catholic rites do
which differ from Latin rite practice?

As Prophet: Choose a concrete, visible way to express
the relationship you have with Jesus, using the title
you identified under “Christian™ above.

As Priest: In some specific way this week share the
“children’s food” with someone who does not have
what is available to Catholics: the saints, the Mass,
a Catholic conference or retreat, the writings of the
mystics, a good pastoral letter from a bishop or the
pope, or this book!

As King: To break down the parochial narrowness
that makes us tend to identify the Catholic Church
with our own rite, go with a friend to experience the
Mass in the church of some other Catholic rite.
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