
Our Lady of Charity

Our Lady of Charity Church
231 Upland Road
Brookhaven, PA 19015
Phone: 610-872-6192
E-mail: secretary@olcbrookhaven.org
Website: www.olcbrookhaven.org

Father Goerner is happy to visit anyone
who wishes to receive the  anointing of
the sick or Holy Communion. For more
information, please call the parish office.

School-aged children of OLC may attend
either Notre Dame de Lourdes Catholic
School in Swarthmore or Holy Family
Regional Catholic School in Aston. Our Parish
does subsidize Catholic education for
parishioners of OLC who are active and
contributing members of the Parish, in
accord with Parish Policy. For more
information, please contact Father Goerner.

Fr.Goerner@olcbrookhaven.org

finance@olcbrookhaven.org

dre@olcbrookhaven.org

THE 19 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMETH

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY
9:00AM - 12:00PM

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on
the third Sunday of each month at 10:00am.
Please call the parish office to register.
Letters of Eligibility for Catholic Godparents
are due prior to scheduling a Baptism.

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil | 4:00pm
Sunday | 9:00am

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 8:00am

Saturday| 3:00pm - 3:45pm
or by appointment

WEEKEND MASS

WEEKDAY MASS

CONTACT US!

CONFESSION

B r o o k h a v e n , P A

AS ANNOUNCED IN THE BULLETIN
HOLY DAYS

Couples planning to be married should
contact the Rectory at least 6 months in
advance of the intended wedding date.
Attendance at a Marriage Preparation
program is required in accord with
Archdiocesan Policy.

Children who attend public school are
requested to register in our PREP Program
beginning in first grade to seventh grade.

There is a minimal tuition requested to
defray costs of the materials. No one is
denied access to PREP because of an
inability to pay.  For more information,
please contact Mrs. Eileen Wilson, DRE.

PARISH STAFF

Reverend James E. Goerner
ADMINISTRATOR

Reverend James A. Lyons
PASTOR EMERITUS

PARISH SECRETARY

Jennifer Knott
BUSINESS MANAGER

Lynn McMonagle

DIR. OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Pete McLaughlin
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Eileen Wilson

BAPTISM PREP / RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

SACRAMENTS OF THE SICK AND HOLY
COMMUNION VISITS

MARRIAGE

PARISH PAROCHIAL SCHOOL POLICY

LETTERS OF ELIGIBILITY
If you need a Letter of Eligibility to be a
sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation, you
must be a registered member of the
Parish for at least six months and a
practicing Catholic. For more information,
please contact the Parish Office.

OFFICE HOURS

secretary@olcbrookhaven.org

music@olcbrookhaven.org
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As a Catholic Parish Community, we pray for our relatives and
friends who are sick, and those who have asked for our

prayers, especially the following:
Observances for the Week

Catholics who move to a new place of
residence often wish to have their
dwelling blessed, to call the favor and
help of God upon all those who live in
the house and all those who will enter
it.

MASS INTENTIONS

8:00am † Florence “Irene” Friel

4:00pm † Phyllis DellaPolla
Saturday, August 8, 2026

8:00am † Pro Populo

Sunday, August 9, 2026

8:00am † Arthur Noel

Monday, August 10, 2026

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

Friday, August 14, 2026

9:00am † Tony & Josephine Costa

8:00am † Maria Ziegler, Living
Thursday, August 13, 2026

Saturday, August 15, 2026
4:00pm † Jim De Prophetis

Sunday, August 16, 2026
9:00am † Theodore Dobrowolski

Week of August 2, 2026

Sunday Collection
Online Giving

$5659
$630

COLLECTIONS

Attendance                                        197

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Helen Burns, Richard Burns, Marri Jo Baker, Mark Ford,
Lorena Guyer, Henry Guyer, Ray Hall, Maureen Irwin,
Craig McGeehan, John Miller, Patricia Murray, Abigail
Seth, Harry Seth, Juan Summers Sr, Angelo
Borreggine, Diane Stephano, Beth DeLacy, Jennifer
Kennedy, Jeri Nygard, Lenida Clapcich, David Parker,
Gianni Patrone, Kathleen Kienzle Carre and all the sick
of the parish.

LIVE THE LITURGY

DEVOTIONS, EXPLAINED!

Serenity
VIRTUES

Inspiration of the Week

What is serenity? It is an attitude of
calm, one that can only be identified
when contrasted with turmoil. It is
stillness in a storm. It is Christ, walking
steadily across the raging waves. It is
the feeling we find when we are
reconciled to God’s mercy.

House Blessing

In the midst of life’s greatest storms,
Jesus comes to us, but we may not
recognize him. We may test him. In
doing so, he will test us - and likely,
we will fail. But when we falter, his
saving hand is there.

Dear God,
In this time of difficulty, be with me. When I
don’t feel Your presence or hear Your voice,
sustain me. When I don’t see the path ahead,
guide me. When I don’t know the next step,
support me. In every day and in every moment,
be my strength

Amen

PRAYER
Faith in Trial

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:
Saturday:

St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr

St. Clare, Virgin

St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious

Sts. Pontian, Pope & Hippolytus, Priest,
Martyrs

St. Maximillian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Roman Ritual (Book of Blessings) provides
two formats for house blessings: one during the
Easter or Christmas season (specifically for the
Epiphany) and one for Ordinary Time. Those who
live in the home must be present for a house to
be blessed. A priest, deacon or lay person can
administer the blessing, although if a lay person
does so they must use the rites accorded to lay
ministers in the Roman Ritual.

A house blessing includes Scripture readings,
intercessions and a prayer of blessing.

MASS INTENTIONS
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help of God upon all those who live in
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it.
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If time travel were possible, I would enjoy a relaxed conversation with St. Peter about his past fears, especially his fear of
drowning. My own fear of the same happened many years ago when I was a boy on a lakeside summer vacation with
my family. I was wading carefree in the cool water when suddenly the soft ground beneath me disappeared, and I
started to sink. My arms flailing about happily caught the lifeguard’s attention, and I soon felt the power of his strong
arms around me as he carried me to shore. My fear of deep water born that day has been with me ever since. This
despite several failed efforts to learn how to swim.

In our gospel scene today, we see wonderfully impetuous St. Peter leap from the storm-tossed boat when he heard his
Lord invite him to join him by simply saying “Come!” But it wasn’t an easy ocean walk. The big fisherman felt small as he
started to sink. His one prayer became: “Lord, save me!” Afterward, Jesus had to ask our first pope: “Why did you begin
to have doubts, O man of little faith?”

Jesus had always insisted that people should look at a situation in its entirety before they acted (Matthew 16:24-25). He
was always completely honest with people, as He still is with us. He urged any who would follow Him to see the
difficulties of doing so before they joined Him on “the Way.” A thread runs through Christian history of people’s failure to
count the cost of a decision and not act on impulse or emotion. Dare I cite Judas as an example?

So, it is well to have our own emotions in check when we are considering doing something “for Jesus’ sake.” Prudence is
a virtue. It is not so much a harness on our generosity as it is a cautionary blinking yellow light on our internal
switchboard. The rent money, after all, has a built-in purpose.

Like all of us, St. Peter and the chosen Eleven had to learn the truths of the Lord the hard way. Experience is a hard
teacher because first you get the test and then the lesson. So, it is wise to pay attention to life lessons from Jesus and the
Holy Spirit.

At the Milan Cathedral in Italy there are three inscriptions over the respective doorways. Over the right-hand door there
is this motto: “All that pleases is but for a moment.” Over the left-hand door the words are: “All that troubles is but for a
moment.” But over the central door there is a simple sentence: “Nothing is important save that which is eternal.”

God love you and give you prudence.

REFLECTION by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson - August 9, 2026 - 19 Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

(Practicing) Catholic -Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments
By: Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Registration is now open.
Visit our website at

www.olcbrookhaven.org
or scan the QR Code

OCIA - Christian Initiation for Adults
Have you ever thought that God is drawing to

membership in the Catholic Church? Our Lady of
Charity might have the answer. The Order of Christian
Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is a process that allows you
to study the faith and to receive the Sacraments of
Initiation (Baptism, Communion and Confirmation) and
become fully initiated members of the Catholic Church,
on Holy Saturday, March 27, 2027. This course, held
weekly from 6:30 – 7:30 PM, is also offered to those who
are already members of the Church and are interested
in updating their knowledge of the Faith. We will hold an
informational meeting on August 20th, 2026. Classes
will be held on most Thursday evenings from 6:30 to
7:30 in the rectory meeting room. Please phone Eileen
Wilson at 610-872-6192 to sign up. Thank you for
considering this opportunity to strengthen your
relationship with God.

Looking for God

What do we think when we see Jesus coming to save us?

The first thing the Apostles scream is “Ghost!” when they
catch sight of Jesus walking towards them on water. That
always makes me laugh. After all they have witnessed thus
far as the companions of the Messiah, they see someone
walking on water and they still react like extras in a bad
episode of Scooby-Doo.

We are always more quick to believe a bad thing than a
good thing. We can easily believe gossip and hearsay
about a friend, but we fear being taken for a fool when it
comes to faith. We would rather look cynical than stupid.

“Save me, God, for the waters have reached my neck,”
reads Psalm 69. “My eyes fail, from looking for my God.”

I think back on my life, on all the various ways that God
has rescued me from slipping beneath the surface. Rarely
did it ever occur to me, in the midst of it, that I was being
rescued. In fact, I usually thought I was being held
underwater. Did I hear His voice directing me, or did I only
hear my own despairing? “Save me, God.” Was I looking for
Him, or were my eyes shut in fear? “My eyes fail, from
looking for my God.”

It’s never until after the fact — sometimes years after, or
decades — that we see things clearly. That we see Christ in
the situation, making his way toward us, hand
outstretched.

If time travel were possible, I would enjoy a relaxed conversation with St. Peter about his past fears, especially his fear of
drowning. My own fear of the same happened many years ago when I was a boy on a lakeside summer vacation with
my family. I was wading carefree in the cool water when suddenly the soft ground beneath me disappeared, and I
started to sink. My arms flailing about happily caught the lifeguard’s attention, and I soon felt the power of his strong
arms around me as he carried me to shore. My fear of deep water born that day has been with me ever since. This
despite several failed efforts to learn how to swim.

In our gospel scene today, we see wonderfully impetuous St. Peter leap from the storm-tossed boat when he heard his
Lord invite him to join him by simply saying “Come!” But it wasn’t an easy ocean walk. The big fisherman felt small as he
started to sink. His one prayer became: “Lord, save me!” Afterward, Jesus had to ask our first pope: “Why did you begin
to have doubts, O man of little faith?”

Jesus had always insisted that people should look at a situation in its entirety before they acted (Matthew 16:24-25). He
was always completely honest with people, as He still is with us. He urged any who would follow Him to see the
difficulties of doing so before they joined Him on “the Way.” A thread runs through Christian history of people’s failure to
count the cost of a decision and not act on impulse or emotion. Dare I cite Judas as an example?

So, it is well to have our own emotions in check when we are considering doing something “for Jesus’ sake.” Prudence is
a virtue. It is not so much a harness on our generosity as it is a cautionary blinking yellow light on our internal
switchboard. The rent money, after all, has a built-in purpose.

Like all of us, St. Peter and the chosen Eleven had to learn the truths of the Lord the hard way. Experience is a hard
teacher because first you get the test and then the lesson. So, it is wise to pay attention to life lessons from Jesus and the
Holy Spirit.

At the Milan Cathedral in Italy there are three inscriptions over the respective doorways. Over the right-hand door there
is this motto: “All that pleases is but for a moment.” Over the left-hand door the words are: “All that troubles is but for a
moment.” But over the central door there is a simple sentence: “Nothing is important save that which is eternal.”

God love you and give you prudence.
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The first thing the Apostles scream is “Ghost!” when thhey
catch sight of Jesus walking towards them on water.rr Thhat
always makes me laugh. After all they have witnessed thhus
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episode of Scooby-Doo.

We are always more quick to believe a bad thing than a
good thing. We can easily believe gossip and hearsay
about a friend, but we fear being taken for a fool when it
comes to faith. We would rather look cynical than stupid.

“Save me, God, for the waters have reached my neck,”
reads Psalm 69. “My eyes fail, from looking for my God.”

I think back on my life, on all the various ways that God
has rescued me from slipping beneath the surface. Rarely
did it ever occur to me, in the midst of it, that I was being
rescued. In fact, I usually thought I was being held
underwater.rr Did I hear His voice directing me, or did I only
hear my own despairing? “Save me, God.” Was I looking for
Him, or were my eyes shut in fear? “My eyes fail, from
looking for my God.”

It’s never until after the fact — sometimes years after,rr or
decades — that we see things clearly. That we see Christ in
the situation, making his way toward us, hand
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In this Gospel, Jesus
immediately stretched out
his hand and caught Peter,
and said to him, “O you of   

Please help the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul bring respite and hope to the elderly
who are not able to find relief from the
summer heat, and you will bring them faith
and hope!

little faith, why did you doubt?”

The Assumption refers to the Blessed Virgin Mary being assumed
— body and soul — into heaven at the end of her earthly life.
“Assumption” is different than “ascension” because one is passive
(i.e. one is assumed) and the other is active (i.e. one ascends). It is
by the power of God Mary was assumed.

As evidenced by the writings of many early Church fathers,
Christians have believed for more than a millennium that the
Blessed Virgin was assumed into heaven. In 1950, Pope Pius XII
issued Munificentissimus Deus, which officially defined the
Dogma of the Assumption. This means that the Church officially
recognizes this belief as a true and necessary part of our Catholic
beliefs about Mary. Like all beliefs about Mary, they illuminate our
most treasured beliefs about her Son. The Assumption illustrates
to us the truth about Christ’s promise of eternal life and the
resurrection of the faithful.

Our Lady of Peace 40 Annual Women’s Retreatth

St. Joseph Hall
315 S. Warren Ave. Malvern , PA 19335

Malvern Retreat House
September 25-27, 2026

To Register, contact Sharon Rottenberk at 610-874-1448

Church of St. Joseph Presents
Aging with Grace and Joy

6:30-8:00pm
3255 Concord Rd. Aston, Pa

Lower Level

The Assumption refers to the Blessed Virgin Mary being assumed
— body and soul — into heaven at the end of her earthly life.
“A“ ssumption” is different than “ascension” because one is passive
(i.e. one is assumed) and the other is active (i.e. one ascends). It is
by the power of God Mary was assumed.

As evidenced by the writings of many early Church fathers,
Christians have believed for more than a millennium that the
Blessed Virgin was assumed into heaven. In 1950, Pope Pius XII
issued Munificentissimus Deus, which officially defined the
Dogma of the Assumption. This means that the Church officially
recognizes this belief as a true and necessary part of our Catholic
beliefs about Mary. Like all beliefs about Mary,yy they illuminate our
most treasured beliefs about her Son. The Assumption illustrates
to us the truth about Christ’s promise of eternal life and the
resurrection of the faithful.

Church of St. Joseph Presents
Aging with Grace and JoyA

6:30-8:00pm
3255 Concord Rd. Aston, Pa

Lower Level

Our Lady of Peace 40 Annual Women’s Retreatth

St. Joseph Hall
315 S. Warren Ave. Malvern , PA 19335

Malvern Retreat House
September 25-27,77 2026

To Register,rr contact Sharon Rottenberkk aatt 661100--887744--11444488
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Norman C. Shropshire, Supervisor
Michael Aaron Okon, Funeral Director
Carmella Imburgia, Funeral Director

Rte. 352 & Knowlton Rds. • Middletown Twp., Media PA 19063

www.msbfh .com 
610-876-4213

MINSHALLMINSHALL
SHROPSHIRE - BLEYLERSHROPSHIRE - BLEYLER

FUNERAL HOME, LTD.FUNERAL HOME, LTD.

Delaware County’s Oldest Established Funeral HomeDelaware County’s Oldest Established Funeral Home

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

610-789-3717
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Your Sight Is Our Vision
Craig A. Cassey, O.D.

P.C. & Associates
Comprehensive Eye Care

for your entire family!
Featuring:

IPL dry eye treatment,
Contact Lenses, Optomap

& iWellness Imaging
Full Service Optical Off ering:
Eyes of Faith • Oakley • Ray Ban

Tory Burch • Maui Jim • Tura
Silhouette & Many More!

Serving Th e Delaware Valley Since 1964
4950 Edgmont Ave., Brookhaven, PA 19015

610-872-6077
www.CasseyOptical.com

All Phases of Plumbing:
Water Heaters • Faucets • Drains

Garbage Disposals • Toilets
Plumbing Design

Brookhaven, PA 19015 • www.faustplumbing.com

Bob Faust
Master Plumber
267-592-8152

in remembrance of

STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI

ASK

“Find solace,
meaning, and

hope in the midst
of loss.”

Saint Peter and Paul
Cemetery is hiring 

Family Service
Counselors to join 

our dedicated team.

Contact Paul Sargent
at 610-484-5246 or

psarg@everstorypartners.com

Family Owned and Operated 
for Over 4 Decades

French Drains

Foundation Repair

Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed Fully Licensed & Insured

215-639-8500
www.morganwaterproofing.com
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KAREN M. DAUBER
S.R.E.S. REALTOR®

Parishioner

Senior Real Estate Specialist
Building Relationships For Life

Brookhaven Resident

Offi ce: (610) 892-8300(610) 892-8300   Direct: (610) 299-1755(610) 299-1755

MEDIA

The Cleaning Guy
Cleaning Service
Weekly, Monthly, or
One Time Cleaning

Aff ordable Prices

Call for your FREE ESTIMATE
(302) 513-6891

TheCleaningGuy2018@gmail.com
Insured & Bonded

Ballroom at the Phoenix
1661 Mill Road

Upper Chi Chester, PA 19061

Catering for Large and Small Events 
with Two Diff erent Event Venues

610-312-1658

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 

Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

For Advertising
Information Contact

Ryan Mahalsky
908-392-4240

rmahalsky@jppc.net

484-688-4110
 info@dcbplumbing.com

Fast, reliable Heating, Plumbing & AC for homes & businesses.
From quick repairs to full system installs–We do it all!!!
Skilled pros delivering top-quality work on every job.
Sewer inspections & drain cleaning to stop problems before they start.

Serving all of Delaware County, PA 
and surrounding areas since 2018. 

20 Years of Experience - keeping your home or 
business running comfortably all year round!

$50.00 OFF your fi rst service

WORSHIP

WITH US
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