





SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
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\"t/&%}SAVE THE DATE
Oktoberfest is October 17, 2026 from 12PM to
7PM. This is a family fun event. More information
to come in September.

EUCHARISTIC JESUS
BIBLE STUDY SERIES
“Jesus is not waiting for you —
He is longing for you.”
Come encounter the Eucharistic Bridegroom who burns
with desire to heal, transform, and fill your soul with His
Glory.

In this powerful 5-week series, we will dive deep into the
mystery of the Eucharist-where Heaven touches earth,
where Jesus gives Himself completely, and where ordinary
lives are set on fire with divine love.

Tuesday, September 15
Time: 6:30PM at Our Lady of Calvary Lower Church
All are welcome! Bring your Bible (optional)

All are welcome to attend CALVARY SENIORS MEETINGS.
Our next meeting is on September 15 at Regina Coeli Hall
across from the Torresdale station, 9617 James Street. We
meet every Tuesday — doors open at 9:30 and meeting
begin at 10:30.

SWIM TEAM — Registration will be held on Wednesday,
September 16™ and September 30th in the gym kitchen
from 5:30-7:00PM. Swimmers must be at least five years
old and able to swim a full lap. Email questions to
olcswimming@gmail.com.

CUB PACK 460 is a scouting program for girls and boys in
grades K-5. We meet on Thursday nights from 7-8PM in
the OLC gym. Cub Scouts provides fun activities, develops
new skills and helps the community. Den meetings will
begin on October 1%. If you have any questions, please
contact Gina Gorski 2115-806-2644 or Christine Fahy
215-479-2773.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS NEEDED
High School Students are needed on Sundays
from 9:45 to 11AM beginning n October 4" to
assist Mrs. Teson and Sr. Maria Therese with the
Children’s Liturgy Program. If you are
considering majoring in education or any
pediatric field, this opportunity will provide you
with hands-on experience and a potential job
reference or college recommendation.
Additionally, you will earn Christian Service
hours. If interested, contact Mrs. Teson at
olocalvary@gmail.com

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY will begin on Wednesday,
September 9, 2026. All are welcome to attend

DATE TOPIC

Wed - Sept 23 Changed Forever

Wed — Sept 30 Surviving Stress and Loneliness

Wed - Oct7 Feelings of Denial, Bargaining
& Guilt

Wed - Oct 14 The Value of Memories &

Personal Bereavement
Reflections
All meetings are held in the lower church meeting room....(enter
by way of the ramp on the rectory side of the church)....from
7:00PM to approximately 8:30Pm
No prior sign up is necessary...come to whatever session you can
attend. PLEASE NOTE: Changes in dates of topics scheduled are
possible due to the speaker’s previous commitments

Go, Make Disciples — An Introductory Course in Missionary
Discipleship — Join the Office for the New Evangelization
for a 3-session practical training in the habits and skills of
missionary discipleship. This course will help you deepen
your personal friendship with Jesus and acquire relational
skills to encounter and accompany others into Christ’s
love. October 3,10 and 17 from 9AM to 12PM at Our Lady
of Mount Carmel, Doylestown — 215-348-4190.

TEMPORARY ENVELOPES — Please remember before placing a temporary
envelope in the Offertory basket at Mass to write your name and address
on the front of the envelope. Temporary envelopes are located right
inside the front doors of the Church. Thank you for your continued
support of Our Lady of Calvary Parish.

Al Anon meeting at 7:00PM on Sundays (in person) in the lower
church meeting room.
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Caribbean bishops warn ‘gender ideology’ obscures
sacramental meaning of the body
Elizabeth Ervin

The prelates urged those forming young people to help them
recognize their dignity and purpose as beloved sons and
daughters of God amid a rapidly secularizing culture.

Gender ideology is obscuring the Catholic
understanding of biological sex as part of God’s design for the
human person, according to a July 26 pastoral letter from the
bishops of the Caribbean, who urged parents and educators to
teach that the Lord’s design for the body is ordered toward self-
giving love.

In what they described as an increasingly secular age,
the bishops of the Antilles Episcopal Conference said the Church
must respond by reaffirming the sacramental meaning of the
body.

“The confusion of our times,” the bishops wrote,
“driven by ideologies that detach the body from identity, treat
desire as destiny, and blur sexual difference, compels us to offer
the light of the Gospel and the wisdom of Christian
anthropology.”

The bishops traced much of this confusion to the
separation of gender from biological sex and the elevation of
self-perception over the reality of the body. They said the
resulting “internal conflict” between mind and body ultimately
harms those whom “gender ideology” claims to help.

“Such self-identification,” the bishops wrote, “is a
fiction, not a foundation for human identity.” The bishops
directed the letter particularly to parents, educators, catechists,
and policymakers, saying their responsibility for forming young
people should be guided by Catholic teaching and exercised in
service of human dignity. “Young people must be taught,” they
wrote, “that their bodies are not meaningless or malleable, but
sacramental signs of who they are and what they are made for —
communion and love.”

The bishops said that call to communion was wounded
by original sin, fracturing humanity’s relationship with God and
the original harmony between man and woman. They pointed to
the Blessed Virgin Mary’s fiat and the Incarnation as the way
Christ entered that brokenness and restored love as a gift of self.

“We must help our youth and institutions,” they wrote,
“rediscover this redemptive anthropology; that chastity is not
repression but integration; love is not mere emotion but virtue;
that marriage and celibacy are both paths to holiness through the
sincere gift of self.”

Drawing on Pope St. John Paul II’s teachings, the
bishops said this vision requires love to remain anchored in truth
and virtue. Quoting the late pontiff, the bishops wrote, “Love is
an affirmation of the person, or it is not love at all.”

That commitment to both truth and human dignity also
shaped the bishops’ discussion of people who experience same-
sex attraction. Such individuals “must be treated with respect,
sensitivity, and compassion,” they wrote.

People who experience same-sex attraction share the
same call to chastity and holiness as every Christian, the bishops
added. They said the Church must reject unjust discrimination
while guiding each person toward integration and spiritual
growth.

The bishops said this pastoral approach rest on
Christina anthropology, a “life-giving vision of human identity
and relationship” in which the body carries both biological and
theological meaning.

“The one-flesh union of man and woman,” they wrote,
“is not merely physical; it is sacramental.” The bishops said this
sacramental vision rests on the male-female reality of the body,
noting that sex is not randomly “assigned at birth” but
determined at conception through the presence or absence of the
SRY gene.

They acknowledged that congenital conditions can
cause sexual characteristics to develop atypically and require
medical care and pastoral sensitivity. Even in rare cases of
ambiguity, however, the bishops maintained that such conditions
do not constitute a third sex and that sex can be discerned
through the body’s organization toward one of two reproductive
roles.

That reproductive distinction, the bishops said, reflects
a deeper “reality of being” that does not depend on visible traits
or fertility. A soman remains a woman if she cannot bear a child,
they explained, just as a man remains a man if he cannot father
one.

On that basis, the bishops urged teachers, catechists,
school leaders, legislators, and medical professionals to promote
policies and curricula that uphold biological truth. “To all those
entrusted with forming minds, crafting policy, and shaping
culture,” they wrote, “we call you to stand with us in defending
the dignity of e very human person.”

The letter closed by calling the Church to safeguard the
next generation through formation rooted in both truth and
compassion. “In a time of widespread confusion,” the bishops
wrote, “the Church’s voice must be clear: the human body is
good, sexual difference is sacred, and love is ordered towards
communion.”
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This article was shared by the NCBC and can be found at
https://zeale.co/news/articles/caribbean-bishops
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Heating & Air Conditioning
Heat Pumps & Humidifiers

Installed & Serviced
Upgrade Your Old-Costly Air Conditioner or Heater To A High Efficiency Unit
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Cochrane Construction LLC

SIDING * GUTTERS
Licensed & Insured PA # 154589
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SAMUEL G. FORTE
FREE Consultation

215-332-5888
All Legal Services
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FUNERAL HOME, INC.

“Church Funerals Are Our Specialty”
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2031 Vista Street Philadelphia, PA 215-637-8184
www.viscontofuneralhome.com
Louis R. Sr., Supervisor * Louis R. Jr., F.D.
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