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A PLACE OF
FAITH & HOPE

Growing together in

faith, love, and service.

ALL ARE
WELCOME

No matter where you are

on your journey, you
belong here.

ROOTED IN
TRADITION

COME AND MEET

through a welcoming
Catholic community

Nourished by the Eucharist,

guided by Scripture,

strengthened by community. Come to me, all you WhO labor

and are burdened, and I will give you rest.”
T8~ — MATTHEW 11:28 — -~@~
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Perhaps this brochure came into your
hands because someone gave it to
you. Perhaps you are new to our
neighborhood. Perhaps you pass our
church every day and have wondered
what happens behind these doors.
Perhaps you were raised Catholic,
but somewhere along the way life
became complicated and you slowly
drifted away. Perhaps you have been
hurt, disappointed, or simply too
busy. Perhaps you are carrying
questions about God that you have
never been able to answer. Or
perhaps you are doing well, yet
somewhere deep within your heart
you know that something is still
missing.

Whatever your story may be, I want
to say something to you personally.
There is a place for you here.

Welcome to Immaculate Conception
Roman Catholic Church. We are
unapologetically and joyfully
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Catholic. Our faith is centered on
Jesus Christ, nourished by the Holy
Eucharist, formed by Sacred
Scripture and Sacred Tradition,
strengthened by the Sacraments, and
lived in communion with the
Catholic Church. We treasure the
faith handed down to us through the
centuries, not because it is merely an
inheritance from the past, but
because we believe it leads us to
Someone. It leads us to Jesus Christ.
And if you want to understand what
kind of Church we desire to be, look
first at Jesus.

Read the Gospels and notice the
people who approached Him. They
were not people who had everything
together. They were fishermen and
tax collectors, mothers and fathers,
sinners and saints, the sick, the
grieving, the lonely, the confused,
the rejected, and the forgotten. Some
came with great faith. Others came
with doubts. Some came because
they were desperate. Others simply
wanted to see who Jesus was.

And Jesus received them.

He sat at table with sinners. He
touched lepers whom everyone else
avoided. He stopped for Bartimaeus
when others told the blind man to be
quiet. He spoke with the Samaritan
woman when social convention said
He should have walked away. He

| MEET Josus.

Whatever your story, wherever you are on your journey,
\there isa place for you at Immaculate Conceptlon

allowed Thomas to bring his doubts.
He forgave Peter after Peter denied
Him three times. He looked upon
people not simply for what they had
done, but for what, by the grace of
God, they could become.

This is the Jesus we want you to
meet.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you
who labor and are burdened, and I
will give you rest.” Notice that He
does not say, “Come to me when
you have fixed your life.” He does
not say, “Come when your marriage
is perfect, when your children are
doing well, when your faith is
strong, when you have stopped
sinning, when you understand
everything, or when you no longer
have questions.” He simply says,
“Come to me.”

Maybe that is the invitation you
need today.

Come when you are tired from
working all week. Come when you
are worried about your children or
grandchildren. Come when there is
tension in your marriage or family.
Come when you are grieving
someone you love. Come when you
have received news that frightened
you. Come when you feel alone even
though you are surrounded by
people. Come when you are grateful



and life is beautiful. Come when
prayer feels easy, and come when
you cannot find the words to pray.
Just come.

Our Catholic faith teaches us
something extraordinary. Jesus did
not simply live two thousand years
ago. He is alive. He continues to
speak through His Word. He
forgives through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. He strengthens us
through His grace. Most especially,
at every Mass, He gives us Himself
in the Holy Eucharist. What appears
to be bread and wine becomes,
through the words of Christ and the
power of the Holy Spirit, His Body
and Blood. The Eucharist is not
merely a symbol of Jesus. It is Jesus
Christ truly present among His
people.

That is why the Mass is at the heart
of our parish. We do not gather
merely because we enjoy one
another's company, although
community matters deeply. We
gather because Christ gathers us. We
come with different backgrounds,
different struggles, different
opinions, different ages, and
different stories. Yet we kneel before
the same Lord. We listen to the same
Word. We approach the same altar.
We are fed by the same Christ.

This is what it means to be Catholic.
We belong to Christ, and because we
belong to Christ, we learn to belong

to one another.

But belonging also asks something
of us. Jesus welcomes us as we are,
but He loves us too much to leave us
exactly as we are. To meet Jesus is
also to hear Him say, “Follow me.”
Faith cannot remain only inside the
church building. If we receive Christ
on Sunday, then people should
encounter something of Christ in us
on Monday. They should encounter
Him in the patience we show at
home, in the forgiveness we offer
when someone hurts us, in the
honesty we practice at work, in the
compassion we show to someone
who is struggling, in the time we
make for our children, in the care we
give our elderly parents, and in the
attention we give to someone who
feels invisible.

And to those who have been away
from the Catholic Church, I
especially want to say this. Please do
not be afraid to come back. You do
not need to stand outside wondering
whether you still belong. You do.
Perhaps there are things that need
healing. Perhaps there are questions
that need conversation. Perhaps there
are situations that need pastoral
guidance. We can begin there. One
conversation. One prayer. One Mass.
One Confession. One small step
toward Christ.

If you are not Catholic, you are
welcome to visit us too. Come and

see. Ask questions. Learn what
Catholics actually believe. Pray with
us. Allow us to know you, and allow
yourself to know us. We will respect
where you are on your journey while
faithfully sharing the treasure we
have received.

We are not a perfect parish because
we are not perfect people. We have
weaknesses. We make mistakes. We
are still learning how to love as Jesus
loves. But we know the One who
calls us, gathers us, forgives us,
feeds us, heals us, and sends us

forth. His name is Jesus Christ.

So perhaps you picked up this
brochure thinking you were simply
learning about a church in Mahwah.
I hope you discover something more.
I hope you hear an invitation.

Whatever your past, whatever your
questions, whatever burdens you
carry, and wherever you are on your
journey, there is a place for you here.

Our doors are open. Our community
is waiting to welcome you. Jesus is
already waiting for you.

Come home. Come and meet Jesus.

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN
Pastor
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SUNDAY

7:30 M » 9:30 AM » 11:30 AM
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WEEKDAY SATURDAY ‘
(MONDAY TO FRIDAY) ‘

12:00 NOON :00 PM (Vigil Mass)

@ |

RECONCILIATION/ HoLy ROSARY | CHAPLET OF ADORATION OF

CONFESSION THE DIVINE MERCY THE BLESSED
. . E SACRAMENT
SATURDAY Daily at ey
; Every First Frida
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 11:30 AM | | Dailyafter Mass T ey

10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon
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COME AND ENCOUNTER CHRIST

Sometimes the deepest hunger of the human heart is the one we cannot explain.
We can be surrounded by people and still feel alone. We can smile while
carrying a hidden sorrow. We can have everything we thought we wanted and
still wonder, “Why does my heart feel empty?”

Perhaps what your heart is longing for is not something, but Someone.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.”
He knows what you carry. He knows the tears no one sees, the prayers you

have almost stopped praying, the family member you worry about, the mistakes

you wish you could undo, and the questions that keep you awake at night.

Come. He is waiting for you.
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Come to the Holy Mass, where Jesus speaks through His Word and gives Himself
to us in the Holy Eucharist. Come to Confession, and hear again that mercy is Al
greater than your past. Pray the Rosary, and let Mary take your hand and lead |
you to her Son. Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet, especially when life feels beyond

your control. Come before Jesus in Eucharistic Adoration, and simply remain with Him.

You do not have to impress Him. You do not have to pretend.
Bring Him your heart exactly as it is.

Our schedule is not simply telling you when our doors are open.
It is showing you when you can come home, kneel before the Lord,
and allow Jesus to meet you.

Come. Let Him find you. Let Him love you. ,, |
Let Him heal you. Let Him bring you home.



ENCOUNTER
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He is here. He is waiting for you. He loves you.

Life can be heavy. We all carry worries, regrets, and questions.
But Jesus longs to meet you right where you are and give
you rest for your soul.

MASS - Come to the table of the Lord and be nourished by
His Word and the gift of Himself.

CONEFESSION - There is no sin too great.

His mercy is bigger. Come home to His forgiveness.

ADORATION - Be still. Be close. Spend time with Jesus
who is truly present, body, blood, soul, and divinity.

DEVOTIONS - The Rosary and other devotions help draw
us closer to Jesus through the loving heart of Mary.

IMPACTFUL AND LIFE CHANGING HOMILIES -
God speaks to your heart. His Word can change your life. R o

Come as you are. Leave renewed. He is waiting.

y.
|

BELONG TO A FAMILY

You were made for a relationship. You belong here.

Our parish is more than a place to come—it is a family to grow
in faith and love. Together, we support one another, celebrate
joys, carry burdens, and walk with each other toward heaven.

S 0 6 O

HOSPITALITY | FRIENDSHIP | COMMUNITY : FELLOWSHIP

You will be Build lasting We journey together ! We share meals,

welcomed with open ! friendships that i in faith, lifting each i celebrate together,
hearts and warm smiles. | encourage your faith |  otherupinprayer | and make memories
You are not just a i and enrich your life. ! and support. i thatstrengthen our

guest—you are family. ! : ! parish family.

>=- YOU MATTER. YOU BELONG. YOU ARE LOVED.

<+



COME, CELEBRATE

GOD’S GRAC
WITH US!

Encounter Christ. Receive His Grace.
Celebrate Life’s Sacred Moments.

The Sacraments are visible signs

of God’s invisible grace. They strengthen us,
heal us, guide us, and unite us to Christ
and to one another. By celebrating the
Sacraments, we encounter God in a personal
and powerful way and we grow in faith,
hope, and love.

Come, celebrate God’s life in you.

BAPTISM

A new life in Christ.
A lifetime of grace.

FIRST
COMMUNION

Jesus comes to you.
Let your heart be ready.

CONFIRMATION

Be sealed with the gift of
the Holy Spirit and sent
to be a witness of Christ.

MATRIMONY

A holy sacrament.
A lifelong covenant.
A love that reflects Christ.

ANOINTING
OF THE SICK

God’s healing. Our care.
His grace in time of need.

Baptism is the beginning of our life with God and the door to the other Sacraments.
Through water and the Word, we are cleansed from sin, reborn as children of God,
and welcomed into the Church, our family of faith.

We celebrate Baptism at Mass to emphasize the importance of community
because your child is not only being baptized into Christ, but also into a family
that will walk with you in faith, support you in love, and pray for you always.
It is the Church, the Body of Christ, that rejoices with you on this beautiful day.
As parents and godparents, you are the first teachers of faith.

Together, we promise to nurture this precious new life in the love of Jesus.

The Eucharist is the greatest gift Jesus gives us. His very Body, Blood, Soul,
and Divinity. In First Communion, our children are invited to the Lord’s table
for the first time, where they receive Him with love and reverence.

‘We prepare our children to receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time
with love, joy, and reverence.

Preparation is a journey of faith that begins at home and continues in our parish
community. Through prayer, catechesis, and the support of family and Church,
our children learn to know, love, and trust Jesus more deeply.

May this encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist be the beginning of a lifelong
friendship with Him who nourishes and strengthens us every day.

In Confirmation, we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit with His gifts-of wisdom,
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord-so that
we may live our faith boldly and joyfully.

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, our young people are strengthened

to live their faith boldly and to bear witness to Christ in word and in deed.
This Sacrament calls them to be mature disciples and active members of the Church,
ready to share their gifts and build God’s kingdom. With the Holy Spirit as their
helper, they are empowered to make a difference in the world for Jesus.

Marriage is a sacred covenant between a man and a woman, a lifelong promise

of faithful love and total self-giving. It is a sign of Christ’s love for His Church.
With our beautiful newly renovated Church and the beautiful surroundings,
engaged couples prefer to celebrate their weddings in our Church.

Our church provides a reverent and prayerful setting where your sacramental
covenant is witnessed by God and your loved ones. We are honored to accompany
you as you prepare for this new chapter of your lives together in Christ.

May your marriage be blessed with faith, joy, and lasting love,

and may your home become a place of peace and holiness.

In the Anointing of the Sick, Christ comes to comfort, strengthen, and bring hope
to those who are ill, elderly, or facing surgery or serious health concerns.

‘We accompany our sick brothers and sisters with prayer, compassion,

and the healing presence of Jesus.

This Sacrament offers spiritual strength, peace, and-if it is God’s will-physical healing.
You are never alone. Our parish family is here to pray with you

and for you in your time of need.
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O ur parish is more than a place. It is a family where you truly belong.

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. You are a child of God
and a member of His family. Together, we walk in faith, support one another in joys and
challenges, celebrate milestones, and stand beside one another in times of need.

Here, you will find a home where you are known, valued, and loved.

We open our doors and our hearts to you.

BELONG TO A FAMILY

* Hospitality
o Community
o Friendship
o Fellowship

GROW AS A DISCIPLE

o Faith Formation

o Sacramental Preparation
o Family Catechism

o Adult Faith Formation

SERVE WITH LOVE

* Qutreach
o Mission
o Service

e Care

CELEBRATING THE GIFT
OF ETERNAL LIFE

We celebrate with utmost reverence
and dignity a very beautiful but
heartfelt Mass of Christian Burial
and a final send-off to the beloved
Jfaithful departed.

T

You are invited. You are loved. You are not alone.
Let us walk this journey of faith together.

From the very first smile to the welcoming embrace of our parish community,
you are not a stranger here. You belong. We believe that the Church is not just
a building, but a family that reflects God’s love.

We share life together in big and small ways: over a cup of coffee, at parish
events, in moments of laughter and in times of tears. We support one another,
celebrate each other’s successes, and carry one another in prayer through
life’s ups and downs.

Here, you will always find people who care, a place where you belong,
and a family that will walk with you every step of the way.

Our faith is a lifelong journey. Jesus calls each of us to follow Him more closely
every day. Through prayer, the Word of God, the teachings of the Church, and
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we grow in our relationship with Him.

We offer programs for children, teens, and adults to discover the beauty of our
Catholic faith, to ask questions, to learn, and to be transformed. Through the
sacraments, we encounter Christ in a powerful and personal way.

Come and grow in faith with us. Let His Word guide you,
His grace strengthen you, and His love lead you.

Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve. As His disciples, we are called to
be His hands and heart in the world. Through acts of kindness, service to the poor
and marginalized, and care for those who are hurting, we bring the light of Christ
to those who need hope.

Whether near or far, our parish is on mission to share God’s love, to feed the

hungry, to comfort the lonely, to visit the sick, and to build a more just and
compassionate world.

Together, we can change lives because love in action changes everything.

When a loved one dies, the Church walks with you in your grief.

We do not walk alone in sorrow, for Christ Himself weeps with us.

The Mass of Christian Burial is more than a farewell. It is a celebration of
a life lived, a thanksgiving for love received, and a prayer of hope in the
promise of eternal life. We commend our loved one to God’s mercy,
confident that in Christ, death is not the end but the beginning of new life.

With the support of our parish family, we honor their memory, console
the heartbroken, and place our trust in the Risen Christ.

May your loved one rest in peace, and may perpetual light shine upon them.
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