


 
Perhaps this brochure came into your 
hands because someone gave it to 
you. Perhaps you are new to our 
neighborhood. Perhaps you pass our 
church every day and have wondered 
what happens behind these doors. 
Perhaps you were raised Catholic, 
but somewhere along the way life 
became complicated and you slowly 
drifted away. Perhaps you have been 
hurt, disappointed, or simply too 
busy. Perhaps you are carrying 
questions about God that you have 
never been able to answer. Or 
perhaps you are doing well, yet 
somewhere deep within your heart 
you know that something is still 
missing. 
 
Whatever your story may be, I want 
to say something to you personally. 
There is a place for you here. 
 
Welcome to Immaculate Conception 
Roman Catholic Church. We are 
unapologetically and joyfully 

Catholic. Our faith is centered on 
Jesus Christ, nourished by the Holy 
Eucharist, formed by Sacred 
Scripture and Sacred Tradition, 
strengthened by the Sacraments, and 
lived in communion with the 
Catholic Church. We treasure the 
faith handed down to us through the 
centuries, not because it is merely an 
inheritance from the past, but 
because we believe it leads us to 
Someone. It leads us to Jesus Christ. 
And if you want to understand what 
kind of Church we desire to be, look 
first at Jesus. 
 
Read the Gospels and notice the 
people who approached Him. They 
were not people who had everything 
together. They were fishermen and 
tax collectors, mothers and fathers, 
sinners and saints, the sick, the 
grieving, the lonely, the confused, 
the rejected, and the forgotten. Some 
came with great faith. Others came 
with doubts. Some came because 
they were desperate. Others simply 
wanted to see who Jesus was. 
 
And Jesus received them. 
 
He sat at table with sinners. He 
touched lepers whom everyone else 
avoided. He stopped for Bartimaeus 
when others told the blind man to be 
quiet. He spoke with the Samaritan 
woman when social convention said 
He should have walked away. He 

allowed Thomas to bring his doubts. 
He forgave Peter after Peter denied 
Him three times. He looked upon 
people not simply for what they had 
done, but for what, by the grace of 
God, they could become. 
 
This is the Jesus we want you to 
meet. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you 
who labor and are burdened, and I 
will give you rest.” Notice that He 
does not say, “Come to me when 
you have fixed your life.” He does 
not say, “Come when your marriage 
is perfect, when your children are 
doing well, when your faith is 
strong, when you have stopped 
sinning, when you understand 
everything, or when you no longer 
have questions.” He simply says, 
“Come to me.” 
 
Maybe that is the invitation you 
need today. 
 
Come when you are tired from 
working all week. Come when you 
are worried about your children or 
grandchildren. Come when there is 
tension in your marriage or family. 
Come when you are grieving 
someone you love. Come when you 
have received news that frightened 
you. Come when you feel alone even 
though you are surrounded by 
people. Come when you are grateful 

 



and life is beautiful. Come when 
prayer feels easy, and come when 
you cannot find the words to pray. 
Just come. 
 
Our Catholic faith teaches us 
something extraordinary. Jesus did 
not simply live two thousand years 
ago. He is alive. He continues to 
speak through His Word. He 
forgives through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. He strengthens us 
through His grace. Most especially, 
at every Mass, He gives us Himself 
in the Holy Eucharist. What appears 
to be bread and wine becomes, 
through the words of Christ and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, His Body 
and Blood. The Eucharist is not 
merely a symbol of Jesus. It is Jesus 
Christ truly present among His 
people. 
 
That is why the Mass is at the heart 
of our parish. We do not gather 
merely because we enjoy one 
another's company, although 
community matters deeply. We 
gather because Christ gathers us. We 
come with different backgrounds, 
different struggles, different 
opinions, different ages, and 
different stories. Yet we kneel before 
the same Lord. We listen to the same 
Word. We approach the same altar. 
We are fed by the same Christ. 
This is what it means to be Catholic. 
We belong to Christ, and because we 
belong to Christ, we learn to belong 

to one another. 
 
But belonging also asks something 
of us. Jesus welcomes us as we are, 
but He loves us too much to leave us 
exactly as we are. To meet Jesus is 
also to hear Him say, “Follow me.” 
Faith cannot remain only inside the 
church building. If we receive Christ 
on Sunday, then people should 
encounter something of Christ in us 
on Monday. They should encounter 
Him in the patience we show at 
home, in the forgiveness we offer 
when someone hurts us, in the 
honesty we practice at work, in the 
compassion we show to someone 
who is struggling, in the time we 
make for our children, in the care we 
give our elderly parents, and in the 
attention we give to someone who 
feels invisible. 
 
And to those who have been away 
from the Catholic Church, I 
especially want to say this. Please do 
not be afraid to come back. You do 
not need to stand outside wondering 
whether you still belong. You do. 
Perhaps there are things that need 
healing. Perhaps there are questions 
that need conversation. Perhaps there 
are situations that need pastoral 
guidance. We can begin there. One 
conversation. One prayer. One Mass. 
One Confession. One small step 
toward Christ. 
If you are not Catholic, you are 
welcome to visit us too. Come and 

see. Ask questions. Learn what 
Catholics actually believe. Pray with 
us. Allow us to know you, and allow 
yourself to know us. We will respect 
where you are on your journey while 
faithfully sharing the treasure we 
have received. 
 
We are not a perfect parish because 
we are not perfect people. We have 
weaknesses. We make mistakes. We 
are still learning how to love as Jesus 
loves. But we know the One who 
calls us, gathers us, forgives us, 
feeds us, heals us, and sends us 
forth. His name is Jesus Christ. 
 
So perhaps you picked up this 
brochure thinking you were simply 
learning about a church in Mahwah. 
I hope you discover something more. 
I hope you hear an invitation. 
 
Whatever your past, whatever your 
questions, whatever burdens you 
carry, and wherever you are on your 
journey, there is a place for you here. 
 
Our doors are open. Our community 
is waiting to welcome you. Jesus is 
already waiting for you. 
 
Come home. Come and meet Jesus. 
 
FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN 
Pastor 
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