


 

“I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of the netherworld shall not prevail 
against it.” These are not the words of 
Peter. They are not the words of a pope, 
bishop, priest, theologian, or council. 
They are the words of Jesus Christ 
himself. 

 

“I will build my Church.” There is 
tremendous power in those words. Jesus 
does not say, “Peter, build a church for 
me.” He does not say, “Gather people 
together and decide what you think I 
meant.” He does not say, “Write down my 
teachings and allow future generations to 
interpret them however they wish.” He 
says, very clearly, “I will build my 
Church.” 

 

The Church, therefore, was not born from 
human inspiration. She was not created 
because a group of believers arrived at the 
same interpretation of Scripture. She did 
not emerge because someone became 
disappointed with religious authority, 
angry with the hierarchy, or unable to 
accept a difficult teaching. The Church 
begins with Jesus Christ. She is his 
Church before she is ours. 

 

And Jesus did something very concrete. 
He chose Peter. “You are Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church.” Then he 
said, “I will give you the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven.” Keys signify 
authority, stewardship, and responsibility. 
Jesus entrusted Peter with a particular 
mission and entrusted the apostles with 
the responsibility to teach, sanctify, and 
shepherd his people. That apostolic 
mission continues in the Church.  

 

Jesus did not leave behind only a book. 
He left us a Church. This does not 
diminish Sacred Scripture. The Church 
treasures Scripture as the inspired Word 
of God. But before the books of the New 
Testament were gathered into the Bible as 

we know it, the Church was already 
preaching, baptizing, celebrating the 
Eucharist, forgiving sins, and proclaiming 
the risen Christ. Christ gave us his Word 
within the living community of faith that 
he himself established. 

 

This becomes especially important when 
the Church teaches something we find 
difficult. It is easy to remain Catholic 
when everything the Church teaches 
agrees with what we already believe. It is 
easy to follow Christ when Christ asks 
nothing that disturbs us. Discipleship 
becomes real when Christ challenges our 
desires, behavior, relationships, priorities, 
or understanding of what is right and 
wrong. 

 

Then we face an uncomfortable question. 
Do I allow Christ and his Church to form 
my conscience, or do I accept only those 
teachings that agree with the conscience I 
have already formed for myself?  

 

There is a temptation to create a 
Christianity that fits us comfortably. We 
keep the teachings we like. We reinterpret 
those that challenge us. We dismiss those 
that make us uncomfortable. Eventually, 
without realizing it, we can create a Jesus 
who agrees with us about almost 
everything.  

 

But such a Jesus may simply be a 
reflection of ourselves. This does not 
mean Catholics should never question, 
struggle, study, or seek clarification. 
Questions can deepen faith. Faith seeks 
understanding. There may be teachings 
we find difficult. Our response should not 
immediately be rejection, but humility. 
We can pray, “Lord, I struggle with this. I 
do not completely understand. Teach me. 
Help me understand why your Church 
teaches this.” Nor does this mean Church 
leaders are perfect.  

 

Peter himself proves otherwise. The man 
to whom Jesus gives the keys will later 
misunderstand Jesus, argue with him, fall 
asleep when Jesus asks him to pray, and 
finally deny three times that he even 
knows him. And still Jesus chooses Peter. 
That should humble every pope, bishop, 
priest, and leader in the Church. It should 
also console every Catholic who has been 
disappointed by someone in the Church. 

 

Our faith does not depend upon the 
personal perfection of priests, bishops, or 
popes. It depends upon Jesus Christ. 
We must distinguish between 
disappointment with members of the 
Church and rejection of the Church Christ 
founded. A priest may disappoint us. A 
bishop may make a decision we do not 
understand. A parishioner may hurt us. 
Leaders may fail. Catholics may behave 

hypocritically. Such wounds can be real 
and painful. But human failure does not 
erase divine foundation. Peter’s weakness 
did not cancel Christ’s promise. 

 

For two thousand years the Church has 
passed through persecution, division, 
scandal, wars, cultural revolutions, and 
countless predictions of her 
disappearance. Yet she remains. She is 
still baptizing children, proclaiming the 
Gospel, forgiving sins, anointing the sick, 
feeding the hungry, comforting the 
grieving, and celebrating the Eucharist. 
Not because Catholics have always been 
faithful, but because Christ has been 
faithful. 

 

The Church is also deeply personal. She 
received us at Baptism. She taught us the 
name of Jesus. She placed the Scriptures 
into our hands. She prepared us for the 
Eucharist. When we sinned, she opened 
the door of reconciliation. When we 
became sick, she anointed us. When our 
hearts were broken, she prayed with us. 
And when our earthly journey ends, she 
will pray that the angels lead us into 
paradise. 

 

So perhaps the question is not simply, 
“Do I agree with everything the Church 
teaches?” The deeper question is, “Do I 
trust the One who founded her?” 

 

There will be teachings we struggle to 
understand. There will be leaders who 
disappoint us. There will be moments 
when faithfulness requires humility. But 
Christianity cannot become a search for a 
church that agrees with everything we 
already believe. 

 

We do not need a Church created in our 
image. We need the Church founded by 
Jesus Christ. The Church is his before she 
is ours. Her Gospel is his Gospel. Her 
sacraments are his gifts. Her mission is 
his mission. Despite the weakness of 
those who belong to her, his promise 
remains. 

 

“I will build my Church.” Not my church. 
Not your church. Not a church fashioned 
according to the preferences of every 
generation.  

 

His Church. And if Jesus Christ himself 
founded her, then perhaps our calling is 
not to remake the Church according to 
ourselves, but to allow Christ, through his 
Church, to remake us. 
 

In Jesus, our Lord and Savior, 
 

 





 

Hello parishioners and friends of ICC!  
 

I hope everyone is having a fun, restful, 
and blessed summer.  
 

Believe it or not, it is time to start 
thinking ahead to the fall, and the 
wonderful musical opportunities that 
come with it. ICC eagerly seeks new 
and returning volunteers to join our 
choir! Whether you are a seasoned 
singer, or have never sung in a formal or 
group setting, your voice is welcomed in 
our choir loft. As the old saying goes: all 
voices are beautiful to God!  
 

The ICC choir “season” runs from 
Labor Day through June. We sing just 
about every week, rotating between the 
Saturday Mass at 5pm, and the 9:30 and 
11:30 Mass on Sundays. We typically 
meet 30-45 minutes beforehand to 
review. Our “big events” of the season 

are our annual Christmas Concert, 
Christmas Eve Mass, and, of course, 
Holy Week. There is weeknight 
rehearsal once a week (usually 
Thursdays) for about 6-8 weeks leading 
up to those events, as well as throughout 
the year as needed.  
 

We are a volunteer choir, and are as 
flexible with scheduling as possible. The 
choir is a wonderful way to find a sense 
of community here at ICC. We make 
music for God, and we take that sacred 
responsibility seriously, while always 
maintaining an atmosphere of support 
and welcome. We are a diverse group in 
age and experience, comprised of brand 
new, veteran, and returning members. 
Throughout the year, we build on the 
skills of harmony, dynamics, breath 
control, and music reading. If none of 

those terms are familiar to you, come 
find out! We especially welcome male 
voices!  
 

Our children’s choir will begin again in 
the fall as well! More on that to come. If 
you have a child grade 1-8 who is 
interested in singing, please drop me a 
line!   

If you are interested in our choir, have 
questions, or would just like to say 
hello, please email me at 
music@iccmahwah.org. Having arrived 
to ICC in June 2025, I now have a full 
liturgical season under my belt, and I am 
so excited to continue growing our 
music program. 
  
OWEN PELESH 

 Music Director 

Every year, people from all walks of life 
find their way into the Catholic Church 
through a journey known as the Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA). 
Some have never been baptized. Others 
come from different Christian traditions. 
Many have been away from church for 
years, carrying questions, hurts, or hopes 
they’re not sure how to express. What they 
all have in common is a longing, a silent 
search for something more. 

 

They may not be in 
church today. 
But they may be in your 
life. 

 

A friend. A co-worker. A 
family member. A 
neighbor. Someone who 
trusts you, listens to you, 
or simply watches how 
you live your faith. They 
may never walk through 
the doors of the Church 

unless someone says to them, with love and 
conviction: “Come and see.” 

 

That someone is you.  
Just as the first Apostles and early 
Christians invited others to encounter Jesus, 
we are the apostles of today, called to 
continue the mission, to bring people to 
Christ, and to extend the welcome of the 
Church. And it begins with a simple, 
powerful invitation. 

 

The OCIA is not merely a class. It’s a 

sacred journey of encounter, formation, 
and transformation. It is a pathway back to 
God, through His Church. And this journey 
often starts with one person, you, willing to 
say: “Have you ever thought about 
becoming Catholic?” “Would you like to 
come to Mass with me?” 

 

You don’t need to have all the answers. You 
only need the courage to speak the words 
that open the door. God will take care of 
the rest. 

 

So look around your life. Who might be 
waiting for a word of invitation? Who is 
silently wondering if the Church would 
welcome them? Who is aching for peace, 
purpose, or a place to belong? 

 

We have found Christ. Now let us help 
others find Him too. 

 

The doors of the Church are open. The 
OCIA is ready. 

 

Your voice can bring someone home. 
Be the welcome they’re waiting for. 



Grandparents are among God's most 
beautiful gifts to a family. They are the 
keepers of our stories, the witnesses of our 
beginnings, and often the quiet source of the 
faith, traditions, and values that continue 
from one generation to the next. 

 

If we are blessed to still have our 
grandparents with us, let us celebrate them. 
Spend time with them. Call them. Visit 
them. Listen to their stories, even the ones 
we have heard before. Ask about their 
childhood, their struggles, their joys, and the 
people they loved. Let the grandchildren sit 
beside them and know them. Take pictures 
together, laugh together, eat together, and 
create memories together. 

Sometimes we think we need to give our 
grandparents something special. But often, 
what they treasure most is simply us. Our 
presence. Our time. A phone call. An 
embrace. The words, “I love you, Grandma. 
I love you, Grandpa. Thank you for all you 
have done for our family.” 

 

And for our grandparents who have already 
gone before us, our love continues in a 
beautiful way through remembrance and 
prayer. We speak their names with 
affection. We tell their stories. We continue 
the traditions they gave us. We recognize 
little pieces of them living on in our 
families, in a recipe, a prayer, a saying, a 
gesture, or a value they taught us. 

Most especially, we remember them before 
God. We offer Masses and prayers for them, 
trusting that the God who gave them to our 
family continues to hold them in His loving 
embrace. 

 

Grandparents remind us that we belong to 
something bigger than ourselves. We are 
part of a story of love that began before us 
and will continue after us. 

 

So let us cherish our living grandparents, 
remember with gratitude those who have 
gone before us, and keep all of them close 
to our hearts and in our prayers. 
Their greatest legacy is not what they leave 
to us. It is the love they leave within us. 

Our Center for Family Discipleship, 
Religious Education Program is preparing 
for another wonderful year of forming our 
children and families in the Catholic faith, 
and we need YOU! 

 

We are inviting parishioners to consider 
giving just two hours, once a month, to 
help us pass on the gift of faith to the next 
generation. 

 

We are looking for Catechists who can help 
our children know and love Jesus, Activity 
Assistants who can help with crafts, 
projects, service activities, and special 
programs, and Hospitality Ministers who 
can help create a warm and welcoming 
environment for our children and families. 

 

You do not have to be a teacher or a 
theologian. You do not need years of 
experience. You simply need to love your 
faith, care about our children, and be 
willing to share a little of your time. We 
will provide the guidance, materials, and 
support you need. 

 

Our children are growing up in a world 
filled with many voices competing for their 
attention and their hearts. They need adults 
who will remind them, not only through 
words but through their presence, that Jesus 
matters, faith matters, and the Church is 
their home. 

 

And we are asking for only about two 
hours each month. Two hours may not 
seem like much, but those two hours can 
plant a seed of faith that remains in the heart 
of a child for a lifetime. 

 

Please do not assume that someone else will 
volunteer. Perhaps you are the person 
God is calling to make a difference. 

 

To volunteer or learn more, please contact 
Valerie Jahn at reled@iccmahwah.org or 
call the Parish Office at 201-327-1276. 

 

Give us two hours a month. Help us give 
our children a faith that can last a 
lifetime. 

mailto:reled@iccmahwah.org


 



Saturday, August 22 – The Queenship of the Blessed VirginMary 

4:00 p.m.  Confession 

5:00 p.m. Rita & Clyde Hinman by Andy & Ileen Lohan 

 

Sunday, August 23 – TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME         
7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 

9:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Mark, Cupo, Kozlik  
   & Kosnar Families by Rose Marie Polino 

11:30 a.m. Nancy J. Walsh by Michael Ditore 

 

Monday, August 24 – Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 

12:00 p.m. Robert Aitken by Jack Valentine 
 

Tuesday, August 25 – Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
12:00 p.m. Kanta Nanwani by McCrimlisk Family 
 

Wednesday, August 26 

12:00 p.m. Dora Dohm by Jack Valentine 
 

Thursday, August 27 – Saint Monica 

12:00 p.m. Prayer Intentions of Joseph Samala  
 

Friday, August 28 – Saint Augustine , Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

12:00 p.m. Healing Intentions of Seamus McGovern by Sue Postolowski 

 

Saturday, August 29 – The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 
4:00 p.m.  Confession 

5:00 p.m. Agnes McGunnigle by John & Jeanne Chmielowiec 
 

Sunday, August 30 – TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 

7:30 a.m. Edward Gorzone by Linda Connor & Family 

9:30 a.m. Nancy Walsh by Caroline Dorcey 

11:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 

 
 
 
 
 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor, phone extension # 12 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 

ADORNO FATHERS 
    Weekend Assistants / Confessors 

DEACON JOSEPH YANDOLI 
    Permanent Deacon 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
THERESA HERPST  

Pastoral Council Chairperson 
Spiritual Life and Devotions Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net 

OWEN PELESH 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 

JENNIFER E. PERITO 
   Curriculum Coordinator 

reled@iccmahwah.org 
mrsjenniferperito@gmail.com 

VALERIE JAHN 
   Catechetical Leader 

reled@iccmahwah.org 

JAKE MURKEN 
Pastoral Engagement Coordinator 
Sacristan & Altar Servers Ministry Coordinator 
icc-cares@ICCMahwah.org 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN 
Social Concerns and Outreach Ministry Coordinator 
Respect Life Ministry Coordinator 
SocialConcernsMinistry@ICCMahwah.org  
emoynahan@hotmail.com 

KATHY DEVINE 
Parish & Community Life Ministry Coordinator 

    kathydevine@optonline.net 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Lazarus Ministry Coordinator 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
amrak@optonline.net 

NESTOR & AVELINA HERNANDEZ 
Liturgical Linens and Vestment Care 

BRIAN DEYSHER  
Media and Publicity Ministry Coordinator 
MediaMinistry@ICCMahwah.org 

MICHAEL DEVINE 
Risk Alert and Emergency Operations Management 
mikedevine@optonline.net 

LAURA ZACK 
Gardens and Landscape Committee 
lauraannbabuin@gmail.com 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL STAFF 
PAT BENDER 

Office Manager, phone ext. #15 
info@iccmahwah.org 

DEACON JORGE OCHOA 
Bookkeeper, phone extension # 14 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 

FRED HAITZ and LINDA POWLEY 
Parish Trustees 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 

ROBERT HERPST  
Parish Legal Assistant & RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds Committee 

MARK VELLEUX & GARY BARBEAU  
Property Maintenance Supervisor 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
THERESA HERPST / SCOTT ALBRECHT 

Spiritual Life and Devotion 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN / RITA DANYLCHUCK 
Social Concerns and Outreach 

COLLEEN De VREIS / NADINE ROSATO 
Evangelization and Faith Formation 

KATHY DEVINE / CATHY ILARDI 
JOHN SPITALETTA / TOM WILLIAMS  

Parish and Community Life 
BRIAN DEYSHER / ANDREW MANZO 

Media and Publicity 

Our Deceased Loved Ones whose funerals were held at ICC 

JULY John and Agnes Cahir,  David Murray, Michael Garzone  
AUGUST Pat Kamp, Fidelia Ebu-Mordie, Jocelyn Martin Husslein,  

Caroline D'Anna, Thomas Vincent Lawler, Mila Miravite, Judy Solga,  
OCT Joseph Berardi, John M. Casey, 2026 FEB John Remo, Jennie Blandi, 

Mary Mulligan, MAR Robert Fleisch,  Thomas Carberry, Nancy Walsh,  
Julie Brazil Watson APR Bruce Lin, Marie Keys  JUN Rita Hetzel, 

Kathrin Antonelli, JUL Rogelio Bermudez, William Keough, Donna Duffy, 
Carmela Belgovine, James Agresti 

Jonathan Cook, Thomas Derowitsch, Lynn Goodman, Ryan Ilardi,  
Kristen Mansfield, Gloria Allen, Adeline Grace Shelhorse, Jeff Steele,  

Susan Diane Longobardo, Giulia DeSantis-Belfert, Sondra Berman Phillips, 
Caroline Shelhorse, Maryanne Kohutich,  Joann Fatigate, Ella Isabella Lescano, 

Scott Sibbald, Terry McDaid, Kirk Savarese,  Maria Perpetua Carillo,  
Cameron Lynn Robinson, Harper Lynn Robinson,  Marion Crescitelli,  

Barbara Petrillo, David Petros, David Kopp, Robert Connel, Leo Collins,  
Mary Koob, Seamus McGovern, John Keegan, Ury Punzalan,  Judy Schoers, 

Ellen Greening, Wendy Burns, Daniel Miller 
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BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

908-282-0220
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Roofing • Siding • Windows
201-307-9272

Free Estimates • Fully Licensed & Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1914

America’s Choice in Home Care®

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

17 S. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ

201-825-7900

Homelike Elegance,
First-Class Assisted Living

Mill GardensMill Gardens
36 Faner Road

Midland Park, NJ

201-493-7400

Callahan Builders provide roofi ng, general 
contracting and remodeling services to 

Glen Rock, NJ and the surrounding area.

GLEN ROCK ROOFING

Custom Roofi ng & Asphalt

201-873-4158
www.callahanconstructionnj.com

Life-time Glen Rock Resident 
24 Hour Emergency Service

Since 1919
RAMSEY, NJ

201.327.4058
FREE ESTIMATES

NJ Lic. Nos. 5498, 12555 & 12928
Rockland County NY Lic. No. 980

Plumbing & Heating Repairs

Remodeling Bathrooms

Installation of Water 

Heaters, Plumbing Fixtures, 

Water Filter Systems, Gas 

Boilers, Gas Lines to 

Fireplaces & Generatorswww.revereplumbing.com

Family Owned & Operated                                                                                                                                      www.vanemburghsneider.com201-327-0030

Salvatore J. Pernice, Sr.

Owner/Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3342

Salvatore J. Pernice, Jr.
NJ Lic. No. 4617

Nicholas Pernice
NJ Lic. No. 4739

Dana Pilipiak
NJ Lic. No. 5041

We provide honest, compassionate and experienced caregivers.

CALL US NOW: 929-400-3602 • www.tlcarenj.com
TenderLovingCareNJ@gmail.com

www.statelinediner.com

Serving Cocktails
Open 24 Hours

375 Rt. 17 North
Mahwah, NJ

(201) 529-3353

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, Chimney

Deck Replacement

We Find & Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutters, 

Masonry, Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200 • Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!

Kimberly A. Paton
Attorney at Law

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION
A Full Service Firm Including Elder Law & Asset Preservation

The Paton Law Firm, LLC • 201-291-1603
33-11 BROADWAY • FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410
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www.patonlawfirm.com • kimberly@patonlawfirm.netwww.patonlawfirm.com • kimberly@patonlawfirm.net

Sherrill Masi, Realtor®

152 West Saddle River Road

Saddle River, NJ 07458

c: 551.804.1012 | o: 201.825.3600

sherrill.masi@sothebysrealty.com

prominentproperties.com
Proudly serving clients with the utmost

professional integrity and old-world work ethic.

Each Offi  ce is Independently 

Owned and Operated.

Prominent

Properties

Full Service Landscaping & Maintenance 
Terry Beltramini • 201-327-3305

www.greenbeltlandscapes.com

How do you find locally trusted businesses?

Helps you find community 
businesses and 

professionals who support 
our parish by advertising 

in our bulletin.
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