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“Then Jesus said to her in reply,
‘O woman, great is your faith!
Let it be done for you
as you wish. And the woman’s
daughter was healed
from that hour.”

- Matthew 15:21-28
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‘O woman, great is your faith!

- Matthew 15:28




Some of the most powerful people in
the Gospel are those whose names we
never learn. We know very little about

the Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel.

We do not know her age, her family, or
what her life was like before this
encounter. Matthew simply introduces
her as a mother whose daughter is
suffering. Perhaps that is all we need to
know. She comes to Jesus not carrying
an argument, but carrying someone she
loves. She is willing to endure rejection,
embarrassment, and even humiliation
because her daughter needs help.

Anyone who has ever loved another
person deeply understands this kind of
desperation. There are moments when
love makes us willing to do anything, to
knock on every door, to ask one more
question, to try one more possibility.
This mother comes to Jesus with that
kind of love, and her love becomes the
doorway to an extraordinary faith.

What happens next, however, is
difficult. She cries out, “Have pity on
me, Lord, Son of David!” Yet the
Gospel tells us, “But he did not say a
word in answer to her.” Perhaps this is
one of the most difficult experiences in
the spiritual life, the silence of God. We

can accept that God sometimes says yes.

We can even understand that sometimes
God says no. But what is hardest is
when God seems to say nothing at all.
We ask, “Lord, are You listening? Do
You see what is happening to me? Do
You know how tired [ am? Do You
know how frightened I am?” Many
faithful people know this experience.

They continue coming to Mass, praying
the Rosary, kneeling before the Blessed
Sacrament, and whispering the same

prayer they have offered for months or
even years. Yet nothing seems to
happen.

The Canaanite woman teaches us what
faith looks like in such moments. She
does not walk away. She does not allow
the silence of Jesus to become the end
of her prayer. She stays. She follows.
She continues asking. Eventually she
comes before Jesus, does Him homage,
and says simply, “Lord, help me.” What
a beautiful prayer. Three words. No
complicated theology. No carefully
prepared speech. Just the cry of a
desperate heart, “Lord, help me.”

There may come a time when we no
longer know what to say to God.
Perhaps we have prayed every prayer
we know. Perhaps we are exhausted
from carrying a burden that nobody else
fully understands. At such moments, we
do not need impressive words. When
you sit beside someone you love in a
hospital room, “Lord, help me.” When
your family is struggling, “Lord, help
me.” When you are worried about your
children or grandchildren, “Lord, help
me.” When you miss someone who is
no longer with you, “Lord, help me.”
When you are afraid of tomorrow,
“Lord, help me.” Sometimes the
shortest prayers come from the deepest
places in the heart.

Then comes an even more difficult
moment. Jesus tells the woman, “It is
not right to take the food of the children
and throw it to the dogs.” Yet she
responds with extraordinary humility,
“Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the
scraps that fall from the table of their
masters.” She does not demand
anything. She trusts that even a crumb
of God's mercy is enough. She believes
that there is so much goodness in Jesus
that even what falls from the table can
change her daughter's life.

There is something challenging here for
us. Sometimes we approach God with
expectations rather than trust. We
quietly think, “I have been faithful. I go
to Mass. I pray. I try to be a good
person. Why is this happening to me?”
Without realizing it, prayer can become
a transaction. But faith is not a contract
with God. We do not follow Jesus
because He guarantees that nothing
painful will ever happen. We follow
Him because we believe that even when
we cannot understand what He is doing,
His heart remains good.

The woman also challenges us as a
Church. She is an outsider, someone the
disciples would rather send away. They
tell Jesus, “Send her away.” How easy it
is for religious people to decide who
belongs and who does not. People
sometimes enter our church carrying
complicated lives, broken relationships,
painful histories, doubts, mistakes, and
wounds. Some may have been away
from the Church for years. Some may
feel ashamed simply walking through
the doors. Our response must never be,
“Send them away.” The Church must be
the place where people hear, “Come
closer. There is a place for you here. Let
us walk with you toward Christ.”

At the end of the Gospel, Jesus says, “O
woman, great is your faith!” What made
her faith great? She simply refused to
stop trusting Jesus. She remained when
everything seemed to tell her to leave.
Perhaps that is the faith God is asking
from us. Keep praying for that child.
Keep praying for your family. Keep
praying for healing and reconciliation.

Keep praying for the person who has
walked away from God. Keep coming
to Mass. Keep receiving the Eucharist.
Keep going to Confession. Keep sitting
before the Lord, even when you feel
nothing. Do not measure God's love by
how quickly your prayer is answered.
Sometimes the greatest act of faith is
simply remaining before Jesus and
saying through our tears, “Lord, I do not
understand. [ am tired. [ am hurting. But
I am still here.”

And perhaps one day we will discover
that while we were waiting for God to
change our circumstances, God was
quietly changing us. He was teaching us
perseverance, compassion, humility,
and trust. So when heaven seems silent,
stay. When you feel discouraged, stay.
When you do not understand, stay.
Bring your wounded heart to Jesus and
simply say, “Lord, help me.”

Faith is not proven only when
everything goes our way. Faith becomes
beautiful when, even with tears in our
eyes and questions in our hearts, we still
refuse to walk away from Jesus.

In Jesus, our Lord and Savior,

Tr. Mol
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I will sing praise to your name forever,

my King and my God.”

Psalm 145:1

Hello parishioners and friends of ICC!

I hope everyone is having a fun, restful,
and blessed summer.

Believe it or not, it is time to start
thinking ahead to the fall, and the
wonderful musical opportunities that
come with it. [CC eagerly seeks new
and returning volunteers to join our
choir! Whether you are a seasoned
singer, or have never sung in a formal or
group setting, your voice is welcomed in
our choir loft. As the old saying goes: all
voices are beautiful to God!

The ICC choir “season” runs from
Labor Day through June. We sing just
about every week, rotating between the
Saturday Mass at S5pm, and the 9:30 and
11:30 Mass on Sundays. We typically
meet 30-45 minutes beforehand to
review. Our “big events” of the season

= CAN BRING

Every year, people from all walks of life
find their way into the Catholic Church
through a journey known as the Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA).
Some have never been baptized. Others
come from different Christian traditions.
Many have been away from church for
years, carrying questions, hurts, or hopes
they’re not sure how to express. What they
all have in common is a longing, a silent
search for something more.

PRAISE. WORSHIP. BELONG.

Be Part of the ICC Choir

Make Music™

Lift Your Voice
in Worship

Apostles of Today:

YOUR VOICE

-
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Grow in Faith &
Community
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for God
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+ New & Returning
f Singers Welcome!

All voices are a gift to God. )

are our annual Christmas Concert,
Christmas Eve Mass, and, of course,
Holy Week. There is weeknight
rehearsal once a week (usually
Thursdays) for about 6-8 weeks leading

up to those events, as well as throughout

the year as needed.

We are a volunteer choir, and are as

flexible with scheduling as possible. The

choir is a wonderful way to find a sense
of community here at ICC. We make
music for God, and we take that sacred
responsibility seriously, while always
maintaining an atmosphere of support

and welcome. We are a diverse group in

age and experience, comprised of brand
new, veteran, and returning members.
Throughout the year, we build on the
skills of harmony, dynamics, breath
control, and music reading. If none of

They may not be in
church today.

But they may be in your
life.

A friend. A co-worker. A
family member. A
neighbor. Someone who
trusts you, listens to you,
or simply watches how
you live your faith. They
may never walk through
the doors of the Church
unless someone says to them, with love and
conviction: “Come and see.”

That someone is you.

Just as the first Apostles and early
Christians invited others to encounter Jesus,
we are the apostles of today, called to
continue the mission, to bring people to
Christ, and to extend the welcome of the
Church. And it begins with a simple,
powerful invitation.

The OCIA is not merely a class. It’s a

TO HIm
BE GLORY
AND PRAJSE

Interested? Questions?
Email Owen!

music@iccmahwah.org

=

those terms are familiar to you, come
find out! We especially welcome male
voices!

Our children’s choir will begin again in
the fall as well! More on that to come. If
you have a child grade 1-8 who is
interested in singing, please drop me a
line!

If you are interested in our choir, have
questions, or would just like to say
hello, please email me at
music@iccmahwah.org. Having arrived
to ICC in June 2025, I now have a full
liturgical season under my belt, and [ am
so excited to continue growing our
music program.

OWEN PELESH
Music Director

sacred journey of encounter, formation,
and transformation. It is a pathway back to
God, through His Church. And this journey
often starts with one person, you, willing to
say: “Have you ever thought about
becoming Catholic?” “Would you like to
come to Mass with me?”

You don’t need to have all the answers. You
only need the courage to speak the words
that open the door. God will take care of
the rest.

So look around your life. Who might be
waiting for a word of invitation? Who is
silently wondering if the Church would
welcome them? Who is aching for peace,
purpose, or a place to belong?

We have found Christ. Now let us help
others find Him too.

The doors of the Church are open. The
OCIA is ready.

Your voice can bring someone home.
Be the welcome they’re waiting for.



£  are the crown of the aged” —
= — Proverbs 17:6 —
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CHERISH THEM

WHILE THEY

ARE HERE ©
Grandparents are among God's most
beautiful gifts to a family. They are the
keepers of our stories, the witnesses of our
beginnings, and often the quiet source of the

faith, traditions, and values that continue
from one generation to the next.

= “Grandcsi.ldreri‘ = _%

If we are blessed to still have our
grandparents with us, let us celebrate them.
Spend time with them. Call them. Visit
them. Listen to their stories, even the ones
we have heard before. Ask about their
childhood, their struggles, their joys, and the
people they loved. Let the grandchildren sit
beside them and know them. Take pictures
together, laugh together, eat together, and
create memories together.
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JUST 2 HOURS A MONTH.
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Our Center for Family Discipleship,
Religious Education Program is preparing
for another wonderful year of forming our
children and families in the Catholic faith,
and we need YOU!

We are inviting parishioners to consider
giving just two hours, once a month, to
help us pass on the gift of faith to the next
generation.

We are looking for Catechists who can help
our children know and love Jesus, Activity
Assistants who can help with crafts,
projects, service activities, and special
programs, and Hospitality Ministers who
can help create a warm and welcoming
environment for our children and families.

THANK THEM
FOR THEIR LOVE
AND SACRIFICES ©

®
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Sometimes we think we need to give our
grandparents something special. But often,
what they treasure most is simply us. Our
presence. Our time. A phone call. An

embrace. The words, “I love you, Grandma.

I love you, Grandpa. Thank you for all you
have done for our family.”

And for our grandparents who have already
gone before us, our love continues in a
beautiful way through remembrance and
prayer. We speak their names with
affection. We tell their stories. We continue
the traditions they gave us. We recognize
little pieces of them living on in our
families, in a recipe, a prayer, a saying, a
gesture, or a value they taught us.

You do not have to be a teacher or a
theologian. You do not need years of
experience. You simply need to love your
faith, care about our children, and be
willing to share a little of your time. We
will provide the guidance, materials, and
support you need.

Our children are growing up in a world
filled with many voices competing for their
attention and their hearts. They need adults
who will remind them, not only through

words but through their presence, that Jesus

matters, faith matters, and the Church is
their home.

REMEMBER THOSE
WHO HAVE GONE
BEFORE US ©

Their greatest legacy
is the love they leave within us.
e .

A LEGACY OF FAITH,
LOVE AND HOPE ©

Most especially, we remember them before
God. We offer Masses and prayers for them,
trusting that the God who gave them to our
family continues to hold them in His loving
embrace.

Grandparents remind us that we belong to
something bigger than ourselves. We are
part of a story of love that began before us
and will continue after us.

So let us cherish our living grandparents,
remember with gratitude those who have
gone before us, and keep all of them close
to our hearts and in our prayers.

Their greatest legacy is not what they leave
to us. It is the love they leave within us.

And we are asking for only about two
hours each month. Two hours may not
seem like much, but those two hours can
plant a seed of faith that remains in the heart
of a child for a lifetime.

Please do not assume that someone else will
volunteer. Perhaps you are the person
God is calling to make a difference.

To volunteer or learn more, please contact
Valerie Jahn at reled@iccmahwah.org or
call the Parish Office at 201-327-1276.

Give us two hours a month. Help us give
our children a faith that can last a
lifetime.
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Give Your Child
the Greatest Gift...

A Life of Faith

Growing Faith. % &
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FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA
Pastor, phone extension # 12
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org

ADORNO FATHERS
Weekend Assistants / Confessors

DEACON JOSEPH YANDOLI

Permanent Deacon

MASSINTENT

PARISH MINISTRIES Saturday, August 15 — The ASSUMPTION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

THERESA HERPST 4:00 p.m. Confession

Pastoral Council Chairperson 5:00 p.-m. Bro. John Casey CEC by Peg Thornton

e S A St Sunday, August 16 - TWENTIETH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
OWEN PELESH 7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish

s 9:30 a.m. Romeo A. De Jesus by Tom & Sheila Stanford
JENNIFER E. PERITO 11:30 a.m. Maria Fatima Realeza by Tom & Jingay Williams

e @icemomahors Monday, August 17

mrsjenniferperito@gmail.com 12:00 p.m. Birthday Intentions of Geralyn Timmins by Geralyn

VALERIE JAHN

Catechetical Leader T“eSdaYa AugUSt 18
reled@iccmahwah.org 12:00 p.m. Mario Babuin by Darryl & Laura Zack
JAKE MURKEN
Pastoral Engagement Coordinator WedneSday, Aug“St 19
Sacristan é"ég;r Servers Minishry Coordinator 12:00 p.m. Gerald Toner by Andy & Ileen Lohan
Icc-carest ahwah.org
EILEEN MOYNAHAN Thursday, August 20 — Saint Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church
:“"“’ Concerns f’;‘d ‘g“*'jfchi""'"i‘"y Cearetisiar 12:00 p.m. Birthday Intentions of John Leyendecker by Linda Connor
especr Lire nistry Coordinaror
SocialConcernsMinis?ry@ICCMahwuh.org Fl‘iday, August 21 — Saint Pills X, POpe
K :}"ﬁ?’“g‘é’{%ﬂ‘;’"a"'”m 12:00 p.m. Angela Di Nardo by Siembieda’s Family
’(PG;:SZ &.Cgm*'f”yr“fe ’;‘inisffy Coardiissiior Saturday, August 22 — The Queenship of the Blessed VirginMary
arhydevinel opronline.ne .
ANN MARIE KELLY 4:00 p.m. Confession
chcrus Ministry Cctordinafor‘ 5 OO pm tha & Clyde Hlnman by Andy & Ileen LOhan
o e e Sunday, August 23 - TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
NESTOR & AVELINA HERNANDEZ 7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish
Liturgical Linens and Vestment Care : L. °
BRI A,j’ DEYSHER 9:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Ma'rk, Cgpo, Kozlik
Media and Publicity Ministry Coordinator & Kosnar Families by Rose Marie Polino
MediaMinistry@ICCMahwah.org 11:30 a.m. Nancy J. Walsh by Michael Ditore

MICHAEL DEVINE
Risk Alert and Emergency Operations Management
mikedevine@optonline.net

LAURA ZACK

Gardens and Landscape Committee
lauraannbabuin@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL STAFF
PAT BENDER
Office Manager, phone ext. #15

info@jiccmahwah.org Jonathan Cook, Thomas Derowitsch, Lynn Goodman, Ryan Ilardi,
DEQS&:‘:F:?;&& gf;,'sgf‘# 14 Kristen Mansfield, Gloria Allen, Adeline Grace Shelhorse, Jeff Steele,
finance@ICCMohwoh.org Susan Diane Longobardo, Giulia DeSantis-Belfert, Sondra Berman Phillips,
FREDA':‘T“T,Z GBSk, LA Caroline Shelhorse, Maryanne Kohutich, Joann Fatigate, Ella Isabella Lescano,
RICHARD WOLF Scott Sibbald, Terry McDaid, Kirk Savarese, Maria Perpetua Carillo,
Chairman, Parish Finance Council Cameron Lynn Robinson, Harper Lynn Robinson, Marion Crescitelli,
Ro,:ﬁﬂ;f,k;gam 2 RCIA Coordinafor Barbara Petrillo, David Petros, David Kopp, Robert Connel, Leo Collins,
rherpst@optonline.net Mary Koob, Seamus McGovern, John Keegan, Ury Punzalan, Judy Schoers,

JOE KEYS
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds Committee
MARK VELLEUX & GARY BARBEAU

Property Maintenance Supervisor

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
THERESA HERPST / SCOTT ALBRECHT

Spiritual Life and Devotion

Ellen Greening, Wendy Burns, Daniel Miller

EILEEN MOYNAHAN / RITA DANYLCHUCK

Social Concerns and Outreach Our Deceased Loved Ones whose funerals were held at ICC
COLLEEN De VREIS / NADINE ROSATO JULY John and Agnes Cahir, David Murray, Michael Garzone
. :{ﬂ'}gg:\%ﬁg ‘;"g E"TYF;’&";:;" AUGUST Pat Kamp, Fidelia Ebu-Mordie, Jocelyn Martin Husslein,
JOHN SPITALETTA / TOM WILLIAMS Caroline D'Anna, Thomas Vincent Lawler, Mila Miravite, Judy Solga,
Parish and Community Life OCT Joseph Berardi, John M. Casey, 2026 FEB John Remo, Jennie Blandi,
BRIAN DEYSHER / ANDREW MANZO Mary Mulligan, MAR Robert Fleisch, Thomas Carberry, Nancy Walsh,

MR GRSy Julie Brazil Watson APR Bruce Lin, Marie Keys JUN Rita Hetzel,

Kathrin Antonelli, JUL Rogelio Bermudez, William Keough, Donna Dufty,
Carmela Belgovine, James Agresti



Salvatore J. Pernice, Sr.
Owner/Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3342

Salvatore J. Pernice, Jr.
NJ Lic. No. 4617

Family Owned ¢ Operated

Year gﬂzﬁ?&/yf S eider-FPernice

FUNERAL HOME

109 DARLINGTON AVENUE * RAMSEY, NEW JERSEY 07446

201-327-0030

Nicholas Pernice
NJ Lic. No. 4739

Dana Pilipiak
NJ Lic. No. 5041

www.vanemburghsneider.com
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RAYMOND CHARLES
CAR AND LIMO SERVICE

201.819.3644

RAYMONDCHARLESCAR.COM
RELIABLE  PROFESSIONAL « COMFORTABLE

HomeliKe Elegance,

SERVING ALL OF YOUR CATERING NEEDS
OR & OFF PREMIVES AYAILABLE
PRIVATE DINING ON SITE

celebrations of life
graduations
showers
repasts
birthdays
special occasions

masonjarmahwah.com

219 Ramapo Valley Rd - Mahwah ~ 201.529.2302

SERVINC THE CCMMUNITY I'CR 40+ YEARS!

NJ Lic. Nos. 5498, 12555 & 12928

Rockland County NY Lic. No.980  www.revereplumbing.com Fireplaces & Generators

MADE FOR HOME ~ ' ) ! 2
VISIT US AT POLMART DELL First-Class Assisted Living

761 N Stiles St, 9 Village Square ¥, 452 Lanza Ave, g
Linden, NJ 07036 Clifton, NJ 07011 Garfiled, NJ 07026
(908) 486 3780 (973)340-0699 (973) 546-2040 .. :

Since 1919 Plumbing & Heating Repairs 7 i

SRl R VERE [eemied [PV o
201.327.4058 "niiaEr SNy Heaters, Plumbing Fixtures, 36 F gal( d
ter Filter Systems, Gas aner Roa
o s 11550 ! ];oilfrlst, (,:: lfines t: Midland Park, NJ

Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION
Operated Since 1987 ad Licensed & Insured
Ghpe 2
a D)
BEB.

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

MOLD REMEDIATION « FOUNDATION REPAIR

908-282-0220

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

201-493-7400

Serving Cocktails
Open 24 Hours
375 Rt. 17 North

Mahwah, NJ
(201) 529-3353

KiMBERLY A. PATON
ATTORNEY AT LAw :

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION

A Full Service Firm Including Elder Law & Asset Preservation

The Paton Law Firm, LLC « 201-291

-1603

33-11 BroADWAY ¢ FAIR LAwN, NJ 07410

\Hudson Valley

AUDIOLOGY CENTER

Catholic Owner, Jeff Shannon
Doctor of Audiology
Hearing « Tinnitus
Dizziness - Earwax Removal

www.HudsonAudiology.com 845.694.4400 Avsicy

1UCEK

Roofing * Siding - Windows
201-307-9272
Free Estimates ° Fully Licensed & Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1914

598 Immaculate Conception, Mahwah, NJ (Back)

GLEN ROCK ROOFING

Callahan Builders provide roofing, general
contracting and remodeling services to
Glen Rock, NJ and the surrounding area.
Life-time Glen Rock Resident
24 Hour Emergency Service

Custom Roofing & Asphalt
201-873-4158

www.callahanconstructionnj.com

America’s Choice in Home Care®

V.ﬁfdtirrg,An gels ‘x. -
LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES
17 S. Franklin Turnpike

Ramsey, NJ

Call 201.800.8070 to schedule your
private appointment to visit our
luxury, senior living community,

201-825-7900

catholicmatch’
New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ

Sherrill Masi, Realtor®

152 West Saddle River Road
Saddle River, NJ 07458

c: 551.804.1012 | 0: 201.825.3600
sherrill. masi@sothebysrealty.com
prominentproperties.com

Proudly serving clients with the utmost
professional integrity and old-world work ethic.

Prominent
Properties

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated.

h
We provide honest, compassionate and experienced caregivers.

CALL US NOW: 929-400-3602 « www.tlcarenj.com
TenderLovingCareNJ@gmail.com

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

— REPAIRS ———
MASONRY DECK STEPS GUTTERS

. $1500 OFF

2 : Any New Roof, Chimney E
::\/A\V,,\ i DeckReplacement |

20% OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, Gutters,

ROYAL PRO
CONSTRUCTION | Masonry, Deck, Steps * Repairs |
SENIORS « VETERANS

Call ERIC the Owner.: ___ SENIORS - VETERANS __

L 732-589-9967

www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated - Lic. #13VH0934200 - Bonded & Insured - 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

%ER

MC.
Full Service Landscaping & Maintenance FREE DOWNLOAD‘

Terry Beltramini - 201-327-3305 | conNgcriNG LOCALLY TRUSTED BUSINESSES WHO
www.greenbeltlandscapes.com | ~ sUPPORT OUR PARISH AND THE COMMUNITY.

m—

John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 www.jppc.net
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