


There are days when life feels calm and 
peaceful. Everything seems to be in its 
proper place. Then, without warning, the 
winds begin to blow. A phone call 
changes everything. A medical test 
brings unexpected news. A family 
member loses a job. A friendship is 
wounded. A marriage struggles. Parents 
worry about their children. Grandparents 
pray for grandchildren who no longer 
practice the faith. Many carry burdens 
that remain hidden behind a smile. Every 
one of us, in one way or another, has 
experienced storms that leave us feeling 
helpless. It is into those moments that 
Jesus speaks the comforting words of 
this Sunday's Gospel, "Take courage, it 
is I. Do not be afraid."

The disciples were not strangers to 
storms. Several of them had spent their 
lives on the Sea of Galilee. Yet this 
storm was unlike any they had 
experienced before. Their boat was 
battered by the waves, and the darkness 
only deepened their fear. Then, just 
before dawn, Jesus came walking toward 
them on the water. Instead of 
recognizing Him, they were terrified. 
Fear often clouds our vision. When we 
focus only on the storm, we fail to 
recognize that the Lord is already 
drawing near.

How often that happens in our own lives. 
We become so overwhelmed by our 
worries that we forget the countless ways 
God has remained faithful to us. We ask 
where He is, while all along He is 
walking beside us. We pray for 
immediate solutions, but Jesus often 
gives us something even greater. He 
gives us His presence. Before calming 
the sea, He calms the hearts of His 
disciples. Before changing their 
circumstances, He reminds them that 
they are not alone.

Peter's response is both courageous and 
deeply human. He steps out of the boat 
because he trusts the voice of Jesus. As 
long as his eyes remain fixed on the 
Lord, he walks on water. But the 
moment he begins looking at the wind 
and the waves, fear overwhelms him and 
he starts to sink. Is this not the story of 
our own faith? We begin with 
confidence, but when difficulties 
increase, we slowly shift our attention 
from Christ to our problems. We 
measure our future by our fears instead 
of by God's promises.

The most beautiful moment in this 
Gospel comes when Peter cries out, 
"Lord, save me." It is one of the shortest 
prayers in Scripture, yet one of the most 
sincere. Jesus immediately stretches out 
His hand and catches him. He does not 
wait for Peter to become stronger. He 
does not lecture him while he is sinking. 
He saves him first. This is the heart of 
our Savior. Whenever we turn to Him 
with honesty and humility, He reaches 
toward us with mercy. He may not 
always remove the storm immediately, 
but He never leaves us to face it alone.

As I reflect upon our own parish family, 
I see this Gospel being lived every day. I 
see parishioners who continue to battle 
illness with remarkable faith. I see 
caregivers whose love is shown in quiet 
acts of patience and sacrifice. I see 
parents who faithfully bring their 
children to Mass, teaching them that 
Christ belongs at the center of family 
life. I see our senior parishioners whose 
prayers sustain this parish more than 
they will ever know. I also see the 
extraordinary generosity that continues 
to define Immaculate Conception 
Church. 

Time and again you have responded with 
open hearts whenever there has been a 
need. Through our charitable ministries, 
our outreach to the poor, our religious 
education, our liturgical ministries, and 
the countless volunteers who serve so 
faithfully, you remind us that faith is not 
merely something we believe. Faith is 
something we live. Every act of 
generosity is another step out of the boat 
in trust that God will provide.

Yet this Gospel also challenges us. 
Sometimes our greatest obstacle is not 
the storm around us, but the comfort 
within us. We become content with 
familiar routines while Jesus calls us to 
something deeper. He may be inviting us 

to forgive someone we have held at a 
distance. He may be asking us to return 
to the Sacrament of Reconciliation after 
many years. He may be calling us to 
spend more time in prayer, to volunteer 
in a ministry, to welcome a new 
parishioner, or to encourage a child or 
grandchild to rediscover the beauty of 
the Catholic faith. Every disciple is 
invited to step out of the boat. Every 
disciple is called to trust more than 
before.

The storms of life will always come. 
Jesus never promised a life without 
difficulties. He promised something far 
greater. He promised His presence. He 
promised that no fear, no suffering, no 
disappointment, and not even death itself 
would ever have the final word. The One 
who walked upon the waters continues to 
walk beside His Church today. He walks 
beside every family carrying heavy 
burdens. He walks beside every person 
searching for hope. He walks beside 
every believer who wonders if God has 
forgotten them. His answer remains the 
same, "Take courage, it is I. Do not be 
afraid."

As we gather around the altar this 
weekend, let us place every worry into 
the hands of Christ. Bring your fears for 
your family. Bring your concerns about 
your health, your work, your future, and 
your loved ones. Bring your 
disappointments and your unanswered 
prayers. Then listen carefully to the 
gentle voice of Jesus speaking to your 
heart. "Take courage, it is I. Do not be 
afraid." 

If we keep our eyes fixed on Him, the 
storms may not disappear overnight, but 
they will never overcome us. His hand is 
always extended toward us. His love is 
always stronger than our fear. His 
presence is always enough. With Christ 
in our lives, every storm becomes 
another opportunity to discover that we 
are never alone, and that His faithful 
love will carry us safely home.

In Jesus, our Lord and Savior,











Saturday, August 8 – Saint Dominic, Priest
4:00 p.m. Confession
5:00 p.m. Mary Chmielowiec by John & Jeanne Chmielowiec
Sunday, August 9 - NINETEENTH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
7:30 a.m. Babuin Family by Darryl & Laura Zack
9:30 a.m. Living and Deceased members of the Mark, Cupo, Kozlik & 

Kosnar Families by Rose Marie Mark
11:30 a.m. Honorata Carrillo by Rey & Floy Carrillo
Monday, August 10 – Saint Lawrence , Deacon and Martyr
12:00 p.m. Nancy J. Walsh by Ann Higgins
Tuesday, August 11, Saint Clare, Virgin
12:00 p.m. Karen Pfeiffer by Carol Hettinger
Wednesday, August 12 – Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious
12:00 p.m. Edward Valentine, Sr. by Jack Valentine
Thursday, August 13 – Saint Pontian, Pope and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
12:00 p.m. Rose Winefred Mercy Alfred by Darryl & Laura Zack
Friday, August 14 - Saint Maximilian Kobe, Priest and Martyr
12:00 p.m. Maura Boyle by McCrimlisk Family
Saturday, August 15 – The ASSUMPTION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
4:00 p.m. Confession
5:00 p.m. Bro. John Casey CFC by Peg Thornton
Sunday, August 16 - TWENTIETH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish
9:30 a.m. Romeo A. De Jesus by Tom & Sheila Stanford
11:30 a.m. Maria Fatima Realeza by Tom & Jingay Williams

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA
Pastor, phone extension # 12
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org

ADORNO FATHERS
Weekend Assistants / Confessors

DEACON JOSEPH YANDOLI
Permanent Deacon

PARISH MINISTRIES 
THERESA HERPST 

Pastoral Council Chairperson
Spiritual Life and Devotions Ministry Coordinator
therpst@optonline.net

OWEN PELESH
Music Director
music@iccmahwah.org

JENNIFER E. PERITO
Curriculum Coordinator
reled@iccmahwah.org
mrsjenniferperito@gmail.com

VALERIE JAHN
Catechetical Leader
reled@iccmahwah.org

JAKE MURKEN
Pastoral Engagement Coordinator
Sacristan & Altar Servers Ministry Coordinator
icc-cares@ICCMahwah.org

EILEEN MOYNAHAN
Social Concerns and Outreach Ministry Coordinator
Respect Life Ministry Coordinator
SocialConcernsMinistry@ICCMahwah.org 
emoynahan@hotmail.com

KATHY DEVINE
Parish & Community Life Ministry Coordinator
kathydevine@optonline.net

ANN MARIE KELLY
Lazarus Ministry Coordinator
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator
amrak@optonline.net

NESTOR & AVELINA HERNANDEZ
Liturgical Linens and Vestment Care

BRIAN DEYSHER 
Media and Publicity Ministry Coordinator
MediaMinistry@ICCMahwah.org

MICHAEL DEVINE
Risk Alert and Emergency Operations Management
mikedevine@optonline.net

LAURA ZACK
Gardens and Landscape Committee
lauraannbabuin@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL STAFF
PAT BENDER

Office Manager, phone ext. #15
info@iccmahwah.org

DEACON JORGE OCHOA
Bookkeeper, phone extension # 14
finance@ICCMahwah.org

FRED HAITZ and LINDA POWLEY
Parish Trustees

RICHARD WOLF
Chairman, Parish Finance Council

ROBERT HERPST 
Parish Legal Assistant & RCIA Coordinator
rherpst@optonline.net

JOE KEYS
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds Committee

MARK VELLEUX & GARY BARBEAU 
Property Maintenance Supervisor

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
THERESA HERPST / SCOTT ALBRECHT

Spiritual Life and Devotion
EILEEN MOYNAHAN / RITA DANYLCHUCK

Social Concerns and Outreach
COLLEEN De VREIS / NADINE ROSATO

Evangelization and Faith Formation
KATHY DEVINE / CATHY ILARDI
JOHN SPITALETTA / TOM WILLIAMS 

Parish and Community Life
BRIAN DEYSHER / ANDREW MANZO

Media and Publicity

Our Deceased Loved Ones whose funerals were held at ICC
JULY John and Agnes Cahir,  David Murray, Michael Garzone 

AUGUST Pat Kamp, Fidelia Ebu-Mordie, Jocelyn Martin Husslein, 
Caroline D'Anna, Thomas Vincent Lawler, Mila Miravite, Judy Solga, 

OCT Joseph Berardi, John M. Casey, 2026 FEB John Remo, Jennie Blandi, 
Mary Mulligan, MAR Robert Fleisch,  Thomas Carberry, Nancy Walsh, 

Julie Brazil Watson APR Bruce Lin, Marie Keys  JUN Rita Hetzel,
Kathrin Antonelli, JUL Rogelio Bermudez, William Keough, Donna Duffy, 

Carmela Belgovine, James Agresti

Jonathan Cook, Thomas Derowitsch, Lynn Goodman, Ryan Ilardi, 
Kristen Mansfield, Gloria Allen, Adeline Grace Shelhorse, Jeff Steele, 

Susan Diane Longobardo, Giulia DeSantis-Belfert, Sondra Berman Phillips, 
Caroline Shelhorse, Maryanne Kohutich,  Joann Fatigate, Ella Isabella Lescano, 

Scott Sibbald, Terry McDaid, Kirk Savarese, Maria Perpetua Carillo, 
Cameron Lynn Robinson, Harper Lynn Robinson,  Marion Crescitelli, 

Barbara Petrillo, David Petros, David Kopp, Robert Connel, Leo Collins, 
Mary Koob, Seamus McGovern, John Keegan, Ury Punzalan,  Judy Schoers, 

Ellen Greening, Wendy Burns
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BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

908-282-0220
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Roofing • Siding • Windows
201-307-9272

Free Estimates • Fully Licensed & Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1914

America’s Choice in Home Care®

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

17 S. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ

201-825-7900

Homelike Elegance,
First-Class Assisted Living

Mill GardensMill Gardens
36 Faner Road

Midland Park, NJ
201-493-7400

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME

Kathy Zechello

kzechello@jppc.net| (774) 245-9057

Callahan Builders provide roofi ng, general 
contracting and remodeling services to 

Glen Rock, NJ and the surrounding area.

GLEN ROCK ROOFING

Custom Roofi ng & Asphalt
201-873-4158

www.callahanconstructionnj.com

Life-time Glen Rock Resident 
24 Hour Emergency Service

Since 1919
RAMSEY, NJ

201.327.4058
FREE ESTIMATES

NJ Lic. Nos. 5498, 12555 & 12928
Rockland County NY Lic. No. 980

Plumbing & Heating Repairs
Remodeling Bathrooms

Installation of Water 
Heaters, Plumbing Fixtures, 

Water Filter Systems, Gas 
Boilers, Gas Lines to 

Fireplaces & Generatorswww.revereplumbing.com

Family Owned & Operated                           www.vanemburghsneider.com201-327-0030

Salvatore J. Pernice, Sr.
Owner/Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3342

Salvatore J. Pernice, Jr.
NJ Lic. No. 4617

Nicholas Pernice
NJ Lic. No. 4739
Dana Pilipiak

NJ Lic. No. 5041

We provide honest, compassionate and experienced caregivers.

CALL US NOW: 929-400-3602 • www.tlcarenj.com
TenderLovingCareNJ@gmail.com

Car and Limo Service
201.819.3644

RaymondCharlesCar.com
Reliable • Professional • Comfortable

www.statelinediner.com

Serving Cocktails
Open 24 Hours

375 Rt. 17 North
Mahwah, NJ

(201) 529-3353

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, Chimney

Deck Replacement

We Find & Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutters, 

Masonry, Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200 • Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!

Have you found
TMTM

FABERFABER
M

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Kimberly A. Paton
Attorney at Law

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION
A Full Service Firm Including Elder Law & Asset Preservation

The Paton Law Firm, LLC • 201-291-1603
33-11 BROADWAY • FAIR LAWN, NJ 07410

aton
w
N

vation

03

www.patonlawfirm.com • kimberly@patonlawfirm.netwww.patonlawfirm.com • kimberly@patonlawfirm.net

Sherrill Masi, Realtor®

152 West Saddle River Road
Saddle River, NJ 07458
c: 551.804.1012 | o: 201.825.3600
sherrill.masi@sothebysrealty.com
prominentproperties.com
Proudly serving clients with the utmost
profesional integrity and old-world work ethic.

Each Offi  ce is Independently 
Owned and Operated.

Prominent
Properties
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