


 

Have you ever watched a child discover 
something precious? Perhaps it was a 
shell on the beach, a forgotten family 
photograph, or a simple gift that 
suddenly became the most valuable 
possession in the world. The child's eyes 
light up with joy. Nothing else seems to 
matter. That is exactly the image Jesus 
places before us in this Sunday's 
Gospel.  
 
"The kingdom of heaven is like a 
treasure buried in a field." "The 
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
searching for fine pearls." The person 
who discovers the treasure, and the 
merchant who finds the pearl of great 
price, both do something that seems 
unreasonable to everyone else. They sell 
everything they have in order to possess 
what they have found. 
 
Jesus is asking us a profound question. 
What is the greatest treasure in your 
life? 
Many people would quickly answer, 
"My family." Others would say, "My 
health." Some would mention financial 
security, retirement savings, a 
successful career, or the comfort of a 
beautiful home. These are all wonderful 
blessings from God, and we should 
thank Him for them every day. Yet 
Jesus gently reminds us that none of 
these treasures can last forever. Health 
changes. Money comes and goes. 
Careers end. Even the people we love 
most will one day be called home to 
God. If our hearts cling only to things 
that pass away, then our joy will always 
be fragile. 
 
The only treasure that never fades is a 
living relationship with Jesus Christ. 
The tragedy is not that people reject 

God. The greater tragedy is that many 
people never discover how beautiful life 
with Him truly is. They settle for 
smaller treasures. We fill our calendars 
until there is no room for prayer. We 
spend hours scrolling through our 
phones, but struggle to spend ten quiet 
minutes with the Lord. We worry 
endlessly about tomorrow, while 
forgetting the One who already holds 
tomorrow in His hands. We work hard 
to build comfortable lives, but 
sometimes neglect the life of the soul. 
 
Perhaps that describes some of us. 
That is why He invites us to seek the 
treasure that can never be taken away. 
His love remains when everything else 
changes. His mercy is stronger than our 
failures. His presence gives peace that 
no circumstance can steal. 
 
Notice something remarkable in today's 
Gospel. The man who finds the treasure 
sells everything "out of joy." Not out of 
fear. Not because someone forced him. 
His sacrifice flows from joy because he 
knows that what he is gaining is 
infinitely greater than what he is giving 
up. 
 
That is the heart of Christian 
discipleship. 
 
Sometimes we speak about following 
Christ as though it were simply a list of 
obligations. Go to Mass. Pray. Forgive. 
Serve. Avoid sin. While these are 
essential parts of our faith, they are not 
burdens meant to weigh us down. They 
are the joyful response of people who 
have discovered the greatest treasure of 
all. When we truly know Jesus, 
generosity becomes easier. Forgiveness 
becomes possible. Prayer becomes a 
conversation rather than a duty. Service 
becomes an act of love rather than an 
obligation. 
 
The final image in today's Gospel 
speaks about a fishing net gathering fish 
of every kind. At the end, the fish are 
separated. Jesus reminds us that our 
lives are moving toward a final 
encounter with God. This is not meant 
to frighten us, but to awaken us. Every 
day is an opportunity to choose Christ 
again. Every act of kindness matters. 
Every prayer offered with faith matters. 
Every person we forgive matters. Every 
invitation we extend to someone to 
return to church matters. Nothing done 

for God is ever wasted. 
 
Jesus concludes by speaking about the 
scribe who has become a disciple of the 
Kingdom, who "brings from his 
storeroom both the new and the old." As 
Catholics, we are blessed with an 
extraordinary treasure. We have the 
Scriptures, the Sacraments, the wisdom 
of the saints, the teachings of the 
Church, and the living presence of 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. These are 
not museum pieces to admire from a 
distance. They are treasures to be lived, 
shared, and passed on to the next 
generation. Our children and 
grandchildren will not inherit our faith 
simply because they bear our name.  
 
They will inherit it because they see us 
living it with conviction, joy, and love. 
As your pastor, I ask you to reflect on 
one simple question this week. If 
someone quietly observed your life, 
your calendar, your spending, your 
conversations, your priorities, and your 
use of time, what would they conclude 
is your greatest treasure? Would they 
see someone who has truly found 
Christ? Would they recognize that your 
faith is the center from which 
everything else flows? 
 
My dear parish family, God has already 
placed the treasure before us. It is here 
every time we gather for the Holy Mass. 
It is here every time His Word is 
proclaimed. It is here every time we 
kneel before the Blessed Sacrament. It 
is here every time we receive the Body 
and Blood of Christ. It is here every 
time we choose love over resentment, 
hope over despair, and faith over fear. 
 
May we never exchange this priceless 
treasure for the passing glitter of the 
world. May our parish always be a 
community that knows where true 
riches are found. And when the day 
comes for each of us to stand before the 
Lord, may we discover that the greatest 
treasure we sought throughout our lives 
was, in fact, seeking us first. 
 
With my prayers and affection for each 
of you, I remain, 
 

 



 



 

 



 





Saturday, July 25- Saint James, Apostle 
4:00 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m. Enrique Ochon by Tom & Jingay Williams 
 

Sunday, July 26 - 17th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 a.m. Birthday Intentions of Joyce Van Dyke by Linda Connor  
9:30 a.m. Giovanni & Rosetta Ruggeri by Virginia Polino 
11:30 a.m. Birthday Intentions of Gavin Patritti by Kathy Safai 
 

Monday, July 27 
12:00 p.m. Birthday Intentions of Jessica Su by Jan Su 
 

Tuesday, July 28 
12:00 p.m. Maura O’Hara by Andy & Ileen Lohan 
 

Wednesday, July 29 – Saint Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
12:00 p.m. Luann Aitken by Jack Valentine 
 

Thursday, July 30 – Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
12:00 p.m. Margaret McGowan  
   by Barbara Thomas & Grace Cervino & Marie Kuiken 
 

Friday, July 31 – Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
12:00 p.m. Luigi Mastroserio by Patricia & Ralph Chiaia 
 

Saturday, August 1 – Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church 
4:00 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m. Stan & Clare Chmielowiec by John & Jeanne Chmielowiec 
 

Sunday, August 2 - 18th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 a.m. Genevieve Siuta by Darryly & Laura Zack  
9:30 a.m. Richard Twiss by Family 
11:30 a.m. Margaret Flaherty by The Family of Pat Flaherty 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor, phone extension # 12 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 

ADORNO FATHERS 
    Weekend Assistants / Confessors 

DEACON JOSEPH YANDOLI 
    Permanent Deacon 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
THERESA HERPST  

Pastoral Council Chairperson 
Spiritual Life and Devotions Ministry Coordinator 

therpst@optonline.net 

OWEN PELESH 
Music Director 

music@iccmahwah.org 

JENNIFER E. PERITO 
   Curriculum Coordinator 

reled@iccmahwah.org 

mrsjenniferperito@gmail.com 

VALERIE JAHN 
   Catechetical Leader 

reled@iccmahwah.org 

JAKE MURKEN 
Pastoral Engagement Coordinator 

Sacristan & Altar Servers Ministry Coordinator 

icc-cares@ICCMahwah.org 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN 
Social Concerns and Outreach Ministry Coordinator 

Respect Life Ministry Coordinator 
SocialConcernsMinistry@ICCMahwah.org  

emoynahan@hotmail.com 

KATHY DEVINE 
Parish & Community Life Ministry Coordinator 

    kathydevine@optonline.net 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Lazarus Ministry Coordinator 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net 

NESTOR & AVELINA HERNANDEZ 
Liturgical Linens and Vestment Care 

BRIAN DEYSHER  
Media and Publicity Ministry Coordinator 
MediaMinistry@ICCMahwah.org 

MICHAEL DEVINE 
Risk Alert and Emergency Operations Management 
mikedevine@optonline.net 

LAURA ZACK 
Gardens and Landscape Committee 

lauraannbabuin@gmail.com 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL STAFF 
PAT BENDER 

Office Manager, phone ext. #15 
info@iccmahwah.org 

DEACON JORGE OCHOA 
Bookkeeper, phone extension # 14 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 

FRED HAITZ and LINDA POWLEY 
Parish Trustees 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 

ROBERT HERPST  
Parish Legal Assistant & RCIA Coordinator 

rherpst@optonline.net 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds Committee 

MARK VELLEUX & GARY BARBEAU  
Property Maintenance Supervisor 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
THERESA HERPST / SCOTT ALBRECHT 

Spiritual Life and Devotion 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN / RITA DANYLCHUCK 
Social Concerns and Outreach 

COLLEEN De VREIS / NADINE ROSATO 
Evangelization and Faith Formation 

KATHY DEVINE / CATHY ILARDI 
JOHN SPITALETTA / TOM WILLIAMS  

Parish and Community Life 

BRIAN DEYSHER / ANDREW MANZO 
Media and Publicity 

Our Deceased Loved Ones whose funerals were held at ICC 

JULY John and Agnes Cahir,  David Murray, Michael Garzone  
AUGUST Pat Kamp, Fidelia Ebu-Mordie, Jocelyn Martin Husslein,  

Caroline D'Anna, Thomas Vincent Lawler, Mila Miravite, Judy Solga,  
OCT Joseph Berardi, John M. Casey, 2026 FEB John Remo, Jennie Blandi, 

Mary Mulligan, MAR Robert Fleisch,  Thomas Carberry, Nancy Walsh,  
Julie Brazil Watson APR Bruce Lin, Marie Keys  JUN Rita Hetzel, 

Kathrin Antonelli, JUL Rogelio Bermudez, William Keough, Donna Duffy, 
Carmela Belgovine 

Jonathan Cook, Thomas Derowitsch, Lynn Goodman, Ryan Ilardi,  
Kristen Mansfield, Gloria Allen, Adeline Grace Shelhorse, Jeff Steele,  

Susan Diane Longobardo, Giulia DeSantis-Belfert, Sondra Berman Phillips, 
Caroline Shelhorse, Maryanne Kohutich,  Joann Fatigate, Ella Isabella Lescano, 

Scott Sibbald, Terry McDaid, Kirk Savarese,  Maria Perpetua Carillo,  
Cameron Lynn Robinson, Harper Lynn Robinson,  Marion Crescitelli,  

Barbara Petrillo, David Petros, David Kopp, Robert Connel, Leo Collins,  
Mary Koob, Seamus McGovern, John Keegan, Ury Punzalan,  Judy Schoers, 

Ellen Greening, Wendy Burns 
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BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

908-282-0220
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Roofing • Siding • Windows
201-307-9272

Free Estimates • Fully Licensed & Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1914

America’s Choice in Home Care®

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

17 S. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ

201-825-7900

Homelike Elegance,
First-Class Assisted Living

Mill GardensMill Gardens
36 Faner Road

Midland Park, NJ
201-493-7400

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME

Kathy Zechello

kzechello@jppc.net| (774) 245-9057

Callahan Builders provide roofi ng, general 
contracting and remodeling services to 

Glen Rock, NJ and the surrounding area.

GLEN ROCK ROOFING

Custom Roofi ng & Asphalt
201-873-4158

www.callahanconstructionnj.com

Life-time Glen Rock Resident 
24 Hour Emergency Service

Since 1919
RAMSEY, NJ

201.327.4058
FREE ESTIMATES

NJ Lic. Nos. 5498, 12555 & 12928
Rockland County NY Lic. No. 980

Plumbing & Heating Repairs
Remodeling Bathrooms

Installation of Water 
Heaters, Plumbing Fixtures, 

Water Filter Systems, Gas 
Boilers, Gas Lines to 

Fireplaces & Generatorswww.revereplumbing.com

Family Owned & Operated                                                                                                                                      www.vanemburghsneider.com201-327-0030

Salvatore J. Pernice, Sr.
Owner/Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3342

Salvatore J. Pernice, Jr.
NJ Lic. No. 4617

Nicholas Pernice
NJ Lic. No. 4739
Dana Pilipiak

NJ Lic. No. 5041

We provide honest, compassionate and experienced caregivers.

CALL US NOW: 929-400-3602 • www.tlcarenj.com
TenderLovingCareNJ@gmail.com

Car and Limo Service
201.819.3644

RaymondCharlesCar.com
Reliable • Professional • Comfortable

www.statelinediner.com

Serving Cocktails
Open 24 Hours

375 Rt. 17 North
Mahwah, NJ

(201) 529-3353

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

SAMI

ASK

check out the latest 
offerings by your 
bulletin sponsors 
by downloading 

our free appTM

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, Chimney

Deck Replacement

We Find & Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutters, 

Masonry, Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200 • Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com | (973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESSDon’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.
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