


 

Among the many questions the disciples 
asked Jesus, one stands out for its 
profound theological depth. After 
listening to Him teach the crowds in 
parables, they quietly ask, "Why do you 
speak to them in parables?" 
 
At first, Jesus' answer almost surprises 
us. "Knowledge of the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of Heaven has been granted to 
you, but to them it has not been 
granted." These words can easily be 
misunderstood. They might even make 
us wonder whether God chooses some 
people while excluding others. 
 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Throughout Sacred Scripture, God 
reveals Himself as One who "desires 
everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth." Christ died for 
every person. His invitation is universal. 
His mercy is offered without limit. The 
mystery, therefore, is not why some are 
invited and others are not. The mystery 
is why some welcome the invitation 
while others refuse it. 
 
Jesus introduces us to one of the deepest 
truths of the spiritual life. God never 
forces Himself upon anyone. Divine 
revelation is always a gift, never an 
imposition. The Kingdom cannot be 
conquered by intelligence, education, or 
human effort alone. It is received with 
humility, faith, and conversion of heart. 
 
This is why Jesus speaks in parables. 
A parable does not hide the truth from 
sincere seekers. Rather, it reveals the 
truth to those who desire it while 
leaving indifferent hearts unchanged. 
The same words are heard by everyone. 
Yet they produce different responses 
because every listener approaches Christ 

with a different disposition of heart. 
The parables therefore become a mirror. 
They do not simply reveal God. They 
reveal us. 
 
Jesus then speaks words that seem 
puzzling. "To anyone who has, more 
will be given and he will grow rich. 
From anyone who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away." 
 
He is describing the mysterious law of 
grace. 
 
Grace is never static. Every time we 
respond generously to God's invitation, 
our capacity to receive Him becomes 
greater. Faith deepens. Charity expands. 
Hope becomes stronger. The saints did 
not become holy because they received 
more grace than others. They became 
holy because they continually 
cooperated with the grace they had 
already received. God entrusted them 
with little acts of fidelity, and because 
they responded generously, He 
entrusted them with even greater gifts. 
 
The opposite is equally true. Whenever 
we repeatedly ignore God's voice, 
postpone conversion, justify sin, or 
harden our hearts, our spiritual 
perception slowly weakens. God has not 
withdrawn His grace. Rather, our hearts 
have become less capable of receiving 
it. Spiritual blindness is rarely 
instantaneous. It develops gradually 
through countless small refusals to 
listen. 
 
This explains why Jesus quotes the 
prophet Isaiah. "They look but do not 
see and hear but do not listen or 
understand." 
 
Notice that Jesus never says God has 
blinded them. They have closed their 
own eyes. They have covered their own 
ears. They have become satisfied with 
seeing only what the world sees and 
hearing only what the world says. 
This remains one of the greatest dangers 
for every Christian. 
 
We can know our prayers by heart yet 
fail to know the God to whom we pray. 
We can attend Mass every Sunday yet 
never allow the Eucharist to transform 
the way we live on Monday. We can 

hear the Gospel proclaimed year after 
year yet remain unchanged because 
familiarity has replaced wonder. 
 
The Christian life is not primarily about 
acquiring more religious information. It 
is about becoming increasingly capable 
of perceiving the presence of God. The 
Fathers of the Church often spoke of the 
"eyes of the heart." Sin clouds those 
eyes. Grace purifies them. Holiness 
allows them to see what has always 
been there. 
 
This is why the Church constantly 
invites us to prayer, silence, the 
Sacraments, and continual conversion. 
These are not merely religious practices. 
They are the means by which God heals 
our spiritual vision. Little by little, we 
begin to recognize Christ where we 
previously saw only ordinary events. 
We discover His presence in the 
Scriptures, in the Eucharist, in our 
families, in the poor, in suffering, and 
even in the hidden moments of daily 
life. 
 
As your pastor, my prayer is not simply 
that we become more knowledgeable 
Catholics. My prayer is that we become 
contemplative disciples, men and 
women whose hearts have become so 
open to grace that we begin to perceive 
the mysteries of God's Kingdom 
everywhere we look. 
 
Then Jesus' promise becomes 
wonderfully true for each one of us. "To 
anyone who has, more will be given." 
Every sincere act of faith enlarges our 
capacity for God. Every generous 
response to  
His grace opens us to even greater 
grace. This is the beautiful paradox of 
the Christian life. The closer we draw to 
Christ, the more we discover that His 
mysteries are inexhaustible, His love is 
immeasurable, and His Kingdom is 
already growing quietly within us. 
 
With blessings and prayers,  
 

 



 



 



 





Saturday, July 11 
4:00 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m. Donna Wolf by Linda Connor  
 

Sunday, July 12 – 15th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME  
7:30 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Parish   
9:30 a.m. Joseph G. McCrimlisk by The McCrimlisk Family  
11:30 a.m. Joseph Santimauro by Marina & Bruce Lauber  

 

Monday, July 13 – Saint Henry 
12:00 p.m. James & Martha Murphy by Andy & Ileen Lohan   

 

Tuesday, July 14 – Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 
12:00 p.m. Shirley & Bernard Lohan by Andy & Ileen Lohan   

 

Wednesday, July 15 – Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
12:00 p.m. Walter & Jane Nelson by Theresa Nelson  

 

Thursday, July 16 – Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
12:00 p.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Mark, Cupo, Kozlik  
  & Kosnar Families by Rose Marie Mark 

 

Friday, July 17 
12:00 p.m. Michael Garzone by Linda Connor  

 

Saturday, July 18 – Saint Camillus de Lelis, Priest 
4:00 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m. Robert Palmer by Phyllis Palmer  

 

Sunday, July 19 – 16th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME 
7:30 a.m. Birthday Intentions of Thomas Deysher  
   by Brian & Christine Deysher  
9:30 a.m. Maria D’Armiento by Eileen Gigante  
11:30 a.m. Deceased Members of the Peragallo Family 
   by Catherine Peragallo- Ilardi 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor, phone extension # 12 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 

ADORNO FATHERS 
    Weekend Assistants / Confessors 

DEACON JOSEPH YANDOLI 
    Permanent Deacon 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
THERESA HERPST  

Pastoral Council Chairperson 
Spiritual Life and Devotions Ministry Coordinator 

therpst@optonline.net 

OWEN PELESH 
Music Director 

music@iccmahwah.org 

JENNIFER E. PERITO 
   Curriculum Coordinator 

reled@iccmahwah.org 

mrsjenniferperito@gmail.com 

VALERIE JAHN 
   Catechetical Leader 

reled@iccmahwah.org 

JAKE MURKEN 
Pastoral Engagement Coordinator 

Sacristan & Altar Servers Ministry Coordinator 

icc-cares@ICCMahwah.org 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN 
Social Concerns and Outreach Ministry Coordinator 

Respect Life Ministry Coordinator 
SocialConcernsMinistry@ICCMahwah.org  

emoynahan@hotmail.com 

KATHY DEVINE 
Parish & Community Life Ministry Coordinator 

    kathydevine@optonline.net 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Lazarus Ministry Coordinator 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net 

NESTOR & AVELINA HERNANDEZ 
Liturgical Linens and Vestment Care 

BRIAN DEYSHER  
Media and Publicity Ministry Coordinator 
MediaMinistry@ICCMahwah.org 

MICHAEL DEVINE 
Risk Alert and Emergency Operations Management 
mikedevine@optonline.net 

LAURA ZACK 
Gardens and Landscape Committee 

lauraannbabuin@gmail.com 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL STAFF 
PAT BENDER 

Office Manager, phone ext. #15 
info@iccmahwah.org 

DEACON JORGE OCHOA 
Bookkeeper, phone extension # 14 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 

FRED HAITZ and LINDA POWLEY 
Parish Trustees 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 

ROBERT HERPST  
Parish Legal Assistant & RCIA Coordinator 

rherpst@optonline.net 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds Committee 

MARK VELLEUX & GARY BARBEAU  
Property Maintenance Supervisor 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
THERESA HERPST / SCOTT ALBRECHT 

Spiritual Life and Devotion 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN / RITA DANYLCHUCK 
Social Concerns and Outreach 

COLLEEN De VREIS / NADINE ROSATO 
Evangelization and Faith Formation 

KATHY DEVINE / CATHY ILARDI 
JOHN SPITALETTA / TOM WILLIAMS  

Parish and Community Life 

BRIAN DEYSHER / ANDREW MANZO 
Media and Publicity 

Our Deceased Loved Ones whose funerals were held at ICC 
JULY John and Agnes Cahir,  David Murray, Michael Garzone AUGUST Pat Kamp, 

Fidelia Ebu-Mordie, Jocelyn Martin Husslein, Caroline D'Anna, Thomas Vincent Lawler, 
Mila Miravite, Judy Solga, OCT Joseph Berardi, John M. Casey, 2026 FEB John Remo, 
Jennie Blandi, Mary Mulligan, MAR Robert Fleisch,  Thomas Carberry, Nancy Walsh, 
Julie Brazil Watson APR Bruce Lin, Marie Keys  JUN Rita Hetzel, Kathrin Antonelli, 

JUL Rogelio Bermudez, William Keough, Donna Duffy, Carmela Belgovine 

Jonathan Cook, Thomas Derowitsch, Lynn Goodman, Ryan Ilardi, Kristen Mansfield, 
Gloria Allen, Adeline Grace Shelhorse, Jeff Steele, Susan Diane Longobardo, Giulia 
DeSantis-Belfert, Sondra Berman Phillips, Caroline Shelhorse, Maryanne Kohutich,  
Joann Fatigate, Ella Isabella Lescano, Scott Sibbald, Terry McDaid, Kirk Savarese,   
Maria Perpetua Carillo, Cameron Lynn Robinson, Harper Lynn Robinson,  Marion 

Crescitelli, Barbara Petrillo, David Petros, David Kopp, Robert Connel, Leo Collins, 
Mary Koob, Seamus McGovern, Ury Punzalan,  Judy Schoers, Ellen Greening,  

Wendy Burns 
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BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

908-282-0220
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Roofing • Siding • Windows
201-307-9272

Free Estimates • Fully Licensed & Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1914

America’s Choice in Home Care®

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

17 S. Franklin Turnpike
Ramsey, NJ

201-825-7900

Homelike Elegance,
First-Class Assisted Living

Mill GardensMill Gardens
36 Faner Road

Midland Park, NJ
201-493-7400

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME

Kathy Zechello

kzechello@jppc.net| (774) 245-9057

Callahan Builders provide roofi ng, general 
contracting and remodeling services to 

Glen Rock, NJ and the surrounding area.

GLEN ROCK ROOFING

Custom Roofi ng & Asphalt
201-873-4158

www.callahanconstructionnj.com

Life-time Glen Rock Resident 
24 Hour Emergency Service

Since 1919
RAMSEY, NJ

201.327.4058
FREE ESTIMATES

NJ Lic. Nos. 5498, 12555 & 12928
Rockland County NY Lic. No. 980

Plumbing & Heating Repairs
Remodeling Bathrooms

Installation of Water 
Heaters, Plumbing Fixtures, 

Water Filter Systems, Gas 
Boilers, Gas Lines to 

Fireplaces & Generatorswww.revereplumbing.com

Family Owned & Operated                                                                                                                                      www.vanemburghsneider.com201-327-0030

Salvatore J. Pernice, Sr.
Owner/Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 3342

Salvatore J. Pernice, Jr.
NJ Lic. No. 4617

Nicholas Pernice
NJ Lic. No. 4739
Dana Pilipiak

NJ Lic. No. 5041

We provide honest, compassionate and experienced caregivers.

CALL US NOW: 929-400-3602 • www.tlcarenj.com
TenderLovingCareNJ@gmail.com

Car and Limo Service
201.819.3644

RaymondCharlesCar.com
Reliable • Professional • Comfortable

www.statelinediner.com

Serving Cocktails
Open 24 Hours

375 Rt. 17 North
Mahwah, NJ

(201) 529-3353

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

SAMI

ASK

check out the latest 
offerings by your 
bulletin sponsors 
by downloading 

our free appTM

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, Chimney

Deck Replacement

We Find & Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutters, 

Masonry, Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200 • Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com | (973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESSDon’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.
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