IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH

STTERESA OF CALCUTTA PARISH

OCTOBER 4, 2026 | TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“ e stone that the builders rjected
ftas become e corner stone..”

- MATTHEW 21:42

Jesus was rejected by the religious and political leaders of his day, as well as
ordinary citizens, but he was still obedient to God, the Father. Similarly, living
a stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by others, but we, too are

called to be obedient. Saying grace before a meal in a restaurant may attract some

strange looks from some. But to others it is a sign that God is alive and well!
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Parish Info

PARISH CENTER CONTACT:

1 Munn Street, Montclair, NJ
PHONE: 973.744.5650 FAX: 973.744.7936

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

1 Mario Corado Avila
1 Joseph Palmieri

5:00 pm
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
8:00am People of the Parish

e tRobert Santillo

EMAIL: info@montclaircatholics.org t Arthur Meehan
OFFICE HOURS: soopm e e bertello
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9:00 am-3:30 pm MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
OFFICE CLOSED Friday, Saturday and Sunday 12:00pm Souls in Purgatory
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
PASTORAL TEAM
12:00pm 1 Roberto Fernandez
Pastor, REV. A. BENNY PRADO Receptionist, LUCILLA PIERINI WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
Business Manager, PATTY SITAR lucilla@montclaircatholics.org 12:00pm 1 The Gangone & Chiulli Families
Patty@montclaircatholics.org Maintenance THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
Faith Formation Coordinator, MARY PETERS JOE ZICHELLI 12:00pm  t Thomas & Sophie Callaghan
familyfaith@montclaircatholics.org joe@montclaircatholics.org FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
Music Director, BRENDA FERGUSON JOE MULFORD 12:00pm  tRoy Fernandez
brenda.ferguson@montclaircatholics.org Parish Trustees SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
Parish Secretary, SAMANTHA Fusi JAMES FEENEY * RENEE BIANCAMANO t Elizabeth Fleming

5:00pm 4 imberly Castelli

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Samantha@montclaircatholics.org

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CEMETERY

8:00am People of the Parish
Supervisor, CHRISSY NASCE PHONE: (973) —744-5939 712 Grove Street R tMarlene Augustin
chrissy@montclaircatholics.org  FAX: (973) -744- 5659 Montclair N] 07042 ) T Kevin Sinanan

6:00pm Fr. Ed Ciuba

FALL MASS SCHEDULEIS IN EFFECT! “To everything there is a season,

and a time for every purpose under heaven.”

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH CONFESSION: Saturday 4:30 pm (or by appointment) - Ecclesiastes 3:11
30 North Fullerton Avenue WEElc(lEND Mass SCHEDULE “... ATIMETO BEHEALED..."
. Saturday: 5:00 pm ichael Brud h if | Ri
Montclair N] 07042 = Michael Bruder I, Anthony PacificoJr, Joel Rivera,
Sunday: 8:00 am | | 6:00 pm Carmen Kessler, leda Giles, Doreen Carson,
Indicates the Mass is livestreamed. WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: Lauren Ojido, Connie Romano, Maria Metzel,
Monday - Friday at 12:00 pm in Pope Francis Hall Eileen Burriss, Kevin Haber, Karen Potucek,

Frank Gallo, Jose Fidalgo Sr, Jaxson Rivera,
Carole DeCepoli, Oneida Fernandez, Michelina
Giuliano, Chester KarnasJr., Laura McGannon,

Joseph Carrier, Fabiola Fong, Kenneth Busku,
Rose Bruner, Edward T. Crowe, William Crowe,
Terry Henson, Robert Henson, John Rahilly,

Kent Riggs, Harriet Riggs, Jim Norris,

Gary Davila, Melba Espinoza, Kevin Cole,

Carlos Mario Moreno, Anne Cranja, Shannon Finnegan,
Jacob Rivera, Clara Rojas, Lindsay Trembulak,

Don Peters, Stefano Rum, Ayan Kapoor,

p y John Nicastro, Paolo Rum, Michael Munoz,
P R I E S I S Janice Rusnak, Kathie Cocca, Edwin Olsen,
Brittany S., Alex P, Robert Hildebrandt
Please contact the Parish office if you
would like to add someone to the sick list.

OCTOBER 25 5:00-6:00 PM B e

. _&- Recently Deceased
NOVEMBER 29 5:00-6:00 PM i T

faithful departed rest in peace.
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INFLUENCER

HEN WE HEAR THE WORD “INFLUENCER” TODAY,
W we often think of social media personalities with
thousands or even millions of followers. We imagine
people who create videos, share opinions, and shape trends.
| was intrigued the other day watching the news when the

reporter discussed how rapidly this “field” had grown and how
popular it has become, especially with our young people.

But long before the internet existed, the Church understood the
power of influence. Every disciple of Jesus is called to influence
the world — not through fame or popularity, but through love,
kindness, faithfulness, and the witness of a Christian life.

Every Catholicis called to be an influencer.

You do not need a large online following. You do not need
professional equipment. You do not need to be a theologian
or a public speaker. We simply need to recognize that our life
already communicates a message. The way we treat others,
the hope we carry, the forgiveness we offer, and the faith we
share all have the power to touch another person’s heart.

The world is hungry for authentic witnesses. Many people are
searching for meaning, belonging, and hope. They may never walk
into a church, read a religious book, or attend a lecture on theology.
But they may encounter Christ through us — through a conversation
at work, a gesture of compassion toward a neighbor, an invitation

to Mass, or a simple expression of faith during a difficult moment.

The first Catholic influencers were the apostles. They did not have
platforms, cameras, or social media accounts. They had something
far more powerful: an encounter with Jesus Christ. Their lives
were transformed, and they could not keep that transformation to
themselves. They shared what they had seen and experienced.

That same mission belongs to us.

Being a Catholic influencer begins with noticing the
opportunities God places before us. It may happen in our
families when we teach our children to pray. It may happen

in our friendships when we offer encouragement instead of
criticism. It may happen online when we share a message of
hope rather than negativity. It may happen in our parish when
we welcome someone who feels forgotten or disconnected.

Despite what we might see by some, even some clergy,
influence is not about drawing attention to ourselves. Christian
influence always points beyond ourselves to Christ.

A person who shares a Scripture verse that brings comfort,

a grandparent who passes on the faith to grandchildren,

a parishioner who invites someone back to church, a
volunteer who serves quietly, or a friend who listens with
compassion is practicing evangelization. These ordinary acts
become extraordinary when they are done with love.

In many ways, our parish and every parish depends on Catholic
influencers. The future of the Church will not be built only

by clergy, staff, or programs. It will be built by ordinary
Catholics who take ownership of their baptismal calling and
say, “God can use my life to bring His love to others.”

Imagine if every parishioner became a messenger of hope.
Imagine if every family became a place where faith was shared.

Imagine if every conversation became an
opportunity to reflect Christ’s kindness.

Imagine if every person who walked through our

doors felt seen, welcomed, and valued because

someone here chose to be a Catholicinfluencer.

The Church does not need more spectators.
It needs disciples. Today we ask:

> Who in my life needs encouragement?
>  Who needs an invitation?

> Who needs to see that faith is not simply a set of
beliefs but a relationship with a loving 6od?

We may never become famous. We may never have thousands
of followers. But we can become something far more
important: a person whose life leads others closer to Jesus.

The greatest Catholicinfluencers are not those who are most visible.
They are those whose lives quietly reveal the presence of God.

Let’s commit to be that influence ... To share that hope
... and to bring Christ into the world around us.

-F Bob
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Nawnina's In
Belleville, New

Cocktail Reception | Dinner 8 Dancing | Raffle & Wine Pull

HONOREE SPOTLIGHT:

Rev. Francis J. Burla

OR MORE THAN SIX DECADES,
FR. FRANCIS J. BURLA has

devoted his life to the priesthood
and the people he serves. Born
in Elizabeth and raised in Rahway,
he was ordained for the Archdiocese
of Newark on May 25,1963, at the
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.

After serving at St. Joseph’s in Bayonne,
St. Mary’s in Rutherford, and Most
Blessed Sacrament in Franklin Lakes,
Fr. Burla arrived at Immaculate
Conception in Montclair. Here, he
found a priestly home and became affectionately known as “Father B.”

For 45 years, Fr. Burla was a devoted presence in parish life. He celebrated the
sacraments, accompanied families through moments of joy and sorrow, and helped
generations grow in faith. His ministry also extended to Immaculate Conception High
School, where he taught, counseled, and supported students both in the classroom
and on the field. Through his work with the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and
the Men’s Ministry, he continued to welcome and guide people seeking a deeper
relationship with God.

Fr. Burla retired in 2011, but his service to the Church did not end there. At this year’s
Legacy Dinner, we are grateful to honor Father B for his faithful ministry, his joyful spirit,
and the lasting place he holds in the heart of our parish community.

TICKETS/
SPONSORSHIPS/
AD JOURNAL

50/50 TICKETS
NOW ON SALE!

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
and
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SEMINARY
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY,
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY
present

with Fr Chris Ciccarino

Thursdays | 12:30 pm
Madonna Hall

Utek3 OCT 15

Miracles in Jerusalem
“Go and wash in the
Pool of Siloam”

ek OCT 29

Jesus the Exorcist
“I€ it s bt\ the {-'mser of God
that | drive out demons..”

ek s NOV 5

The Lord of Nature
“'I‘mkiv\g the fve loaves
and two fsh..”

Week 6 NOV 12

Risen from the Dead

“Where, 0 death, is your victory?
Where, 0 death, is your sting?”



CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOLERS!

Something NEW is Coming to Immzi’gul'f

HIGH
SCHOOL
YOUYH
GROUVE

Friends - Fellowship - Food
Bring a friend.

4:30 pm

Madonna Hall
followed by 6 pm Mass

€COME SEE W
ITIS ALL ABO

Interested in becoming Catholic,
or learning more about the faith?

Are you an adult
interested in
Confirmation or
First Communion?

- .m-::;—l-v“

»btor fmd out more
_ — atImmaculate
: ,_Conceptlon Church!

-
— e ———

gem———— Contact the parish:

R OCIA@montclaircatholics.org
. — (973) 744-5650 | montclaircatholics.org

SUN|OCT 11 [

SING RING
PLAY Ui

If you love music and
want to include it in
your worship experience,
we need you!
HANDBELL CHOIR

Practice once a week,
Play for Mass when we are ready.
We need 12 people...you do not have to read
music, just be able to COUNT.
Music is marked for you.

ALLGOD'S CHILDREN

All ages welcome!
Sing, play musical instruments
Sing for10:30 Mass several times a semester.

CHERUB CHOIR

Part of Family Faith Formation
(Mary Peters, Coordinator)
We practice at 9:30 am
in the church on FFF days.

Sing for selected 10:30 am Masses.

CONTEMPORARY
PICK UP ENSEMBLE

Rehearse half an hour
before 6:00 pm Sunday Mass.

MEN'S ENSEMBLE

For any Youth or Men who just want to sing.

REHEARSAL DAYS AND TIMES:
To be determined, for each choir.

ALL SKILL LEVELS
ARE WELCOME!

Let's see what we can build for God's
Kingdom, with love and joyful music!
Email me, or stop by the organ after Mass...

Brenda Ferguson,
Organist / Director of Music
brenda.ferguson@montclaircatholics.org
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COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

MEMORIAL s B
Repairs & Advice l\ilontcﬁlal:irA North Jersey
533 Bloom: e. ve. 973-461—9942

Montclair
973-707-2667 wattsupelectric.nj@gmail.com

(OIS OIS HUIN | SSVANES I 362-766-8973

Independently Family Owned and Operated -
Since 1942 Masonry & Construction

62 GROVE STREET, MONTCLAIR, NJ ¢ o , Landscape Maintenance

Michael A. Caggiano, Design & Installation

Manager N.J. Lic. No. #4263 . . .
Residential & Commercial

973-744'6667 McMillanLandscape.com « 973-667-6655
ALEX & LEO

AUTO REPAIRS INC.

Collision Specialists Since 1945 R F , N &

Auto Body Repairs & Refinishing : H , M N EY

(973) 746-0855

FREE 63 No. Willow St.
DOWNLOAD! Montclair, NJ
(973) 744-6727
ROSE MONUMENT [ 48 REPAIRS
"A Legacy Carved in Stone”  COMPANY Amﬁg?davr;aligyal MASONRY DECK STEPS GUTTERS
Let us help honor your loved one’s memory. A WeFind& " :
We offer: Family Owned &JOPerated for 30 Years F'ox Lea ks ] i $1 500 0 FF 1
« Custom Monuments & Mausoleums Uppes Monselair. Ny 07043 \ ¢ Any New Roof, ]
. Engraving & Personalization RoyiMorchian « arh@truevalue.net : Chimne Deck :
« Cleaning & Restoration MALLORY’S 70N i Y. :
-Compassionate and Affordable Service ARMY ® = 1A i____'_‘_e_p_l‘i“_:?'_“_e_'ft_____‘:
Montclair Family Owned and Operated e ~ B 6 ------------ i
United Together In The Fight ROYA L P RO : 20 A) OFF 1
William Rose (o): 862-357-6200 | (c): 973-495-7733 Agalnst Bullying.. CONSTRUCTION | anvRoof, Chimney, |
RoseMonumentCompany.com Don’t Just Teach Klndness... i Gutters, Masonry,
RoseMonumentCompany@gmail.com BE KINDNESS! Call ERIC i Deck, Steps * Repairs E
www.MallorysArmy.com ! !
(973) 440-8657 the Owner. : SENIORS:VETERANS :
cathollcmatch
o « 732-589-9967
our mailing list! ‘.

Just send your email address . .
by text message: Text www.royalproconstructionnj.com

MALLORYSARMY to 22828 . )
to get started. Family Owned/Operated - Lic. #13VH0934200 - Bonded & Insured - 20+ Years

(REmeinamsm Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Parishioners Rich Stanton and June Raegner =9 INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!
Montclair, NJ

CONTACT ME
Kathy Zechello
973-746-1313
REALTORS info@stantonrealtors.com kzechello@jppc net| (774) 245-9057

HUGH M. MORIARTY FUNERAL HOME, INC.

— “Family Owned & Operated for Since 1945”
HUGH M. MORIARTY . 973.744.4346 * 76 Park St., Montclair, NJ 07042

are ready to help with your local real estate
needs. Founded in 1922, Stanton Company
o has been the broker of choice for generations.

49 N. Mountain Ave.

FUNERAL HOME Pre-arrange online at: www.moriartyfuneralhome.com

Hugh M. Mociarty Manager

" Hugh M. Moriarty, Jr., Manager Hugh M. Moriarty, 111 Proudly Supporting

NJ Lic. No. 3000 NJ Lic. No. 4912 Immaculate Conception Church

6037 St. Teresa of Calcutta, Montclair, NJ John Patrick Publishing Company - 1-800-333-3166 (www.jppc.net)
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