Immaculate Conception Church

49 Vreeland Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601

Immaculate Conception Parish Website: www.icchackensack.com * Email: immcon@verizon.net
Rectory Office: 201-440-2798 * Fax: 201-440-6756 * Religious Education Office: 201-440-2798
Open weekdays from 9:00am to 3:00pm or call for appointment

Parish Staff

Rev. Michael S. P. Trainor,
MDiv, ThM
Pastor

Rev. Brian Muzas
Weekend Assistant

Rev. Michael Otuwurunne
Priest Assistant

Susan Chinchar
Parish Secretary

Marivic Villanueva
Organist

Joseph Nasta
Cantor

Mission Statement
We, the Parish Community of Immaculate Conception, Hackensack, N.]., believe that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
of prime importance. We are committed to loving and serving Him by our love and care for all persons, creatures
and the earth, which is our home. We hope to achieve this gospel life by nourishing ourselves deeply with the
Eucharist and living the truth of His Word, so that we are empowered by Christ and the Spirit to embrace all, as we
have been embraced by Jesus.

Liturgical Celebrations Sacrament of Baptism
Saturday Eve: 5:00 pm Parents should meet with the priest prior to baptism.
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 noon Please call the rectory office.

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony
Couples should contact the parish priest at least one
year in advance.

Monday - Saturday: 8:30 am
Saturday after 8:30 am mass — Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal Novena Devotions

Parish Membership

If you are not registered officially as a part of the parish
family, please do it now at the parish office. You are
important to us and hopefully we are to you. Please
notify us of an address change or if you are moving out
of the parish.

Holy Day: 8:30 am, 12:15 pm & 7:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:30 pm
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, HACKENSACK, NJ

In my parish, there was once a new employee who frequently told me she was sorry for various imperfections
in her work. It could be a little tiring. I finally told her, “You know, you don’t have to say ‘sorry’ so often.” She
looked me right in the eyes and said, “Father, you’re right. 'm sorry.” Her ear-to-ear grin betrayed that she
enjoyed the irony — and that she would keep asking for forgiveness as often as she needed it. The Gospel
reading this week proclaims to us that God, in Jesus, delights in numerous requests for, and the granting of,
forgiveness. To Peter’s question, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as
seven times?” Jesus responds, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.” In other words, Peter,
stop counting. Christian life should be marked by a commitment to frequent forgiveness. God never tires of
forgiving us. His limitless love has overcome the power of vengeance, hatred, and division. We tap into that
each and every time we ask for forgiveness or extend it to another. How beautiful our hearts become when they
become accustomed to frequent forgiveness! How joyful and attractive become our marriages, families, and
parish communities! How light our souls feel when unburdened by the habit of keeping score.

Challenge: Name one thing, small or large, for which you could ask forgiveness from someone in your life.

Then do it.
Father John Muir

357 PRAYER REQUESTS

That God will relieve their suffering and restore
them to health. Please pray for: Kellie Salata, Kelly
Chinchar, Jessica, Daniel Breslin, Stanley, Joseph
Marrone, Anthony, Michael, Joseph, Jessica Esopo,
Steve, Audra, Bernadette, James Weiss, Baby Ford,
Rosemary Malangone, Elizabeth Malangone, Sue West,
Colleen Emery, Richard, Joan Russo, Christina Martin,
Mornia Evans, Valerie Valverde, Diana McGuckin,
Cheryl Prinjinski, Stephen West, Bryan Westfall, Cathy
Bruno, Anne Trainor.

dlollection Report

Due to early shipping deadlines because of the
holiday, the Collection Report will return next
week.

Budgeted Amount needed Weekly is $3,480.

Your generosity is most needed and greatly appreciated.

SCRIPTURAL REFLECTIONS ON STEWARDSHIP

“For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we
die for the Lord, so then, whether we live or die, we
are the Lord’s.”

This is the essence of stewardship — everything
we have and everything we are is a gift from
God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are
merely “stewards” of the gifts that God has
given us, especially our very own lives. Pray to
God, daily, and ask Him how He is calling you

to live the life that He intended for you.
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PRACTICING CATHOLIC
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY
MOMENTS

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mercy You Can Feel

“You qualify for forgiveness,” I heard the woman on the other
end of the phone tell me, and I surprised myself by starting to
weep. | had called the hospital system’s financial services
department to set up a payment plan on a balance I owed after
having some unexpected scans and tests. I was hoping to
minimize the dent our family’s savings took — transform one
devastating wallop into a series of more easily absorbed blows,
so to speak. Imagine my surprise when I realized the hospital
was pulling its punch. If you have ever had a financial debt
forgiven, you know the relief that came over me in that
moment. [t wasn’t until a little later that the guilt set in. [ know
so many people who have medical debt. Why was I able to get
out of paying, and they were not? But the cold, hard truth is
that I didn’t “get out” of anything. My insurance, for which I
pay, had given the hospital enough money to cover the true
cost of the procedures. That balance would merely have
increased the hospital’s profit. Make no mistake: capitalism
does not forgive. If you describe the Sacrament of
Reconciliation to someone unfamiliar with theology, chances
are they’ll think God is a chump. “You get to go in, say you’re
sorry, and leave — and everything’s just fine?”” someone once
asked me in disbelief. Well, yeah. That’s forgiveness. Real
mercy cannot be budgeted. It must be given recklessly,
extravagantly, against all reason. It must cost the giver. It must
scandalize any accountant worth his salt. And no one
“qualifies.” If I can’t wrap my head around the idea, it might
mean [’m stuck in a for-profit paradigm of justice. It might just
mean that I need to engage more in real mercy. Mercy I can
feel.



TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Monday, we celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross and on Tuesday we celebrate Our Lady of
Sorrows. Both are sorrowful days but joyful days at the same time. They both serve to remind us
of how much both our Lord Jesus Christ and His and our Blessed Mother Mary suffered on our
behalf. Christ died on the cross for our sake, to have our sins forgiven and to open the gates of
paradise for us. His mother stood by as a silent witness watching as her son died a horrific death,
knowing it needed to happen for our sake (not hers since she was sinless) and instead of holding
our sins against us knowing that is what put her son on the cross she chooses to love us and pray
for us daily. My brothers and sisters, knowing how much they have done for us, let us ask ourselves
how do we show our appreciation? What do we offer them in return? Are we willing to make
sacrifices out of love of them the way they did and do for us?

God Bless you and have a wonderful week, Fr. Michael
R L T T T B o T R R R R R R R R R R R

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.icchackensack.com

The gift of Bread & Wine for the first two
weeks of September has been given in
memory of Louise & John Hansen by Mr.
& Mrs. Raymond DeRiso.

—SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING—
for parish information including upcoming

events, hymns, sign up for electronic
giving, our weekly bulletin and more!

The gift of the Sanctuary Lamp for the
month of September has been given in
memory of Cecelia Jashembowski by Linda
J. Sylvestri.

HOLY HOUR
Our next First Friday Holy Hour is
October 2"9 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm in
church.

A Blessing for Grandparents

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, "Lord, if Dear God,

my brother sins against me, how often must |
forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus
answered, "l say to you, not seven times but
seventy-seven times." - Mt 18:21-22
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Bless the grandparents in our community. Stir in
them a sense of caring, thoughtfulness, and
kindness toward their preceding generations. Like
St. Ann and St. Joachim, inspire them to live lives
of brave faith and virtue. Give them and their
families warm memories, happy time, and bright
hope. Amen.



SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

(CALENDAR OF EVENTS I~

Weekend of September 26t"/27t
Second Collection for Utility Expenses

Friday, October 24
First Friday Holy Hour
6:30 — 7:30 pm in Church

Saturday, October 379
Annual Animal Blessing — 11 am

Sunday, October 4"
Rosary Society to recite the Rosary after
10 am Mass on Sunday — All are Welcome!

Weekend of October 17th/18th
Second Collection for World Mission
Sunday (Archdiocesan)

Recycle Old Ink and Toner Cartridges
There is a receptacle on the table in the back of
church for the small cartridges. Large ones can be left
under the table. If you have a bunch, please call the
rectory and we can arrange to meet you at the garage
doors and we can put them in the garage instead of
you lugging them into the church.

Readings 2 Weéek

Week of September 13, 2026
Mon: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38/Phil 2:6-11/
Jn 3:13-17
Tues 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 19:25-27
or Lk 2:33-35
Wed: 1 Cor 12:31-13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22/Lk 7:31-35
Thurs: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28/Lk 7:36-50
Fri: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15/Lk 8:1-3
Sat: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14/Lk 8:4-15
Sun: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt
20:1-16a

Thank you toour Advertisers|

Please support the advertisers

on the back cover.
They make our bulletin possible!!
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026

8:30 Sam LaDuca
By Mr. & Mrs. Philip Iacono

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

8:30 Alfred Policastro
By the Family

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2026

8:30 Katherine Spadavecchia
By Diane Kopec

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

8:30 James DeMeo
By Maryann Eckel

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2026

8:30 Michael Policastro
By the Family

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026
8:30 Barbara Ann Studley
By Gary & Rosanna Brugger

5:00 pm William & Matilda Vasak

& Bill Vasak
By the Family

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
8:00 For the People of the Parish

10:00 Annv. Cecelia Jashembowski
By Linda J. Sylvestri

12:00 Katherine Spadavecchia
By Grace Panagia

-GRANDMA & GRANDPA-



Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

. ] . www.MallorysArmy.com « (973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org
Make a Difference in Your Community It's easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. 6 Message and datartes may apply.

+ American
LW Red Cross

VOLUNTEER
J ?Ni:hdthe :\m:rican Refv Clros.ts AS K #W H ATS
oin today at redcross.org/Volunteer MYN AM E

- in remembrance of éij@éwm

STOP | ASK

SAMI vichiinForu

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

S
Sponsors can . ANYONEin the
offer promotionE\ % community, not only
discounts and/or Parishioners, can access
m Up-to-date contact E R realtime offers from their
information to the ..  favorite sponsors

ENTIRE community ~ to save, share & support
\

Chris Camizzi
Church Bulletin Representative
I’'m here to help your business
be noticed!

FuudingF ABER

Advertise your business in the
Church Bulletin

* In print, online and interactive app

* Reaches parish families and

e e visitors each week
ccamizzi@jppc.net

201-315-3840
www.jppcadvertising.com

* Constant presence keeps a strong
link between you and customers

* Well-read publication - a trusted

source
’ , JOHN PATRICK « Affordable Advertising - local,
/ publishing company, inc. targeted to community

597 Immaculate Conception - Hackensack, NJ (i) John Patrick Publishing Company 800-333-3166 www.jppc.net




G. THOMAS

eritile

UNERAL SERVICE

r

G. THOMAS GENTILE, SR., OWNER DIRECTOR - N.J. Lic. No. 3033 397 Union Street
JOSEPH GENTILE, MANAGER - N.J. Lic. No. 4279 Hackensack NJ
pd

VINCENT CABRERA, DIRECTOR (Se habla Espanol ) - N.J. Lic. No. 5078
Our Family Proudly Serving Your Family With a 487-1010 - 342-0017

Tradition of Trust, Comfort, Understanding and Experience. FAX: 487-0008

Steven L. Koestner, Pres., NJ-PE. & L.S., NY-L.S.
info@koestnerassociates.com

KOESTNER ASSOCIATES

Professional Engineers & Surveyors
Since 1914
www.koestnerassociates.com

201-342-6264

61 Hudson St., Hackensack, NJ 07601

/.

P

The Place
People Chat About

REPAIRS
SEEASINEETE  MASONRY - DECK - STEPS - GUTTERS

Electrical Services for the o epeyepeysyeyeyeyeyspeyspysyayEEpEySyEyEyES 515 Essex Street,
Transportation Sector I Hackensack, NJ 07601
973-777-4472 + 973-777-4822 $1500 OFF 201.820.4033

i Any New Roof, Chimney, i
i Deck Replacement . 410 Eagle Rock Ave,
West Orange, NJ 07052

973.736.1989

www.chitchatdiner.com

_________________________

——
! 1)
ROYA L P RO i Any %3 C{?mnoey,FG!:ters.
W -

SENIORS e VETERANS !
ey S, 732-589-9967

Take Back What is Rightfully Yours! * Wrongful Termination

P www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Free Consultation . .
Call: 1-866-275-1744 Family Owned/Operated - Lic. #13VH0934200 - Bonded & Insured - 20+ Years

www.rwapc.com Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

50 great years of serving you.
201-488-7777 » https:/lwww.toyotaofhackensack.cm

WHAT WOULD Jesuws DO?

/W X ¢ S fEN) = Spectrum
v y bt E[ I} ] dl 1 / ; ] l))’or Living
) ) LA N ) | B\ » Created by Families
‘ ‘ // / // ) 3 T N for Families

n ® f x
II.h I II. h i For your loved one
Ca o IC m q C - O 7 ; to experience the full richness
New Je rsey P : . “O 47 that life has to offer.

- . 7 forliving.
CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ e ooy om
597 Immaculate Conception - Hackensack, NJ (b) John Patrick Publishing Company 800-333-3166 | www.jppc.net
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