Holy Innocents Church

3455 West Bangs Avenue, Neptune, NJ 07753
Parish Office 732 922-4242

August 16, 2026 ~ 20'™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

-

O woman, great is your faith!
Letit be done for you as you wish.

MATTHEW 15:28



Parish Served By:

Fr. H. Todd Carter
Pastor

llllllllll |

Deacon John G. Klincewicz
Deacon Chris Ellis Jr.

MaryKate Sternik
Coordinator of Religious Education
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Mass Schedule

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00 AM (except some holidays)

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM

Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon, 5:30 PM

Traditional Latin Mass: 9:00 AM every first Saturday & 3:00 PM every third Sunday
Reconciliation: 2:30 - 3:30 PM on Saturday

Parish Membership

All new families are welcomed and encouraged to join Holy Innocents Parish as soon as possible
by contacting the Parish Office, or by submitting the online Registration Form at
www.holyinnocentschurch.net. As well, copies of your sacramental records should be provided to
the Office. In order to be recognized as a practicing member of the Parish, it is necessary to be
registered and show your presence and support by attendance at Mass, and through regular use
of your Offering Envelopes or use of Parish Giving electronic offering.

Baptism

Baptisms are celebrated the first and third Sundays of the month at 1:30 PM. Baptism Preparation
Class for parents is held the first Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. Please call the Parish Office
(x127) to arrange a Baptism or to schedule attendance of Baptism Prep Class.

Marriage
Parishioners must call the Parish Office (x127) NO LESS THAN 1 YEAR in advance of your desired

wedding date. Engaged Encounter or Pre-Cana Conference is required, and suggested 6 months
before the wedding. Sunday weddings are not celebrated in this parish.

Please Remember Holy Innocents Church In Your Will.
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MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, August 15, 2026

9:00 AM. TONY SILVA r/b Mary Kavookjian
JOE HOLSTON r/b Kati Gibbons
4:00 P.M. LORETTA KEATING r/b Her family

LOTTIE BARR r/b Ed Sawicki

SUNDAY, August 16, 2026

8:00 A.M. THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

10:00 AM. RAUL RODRIGUEZ r/b Pineda family
FRANK LIGATO r/b Sternik family

12:.00 P.M. KAREN KOPCAK r/b Jim & Carol Maliff
FRANCIS “FRANKIE” QUARTIER r/b Melango
family

3:00 P.M. INT OF FR. CARTER r/b Madonna House

5:30 P.M. RICHARD McCABE r/b Lorusso family

MONDAY, August 17, 2026
9:00 A.M. INT OF RONELDA KINSEY r/b Sternik family
ALFONSO BORJA r/b Reyes family

TUESDAY, August 18, 2026
9:00 A.M. RICHARD CONSOLI r/b Pat McLaughlin

WEDNESDAY, August 19, 2026
9:00 A.M.  AMA CHRISTY r/b Jeryl Maglio

THURSDAY, August 20, 2026
9:00 AM. INT OF BROTHER RALPH’S 60" ANNIV r/b
Sellinger family

FRIDAY, August 21, 2026
9:00 AM. INT OF MIMI & EDWIN FELICIANO r/b Jeryl
MAGLIO

SATURDAY, August 22, 2026

9:00 AM.  PAUL REPETTI r/b Jodi & family

4:00 P.M.  ED FLETCHER r/b Thaddeus Wargacki
MARGARET BUCKALEW r/b Bob & Terry
Dreeke

SUNDAY, August 23, 2026

8:00 AM. MARIE VALVANO r/b Her husband
TONY SILVA /b Bella Fiuza & Mary Grez
10:00 AM. THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
12:00 P.M. SUSAN WOLAK r/b Marlene & Walter Rapka
JENNIE MARIE PIAZZA r/b Her family
5:30 P.M. THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

Dear Parishioners,

I watched the latest Spider-man movie and I noticed
something that pricked my conscience. In this movie,
they first portray one character as a possible villain
before revealing who the real villain is. This would make
sense if the framed person was just misunderstood or
forced to do evil. However, the movie shows that the
framed person does all sorts of intrinsically and gravely
evil things like controlling people’s minds, putting them
in needless danger, possibly even killing them, showing
disregard for human life and cruelly taunting the hero of
the story. All of this is then excused because they have a
sad backstory and they are not as bad as the real villain.
(I'm doing my best to not ruin the movie for anyone.)

While I greatly enjoyed this film, I really think this is lazy
writing because it too easily excuses bad behavior. The
evil done by this person is direct and unforced. Yet, the
movie expects the audience to completely side with this
person because they were wronged in the past. Empathy
(which is being able to understand and share thoughts
and feelings of another person) replaces reason and once
you do that anything could be permissible given the right
circumstances. It is why someone might side with a
friend or relative in an argument even knowing they are
wrong.

Empathy cannot be the basis of morals because it can
lead us into doing or supporting immoral acts. Just
because you love someone does not mean they are
perfect people. In fact, if you really love them, you
should desire their flourishing which includes growing to
be a better person. The real basis of all morals is the God
Himself who gives everyone whether you like them or not
a basic dignity that cannot be violated. Empathy cannot
be impartial because it naturally plays favorites and even
leads to injustice when we more highly favor people who
are already like us. Catholic author Flannery O’Connor
pointed this out when she said, “In the absence of faith,
we govern by tenderness. And tenderness long cut off
from the source of tenderness, ends in terror- in forced
labor camps and in the fumes of the gas chamber.”

It is possible to have morally gray and even evil
protagonists in a movie. Some of the best movies and
television ever produced focus on characters like this.
However, a line is crossed when a movie or TV show
goes out of its way to treat poor behavior as unimportant
or even good under a relativistic outlook. When that
happens the people who produce this entertainment are
showing their own morally bankrupt outlook and forcing
it onto the story.

God Bless!

. Copten
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HOLY INNOCENTS CHURCH HOLY INNOCENTS CHURCH
2026-2027 Registration is INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?

OPEN

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION I ‘ LIGIOUS EDUCATION .

REQUIREMENTS ROLES

-Catechists (Teachers)

fmp MJ -Virtus Tra_ining |
P ,\p {LM -Fingerprints/ -Classroom Aides
{’" Background Check -Hall Monitors

L i 1 1 i 3 .
we will reimburse you! -Confirmation Facilitators

WHAT ARE THE CLASS OPTIONS?

Sunday Morning (weekly Sept - early May)
Monday Family Program (once a month Sept - May)
. . Monday Confirmation (weekly Sept - March)
& Nméy Foilh. %M@
SCAN HERE WITH YOUR PHONE TO

COMPLETE THE INTEREST FORM

Running from June 20 to September 21

Lists & info available in the Church, QUESTIONS?
CONTACT THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
Parish Office, & on Facebook 732- 922 - 4242
DRoberts@holyinnocentschurch.net
DRoberts@holyinnocentschurch.net MKSternik@hoelyinnocentschurch.net MKSternik@holyinnocentschurch.net

—

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal

Thank you to those parishioners who have already pledged or donated to the 2026 ACA.
We ask that every parishioner prayerfully consider how they will help the Parish to reach
all of its incentive goals in order to receive the maximum benefit from the ACA. These are
some examples: *the sooner goal is reached and pledges are paid in full, *all pledges

being paid in full by the end of this calendar year, *an increase from last year in the number
of donors, *surpassing the assigned goal (because 50% of anything raised over goal comes
back to the parish).

Holy Innocents Parish 2026 Progress (as of 8/7)

L.VE that J( \:'llll

Goal: $49,000. ]
Strengthens Sustains

Pledged: $65,116. (133%)

Paid: $63,313. (129%)

Total Donors: 205 (256 necessary for increased :
participation incentive) W Diocese of Trenton « Annual Catholic Appeal
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The Diocese of Trenton is committed to the initiatives outlined in
the U.S. Bishop's Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People in regard to the reporting and investigation of sexual abuse
allegations involving minors. If you were abused by a member of
the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or if you
know of someone who was, you can report that abuse through the

diocesan Abuse Hotline. PROMISE TO

PROTECT
To report the sexual abuse of minors call
1-888-296-2965 3 o il
or email abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org F

HEAL

Please note: The Diocese of Trenton reports any allegations of
sexual abuse to the appropriate law enforcement agencies. Anyone
with an allegation is also encouraged to provide that information to
local law enforcement authorities.

Holy Innocents Church
Online Rosary Group

. H
meets Monday thru Friday at 10 am (\f
online or over the phone. Please contact k! !:"
kathy.lynch65@gmail.com for information. \'\ "/

NO COMMITMENT NECESSARY
COME WHEN YOU CAN

You can also pray in-person Rosary (begins at 8:25
am) Monday thru Saturday before 9 am Mass in the
Church.

Holy Innocents Respect Life Committee

New members are always welcome to our ministry!
Contact: joanneabatemarco@gmail.com

August 22" and 237 we will host a “Baby Feet
Magnet” weekend! Members of the Committee will
speak briefly at Masses. Baby Feet car magnets will
be available and we will accept free-will donations
to off-set our cost and to further our Pro-Life
ministry here in the parish and local community as
we strive for “Equal Rights for Babies in the
Womb”. Thank you for your continued support and
God bless you!

“The right to life is the first among human rights. To
abort a child is to kill someone who cannot defend
himself.” -Pope Francis 5/7/2013

Mary Queen of Knights Council #816

Catholic gentlemen 18 years and older
can join online at www.kofc.org/join.
Use promo code Blessed McGivney for
one year of free membership. Our
local Council is #816.

Join us to pray the Rosary Tuesday
evenings, 7 pm in the chapel at Holy
Innocents Church.

Attention: Ladies of the Parish

" Holy Innocents Altar Rosary
Society invites you to be a fellow
Rosarian. Join us to bear witness

s to the love of God and His Most
JBIessed Mother. The Altar Rosary
Society provides fellowship and
service to the Lord and our com-
munity. New members are always
wdlwelcome! Call Maria 848 702-1811

47

St. Vincent dePaul Society

The St. Vincent dePaul Society is an all-
volunteer organization that provides financial
assistance to our neighbors for rent, utilities
and other basic necessities. The help provided
is only possible through the very generous
donations from our parishioners.

If assistance is needed, please call our help line
and leave a message 732 922-4242 x124.

Non-perishable food items, paper products,
personal hygiene products and cleaning
supplies are available from our Pantry.

Pantry Times
Immediately AFTER the following Masses:
Saturday 4 pm ~ Sunday 10 am & 12 Noon
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PLEASE PRAY FOR

Lydia Silva, Joanne Librie, Kyle
Addeo, Riley Grace, Joseph Breaud,
Lisa Varian, Peter Vallas, Dave

Corcione

Don’t take a vacation from Mass
== while you travel. Visit

MassTimes.org for

" the schedule of Catholic

Masses around the country.

TRADITIONAL
LATIN MASS WITH
GREGORIAN CHANT

NCMENT
¥

Come celebrate the Traditional Latin mass
with us. These masses are offered every
third Sunday of the month.

Holy Innocents Church

Nelptuq‘e, MNJ

August 16™ at 3 pm
If you have any questions, please contact
Fr. Carter at toddcarterpriest@gmail.com

Weekly Collections
July 19™ $8,114. (includes electronic)
$2,855.  (LaSalette Missions)
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9:30 am - 9:00 pm

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

MONDAY FIRST FRIDAY
ST. ROSE, BELMAR HoLY INNOCENTS, NEPTUNE
7:00 - 8:00 pm 9:30 am - 2:00 pm
WEDNESDAY ST. MARK, SEA GIRT

ST. MARGARET, 11:00 am - 1:45 pm
SPRING LAKE

600~ 11585 am ST. DENIS, MANASQUAN
WEDNESDAY 9:30 am - 2:00 pm
ASCENSION, ASCENSION, BRADLEY BEACH
BRADLEY BEACH 7:00 - 8:00 pm

8:30 am - 8:00 pm ST. THOMAS MORE
WEDNESDAY MANALAPAN

CHURCH OF 9:00 - Noon

EPIPHANY,

BRrRiCcK . .

3:00 - 6:00 pm It is good for us to spend time
THURSDAY before the Tabernacle, to feel the
HoLY INNOCENTS, gaze of Jesus upon us.
NEPTUNE

- Pope Francis

+

Parish Office Hours

Monday thru Thursday, 8 am-4 pm (in-person)
Friday, 7 am-3 pm (by email)
parishoffice@holyinnocentschurch.net

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults
is the process of entering the Catholic Church
for those who have never been baptized, or have
been baptized in another faith and wish to become
Catholic. It is also for baptized Catholics who
have not received the rest of their sacraments.

If you are interested in joining the class which
will start this fall, please contact Fr. Carter now:

toddcarterpriest@gmail.com

Schedule for the Coming Week

Sat., Aug. 15 2:30 pm Confessions
Sun., Aug. 16 1:30 pm Baptism
Tue., Aug. 18 7:00 pm K of C Rosary in the chapel
Thur., Aug. 20 9:30 am-9:00 pm Adoration

7:00 pm AA Open Meeting (Bldg 2)
Fri., Aug. 21 5:00 pm Board Game Night (Bldg 2)
Sat., Aug. 22 2:30 pm Confessions
Sun., Aug. 23 3:00 pm TLM
Tue., Aug. 25 7:00 pm K of C Rosary in the chapel
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DEL NEGRO & SENFT Eeleiuglelileliglei(e§
EYE ASSOCIATES New Jersey ?
Ralph G. Del Negro, DO  Carl J. Senft, MD : .

Marina Glatman, MD Funeral Home

Tina V. Shah, OD - Patricia E. Carniglia, OD « Gabrielle Tull-Lewis, OD

1809 Corlies Ave., Suite 1, Neptune, NJ 07753
Rt. 33, Neptune, NJ

732-774-5566 ¢ DSeye.com
(OFFICE LOCATIONS IN NEPTUNE, RED BANK & BRICK)

1/2 block east of Holy Innocents - Convenient to the Parkway and Rt. 18
(732) 918-6650

Shah: OA 6600, OM 2700 Carnigia: 0A 7400, OM 8100 Tull-Lewis: OA 0000, OM 7400
Michael J. Ely, Director, NJ Lic. No. 4729
James M. Moriarty, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 5080

Locally owned and operated
CatholicMatch.com/ by the Ely Family for four generations.

dateNJ www.elyfuneralhome.com

CONNECTING ?
x M o R GA N bl::li:t?':::sto ”Ccm igb%xm}ﬁsin95925e:rs!”
&

Real Estate

Weichert -

AllUnder One Roof.  Ciesng Senvices

WEDOITALL, o
GUARANTEEDI "o

$5,000 Closing Date Guarantee 0:732-974-1000
Weichert.com/WeDoltAll www.matthew-killea.weichert.com

WATERPROOFING i realtime! All Around Roofing & Siding

INSIDE & OUTSIDE REPAIRS « OUTSTANDING WARRANTIES
2nd Generation/Insured/NJ Lic. #13VH01176200
818 16th Avenue - Belmar, NJ 07719

732-280-6530

Ocean Funeral Home~
Celebrating a Life Well Lived -

- ; el

All Work Guaranteed Fully Licensed & Insured ‘_:‘C .' :-'.E

732-777-7888 2130 Highway 35
www.morganwaterproofing.com | - ;. FvB FR | Ocean,Njo07712
. Y

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY 732-508-7899

IN TH E co M M U N ITY e Chapel Seating up to 250 Lindsey
Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish! sl Eenusiae Calvo

- Preplanning Benefits .
CONTACT ME - Renovated Modern Facility NJ Lic.
Marva Allen-Campbell

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

« Monument Sales No. 5474
e 100% Service Guarantee

oceanfuneralhome.com

732-534-1842 | mallen-campbell@jppc.net

Famlly Owned and FREE INSPECTION
Operated Since 1987 g @ 0, Licensed & Insured

99

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
OUNDATION REPAIR GEORGIAN -

™
RE 732-308-9988 i [Ehehil :
www.RightwayWaterproofing.com U YRR

608 Church of the Holy Innocents, Neptune, NJ (inside) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net




, All Around JERSEY SHORE FLORIST

Handyman Services ~ &3 Flowers For All Occasions
FUNERAL HOME “Much More Than A Handyman” 732-775-2233

Insured, NJ Lic. #13VH01176200

Kevin C. 0’Brien, Manager 818 16th Avenue « Belmar, NJ 07719 \/m Rick Donofrio, Parishioner

| HERAEE 732-280-6530 2300 Route 33
www.obrienfuneralhome.com
2028 Highway 35  Wall, NJ 0
T3449-6900 AU c’s LIFE
. ITALIAN - AMERICAN A1y Greatest of God’s Gifts
Family Owned . MADONNA HOUSE

-Family First- RESTAURANT

Established 1947

Famlly Operated 60 Main St., Bradley Beach

Local Mother
Child Resource Center
FREE with Referral, Required
Zero Government Funded

732-774-8225

In-Home Senior Care VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We provide all kinds of assistance, % : DONATIONS ACCEPTED
from personal care to light

housekeeping. We keep seniors in (Ii(omfog 1401 7th Ave. Neptune N]
their own homes and enable them F . - -

to live independently. Et':;:'g;:ﬁ 732 988 0400 732-775-1140

Location Hours:
7:30am to 5:30pm
Mon - Fri

www.themadonnahouse.com
732-530-3636

697 Broad Street #202 Roo FI NG ® CH I M N EYS
ful]-licensed and insured S MASONRY = GUTTERS > DECKS

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey We Find and FiX LeakS’
Serving Holy Innocents Parish

Since 2001

| EXPERT CHIMNEY
- & ROOFING

3 | 20% OFF $1 500 OFFI
I ANY ROOF, ll ANY 1
: CHIMNEY, GUTTER, | ! NEW ROOF |

'] MASONRY REPAIR X 1
| e seniors , REPLACEMENT

L 215 Essex Avenue
- Spring Lake, NJ 07762
R pres ;-"{:}-n PO

(732) 749-3092

Contact us today for compasswnate assistance in choostng
| your final resting place.
Y Plan today for peace of mind tomorrow.

Family Owned & Operated
Lic. #13VH11097900

T .
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