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271t SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Ouvur Faith in Action

SAVE THE DATE
Holy Family Parish
Sunflower Soiree
Sunday Sept. 20th Noon-3
sage.  Parish Hall
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Collections:

August 23 1st for parish support
2nd for Specific religious
community

August 30 1st for parish support

September 6 1st for parish support

2nd for Fuel

MASS%!enfzbzz.s

AUGUST 22 to AUGUST 30

SATURDAY, August 22 Vigil

5:00 p.m. Bette Ann Doyle (11th
anniversary) offered by
sister Pegg Dragon

215t Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 23

8:15am Raymond Morawski
offered by son Steve and
Susan

11:00 am Robert Percy (birthday

remembrance) offered by
daughter Pam and Marty

DAILY MASS IN PARISH HALL

Monday, August 24

8:00 am NO MASS UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

Friday, August 28

8:00 am NO MASS UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

Saturday, August 29 Vigil

5:00 pm Phil Gusek (10th
anniversary) offered by parish

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 30

8:15am Rev. Francis Walsh offered
by parish

11:00 am John Bobola




DATE | MASS | LECTOR | USHERS

) Diane
Aug 22 | 5:00 pm DeMoss
8:15 am | Barbara Leja Mel Scuderi
Aug 23 1;;20 Lisa Edinger Dave Norton
Aug 29 | 5:00 pm | Ginny Hardie
. Christine .
Aug 30 8:15 am Lindberg Steve Morawski
11:00 Jo-Anne Dave Norton
am Auclair

(Daily Mass suspended for the time)

Confessions

Saturday 4:15 pm to 4:45 pm
Sunday 7:30 am to 8:00 am

Appointments may be made for
confession if the above times are not

convenient. Please call.
+

Pastor: Fr. Ron Sadlowski
413-862-4418

Faith Formation Director:
Deb Bogoff 413-888-7412

St. Thomas Cemetery
Please contact the Parish Office

Office Hours
No Set Times
Please call, leave a voice message or e-mail
Holy Family Parish Contact Info
Phone: 413-862-4418 (leave message)
NEW email: parish@holyfamilyrussell.org
Parish Website: holyfamilyrussell.org
Baptisms and Marriages:

Please call the office at 413-862-4418 to schedule.

To request a Mass Intention, please call or email
the parish office.

New Parishioners: Welcome!
Please see Fr. Ron or contact the Parish office
to register.

WEEKEND Mass Schedule:

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.

Sunday Masses:
8:15 am and 11:00 am

Daily MORNING Mass on DAYS LISTED
If a holiday occurs on either day, no Mass

that day

Monday and Friday: 8 am

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Surveys are to some web sites like ants to picnics.
Part of life and hard to avoid. But if Jesus gets
involved in anything, even a survey, we have to pay
attention. We just heard (or read about) Our Lord
conducting a survey of His chosen men.

First, the locale. Usually significant in the gospels.
We’re in Caesarea Philippi, a predominantly
Gentile city north of Palestine. Originally known as
Panias because of a shrine built there to honor the
god, Pan. When Herod the Great’s son Philip
became tetrarch, he rebuilt the city and named it
Caesarea to honor Tiberius the emperor...He
cleaned and dressed it up (not with a ballroom) and
added his name so the emperor would know it.

So here, among impressive Roman marble and
plentiful statues of pagan gods, Jesus asks the
Apostles two important questions:

“Who do men say that I am?”” and then “Who do
you say that [ am?”

We can assume a stunned silence from the group
and then a list of possibilities before Peter pipes up,
as he is wont to do, with the correct answer: “Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God!” “Wow!”
we think.

“Peter sure got it right!” And Jesus wholeheartedly
agrees. (Try to remember this scene next Holy
Thursday night, when Peter vehemently denies
Jesus to the servant girl in the high priest’s garden
when she confronts him hovering by the fire.)

Jesus rightly pinpoints the source of Peter’s insight
as the Holy Spirit within him. Then He gives Peter




the keys to the kingdom, with power and authority
of office that begins here and brings us right to Leo
XIV from Chicago!

Rather than defend the papacy to all sorts of critics
out there in cyberspace, I’d rather reflect on what
St. Peter’s answer to Christ means for you and me.
But what does it mean? Certainly, the endurance of
the Church for more than twenty centuries comes to
mind. That plus the comfort of knowing with
certainty the Church’s purpose. The realization that
its central truths about Jesus are forever. That no
other plan on how to live is as responsive to God’s
will as that of Christianity. Certainly, I must add
that we are part of the only Church with a pope as
successor to Peter.

But now comes the question right at you and me
this summer Sunday. Who do you say Christ is?
Your answer and mine determine everything. We
shouldn’t need a survey to tell us. Allow me to
close with a quote that fits the situation: “The true
Christian is a person who is right-side-up in a world
that is upside down.”

God love you and give you His peace.

SAVE THE DATE AND TIME

Bishop William Byrne is coming to us for
a pastoral visit on SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 29 TO CELEBRATE
WITH US THE 11:00 AM MASS. More
details will be forthcoming.

MISSION COOPERATION PROGRAME 2026

On the weekend of August 22-23, | will have the
privilege of visiting your parish on behalf of the
Diocese of Torit, South Sudan, to share our

annual Mission Cooperation Appeal.

The Diocese of Torit, established in 1983, serves

a people whose faith has remained steadfast

3

despite decades of conflict, displacement, and
hardship. Today, as our communities continue
to rebuild, the Church remains a source of

hope, reconciliation, and spiritual strength.

In recent years, we have been blessed with a
growing number of priestly vocations. While this
is a great sign of God's grace and the vitality of
the local Church, it also brings the responsibility
of ensuring that our priests have the means to
sustain their ministry. This year's appeal seeks
your support for an investment project that will
provide a stable and sustainable source of
support for our clergy, enabling them to
confinue serving God'’s people faithfully, even

in the midst of difficult circumstances.

Your prayers, your presence, and your generous
financial support will make a lasting difference.
Together, we can help build a stronger and
more self-sustaining Church in South Sudan,
ensuring that our priests can continue
proclaiming the Gospel, celebrating the
sacraments, and accompanying the faithful for

many years to come.

| look forward to meeting you personally and
sharing more about the life and mission of our
Church in South Sudan. Thank you for your
prayers, your kindness, and your generous
support. May God abundantly bless you and

your families.

With gratitude and God'’s blessings,
Fr. Richard Augustine Oduor

Catholic Diocese of Torit, South Sudan
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