CHURCH OF THE INFANT SAVIOUR
22 Holland Avenue, Pine Bush, NY 12566

Tel: Parish Office (845) 744-2391

Fax: (845) 744-5938

Religious Ed Office (845) 744-9944

website: www.infantsaviour.org

email: infsavpb@hvc.rr.com

August 23, 2026

Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our Lady of the Valley, Walker Valley

Infant Saviour, Pine Bush

Please remember our parish in your prayers.

Father S. Niranjan Rodrigo, Pastor
Deacon Frank Rose

Parish Trustees: Dr. Richard Reich

Mr. Paul Rouis
Parish Council Chair: Mrs. Nancy Finnegan
RCIA Ministry: RCIA Team

Religious Education: Sister Shinty Antony, Director

Parish Secretary: Ms. Marie Friscia
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday are from
9:00AM - 2:00PM

MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday Evening: 5PM-Pine Bush

Sunday: 8:00 AM — Walker Valley

9:30AM & 11:15AM — Pine Bush

Daily Masses: 8:00AM Monday through Sat. — Pine Bush
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 4:00-4:30 in the Church and by
appointment.

DEVOTIONS:

Miraculous Infant Jesus of Prague Novena - after Friday
8:00AM Mass -- Every third Friday Anointing of the Sick
during the Novena

Miraculous Medal Novena - after Wednesday 8:00AM Mass
Marian Prayer Group — 2" & 4t Wednesdays, 10:30AM,

in the Queen of Angels Chapel. Enter by office door
Eucharistic Adoration — Frist Friday of the Month: 9am to 1:30pmin the
main Church. For the National Eucharistic Revival: Wednesday and
Friday momings between 7:30am and 8:00am also on Saturday from
4:00pm to 5:00pm and Benediction. NEW: Adoration is also being held
the First Monday of each month in the Queen of Angels Chapel. Between
10am and 4pm. Enter by the office door.

INFANT BAPTISMS:
Any 2nd or 4th Saturday of each month at 12 Noon. Please
call the Rectory at 744-2391 ext. 10

Baptism Catechesis: Any parents who are having their
children baptized and have been directed to attend a class
should make an appointment with the parish office at least one
month before the baptism takes place. Godparents may also
attend.

ADULT BAPTISMS:

We use the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.

THE HOMEBOUND are visited regularly. To arrange a visit,
please call the Parish Office at 744-2391

MARRIAGES: Please call the Rectory 744-2391 for an
appointment at least six months prior to the desired date. No
date will be given until the couple has met with Fr. Niranjan or
Deacon Frank.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS

Court Infant Saviour #2780 — Regent Nancy Finnegan and
Vice Regent Gillian Batchasingh. Meets the First Sunday of
every month at 12:30pm in the CCD Classroom bldg.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

MONSIGNOR JAMES CONLAN COUNCIL #5329

Grand Knight Christopher Welch and Deputy Grand Knight
William Cronin. Meets the second Thursday of the month
7:00pm in the War Veterans hall at 161 Center St., Pine Bush,
NY. Email — kofc5329@hvc.rr.com

Please shut off Cell phones when entering the Church.
Also respect other parishioners who may be in prayer, by
being silent! Thank you and God Bless!
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Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026

Mass Intentions
Sat: 8:00 AM: Philip Di Sorvo for Healing
(Requested by Shelley Mantello)
5:00 PM: Bob Turnbull
(Requested by Anne Turnbull)
Sun: 8:00 AM: Ralph & Marie Sheehan Sr.
(Requested by Sue Sheehan)
9:30 AM: Patricia Finn
(Requested by Joanne Livermore)
11:15 AM: Margaret Sexton
(Requested by Susan Laracy)
Mon: 8:00 AM: Brian Bennett
(Requested by Catherine Bennett)
Tues: 8:00 AM: PattyAnn Stackpole
(Requested by her Husband, Ed)
Wed: 8:00 AM: Helga & Bill Bennett
(Requested by Catherine Bennett)
Thurs: 8:00 AM:
Fri: 8:00 AM: Carlos Villafane
(Requested by his Sister, Iris)
Sat: 8:00 AM: Philip Di Sorvo for Healing
(Requested by Shelley Mantello)
5:00 PM: Beverly Corcoran
Week of August 30, 2026
Sun: 8:00 AM: Victoria Freire
(Requested by Patricia Carluccio)
9:30 AM: Denise Samuels (for healing)
(Requested by Gillian & Jimmy)
11:15 AM: Patricia Finn
(Requested by the Landon Family)

I —

The Mass book for 2026 still‘has pleniy of
dates available for your request.

The Mass book for 2027 has arrived and
now available for your special intentions.

Donations for a Mass or Sanctuary Lamp
is $15.00 per requested date. Thank you
and God Bless

Collections 2026

Aug. 15: Feast of Assumption $793.00
Aug. 16: Weekly Collection $4905.36
Aug. 16: Donation for Maintenance $2500.00

Collection Schedule:
Aug. 23: Weekly Collection
Aug. 30: Weekly Collection/Parish Maintenance

Please pray for the sick: Jeanie Kae, Joseph Manfredi, Matteo,
George Rescigno, Matthew Schaffner, William Meyers, Kurt
Schaffner, Thomas Fitzsimmons, Michael Phillip, Trevor Holts, Fran
Hodges, Karleen Hillsman, Jarrett Winum, Robin Masiero, Al
Masiero, Baby Sydney, Catherine Veluta, Miriam Vasseur, Nicholas
Loeser, Nancy Askin, Kathleen Martinez, Theresa Caputo, Mary Eff,
Laura Beck, Yari Marrero, James Bonner, Matthew Rubino, Londa
Mandile, Morgan Adkins, John Paragus, Samantha Corti, Martin
Dushaj, Michael Carroll, Jill, Mark Silverstein, Pat Prohach, Marian
Burinix, Janet Barbieri, Heather, Turner Schmorger. James Mikhail,
Mary Pyle, Katrina Stern, Paul Feeley, Peggy Ingrassia, Ken
McMillan, John Ameo, Michael, Bobbie Viteri, George Dusha,
Patrick McCabe, Sheila Healy, John, Mark Alan Greenburg, Margaret
Donato, and Victoria Guarracino, Ellis, Arline Brack, Fran, Melissa
Mazzio, Baby Connor, Denise, Baby John Miller, Shepard Farah,
Gorge Steinhilber. Frank Maresca, Richard Cooper, Baby Nora Field,
Connie Latimer, Joel Garcia, Garry Reebe, Alexa D. Ellie Voss

PLEASE REMEMBER- our men and women who serve in the armed
forces and their families in your prayers: Ed Ryan (Iraq); Chris Corti
(US Air Force); Sean Patrick Barry (Marines), Louis Springer (Navy);
John Broughal (Air Force), Captain Caitlin Conley (Fort Bragg, NC),
James Grabinski (US Air Force), Eddison Parris (Camp Lejeune,
NC); Francis Pascucci (USMC), Michael Haffner (Airforce), Heather
Owney (Army), Christopher Chase (Navy), Andrew Starke (Army),
Alex Hyde Goudreau (Army),Matthew Wilkins (Air Force), Zachary
Sawitsky (Marines),Jake Sawitsky (Marines), Aaron Nahs (Air
National Guard), Matthew (Air Force), Casey Fay (Army), Brian
Daniel Gray (Marines), Devin Masiero (Marines), William Lacovara
(Air Force), Gerardo Balsa (Air Force), Matthew Cruver (Air Force
National Guard). Michael Balsa (Marines), Raphael Rispoli (Coast
Guard), Tony DeLaura (NY Air Guard), and Deanna Nahs (NY Air
Guard), Drew Parry (USMC), Tanner Stueber (US Army)

Albert Rein Il (Air Force).

Dear Parents or Guardians, for overactive toddlers or
children who are not temporarily coping during Mass,
please sit in the Mother's Chapel. This Chapel is meant
for children and soundproof to the rest of the
congregation. However, you will still be able to hear the
God Bless!
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First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23

Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace: "I
will thrust you from your office and pull you down from your
station. On that day | will summon my servant Eliakim, son
of Hilkiah; I will clothe him with your robe, and gird him with
your sash, and give over to him your authority. He shall be
a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house
of Judah. | will place the key of the House of David on
Eliakim's shoulder; when he opens, no one shall shut,
when he shuts, no one shall open. | will fix him like a peg in
a sure spot, to be a place of honor for his family."

Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm: 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of
your hands.

| will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart for you
have heard the words of my mouth; in the presence of the
angels | will sing your praise; | will worship at your holy
temple.

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of
your hands.

| will give thanks to your name, because of your kindness
and your truth: When | called, you answered me; you built
up strength within me.

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of
your hands.

The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, and the proud
he knows from afar. Your kindness, O LORD, endures
forever; forsake not the work of your hands.

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of
your hands.

Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How inscrutable are his judgments and how
unsearchable his ways! For who has known the mind of the
Lord or who has been his counselor? Or who has given the
Lord anything that he may be repaid? For from him and
through him and for him are all things. To him be glory
forever. Amen.

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

You are Peter and upon this rock | will build my Church
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he
asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He
said to them, "But who do you say that | am?" Simon Peter
said in reply, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God." Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are you, Simon

son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my heavenly Father. And so | say to you, you are
Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. | will
give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then he strictly
ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
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Order of Christian Initiation

OCIA Are you interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith, becoming Catholic
or completing the Sacraments of Initiation -
Baptism, Holy Eucharist and/or
Confirmation? If you are considering the
next step on your spiritual journey in your
relationship with Jesus and becoming
Catholic we invite you to join our OCIA
program. We will meet Mondays from 6-
7PM beginning, October 5th culminating in
reception into the church at Easter Vigil
2027. We welcome anyone interested in
learning more about becoming Catholic and
becoming fully initiated into the Catholic
church through the sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist to contact the
parish office to register.




nelig ious Dear Parents,

) Here we are, to start a new catechetical year 2026-27. And our
Educﬂtlon Religious Education Team is ready to welcome our children to a
New Year with Jesus. “That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this
we proclaim concerning the Word of life.” (1Jn.1.1). We will try
our best to share His Word with our children in various
interesting ways. See you soon. May the Lord bless your families throughout this new school year.

A special ‘Thank You and Blessings’ to the Religious Education Team- our Staff, Teachers
& Volunteers! Sr. Shinty Antony, DRE

Please mark your calendar with the following dates for the New Catechetical Year 2026-27:
The Religion Classes’ beginning Dates and the Parents’ Meetings:
Tuesday, Sept.8t"
- PBE 2"4. 5th [evel — First day of Classes(3:00pm-4:30pm)
- Parent Meeting @ 3:30pm. At least one Parent must attend.
Wednesday, Sept.9t"
- EJR 2rd. 5th T evel — First day of Classes (3:00pm-4.30pm)
- Parent Meeting @ 3:30pm. At least one Parent must attend.
Sunday, Sept.13™"
- 1%t Level - First day of Classes (10:30am- 11:30am)
-1’ Level Parent Meeting at 10.15am in the Large Class Room. At least one Parent must attend.
Monday, Sept. 14t
- 6th 7th 8th T evels — First day of Classes (7:00pm-8:15pm)
- 8t Level Parent/Student meeting @ 7:00pm. Pls arrive 10mnts early. At least one Parent must attend
Monday, Sept. 28"
- 6™ & 7™ Level Parent meeting @ 7.00pm. Pls arrive 10mnts early. At least one Parent must attend. 6™
Level “Bible Workshop” is at the end of the meeting.
Sunday, Sept.20™" —The Catechists make their Commitment @ 11.15 Mass. All are welcome to attend.

Connect with Catholic Engaged Encounter Start With a Strong Foundation What is Catholic Engaged
i Encounter? A pre-cana marriage preparation weekend to help you
Q@ and your fiancé prepare for life together as husband and wife. Our in-
A person weekend retreat is an alternative program that fulfills the pre-
engaged cana requirements of the Archdiocese of New York and other
encounter dioceses. Catholic Engaged Encounter of Lower Hudson Valley has
been supporting engaged couples for over 50 years! “A Wedding is a
Day, A Marriage is a Lifetime:
Who We Are and What We Do e Pre-cana marriage prep with interactive presentations; self-reflection; and couples’
dialogue. ® Presented by married couples who give witness to the Church’s core teaching and values on the Sacrament. ®
Endorsed and approved by the Catholic Church from the Vatican to dioceses and local parishes worldwide. ® Gain the
tools for a healthy and successful marriage. Effective and open communication is one central point of the weekend.
Look at your relationship in a focused, intimate, and faith-centered way. ® Emphasis is on promoting Christ centered
marriages. lowerhudsonvalley.engagedencounter.com 845-298-4772

2026 Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
| hope this letter finds you well and in good spirts. Thank you to all parishioners who have contributed to this year’s Cardinal’s Annual
Stewardship Appeal. Our goal this year 2026 is $35,900. We have received to date 92 gifts totaling $34,122.56. Please contact the parish
office to verify your mailing address or contact the Archdiocese Appeal office directly at (646) 794-3300. If you have not contributed to the
Appeal, you can simply pick up an envelope in the parish office or give online at www.cardinalsappeal.org/donate. No matter the amount
given, it is your participation that is most important. Thank you in advance for your prayers and consideration. May God'’s blessings guide
us as we continue this important endeavor. Sincerely Fr. Niranjan Rodrigo, Pastor



http://www.cardinalsappeal.org/donate

Conversion Experience of St. Paul to Risen Jesus

The conversion of St. Paul did not happen until a long time after
the date of the election of Matthias who replaced Judas Iscariot as one of
the twelve apostles. It is believed by some to be the most important event
in the Church since Pentecost. Especially, St. Luke considered the
conversion of St. Paul as so significant that he recorded it three times in
the Acts of the Apostle. (Acts. 9, 22 & 26) So great was the hatred of Saul
(Paul) for the early followers of Christ (Christians) that he went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogue in Damascus around
the year 36 AD.

Neither St. Paul in his letters nor St. Luke in the Acts of the
Apostles speaks what exactly made Saul (Paul) to be so hateful and bitter
toward the early Jewish Christians and to persecute them. One of the
reasons for that questioning is that which Paul persecuted so hatefully
was what he embraced later after his conversion. In other sense, that
which he persecuted for God was exactly that to which he was called by God. Paul became a
devout follower of Risen Jesus whom he was persecuting.

Before his conversion, Saul (Paul) belonged to a pharisaic party of Judaism. And this
Jewish pharisaic party believed that the Roman domination of Palestine was a punishment for
the Jewish people of Israel for their unfaithfulness to God. Therefore, the deliverance from that
unfaithfulness would come only when the people of Israel returned to a strict observance of the
Mosaic Law.

No doubt, that this pharisaic outlook of Saul caused him to view the early Jewish
Christians as traitors to the Torah and to the Jewish way of life. That was one of the reasons
Why he felt SO _]ustlﬁed in persecuting Christians and reacting violently because the religious

LA beliefs and practices of the Jewish Christians seemed to
threaten the very essence of traditional Judaism. Also, those
fellow Jews who became Christians claimed that gentiles
could now be full and equal members of God’s people
alongside Jews, even without circumecision for males and
purity rules for anyone.

Then, while he was on his way to Damascus to
persecute and arrest Jewish Christians, Paul had a profound
experience of conversion to Risen Jesus whom He was
persecuting. (Acts 9:1-9) Both, the Acts of the Apostles of St.
Luke (Acts. 9:3; 22:6; 26:12) and Paul’s own letter to the
‘ ' s - Galatians (Gal. 1:17) agree that this conversion experience
on the road to Damascus was the inaugural moment of Risen Jesus’ vision, revelation and
vocation for Paul. And so, the whole life of St. Paul as a disciple and an apostle of Christ was
rooted in and directed by this unique event of encountering with the Risen Jesus on the road to
Damascus. According to many biblical scholars, of all the events in his life, it was the
Damascus experience of conversion that made a turning point in the life of St. Paul that
transformed his whole life.

As Jerome Murphy-O’Connor, who is an authoritative Biblical Scholar, states Paul first
thought about Jesus seriously only after he had confronted Christianity. Also, he never ever
hinted that he had the slightest contact with the historical Jesus. (J. Murphy-O’Connor, Paul
His Story, 15-16). Therefore, the conversion that he experienced is of prime importance of
understanding him, his mission and his theology. Also, that experience of St. Paul as the
starting point is deeply essential to understand his message about the mystery of Christ
documented in any of his epistles.

Fr. Niranjan Rodrigo, Ph.D.
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	Second Sunday of Advent
	December 8, 2024
	First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9
	R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy
	Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad indeed.
	R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the torrents in the southern desert. Those who sow in tears shall reap
	rejoicing.
	R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy




